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AHOTANIA

AKTyaJbHICTB JOCTIKeHHS: MOBHOTO nipodiito Pimni CyHaka nojisirae B ToMy,
IO BOHO JIO3BOJIUTH HaM Kpalle 3pO3YMITH, SK MOJITHK BUKOPUCTOBYE MOBY IS
CIIJIKYBaHHS 3 TPOMAJICHKICTIO, sIKi €()eKTUBHI MOBH1 3aCOOU BiH BUKOPHUCTOBYE JIJIsI
NEepEeKOHaHHs Ta MOOLTI3a1lT CBOET ayAUTOPIi, a TAKOXK SIK1 171€1 Ta IIIHHOCTI BiH MOLIISIE
Ta MPOCYBAE.

00'exTomM aociaigkeHHsa € MoBHa ocooucticth Pimi CyHaka Ta pamku HOro
MOBJICHHEBOT MMOBEIHKU B JUCKYPCUBHOMY MTPOCTOP1 MOJITUKH.

IIpeameTom jgociigkeHHss € JeKCHYHI 3acoOu BepOamizaiii MOBHOI
ocobuctocti Pimni CyHaxka.

Merta nociigaxeHHs - po3kpuTi MoBHUI mpodisne Pimi CyHaka sik cy4acHOTo
MYJIBTUKYJBTYPHOTO OPUTAHCHKOTO TMOJITHKA T4 BU3HAYMTH MOTO KJIFOYOBI IIIHHOCTI,
17I€0JIOTII0 Ta YIIPABIIHCHKI CTpaTerii B KOHTEKCTI MOJITUYHOT A1SUIBHOCTI.

JIns JOCSATHEHHS IIOCTAaBJICHOI METH HEOOXI1JHO BHUPIIIMTH Taki OCHOBHi
3aBJaHHIL

® PO3MISAHYTH MOHATTS MOJITHYHOTO TUCKYPCY Ta MOTO TPUHIIUIIH;

® PO3KPUTH MOHATTSI MOBHOI OCOOMCTOCTI Ta CIOCOOM ii peanizailii B MOTITHYHIN
KYJIbTYpI;

® TIOpIBHATH JIEKCUYHI ACMEKTH 1HIWBIIYaJIbHOTO CTHJIIO MOJITHKA MPOTIrOM
TPHOX TEPi0JIiB HOTO Kap'epu;

® BHU3HAYUTH KJIIOYOBI KOHIIETITU Ta LIHHOCTI, SKUMHU KepyeThes Pimi CyHak Ha

MOJIITUYHIN apeHi, 1 Te, IK BOHU PE30HYIOTh 3 IIIHHOCTAIMU Benukoi bpuranii six

KpalHH.

OCHOBHUMH MeTOAAMHU JOCHiIKeHHsA Oy KOHTEHT-aHalli3, KUJIbKICHUM
METO/1, MOPIBHIIbHUNA METO/I, pealli3oBaHi 3a fornomoroto nporpamu Wordsmith Tools.

Pobota ckiagaeTbes 31 BCTYIy, TPhOX PO3A1IIIB, 3aTajIbHUX BUCHOBKIB, CIIUCKY
BUKOPUCTAHUX JKEpEN, CIHUCKY UIIOCTPaTUBHOTO MaTepiaiy, JAOJATKIB Ta aHOTallii
YKpaTHCHKOIO Ta aHTJIIHCHKOI0 MOBaMHU.

BuxopuctoBytoun 3acobu WordSmith Tools, ananiz mpomoB Pimi CyHnaka

BUSIBUB 3MIHM B HOT0 CTUJIl CHUIKYBaHHS Ta (DOKYCl MPOTATOM PI3HUX MEPIOAIB HOro



kap'epu. Crmo4aTKy HAroJIONIylOYdM Ha MOMKIUBOCTSX 1 CIMEHMHHMX IIHHOCTSX, BiH
MI3HIIIE MEPEHIIoB 10 KOHKPETHUX €KOHOMIYHUX TEPMIHIB Ha MOcaji KaHIyIepa, a Ha

1oca/Ii mpeM'ep-MiHICTpa HAroJIONTyBaB Ha HATAJILHOCTI Ta MaTPIOTU3MI.

Kuarouosi ciaoBa: Pimi Cynak, MOBHa OCOOMCTICTh, TOJITUYHUN IHUCKYPC,

Wordsmith tools, anami3 mpomos



ABSTRACT

The relevance of the study of Rishi Sunak's language profile is that it will allow
us to better understand how the politician uses language to communicate with the
public, what effective language means he uses to persuade and mobilise his audience,
as well as what ideas and values he embraces and promotes.

The object of the study is the linguistic personality of Rishi Sunak and the
framework of his speech behaviour in the discursive space of politics.

The subject of the study is the lexical means of verbalisation of linguistic
personality of Rishi Sunak.

The purpose of the study is to reveal the linguistic profile of Rishi Sunak as a
modern multicultural British politician and to identify his key values, ideology and
management strategies in the context of political activity.

In order to achieve this goal, the following main tasks need to be addressed:

to consider the concept of political discourse and its principles;
e to reveal the concept of linguistic personality and ways of its realisation in
political culture;
e to compare the lexical aspects of Rishi Sunak's individual style during the three
periods of his career;
e to identify the key concepts and assets that guide Rishi Sunak in the political
arena and how they resonate with the values of the UK as a country.

The main research methods used were content analysis, quantitative method,
comparative method, implemented with the help of Wordsmith Tools.

The paper consists of an introduction, three chapters, general conclusions, a list
of references, a list of illustrative material, an appendix, and an annotation in Ukrainian
and English.

Using WordSmith Tools, an analysis of Rishi Sunak's speeches revealed changes
in his communication style and focus during different periods of his career. Initially
emphasising opportunity and family values, he later shifted to specific economic terms

as chancellor, and as prime minister he emphasised urgency and patriotism.



Keywords: Rishi Sunak, linguistic personality, political discourse, Wordsmith

tools, speech analysis
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INTRODUCTION

Language does not exist outside of culture. It is one of its most important
components, a form of thinking, a specific manifestation of human life, which, in turn,
Is the true essence of language. Therefore, language and culture are inseparable.
Researchers note that language is culture, and culture is language. One of the trends in
linguistics is the detailed elaboration of the problem of the human factor in speech
activity. Considering that humans play a key role in the process of creating and using
language, the anthropological approach becomes central in linguistic research.

Active research in language across various fields, especially in politics, has led
to the emergence of the concept of "linguistic personality." In 19th-century European
linguistics, the issue of linguistic personality arose in the examination of the social
nature of language, the relationship between language and speech, and the language of
the individual and the collective.

The study was based on 22 speeches by Rishi Sunak collected in a corpus. Three
periods of his career were taken as a basis to ensure the objectivity of the study and to
trace the development of his personality, namely the beginning of his work in the
government (2015- 2018), the chancellorship (2019 - 2022) and the premiership (2022
- present time). The total volume of the analysed material is 32500 words (160000
characters).

The relevance of such a study lies in the fact that it will allow us to better
understand how Rishi Sunak uses language to communicate with the public, what
effective language means he uses to persuade and mobilise his audience, and what ideas
and values he embraces and promotes. Such a study could be an important addition to
the overall understanding of the political culture and dynamics of the contemporary
British political landscape.

The purpose of the study is to reveal the linguistic profile of Rishi Sunak as a
modern multicultural British politician and to identify his key values, ideology, and
management strategies in the context of political activity.

To achieve this goal, the following main tasks need to be addressed:



e to consider the concept of political discourse and its principles;

e to reveal the concept of linguistic personality and ways of its realisation in
political culture;

e to compare the lexical aspects of Rishi Sunak's individual style during the three
periods of his career, namely the beginning of his work in the government, the
chancellorship, and the premiership;

e to identify the key concepts and assets that guide Rishi Sunak in the political
arena and how they resonate with the values of the UK as a country.

The object of the study is the linguistic personality of Rishi Sunak and the
framework of his speech behaviour in the discursive space of politics.

The subject of the study is the lexical means of verbalisation of communicative
goals implemented in Rishi Sunak'’s speeches.

The study was based on 22 speeches by Rishi Sunak collected in a corpus. Three
periods of his career were taken as a basis to ensure the objectivity of the study and to
trace the development of his personality. The total volume of the analysed material is
160000 characters.

The main research method used in the study was content analysis. Furthermore,
the following methods were utilised: a quantitative method (to count the frequency of
use of linguistic units in Sunak's speeches), a comparative method (to trace common
and distinctive features in speeches for the three periods of his career). These methods
were carried through the use of the Wordsmith Tools software. Namely, we used the
WordList function (to generate frequency lists for all periods and compare them), the
Keywords function (to determine the the words which are most unusually frequent in
the given corpus), the Concord function (reveal insights into frequency, context,
collocation of language elements).

The novelty of the study of Rishi Sunak's language profile lies in several key
aspects. Firstly, the analysis of his linguistic style can reveal the uniqueness of the
communication approach of a new political actor. Secondly, given his governmental

position, the study can reveal how he uses language to represent government policies.
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Third, an analysis of his language profile can reveal how he adapts his speech to
cultural and social contexts. Finally, the study of linguistic strategies allows us to
understand how Rishi Sunak influences public opinion and shapes his political image.
Such a study proves to be key to understanding the current political landscape and the
role of communication in it.

The practical significance of the study lies in the unique lessons in political
communication and contributes to the development of communication skills for
politicians and public figures. The analysis of the language profile also helps to better
understand the cultural and social contexts of a politician's activities, which contributes
to building mutual understanding in society.

The structure of the research paper. The paper consists of an introduction,
three chapters, general conclusions, a list of references (102 items, including 86 items
in foreign languages), a list of illustrative material, an appendix, and an annotation in
Ukrainian and English. The total volume of the work is 118 pages, the volume of the

main text is 95 pages.
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CHAPTER 1. THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE STUDY OF
LINGUISTIC PERSONALITY IN POLITICAL DISCOURSE

1.1. Political discourse as an object of modern linguistic research

In the twenty-first century, discourse studies occupy a leading place in modern
linguistics, and the relevance of such studies arose due to a change in the scientific
paradigm: anthropocentric models of research gradually replaced systemic-structural
and statistical ones. Modern approaches to the definition of discourse are based on
linguistic and cultural studies, in which language, culture and cultural and linguistic
personality are central.

Political discourse plays a significant role in shaping the way people think and
feel about certain phenomena, events, or individuals, as politicians can use the power
of rhetoric and their skills to shape, control, or change public opinion. Therefore, there
is considerable linguistic interest in researching this phenomenon.

In general, despite a considerable number of foreign and domestic works on the
study of discourse, and political discourse in particular, there is no generally accepted
definition of either the general term "discourse” or the specific term "political
discourse".

The diversity of approaches to the definition of this concept leads to attempts by
linguists to identify common areas of interpretation. The term "discourse” was
independently coined by Z. Harris in 1952 [48], defining it as a sequence of spoken or
written sentences within a specific context. In this regard, P. Seriot [71] considers
several definitions, among which the most widespread in linguistics are: 1) discourse
Is any specific utterance; 2) discourse (within the framework of pragmatics) is the
impact of the utterance on the addressee and its entry into the situation of the utterance,
taking into account the subject and addressee, time and place of the utterance; 3)
discourse is a system of restrictions imposed on an unlimited number of utterances
arising from a certain social or ideological position.

Michel Foucault [39] made use of the findings of Emile Benveniste while
delving into the purpose and aims involved in the discourse analysis. Within the French

school of discourse analysis, discourse is perceived as either oral or written language,
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representing a complex manifestation of linguistic activity and serving as a distinct
mode of expression characteristic of particular social-political groups or historical
periods.

In his exploration of semiotic theory, Roland Barthes scrutinised various
discourses including medicine, history, fashion, customs, myths, advertising, and
mass-produced objects [21]. The linguist argued that discourse encompasses social
signs carrying socially significant meanings and mythological narratives. Barthes
proposed that not only words but also images and objects hold the potential to convey
essential semantic messages.

The idea of the social aspect of the discourse was further carried out by Jurgen
Habermas [45]. He linked the term discourse to the theory of social action and
essentially highlighted the communicative action as an ideal communicative model.

Teun A. van Dijk [76] advocated for discourse analysis in both broad and narrow
meanings. As a representative of critical discourse analysis, van Dijk believed that
discourse should always be analysed in the context of a given situation, in the existing
cultural tradition and the prevailing ideology of the time. According to the linguist,
discourse is viewed as a finished product or as an ongoing process, subject to
interpretation by its recipients.

F. Batsevich [1] notes that discourse is a type of communicative activity, an
interactive phenomenon, a stream of speech that has different forms of expression (oral,
written, paralinguistic) that takes place within a certain channel communication, which
IS managed by participants with the help of strategies and tactics; synthesis of cognitive
linguistic and extralinguistic factors that are determined by a certain range of "forms
of life" depending on the subject of communication, which results in the formation of
different speech genres.

As a result of generalising numerous approaches to the definition of the term
discourse, K. Serazhym [13] offers the following definition: discourse is a complex
sociolinguistic phenomenon of the modern communicative environment, which, firstly,
is directly or indirectly determined by sociolinguistic, political, pragmatic-situational,

psychological and other factors; secondly, it has a linguistic and extralinguistic
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structure and, thirdly, is characterised by the commonality of the world created by the
author in the process of unfolding the discourse and interpreted by its recipient. In the
following, I will use K. Serazhym's definition due to its exhaustiveness.

As for political discourse, this concept is as multifaceted as the concept of
discourse, which is explained, on the one hand, by numerous approaches to defining
this phenomenon (as well as discourse itself), and on the other hand, by the
interdisciplinary nature of this term. In order to understand the essence of this
phenomenon, we believe it is necessary to first consider the definition of the concept
of "politics".

According to Wodak and de Cilia [79], a crucial concern within language and
politics research revolves around defining what constitutes politics and political action.
At its core, politics comprises the realm of the polity, including the actions and
endeavours of professional politicians, formal political institutions, and engaged
citizens. Additionally, political practice typically involves the exertion of power
struggles and collaborative efforts aimed at advancing the objectives of a society or
group [31].

Some scholars have argued that the definition of "political discourse" is closely
linked to two understandings of politics - a broad and a narrow, or more specific, one.
The broad definition of politics includes the activities of those organisations that belong
to civil society and that are not necessarily regulated by the state, but at the same time
compete for resources - trade unions, business associations, environmental groups, etc.
In the narrowest sense, politics is limited to the activities of institutions such as the
government, parliament and parties that play a role in resource allocation. This duality
in understanding political discourse, whether broad or narrow, is encapsulated in Paul
Bayley's statement:

“There is no such thing as political language, but a wide and diverse set of
discourses, or genres, or registers that can be classified as forms of political language.
It would be feasible to identify a set of ‘canonical’ forms of political discourse: policy
papers, ministerial speeches, government press releases or press conferences,

parliamentary discourse, party manifestos (or platforms), electoral speeches, etc. They
13



are all characterised by the fact that they are spoken or written by (or for) primary
political actors — members of the government or the opposition, members of
parliament, leaders of political parties, candidates for office” [22].

In broad terms, political discourse refers to the language utilised by mass media
or various institutions within social and political communication contexts [22].

The Dutch professor T.A. van Dijk argues that "political discourse is defined by
its actors or authors, namely politicians. Context plays a fundamental role in van Dijk's
theory of political discourse, which sees it as a mental model through which a
participant in the political process perceives the information received [76].

Considering the pragmatic aspect of political discourse, I. Klymenko gives the
following definition: political discourse is a complex communicative phenomenon,
which aims at the struggle for power through the formation of public opinion, which
includes a text as a verbalised result of speech, situational and socio-cultural context,
as well as special linguistic means, that meet both the goals and objectives of the
discourse [5].

N. Kondratenko, applying the communicative-discursive approach, defines
political discourse as a specific manifestation of political communication, which
involves the actualisation of a political text in a communicative act of interaction
between a political subject (politician, political force, government) and object
(audience, electorate, voter) [6].

L. Nagorna emphasises that the political aspect of the concept of "discourse” is
most accurately reflected in its definition as a type of linguistic communication, as well
as the semantic space in which political meanings are tested. In a broad sense, discourse
can be seen as a mechanism for reconciling personal, social and cultural knowledge. In
a narrower, applied aspect, it focuses on the analysis of linguistic communication and
individual texts, speeches, and interviews [9].

A generalised definition of political discourse is found in the work of K. Serajim:
it is a text conditioned by the situation of political communication [13]. This definition

correlates with the classical definition proposed by N. Arutyunova, according to which
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discourse is "speech immersed in life". It can be clarified that political discourse is
"speech immersed in political life".

In the study, we will use Klymenko and Kondratenko's definition of political
discourse as a kind of manifestation of the struggle for power through interaction with
the public.

It should be noted that political linguistics is formed at the intersection of such
different fields of science as linguistics, political science, sociology, psychology,
cultural studies, ethnography, etc. Also, for a comprehensive in-depth analysis,
linguists also use the achievements of cognitive linguistics, rhetoric, stylistics, text
linguistics, linguopragmatics and sociolinguistics.

1.2.  Main features of political discourse

Politics and language are closely linked at a fundamental level, as political
activity clearly cannot exist without the use of language - its activities are
predominantly made up of language [32].

The language of politics is important because it shows us how power is gained
and how language is used to influence and persuade audiences. It is only through the
language and with the help of the language tied to social and political institutions that
commands, threats, questions, proposals and promises can be issued. Verbal
communication becomes crucial in political interaction with the audience. Thus, to
convince people, they must make them believe that what they say is true.

Political discourse is a phenomenon that society encounters every day. That is
why many studies of political discourse deal with the language of professional
politicians and political institutions, some of which are discourse analytical [32]. The
main pragmatic component of political discourse is the so-called "political
performances":

e acts of distrust, demands, unity, solidarity;
e appeals;
e promises;

e slogans.
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The language of political discourse is characterised by semantic ambiguity,
esotericism, ideological polysemy, complexity of lexical meanings, and the use of
emotionally charged vocabulary, which collectively allows the speakers to manipulate
the content of their statements. From a cognitive perspective, political discourse is
characterised by the use of abstract concepts, the assessment of the truthfulness of
statements based on their authorship and alignment with ideological viewpoints. A
wide range of texts is utilised in political discourse practice: on one hand, narrative,
declarative, and referential texts, and on the other hand, literary, journalistic, and
scholarly texts, which serve as the basis for political figures as instruments of influence
on the consciousness and experience of the listener.

According to N. Kirvalidze [53], political discourse is studied in terms of its
linguistic, cultural and pragmatic aspects. According to this approach, the following
special features of political discourse can be identified:

1. Institutional nature and illocutionary function.

A person enters a particular institutional situation not only in a certain social
role, but also with a certain purpose; the illocutionary force of political discourse is the
struggle for political power in its various manifestations, whether it is coming to power
or consolidating it, winning supporters or defeating opponents in various spheres of
activity (such as election campaigns, etc.), regulating the distribution of resources, etc.

2. Linguistic diglossia of political discourse, which implies the simultaneous
functioning of the propaganda political and general subsystems of language.

On the one hand, political language is a special, functionally determined
language, while, on the other hand, it can be interpreted as the political jargon of an
ideologically united group of people. Thus, political language should perform functions
that seem to be mutually exclusive: it should be understandable to the masses, but at
the same time, political discourse should be addressee-oriented, i.e. directed at and
understandable only to certain social groups.

3. Informational communicative specificity, which is determined by its
illocutionary function and sub-institutional type. Thus, we can distinguish three

communicative types of politician's discourse:
16



e informative (in the linguistic sense of the term), focused on the relevance of the
information contained in the speech;

e conventional and phatic, which is stereotypical and ritualistic and does not aim
to provide the addressee with new information (for example, the president's
speech at the inauguration ceremony);

e emotionally expressive, whose illocutionary function is to influence public
opinion (e.g., emotional expressiveness of political discourse is considered one
of the election strategies of politicians).

4. The polemical and theatrical nature of political discourse.

Political debates often turn into a war of words. Polemicism and theatrical nature
of political discourse is especially evident during election campaigns: the victory of a
politician representing a particular party is determined not so much by their political
platform as by how successful the show was put on by image makers and how much it
influences public opinion.

5. A large number of slogans.

Slogans can be seen as a kind of socio-political advertising. A political slogan
aims to regulate ideological relations in society by informing people about the
ideological and conceptual platforms of political parties and other political actors. The
effectiveness of a political slogan depends on the extent to which the ideology declared
in the most concise form appeals to the public consciousness.

6. Ambiguity and esotericism.

These characteristics of political discourse can be viewed as communicative and
pragmatic strategies of a politician, aimed at disguising and neutralising undesirable
information and facts; concealment of the truth and deliberate distraction of the
population; avoidance of responsibility through anonymisation and depersonalisation;
preservation of own political rating and image; avoiding public conflicts in
communication.

7. Metaphorisation and manipulation of symbols.
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These features of political discourse create its emotional expressiveness, aimed
at enhancing the influence of political discourse on public opinion. Politicians use
figurative symbols to manage public consciousness, especially during political and
economic crises, when they seek to persuade society to believe and do things they
might not otherwise believe or do. There is a direct correlation between the socio-
economic and political situation in the country and the degree of metaphorisation in
politicians' speeches: the degree of metaphorisation of political discourse can be seen
as a linguistic marker or indicator of political and socio-economic crisis in the country.

8. Addressee factor and interactivity.

Political discourse is usually aimed at a dual audience: a specific audience that
is physically present at a political event and participates in the discourse, and the so-
called implicit audience, which includes the general public and sometimes the entire
population of a state. As for the interactive features of the addressee, they are
manifested through the audience's reaction, which can be mainly of three types:
passive, active expression of solidarity, and oppositional-antagonistic.

9. Special contact with the audience and its dependence on the mass media.

This implies two types of contact with the addressee: direct and mediated
through the mass media. None of the other institutional types of discourse depends so
much on the mass media as the political one. Among the main functions of the mass
media are informing citizens about the activities of institutions, recontextualising and
translating institutional language into their own language. Therefore, the mass media
can be considered as the main instrument of political influence on public opinion,
acting as intermediaries between political subjects and the population. Thus, politics,
which since its inception has been predominantly linguistic activity, can relate to many
different layers of discourse: dialogue within and between institutions, dialogue
between the media and institutions, dialogue between the media and parties, as well as
dialogue between the media and citizens.

In summary, political discourse is intricately linked with language, serving as a
tool for power and persuasion. It includes various communication strategies and types,

aiming to persuade audiences and manipulate information. Key functions include
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disseminating information, setting agendas, and predicting the future. Different factors
influence its nature, such as form, speaker, audience, and purpose. Additionally,
political discourse relies heavily on mass media to influence public opinion.

1.3.  Functions of political discourse

The functional purpose of political discourse is determined by a semiotic
understanding of language as a system of signs, which "exists and is used to achieve
any goals, otherwise, to perform functions.” The functionalist methodology involves
studying the structure and functioning of language to identify correspondences between
them. Theoretically, functional methodology is based on recognising the
interdependence between form and function and considering the influence of language
usage on structural characteristics [16].

The functional approach to studying political discourse involves analysing the
functions of discourse, which allows for the examination of the language functions of
politics in socio-cultural and linguistic contexts. Questions about the functions of
language interest many linguists, philosophers, and psychologists to varying degrees,
but consensus on this matter has not been reached to date [16].

According to B. Prokopenko [12], political language lies between two poles - a
functionally conditioned specialised language and the jargon of a particular group with
its characteristic ideology. Therefore, political language must serve contradictory
functions, namely: to be accessible for understanding (according to the goals of
propaganda) and oriented towards a specific group (for historical and socio-
psychological reasons). The latter often contradicts the accessibility of political
language.

The main directions in defining language functions in modern linguistics were
laid down by K. Bihler and R. Jakobson. K. Bihler [29] focuses on three main
components of the communication act (sender, receiver, things and states). The
triangular model with three variant relationships provides the basis for identifying the
leading functions of language: expression, appeal, and representation.

A similar basis for differentiating language functions is implemented by R.

Jakobson [51], who identifies six main functions of language depending on one of the
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elements of the communicative act: the addressee, the addresser, the message, the
contact, the context, and the code. The referential function of discourse involves
reference to objects, events, or situations. The phatic function of language and
discourse is also associated with reference. The conative (also known as the appellative
or regulatory function) and expressive (also known as the emotive or emotive-affective
function) functions are related to the addresser and addressee. The poetic function
ensures the realisation of the code and is oriented towards conveying the necessary
information to the listener.

The functions identified by R. Jakobson and K. Biihler correspond to the nature
of language as a whole. It is important to emphasise that the degree of realisation of
these functions in different types of discourse is considered a determining factor for
their classification. Thus, political discourse, alongside other discourses (advertising,
medical, legal, religious, media), is included in the group of discourses with a
predominant conative (regulatory) function [7].

Therefore, based on the intended purpose of functions, we consider the main
purpose of the conative function of political discourse to be its application as an active
instrument in the political struggle for power (struggle for power acquisition, retention,
realisation, stabilisation, and redistribution).

The primary function of political discourse is rightly considered the struggle for
power. This is because any form of oral or written expression by politicians is aimed
at influencing and positively presenting themselves as a means of achieving or
maintaining power. N. Kondratenko [6] identifies three functions of political discourse:
informing, influencing, and agitation. L. Nagorna [9] distinguishes informative,
orientational, mobilisational, consolidating, and identification functions of political
discourse.

According to F.H. Semenchenko, political discourse performs seven main
functions: informational, instrumental, prognostic, normative, legitimising, persuasive,
and political propaganda [10].

The informational function is implemented through the interaction between

political actors and the media. Political discourse always seeks to objectify its
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informational elements. The projection of the informational field of discourse onto the
audience, mainly through the media, is a necessary condition for acquiring and
maintaining power. The process of informing is a necessary condition for maintaining
power relations in society [10].

The instrumental function provides mechanisms for the informational
reproduction of political discourse in society, with its foundation based on the
relationship between power and the media. The essence of these relationships lies in
the fact that power seeks to fully control the instruments for reproducing political
information in society, which are essentially in the hands of the media. In turn, the
media exert significant influence on political discourse, possessing a monopoly on the
tools to maintain and alter the balance of political forces in society [10].

The central feature of the normative function is the distribution of resources -
the most important element of the dominance-subordination relations in society.
Another important aspect of the normative function is the legitimate right to use
violence by those in power [10].

The functions of legitimisation and prediction establish an intra-discursive
connection between the past, present, and future, ensuring support for certain
relationships in society [10].

As noted by V. Pavlutska, among the most important functions of political
discourse are persuasion and political propaganda. "The main target of political
discourse is to shape in society those opinions and assessments that are necessary for
the discourse author. This type of discourse is primarily oriented towards public
consciousness, thus being a sufficiently dangerous instrument of influence as it targets
all layers of society. The specificity of political discourse lies precisely in
implementing policies and achieving political goals, which are predominantly
associated with the issue of power" [10].

The contentious nature of political discourse is emphasised by G. Seidel [70],
who claims that political discourse must simultaneously fulfil many functions and
embody numerous motives. For instance, a party program is intended to persuade,

agitate, and propagate (persuasive function); meanwhile, there should be an evident
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connection of each specific point of the program with the persuasive ideology of the
given party or group, meaning that every demand, every action must be logically linked
to the values, traditions, and ideology (argumentative function).

P. Chilton and C. Schaffner [33] identify four types of strategic functions of
political discourse: 1) coercion; 2) resistance, opposition, protest; 3) simulation; 4)
legitimisation and delegitimisation. The more detailed characterisation of these four
types of strategic functions is the following one:

1) Coercion function

"Coercion" is part of linguistic acts such as commands or laws that are backed
by certain sanctions. Political actors often act coercively through discourse, defining
Issues, choosing topics in conversation, positioning themselves and others in certain
relationships, making assumptions about realities that listeners must, at least
temporarily, accept the perception of text and language. Power can also be exercised
through control over the use of language by "others" - through various degrees of
censorship.

2) Function of resistance, protest, and opposition.

This category of functions of political discourse is the opposite of the coercion
function and is implemented in opposition to power relations. Discursive
characteristics of this type can be both features of mass media, graffiti (among marginal
ethnic groups, posters, etc.), and specific linguistic structures (petitions, requests,
slogans, etc.).

3) Function of simulation.

This function is associated with control over information. It combines both the
effects of defocusing "undesirable places" through the euphemising of original data
and the direct inversion of original data.

4) Function of delegitimisation and legitimisation.

Legitimisation is closely related to the coercion function, as it implements the
mechanism of submission, i.e., legitimacy. Techniques used include appealing to
voters' desires, shared ideological principles, projection of a charismatic leader,

positive self-presentation, etc. Delegitimisation essentially represents opposition:
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representing others (foreigners, "internal enemies,"” institutional opposition, unofficial
opposition) carries a negative connotation. Techniques of this category include the use
of ideas of distribution.

The renowned researcher D. Graber [44] identifies the following functions of
political discourse.

1. Dissemination of information, associated with the creation of virtual reality in
the recipients, where one's own empirical practice is eliminated through the use of
proposed cognitive schemes, common beliefs. In addition, information dissemination
may include implicitly connotative information (positively/negatively colored
keywords, primarily based on political orientations and societal values, the use of
patriotic symbols and euphemisms).

2. Establishment of the theme of political speech, where the dominant criterion
Is control over information dissemination. Speakers typically try to avoid including
topics on the agenda that could lead to complex and disadvantageous situations when
discussed.

3. Projection into the future and past, based on an awareness of past facts and
forecasting the future. In political communication, appeal to past experience is often
used as an argumentative tactic by politicians.

According to R. Denton and G. Woodward [36], there are contradictions in the
functions inherent in political communication. The researchers believe that political
communication serves as a cohesive link, often replacing physical violence and
enabling changes in society towards order, paving the way for compromises, and
making facts and arguments accessible to the wider public. At the same time, it serves
as a language of factionalism (division), dividing society into friends and enemies. It
can exacerbate differences to an irreversible level or, conversely, reconcile them. The
ability of political communication to transform society for the better is optimistic, but
widespread abuse of it can lead to despair. Therefore, political rhetoric is multifaceted:

it can inform, inspire, reassure, divide, and sow hostility.
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Analysis of works dedicated to the study of the nature of political

communication allows for the identification of the following functions within the

instrumental function of political language [23], [34], [28]:

1.

10.

11.

Social control (creating conditions for the unification of behaviour, thoughts,
feelings, and desires of a large number of individuals, i.e., manipulating society's
consciousness);

Legitimisation of power (explaining and justifying decisions regarding the
distribution of power and societal resources);

Reproduction of power (strengthening allegiance to the system, particularly
through the ritualistic use of symbols);

Orientation (formulating goals and problems, shaping the political reality in the
consciousness of society);

Social solidarity (integration within society or specific social groups);

Social differentiation (alienation of social groups);

Agonistic (initiating and resolving social conflicts, expressing disagreement and
protest against the actions of authority);

Actional (implementing policies through mobilisation or "narcotisation” of the
population: mobilisation involves activating and organising supporters, while
narcotisation refers to the process of calming and diverting attention, dulling
vigilance);

Information dissemination (reporting on the state of affairs in politics);
Agenda-setting (for example, bringing certain issues to the forefront of societal
attention, controlling the dissemination of information);

Projection into the past and future (forecasting and reconstructing the past as a
method of argumentation).

We consider this classification to be the most complete and representative.

Thus, political discourse occupies a significant portion of public discourse with

the aim of presenting facts, opinions, and attitudes of speakers towards a particular

topic. However, it is also necessary to note that the consequences of political

communication do not occur if the audience does not perceive the information and is
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not influenced. For this reason, it is essential to consider the content of the message,
historical context, or even the political environment, as well as the position of the
audience.

1.4. Corpus-assisted discourse analysis

Corpus-assisted discourse analysis (CADS) is a relatively new methodologically
oriented approach to the qualitative analysis of naturally occurring spoken and written
language. Unlike traditional forms of discourse analysis based on introspective data,
its empirical orientation places CADS at the intersection of discourse analysis and
corpus linguistics. Although CADS is by no means the only method for analysing
discourse using corpus data [60], what sets CADS apart is its explicit commitment to
the integration of qualitative analysis with the insights provided by corpus linguistics
and the systematic study of language patterns. This means that despite the highly
diverse and at times incommensurable nature of the various forms of discourse analysis
and corpus linguistics, CADS must seek to reconcile the differing methodological and
theoretical assumptions of these disparate fields. As a result, much of the basic research
and development in CADS thus far has been concerned with developing a viable
interface between discourse analysis and corpus linguistics.

One of the fundamental questions that arises in the context of using corpora in
CADS concerns its size and selection method. The least frequently utilised approach
within CADS is conducting research on general language corpora. For example,
Hamilton, Svenja, and Brigitte [47] reconstruct the meaning of the word "risk" based
on general corpora of British and American English. Maunter [59] focuses his attention
on issues with a stronger social connotation, analysing the functioning of the word
"elderly" in a selected sub-corpora of the Bank of English. In turn, Orpin [63] compares
discursive constructions related to the use of two English words describing dishonest
behaviours of public figures: "corruption™ and "sleaze." He does this based on the
analysis of their occurrences in a sub-corpus of British press within the Bank of English
corpus. The common feature of the described studies is the focus on the semantics of
the examined words - a detailed analysis of collocations or contexts in which a given

word appears provides a very good insight into its meaning and functioning in the
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language but leaves a certain dissatisfaction regarding more socially or critically
oriented conclusions.

A significantly more popular trend among researchers in CADS is the utilisation
of specialised corpora. They can be divided according to two criteria:

1. the variety of language they contain: written versus spoken;
2. the portion of the population being studied: sampled versus complete.

Most commonly, corpora of written texts are subject to investigation,
constituting a specific sample of all texts that can be considered relevant to the research
issue. However, in many cases, researchers opt for such a detailed formulation of the
research problem that allows them to encompass all texts relevant to the issue at hand.

Only a few researchers focus on the analysis of speech: in such cases, transcripts
of audio recordings are subject to investigation, either from natural communicative
situations [49] or from research conducted using social science methods such as
interviews or focus groups [77]. One of the advantages of this type of research is the
focus on the most primary and spontaneous form of language, which is speech. It can
be assumed that the relatively low utilisation of such corpora in CADS is determined
by numerous technical and organisational challenges associated with their creation.

On the other hand, among the examples of research conducted on populations,
one can find analyses based on full texts of parliamentary debates concerning a specific
topic, for example discourse of same-sex relationships [19], official documents of
selected institutions, like military reports on the Kandahar "friendly fire" incident [17],
or media texts covering a narrow time frame around an event deemed socially
significant by the author [50]. Utilising a corpus encompassing the entire population of
texts ensures a high level of accuracy in the presented results. However, on the other
hand, it necessitates a focus on narrow issues, the significance of which for the goals
set by CADS may raise some doubts.

The application of corpora in discourse research requires the use of specialised
computer software primarily due to the size of the analysed research material, as well
as the statistical procedures used in various techniques. The most popular software used

by researchers includes the free AntConc [18] and the licensed WordSmith Tools [69].
26



Both allow work on corpora with diacritical marks, calculation of frequency lists,
keyword lists, and collocation lists for adjustable settings, as well as exporting results
to selected programs. In search of more advanced tools, it is worth noting those
available within Wmatrix, developed by a team led by Paul Rayson [65].

1.5. Basic corpus techniques used in critical discourse analysis

Frequency list analysis

A frequency list is defined as "a list of all the words appearing in a corpus along
with their frequency of occurrence and their percentage share in the corpus” [20]. It is
automatically generated by software used for corpus analysis, such as the AntConc or
WordSmith Tool. It also serves as the basis for more complex analytical tools, such as
keyword analysis described below. In itself, it can be considered the most basic tool in
corpus-assisted discourse analysis (CADS).

Generating a frequency list provides the researcher with information about all
the words appearing in the texts under analysis, as well as the frequency of their
occurrence. Such data has been utilised, for example, by Chen [30] in research on the
impact of political changes in China on the press, for example on the English-spoken
newspaper China Daily. This impact is observed through the frequency of positively
and negatively charged, as well as neutral, comparative words in a diachronic corpus
of newspaper articles. On the other hand, Mohamad et al. [61] used frequency lists
created for two sub-corpora of mathematics textbooks to compare gender
representation in English-language textbooks published in Qatar and outside its
borders. Analysing the frequency of selected pronouns, job titles, or kinship terms
enabled the authors to answer questions about the level of sexism in both textbook
groups. The findings suggest that while language is not inherently sexist, it can reflect
societal biases and attitudes. The analysis revealed linguistic features that conveyed
sexism, although gender bias favouring males as dominant figures was not statistically
significant. However, the textbooks portrayed females in secondary roles to males,
particularly in foreign textbooks.

The potential of the frequency list as a tool supporting the comparison of

different discourses was also utilised by Edwards [37] in research on the discourse of
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the British National Party (BNP). Comparing the frequency of individual words in BNP
manifestos from 2005 and 2010 allowed him to select node-words. These are words or
terms that serve as important reference points within a network or graph representing
relationships between words or concepts. The node-words play a crucial role in
capturing the semantic relationships between concepts, which can be utilised for tasks
such as information retrieval, question answering, and knowledge representation. The
frequency of the node words in the study significantly changed in the analysed
manifestos, and whose contexts of occurrence were then subjected to further qualitative
analysis. In the case of frequency list analysis, the software is used to generate them,
while the selection of lexical units subjected to further analysis, as well as the
interpretation of the obtained frequencies, remain the responsibility of the researcher.

Keyword analysis

Keywords are defined as "points around which ideological battles are fought"
[72]. Meanwhile, Mautner [59], citing Williams, points out the validity, and even the
necessity, of being interested in keywords, as words should be seen as part of problems.
However, these statements do not provide clear guidance on how to determine what is
a keyword for a given text, discourse, or problem. Two approaches are encountered
here: the first is based on knowledge of the issue being addressed, which the researcher
possesses. Based on their significance, the researcher selects keywords, the occurrence
and function of which in the text will later be subjected to further analysis [35]. The
second way of searching for keywords is more rooted in the tradition of corpus
linguistics, according to which a keyword is defined as a word that appears
significantly more frequently in one corpus than in another (referred to as a reference
corpus) [24]. To calculate such defined keywords, the frequency list of the analysed
corpus is compared through the mentioned software with the frequency list of the
reference corpus. Then, using statistical measures of keyness, a list of words that occur
statistically significantly more frequently in the analysed corpus than in the reference
corpus is generated.

In such a procedure for determining keywords, the issue of selecting the

reference corpus becomes particularly important, as the result obtained will depend on
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its composition. In this context, Bondi and Scott [24] point out that it is rather difficult
to speak of a single thematic scope of the text, from which information is obtained by
analysing keywords. They consider it more accurate to assume that there are many
different thematic scopes of a given text, which can be discovered by comparing it with
various reference corpora. Thus, when seeking general guidelines regarding relevant
concepts in a given set of texts, researchers usually rely on general corpora for the
respective language. However, when a specific context becomes important due to the
phenomenon being analysed or the research question posed, reference corpora prepared
specifically for the needs of the study are used.

The second of the described approaches provides a focus on expressions
characteristic of the discourse under study, rather than, for example, the genre itself:
this is utilised by Lukac [58], comparing the blogs he examines with a corpus of blogs
on different topics. In this way, he avoids concentrating solely on phenomena
characteristic of blogs as an internet genre. Such a strategy also proves very helpful in
revealing differences in the discourses of different groups on the same topic. For
instance, Subtirelu [74] points out various approaches to non-English speakers among
supporters and opponents of the multilingual ballot law. He is able to reveal them
through the analysis of keywords obtained by comparing the corpus of statements by
supporters of the law with the corpus of statements by its opponents. Baker [20]
employs a similar strategy, comparing the voices of supporters and opponents of the
fox hunting ban in a parliamentary debate on the issue. This allows him to reveal,
among other things, the discursive connection between fox hunting and British identity
present in the debate among supporters of hunting, or the tendency toward literal and
blunt descriptions of the effects of hunting among its opponents. Meanwhile, using the
FLOB corpus of general English as a reference corpus and further analysing the
keywords obtained in this way, Weninger [77] identifies the category of facilitated
agency, characteristic of American discourse on urban revitalisation, breaking with the
classical division of imaging key participants in social situations as passive or active.
The examples mentioned above indicate that the mere list of keywords does not answer

the question regarding the discourses present in the material under study. Further
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analysis is necessary, which involves assigning keywords to thematic groups [41] or
detailed analysis of the contexts in which they occur in search of patterns [77].
Therefore, similar to the case of frequency lists, a computer program only generates a
list of words, and its further processing belongs to the researcher. However, keywords
provide an important indication directing researchers' attention to phenomena
characteristic of the discourse they are analysing. They can thus serve as a kind of point
of entry into the collected data.

Collocation analysis

Collocation is defined by researchers in corpus linguistics tradition as frequent
co-occurrence [72]. For a chosen word, its span is determined, and then with the help
of software utilising specific statistical measures, a list of words significantly more
frequent within a specified span from the base word is generated. After obtaining such
a list, researchers proceed to a more qualitative analysis focused on meaning.
Essentially, two different models of procedure are encountered here:

Focus on collocations themselves - words from the obtained list are grouped into
thematic clusters, allowing the determination of the functioning of the key concept in
discourse by reconstructing the most important domains it is associated with or occurs
in the vicinity of. For example, Freake et al. [40] adopt this strategy in their research
on the identity of Quebec residents. Collocation analysis proved valuable in the
mentioned study by providing a systematic way to identify and categorise the linguistic
patterns surrounding keywords related to the discourse on nationhood and belonging
in Quebec. Researchers could classify collocates of significant words like "QUEBEC"
into attributes of nationhood. It allows them to establish, for instance, that for French-
speaking residents of the province, Quebec is primarily associated with the nation
understood as a historical community.

Contextual analysis containing the obtained collocations involves generating
lists of their occurrences in the text along with the nearest context, and then analysing
the obtained fragments in search of patterns. For collocation analysis, the researchers
chose the term "Europe™ specifically, as opposed to terms like "Union" or "EU,"

because it offered greater speculative potential surrounding the historical, cultural, and
30



geopolitical dimensions embedded within its discourse. Such actions lead Forchtner
and Kolvraa [38] to establish that crucial for the construction of European identity in
the material they studied are commonly shared values, which are placed in the context
of a common difficult past.

Another significant issue related to the use of collocation analysis is the selection
of words for which these collocations are to be determined. Here, researchers also
employ various techniques of Corpus Linguistics utilised in CADS. Subtirelu [74]
seeks collocations for previously established keywords. This allows him to focus on
the construction of concepts characteristic of the discourse he is studying. On the other
hand, Lischinsky [56], due to her interest in the construction of economic crises in the
press, decides to use lexicographic sources (dictionaries and FrameNet database) in
search of words used to describe the crisis. In her work Mautner [59] determines words
that are significant in her opinion for the concept of the entrepreneurial university and
focuses her attention on analysing their collocational profiles.

An example of a more theoretically grounded application of collocation can be
found in Mulderrig [62], who codes the collocations she examines according to action
types proposed by Halliday and Matthiessen [46]. This allows her to identify New
Labour's Party discourse subtly enacting hegemony through defining social subjects
and structuring power relations, particularly in education policies of the UK.

In summary, collocational profiles generated using linguistic analysis software
are used as a basis for identifying general patterns that are the focus of the researcher's
interest. They most often serve to obtain more detailed information about the
functioning of specific words in the analysed texts. Based on such information, the
researcher later identifies discursive structures. Collocation analysis, especially when
conducted on a large corpus of general language, also allows for determining how the
examined word and the associated concept function socially.

Semantic prosody

One particular use of collocation lists is in the analysis of semantic prosody. This
concept was proposed by Louw [57], who defined it as the "consistently recurring aura

of meaning that a given word is imbued with by its collocations”. The semantic prosody
31



for a selected word is thus determined by the researcher based on the assessment of the
connotation (most often on a positive-negative axis) of its strongest collocations. The
concept itself has been subjected to criticism [78] regarding, for example, the
possibility of transferring connotations from one lexical unit to another or the type of
connotations that should be analysed. Despite this criticism, semantic prosody analysis
Is used in research within the Corpus Linguistics tradition. For example, Mautner [59]
indicates that the word "elderly" has a much stronger negative semantic prosody when
used as a noun (an elderly person) than when it appears as an adjective (older). In this
case, the semantic prosody was determined based on the collocation profile of a
keyword with a positive or negative connotation in the context. Semantic prosody
analysis is also utilised by Hamilton, Adolphs, and Nerlich [47] in their research on the
meaning of the words "risk™ and "to risk" by exploring concordance data around these
words, which was divided in five categories. It was found that “risk” most commonly
has negative semantic prosody, because of its usage around health issues and property
loss, even when it’s used in different contexts.

Semantic preference

Another way of more complex utilisation of collocation lists within Corpus
Linguistics tradition is the analysis of semantic preference. It is defined as the tendency
of a specific lexical unit to frequently collocate with a series of units belonging to one
semantic field [68]. Similar to semantic prosody, preference is determined based on a
list of collocations. Yet, in this case, the researcher assesses not the connotation of
individual collocations but their belonging to specific thematic groups (semantic

fields). The semantic preference for words like "defensive," "collective,” and "limited"
with "jihad" suggests a specific conceptualisation of jihad as localised and bounded,
rather than expansive or global in nature.

Among studies in which the analysis of semantic preference leads to the
identification of social constructions of selected phenomena, we can mention the
aforementioned work by Hamilton et al. [47], where preference analysis is used to
identify dominant discourses related to risk. This leads, for example, to the observation

of a tendency to evaluate the perception of the term “risk” in the corpus under study.
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Similarly, Salama [68] establishes, through the analysis of collocations, that the
representation of Wahhabism in one of the sources he examined is associated with
threat, conspiracy, and the concept of a police state. Thus, focusing on thematic groups
to which collocations of words describing phenomena studied by the researcher belong
leads to revealing ways of representation characteristic of the analysed discourse.

One weakness of this analysis may be considered the reliance on the
classification into specific semantic fields solely based on the researcher's subjective
view (there is neither a single list of semantic fields used by researchers nor an
algorithm allowing for assigning words to such fields in a manner characterised by a

high level of intersubjectivity) [52].
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Concordance analysis

While all the techniques described above generally support qualitative analysis
or provide the researcher with clues on where to start such an analysis or what it might
focus on, on the other hand, concordance analysis can be considered the closest to
classically understood quantitative discourse analysis. Concordance itself is defined as
"a list of all occurrences of a search term in a corpus, presented along with the context
in which the term appears" [20]. The length of the context is determined by the
researcher and measured in terms of the number of words or characters (depending on
the software used), and the concordance list is generated according to selected
parameters by the software used.

One of the advantages of concordance analysis is the ability to examine the
context of occurrence of significant words in relation to the research question even in
very large text corpora. The ability to automatically generate a list of all occurrences
of a selected word along with its immediate context significantly shortens theracy
(there is certainty that all occurrences of the given word have been analysed) analysis
process and increases its accuracy and repeatability (different researchers for the same
corpus will always obtain the same concordance list). It allows one to gain a deeper
understanding of how the word is used in different contexts. Searching for patterns
among the obtained concordances leads researchers to identify dominant discourses
and ways of discursive representation of the analysed phenomena. However, a
drawback is the focus on the word/words themselves rather than the issues that may be
discussed in the text without using the searched word (e.g., using pronouns) [52].

1.6. The advantages of applying corpus methods in CADS

The use of corpus methods in research within the field of Corpus-Assisted
Discourse Analysis (CADS) entails significant changes in this research domain.

Increasing the number of analysed data enhances the accuracy of the obtained
results. Studies based on tens or hundreds of thousands of words from newspapers
allow for a more comprehensive answer to questions concerning, for example,
immigrant representation than analysing a few articles. Furthermore, the ability to work

with a relatively large corpus of data gives researchers the opportunity for a more
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balanced selection and enables the application of complex algorithms for text selection.
This reduces the risk of focusing on analysing texts chosen solely by intuition.
Moreover, one of the criticisms raised against CADS is precisely the lack of
representativeness of the analysed texts [72] or the reliance on personal biases in their
selection [25]. The use of large datasets partially addresses this criticism.

Furthermore, increasing the level of transparency of the applied procedures
enhances the possibility of replicating conducted research. It is also significant in the
context of comparative research: collocation profiles or keywords calculated using
specific methods for specific corpora in one language or time period can be compared
with data obtained in a similar manner for another language or time period. Apart from
that, the transparency of methods leading to the obtained results can increase their
credibility level and thus make them more convincing. Similar to the case of analysed
data, the lack of clear methods is one of the problems pointed out by critics of CADS
[25]. The application of selected corpus techniques provides a partial solution to this
problem.

Using quantity-based pattern lists of keywords, concordances, or collocations
allows researchers to focus on the most frequently occurring words or concepts in texts.
This provides a starting point for further analysis, grounded in the data itself rather than
the researcher's intuition or knowledge. Recipients of research results thus gain clarity
regarding the criteria for selecting words that have undergone further analysis,
facilitating understanding and interpretation of the presented results. This can also lead
to a reduction in the level of bias in the obtained results — the researcher's attention is
directed towards issues most frequently appearing in the texts under investigation,
rather than those that intuitively seem most significant [25].

The capability obtained through software and corpus techniques to observe and
interpret quantitative patterns in the analysed texts can facilitate the uncovering of
hidden and non-obvious trends present in the material under analysis. Collocations of
selected words or the repetition of certain modes of representation observed through
concordance analyses allow attention to be focused on regularities present in a

relatively large dataset. Shifting the emphasis from what is repeatable in the
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researcher's opinion to what is repeatable in terms of frequency of occurrences can also

be a step towards increasing the intersubjectivity of the conducted analyses [25].

1.7. The disadvantages of applying corpus methods in CADS

The assumption of analysing large corpora of texts can modify the scope of
research topics undertaken. It directs the researcher's attention to texts that are easily
accessible in electronic form and that allow for the compilation of relatively large
datasets. This tendency is evident, for example, in conducting a significant portion of
the analyses discussed on newspaper texts [54], [41] or transcripts of parliamentary
debates [19], [74]. In this way, questions about discursive constructions present in less
accessible utterances, such as influential priests' sermons, speeches by local
community leaders, or lectures by teachers in schools and universities, are omitted.
Concentrating on large electronic text resources can thus limit the research field in two
ways: on the one hand, it limits the sources used to seek answers to research questions.
On the other hand, it also limits the questions posed to those for which answers can
only be obtained through the analysis of existing electronically available texts.

In turn, focusing on quantitative patterns prompts the question of whether the
most frequent implies the most important. There is a lack of convincing evidence that
frequency of occurrence in discourse is the strongest factor influencing the societal and
individual representations of a chosen phenomenon. For instance, it can be speculated
that certain utterances, either due to their authors or the nature of the utterance itself
(e.g., particular expressiveness), may have a stronger influence on the discursive
constructions present among recipients.

Also worth noting is the problem of multiple variables that influence the results
obtained using corpus techniques. Keyword lists depend on the accuracy of selecting
both the main corpus and the reference corpus, as well as on the adjustment of the
statistical measure used. Additionally, the obtained collocational profiles depend on
the coefficients used for their calculation, and their reliability as a source of information
regarding discursive constructions also depends on the accuracy of selecting the words

for which they are calculated. A minor error or inaccuracy appearing at any stage of
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using corpus techniques can lead to skewed results that may be difficult to detect both
by the researcher and the recipients of their research [52].

Another problem, also related to the corpus techniques themselves, is the
presence of numerous assumptions in them, often implicit and frequently overlooked
In interpretations of results. For example, the use of keyword techniques leads to a
focus on what is different and overlooks what is similar. The analysis focuses on words
that differ most in frequency in the studied corpora, while omitting those that occur
very frequently in both the main and reference corpora. Concordance analysis for
specific words is associated with the reconstruction of how a chosen word functions in
discourse, rather than the concept it represents, which may also be expressed using
other words. Additionally, it leads to the assumption that the immediate context of a
given word is the most significant and decisive factor in the research results. The choice
of collocations as a tool for examining discourse assumes that only the frequency of
co-occurrence is relevant, rather than other characteristics of word combinations. Each
of these assumptions can be questioned and each influences the scope and manner of
interpreting the obtained results [52].

Most of the problems mentioned above can be addressed through careful and
precise corpus construction, as well as by considering possible doubts in the
development and interpretation of results. However, their omission can lead to a
dangerous situation: the results obtained using corpus methods create the impression
of being very reliable due to the amount of data on which they are based, as well as the
limitation of the role of the researcher-interpreter in favour of using statistical
measures.

1.8.  The notion of linguistic personality

The term "linguistic personality™ is the core and system-forming philological
concept. It is considered in three directions:

e Linguodidactic (i.e., the regularity of language learning);

e Literary (study of the peculiarities of language in fiction);
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e Psycholinguistic (the relationship between language and thought, the
characteristics of perception, understanding, and the influence of speech).
Purely linguistic research in this field is dedicated to the development of models

of linguistic personality [4], analysis of the concept, studying the peculiarities of
linguistic personality as a bearer of national language and culture, and so on.

In Ukrainian linguistics, scholars such as S. Yermolenko, V. Melnychayko, M.
Pentyliuk, and L. Matsko have devoted a series of works to the study of the essence
and problem of linguistic personality.

M. Pentyliuk [11] emphasises that linguistic personality manifests itself in
speech. That is, the personality itself is formed under the influence of various
psychological processes. The researcher also notes that linguistic personality can be
considered from the perspective of national-cultural specificity, taking into account
ethno-psychological and ethno-linguistic factors. This, in turn, develops the national
component of personality.

This means that based on the analysis of a person's speech activity who belongs
to a particular nation, characteristic features of the entire nation can be determined.
These features manifest themselves in the way of thinking, self-awareness, character,
mentality, and motivation.

Also interesting is the approach of L. Matsko [8] - a linguist who argues for the
formation of linguopersonology as a science that studies linguistic personality, factors
of its formation, and types.

The researcher believes that in speech, the concept of "linguistic personality" is
embodied through background knowledge, linguistic mode, and behaviour. Linguistic
personality relates to a certain time-space continuum. This is reflected in the relevance
of ideas, used concepts, embodied meanings, images, stereotypes, and linguistic
behaviour.

According to L. Matsko [8], the components of linguistic personality are:

e Linguistic ability;

e Linguistic consciousness;
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e Linguistic communicative activity.

The researcher emphasises that linguistic personality is a specific individual who
expresses themselves in and through language.

According to A. Zahnitko [4], linguistic personality is analysed in terms of
abilities and characteristics, as well as the individual's understanding of communication
products, which differ in the following:

e Degree of linguistic-structural complexity;

e Depth, consistency, and accuracy of reflecting reality;
e Communicative orientation;

e Aesthetic load,;

e Psychological effect.

Considering linguistic personality from this perspective, A. Zahnitko [4]
proposes the following definition: it is a combination of a person of linguistic
competence, a desire for creative self-expression, and the free realisation of speech
activity.

Some scholars are also inclined to believe that the integral nature of the concept
of linguistic personality is the cause of the synthesis of modern linguistics,
interdisciplinary integration of knowledge, and the expansion and increase of the
research object. This also applies to the concept of discourse in which linguistic
personality is situated.

L. Slavova [15] emphasises the special interest in examining linguistic
personality in political discourse, as it has a significant impact on public opinion.
According to her, political language is an inexhaustible source of information about it.
Language itself is part of the character that defines the politician as a personality and
is filled with symbols.

Linguistic personality in political discourse is a phenomenon through which
politicians create their unique image and influence society. In political discourse, the

temperament of the personality is reflected, the ability to perform certain types of
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activities (including communicative), dominant feelings and motives of activity,
individual psychological characteristics, and so on.

By demonstrating their linguistic personality, politicians create a special image
that sets them apart from others and provides a powerful basis for research in the fields
of sociology, psychology, linguistics, philology, and accordingly, translation studies.

Some linguists also equate linguistic personality with a politician's individual
linguistic style. Therefore, when studying the peculiarities of political rhetoric, speech,
and the challenges of translation, one cannot ignore the concept of idiolect.

The term "idiolect” is not used often; a more well-known and straightforward
term is idiostyle or linguistic portrait. In addition to certain external, psychological,
ethical characteristics, and signs, every player in the political arena of any state has
their own linguistic portrait.

V. Voloshuk [2] explains idiolect as "a system of meaningful and formal
linguistic characteristics typical of the works/speeches of a particular author. It
demonstrates the uniqueness of the author's way of linguistic expression in their
works."

S. Yermolenko [3] asserts that the systematicity of an individual's linguistic style
IS based on the connection between language and thought, on the formation of a
linguistic worldview that combines the general and the individual, the general and the
singular. It is in the individual linguistic worldview that the author's, personal,
embodied in an individual writing style, is combined with the common and typical.
Most often, it is the individual style of the speaker that deserves careful attention, as it
reflects not only the individual characteristics of the speaker's rhetorical style but also
the cultural and national-specific characteristics of linguistic personality.

On the current world political stage, there are many prominent, original
personalities whose individual traits are reflected in their political speeches. Therefore,
the term "idiolect of a political figure" has emerged in political linguistics.

Thus, linguistic personality is the subject of study in various fields of science.
Because of this, there is no clear definition of the concept, and therefore there are

different approaches to analysing personalities.
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The linguistic personality in politics is also subject to debate. In this context, it
represents a combination of various attributes of politicians that give rise to neologisms
and unique expressions.

Public speaking encourages the oratorical creativity of political leaders, as it is
always relevant and sometimes unpredictable. Political speeches are often highly
journalistic, as they contain statements of certain ideas, views, directions, ideological
positions, inevitably involving the alienation of other perspectives, even if they are not
explicitly mentioned.

Therefore, the linguistic personality of a politician forms the basis of their
political rhetoric. It must constantly evolve and improve. Expressing ideological
positions, especially to a large audience, always requires rhetoric, which can be
expressed in various ways: successful, "striking" paraphrases, comparisons and
contrasts, epithets and metaphors, moral-ethical antitheses, firm refutations, repetition
of certain ideological themes, hyperboles, emphasising particular words and phrases
suitable for any situation, occasional neologisms, rhythmic syntax, and expressive
intonation. These are the techniques that politicians use in their speeches. And it is
these techniques that create their linguistic personality, which is shaped by the
character, image, style, and communication peculiarities of politicians.

1.9. Rishi Sunak as a political figure

Rishi Sunak was born in 1980 in Southampton, Hampshire, the eldest of three
siblings. He is of Indian and Afro-European heritage. Sunak attended the prestigious
public school Winchester College, where he was head boy. This way Rishi Sunak is
the middle-aged representative belonging to the upper class ethnic minority. He
subsequently read Philosophy, Politics, and Economics at Oxford University; his
expenses being paid partly by a student loan. Sunak then attended Stanford University
in California where he obtained an MBA. After two years at Goldman Sachs, Sunak
became director of investment firm Catamaran Ventures, owned by his father-in-law,
Indian businessman N. R. Narayana Murthy. Sunak's mother Usha was also involved
in a pharmaceuticals business. Sunak's entry into politics was influenced by a meeting

with the then-Conservative leader William Hague at an International Studies reception
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during his time at Oxford University. This prompted an interest in global politics,
leading him to join the Conservative Party in the early 2000s.

Chancellor of the Exchequer

On February 13, 2020, Sajid Javid stepped down from his role as Chancellor
after a proposed takeover of the Treasury led by Dominic Cummings and supported by
Downing Street. Rishi Sunak was selected as his replacement.

This transition occurred alongside the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic,
which has since been a defining aspect of Sunak's tenure at the Treasury. The
challenges posed by the pandemic, coupled with Sunak's subsequent rise in
prominence, have significantly boosted his public and media presence.

Sunak's inaugural budget occurred on March 11, 2020, incorporating an
additional £30 billion in spending, of which £12 billion was earmarked for mitigating
the economic repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic.

On March 17, Sunak unveiled a £330 billion emergency ‘furlough’ initiative to
aid businesses and workers impacted by the pandemic. These furlough disbursements
have undergone multiple extensions and reintroductions during Britain's three
lockdown phases.

Furthermore, the government's 'Eat Out to Help Out' program, which subsidised
food and non-alcoholic beverages at participating eateries by 50% up to £10 per person,
provided another platform for Sunak to enhance his visibility. The meticulously
orchestrated marketing campaign prominently featured Sunak. Overall, the scheme
subsidised £849 million worth of meals.

In 2022, Rishi Sunak's standing as Chancellor experienced a substantial decline.
Amidst a cost-of-living crisis, he faced backlash regarding his wife's tax matters and
the revelation of his recent relinquishment of his American 'green card' visa.

Additionally, in April 2022, Mr. Sunak received a fixed penalty notice for
attending a lockdown gathering in the Cabinet Office with the prime minister.
Consequently, he stepped down from his government position in July 2022.

In summary, Rishi’s impact as Chancellor of Exchequer was shown by his

economic response to the pandemic which includes debt management, support of
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businesses and individuals, and tax policies. Due to the difficulties during this period
he was not particularly popular among self-employed people. Sunak's speech during
this period is likely to feature a wealth of economic vocabulary and discussion related
to the COVID-19 pandemic [64].

Election of the head of the Conservative Party

On July 8, 2022, Sunak announced his candidacy for the leadership elections of
the Conservative Party, aiming to replace Johnson. Sunak launched his campaign with
a video posted on social media, stating that he would "restore trust, rebuild the
economy, and unite the country." He declared his values as "patriotism, fairness, and
hard work." The domain readyforrishi.com was initially registered with GoDaddy on
December 23, 2021, and ready4rishi.com on July 6, 2022, just two days after Sunak
resigned from the position of Chancellor. The first domain serves as a redirect to the
second one. Conservative politicians who supported Johnson criticised Sunak for
"leading accusations of ousting the prime minister," and Johnson's key ally, Jacob
Rees-Mogg, labelled him "the highest tax chancellor."

Sunak and Foreign Secretary Liz Truss became the final two candidates in the
contest on July 20, who were put forward for the ultimate vote to elect the leader.
However, among the Members of Parliament, he garnered the highest number of votes,
with Sunak receiving 137 votes compared to Truss's 113 in the final round. In the vote
among all party members, Truss secured 57.4% of the votes, making her the new leader
of the Conservative Party.

Sunak's campaign promises included tax cuts only when inflation is under
control, the cancellation of the 5% VAT rate on household energy for one year, the
introduction of a temporary fine of £10 for patients who miss appointments with
general practitioners, and limitations on the number of refugees.

During the campaign in July 2022, a clip from the 2001 BBC documentary
"Middle Classes: Their Rise and Sprawl" surfaced, in which he remarked: "I have
friends who are aristocrats, | have friends from the upper class, | have friends who, you
know, the working class, but... well, not working class.” Sunak commented on the clip,

saying, "We all talk nonsense when we are younger." In a video appearing in August
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2022, where Sunak addressed an audience in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, he stated that he
had changed funding formulas that “"shove™ money into "deprived urban areas,” "to
make sure that such areas receive the funding they deserve." Sunak responded that he
wanted to "raise the level everywhere," not just assist "very large urban cities." After
Liz Truss's victory in the 2022 Conservative Party leadership elections, Sunak faded
into the background.

After Liz Truss's resignation on October 20, 2022, Sunak was considered a
potential contender to participate in an accelerated leadership contest alongside Penny
Mordaunt and Boris Johnson, who had stepped down as Prime Minister before Truss's
appointment. On October 22, it became known that Sunak had the necessary number
of supporters—100 members of the House of Commons—to participate in the vote on
October 24. Tobias Ellwood wrote on Twitter that he "had the honour of being the
hundredth Conservative MP to support #Ready4Rishi." The total number of MPs
publicly declaring their support exceeded 100 by the second half of October 22. On
October 23, Sunak announced his candidacy for the elections.

Sunak was supported by several members of the Cabinet and prominent party
members, such as Lord Frost, Kwasi Kwarteng, Nadhim Zahawi, Sajid Javid, Jeremy
Hunt, Tom Tugendhat, Suella Braverman, Michael Gove, and Dominic Raab [73].

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

On October 25, the day after becoming the leader of the Conservative Party,
Sunak was appointed as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom by King Charles
[11. Sunak'’s appointment also marked him as the youngest Prime Minister since Robert
Banks Jenkinson, 2nd Earl of Liverpool.

He started his time as Prime Minister by choosing new members for his cabinet.
His initial pledges centred on restoring economic stability following Truss's drastic tax
cut policies, which eroded investor confidence in the UK.

He acknowledged the necessity of making difficult decisions, especially
concerning taxation and debt reduction. He pointed out: “The government | lead will
not leave the next generation, your children and grandchildren, with a debt to settle that

we were too weak to pay ourselves” [67].
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Sunak has implemented several alterations and reversals of previous policies,
deviating from some of the commitments he made during the summer competition.
However, he remains dedicated to upholding promises outlined in the 2019
Conservative manifesto, notably the agenda of levelling up to address economic
disparities across the UK.

Among his initial actions were the reinstatement of the fracking ban as pledged
in the manifesto and the implementation of tax hikes across various sectors. His
inaugural budget statement was due for November 17, 2022.

In summary, Rishi Sunak is a prominent political figure in the United Kingdom,
known for his tenure as Chancellor of the Exchequer and subsequent rise to the position
of Prime Minister. His political journey began with his entry into politics, where he
quickly ascended through various roles within the Conservative Party. Sunak's tenure
as Chancellor was marked by significant economic challenges, including the COVID-
19 pandemic, during which he implemented extensive economic support measures. His
unique path in career should provide useful insight into British political discourse in
his speeches. It would be interesting to discover peculiarities the politician employed
to talk about a variety of issues, such as budget allocation or COVID-19 response

strategy [73].
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CHAPTER 2. METHODOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR CREATING
AND PROCESSING OF THE CORPUS

2.1. The use of content analysis method

Content analysis is usually used in the linguistic domain in order to identify
specific words, expressions or concepts. These are usually found together with the
qualitative data for the analysis. With the help of content analysis one can examine the
occurrence, significance, and connections of these particular expressions. For instance,
one could analyse the use of the word unemployment in political campaigns. This way
the connection with other words such as inequality, economy, laziness could be traced.
This would further allow for uncovering the relationships and meanings behind these
words to understand the core message of this or that campaign.

In our study, we will use content analysis to trace the transformation of Rishi
Sunak's language strategies from the beginning of his career to the position of Prime
Minister at the lexical, grammatical and stylistic levels, to analyse the context in which
they are used, the connotations they carry, the purpose and effect they are aimed at,
and the extent to which they influence the image of the exemplary British politician.

The analysis of each period will be divided into blocks, where the above levels
will be considered. After analysing all the periods, the main trends in the use of certain
language units will be highlighted and a comparative analysis will be carried out.

2.2. Data collection

Multiple sources were found for assembly of the corpus. The first one is Rishi
Sunak’s own YouTube channel. There is a large collection of politicians’ speeches and
other videos regarding various topics such as local policies, economy, responses to the
current events etc. It would take a lot of time to listen to and document every necessary
video in text format, but YouTube has a video-to-text option, which significantly
simplifies the task.
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Rishi Sunak

@RishiSunak - Nigmecanocs 643 T RCTY:
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Rishi Sunak: Supporting Families | Our Plan Rishi Sunak launches the 2024 Local Rishi Explains: 5 Things you may have CHALLENGE: How many people can Rishi
for Child Benefit Elections campaign missed from this year's budget Sunak tefl about the new tax cuts?

o Pepernagie - 11 guis Touy

Figure 2.1. Rishi Sunak’s YouTube channel

Additionally, Rishi Sunak has his own web portal [66]. The website is designed
to serve multiple purposes, such as providing information about Sunak's political
platform, detailing his achievements and initiatives, offering news and updates on his
activities, as well as a section for speeches and media appearances. Its landing page
contains multiple sections: a small paragraph about the minister, a web form for

communication, and multiple links to the topics of interest.

Rishi Sunak

UK Prime Minister and MP
for Richmond (Yorks)

Figure 2.2. Rishi Sunak’s official website

47



An additional resource for accessing speeches by Rishi Sunak following his
appointment as Prime Minister is the UK Government official website [43]. It is
equipped with search functionality that includes multiple filters, providing aid in
location of relevant articles. This portal represents a valuable tool for the compilation

of the last part of our corpus.

i GOV.UK

News and communications

Figure 2.3. UK government official website

Occasionally, other sources were also checked, for example official Facebook
and Twitter pages.

Manually searching through hundreds of pages is not only time-consuming but
also prone to errors, making it an inefficient method for gathering information.
Recognising these challenges, it was decided to implement a web scraping method to
do this task automatically.

Web scraping is the automated process of extracting data from websites, web
services, and web applications. This approach eliminates the need for manual data
collection from individual websites, which is often a lengthy and inefficient task. The
process uses automated scripts or programs that access a web page's structure, analyse
the data present, and extract specific elements required for further analysis. Typically,

web scrapers are short scripts written in languages like Ruby, Python, or PHP.
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One of two technologies is almost always used by the web browser to display a
webpage: the Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) protocol allows it to connect to the
website and request resources, like documents, images, or videos. The language used
to create websites is called HyperText Markup Language (HTML) [55].

HyperText Markup Language represents the foundational language employed in
the creation and design of web pages on the internet. Introduced by Tim Berners-Lee
in 1991 at the European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN), HTML was
initially conceived as a straightforward markup language [80]. Over the years, it has
undergone significant evolution, progressing through various versions from HTML 2.0
to HTMLY5, the latter being the most recent iteration as of 2024.

Usually, web scrapers attempt to read the HTML code of the page to extract
necessary information. However, data that is manually extractable from a webpage
may not always be accessible for automated scraping. Several factors can impede the
process of automatic extraction, including:

1. HTML that is poorly organised or inconsistently constructed, sometimes as a
result of using office or graphic editing software that is largely concerned with
the page's appearance. Such coding techniques are commonly found on out-of-
date government websites.

2. User authentication systems intended to prevent automated access. These could
include points of entry that need a subscription or CAPTCHA verification
systems.

3. The use of session-based processes to track user behaviour by utilising browser
cookies.

4. The steps system administrators take to limit access to particular datasets.

5. Changing the way data is structured as a result of a website redesign. The most
insidious thing is that such a redesign can be invisible to a human reader, but
completely confusing to a crawler program. For example, for some reason, the
site developers have started to present in a list what they used to present in a

stream of named blocks. From the point of view of semantic ethics, they did the
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best thing, but the crawler created for the previous design will not read anything
from the page [55].
In the present research, three web scrapers were developed. The initial scraper

Is designed to aggregate articles from Rishi Sunak’s official website. This process is

defined in three distinct steps:

1.

Collecting all hyperlinks to articles located within the media section of the
website.

Individually accessing each hyperlink to extract the article’s title, publication
date, and content.

Archiving the acquired data on a computer in the form of text files.

Notably, certain pages might not present a direct transcript of speeches but rather
offer a hyperlink to an external source, commonly YouTube. These hyperlinks

are to be saved as well.

The second scraper will extract Rishi Sunak’s speech transcripts from YouTube.

It will use links extracted by the first scraper to access video pages and use previously

mentioned website’s video-to-text option to extract the transcript itself. It will perform

in a similar manner;

1.
2.
3.

Navigate to the YouTube video page using the previously saved links.
Programmatically activate the “Show text version” feature available on the page.
Extract the transcript and archive it on a computer as a text document.

The third scraper will work almost in the same way as the first one, however, it

will work on articles from the UK Government website. All scrapers will be written

using Python programming language.

Using previously mentioned web scrapers, a total of 74 speeches was extracted

from which three groups were manually selected, which represent three prominent

periods in Rishi Sunak’s political career:
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Table 1. Speeches from the first group (the beginning of the work in the

government)

Date of publication

Title

11 June 2015

My maiden speech in Westminster

26 February 2016

Why | will vote for Britain to leave the EU

2 November 2016

Defending the rural economy

9 March 2017

Westminster Hall debate on the Coast to Coast Walk

19 April 2017

Supporting measures to help small businesses grow

6 November 2017

Transport for the North

27 November 2017

Budget debate

Table 2. Speeches from the second group (as chancellor)

2 October 2019

Party Conference Speech: big investment in our public services

29 July 2020

Summer Statement: Plan for Jobs

11 March 2020

Budget Speech 2020

3 March 2021

Full Speech: Budget 2021

Table 3. Speeches from the third group (as PM)

25 October 2022 Rishi Sunak's first speech as Prime Minister

17 April 2023 PM speech on improving attainment in mathematics

6 May 2023 Prime Minister's words to mark the Coronation of King
Charles 111 and Queen Camilla

22 May 2023 PM statement to the House of Commons on G7 summit

5 June 2023 PM statement on illegal migration delivery update

12 June 2023 PM London Tech Week speech

30 June 2023 PM speech launching the NHS Long Term Workforce Plan

12 July 2023 PM statement to leaders at NATO Summit in Lithuania

13 July 2023 PM statement on public sector pay review

8 November 2023

PM statement on protests following meeting with Metropolitan
Police Commissioner

15 January 2024

PM statement on defending the UK and its allies

2.3.  The use of WordSmith Tools for corpus linguistics

There are several tools available for analysing large corpora, including AntConc,
Sketch Engine, and WordSmith Tools, among others. AntConc provides basic corpus
analysis features such as concordancing (context extraction for chosen words or
phrases), keyword analysis (search of descriptive words about given text), and

collocation analysis (searching for words which frequently appear together). It's a
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lightweight tool suitable for quick text analysis tasks. Sketch Engine is a commercial
tool which offers more advanced features including extensive corpus querying
capabilities, detailed linguistic analysis tools, and support for multiple languages and
specialised corpora. WordSmith Tools focuses on concordancing, word frequency
analysis, and collocation analysis. It also generates wordlists and finds keywords.

Most of these programs offer similar functionalities, such as creating word
frequency lists, generating concordances, and identifying keywords. WordSmith Tools
was selected because it has a trial version freely available which provides all the
necessary functionalities, along with multiple additional features like clustering,
tokenisation, bulk analysis, and many others. Furthermore, this tool was chosen due to
previous experience with the program.

WordSmith Tools was developed by Mike Scott in 1996 and new versions were
being released up until 2021. This software is designed for Windows systems only.
Start menu presents three main functions for corpus analysis: Concord, WordList, and
KeyWords [69].

Concord is used to create concordances of a word or phrase. It finds context for
the given input and sorts all results alphabetically. It is possible to query a single word
or a phrase, also wildmarks are supported, giving the possibility to search for different

forms of the same word. For instance, this is a concordance of word “spleen”:

N Concordance Set| Tag Sent SentParaPara| H... H... SectS
I I L I I
1 the technique of linking up the donor’s spleen accomplished? TpA thin | 15 47 5 47nfanfa 0
2 active functioning drops. esThe donor’s spleen braces up the organism, 2312 6 ..nfanfa 0O
3 «|n addition, it is akin to human spleen, having tissues that are 1333 4 ..nfanfa 0
4 . . .
shield appeared to be futile. «sThen surgeons tried to use the spleen as a natural 9 .. 3 .nfanfa 0

filter. esPumped through the live tissue, the blood remains as intact as if it were
driven through the organism's own spleen, sThe effect was marvellous. Tp
The new method was suggested by Professor Anatoly Tsypin, head of department
of the Research Institute of Transplantology and Artificial Organs. «=Pig spleen

3 and Artificial Organs. ==Pig spleen reacts most actively to any 12 4 4 ..nfanfa 0
6 tube connects the artery of the pig's spleen kept in a thermostat with the 16 53 6 53n/an/fa 0
7 futile. «=Then surgeons tried to use the spleen as a natural filter. <sPumped 831 3 ..nfanfa O
8 by pumping it through the spleen of a pig. TpAs is known, the 3 .. 1 ..nfanfa 0
9 her blood was purified through the spleen of a pig, the girl was sitting in 183 0 ..nfanfa 0
10 the spleen of a pig. TPAs is known, the spleen plays a very important role in 417 2 17n/anfa O
11 discovered. TpAttempts to transplant the spleen with a view to fortify the 727 327n/anfa O

Figure 2.4. Concord tool in WordSmith Tools
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The Clusters feature in Concord allows searching for a specific cluster of words.

For example, trying to locate verbs in the passive voice. The equivalent used in texts

of this style and the transformation do not distort the semantic meaning of the word.

This is a very useful feature which can significantly help in analysis of speech

patterns and writing styles, show important context about certain words and phrases,

and reveal insights into frequency, context, collocation of language elements.

WordList is the second (but equally important) tool which generates frequency

lists from a given corpus. Wordlists can be used in variety of ways, including but not

limited to:

just to examine the kind of words that are used;

to spot word clusters that are frequently used,;

to obtain a concordance of one or more words in your list;

to compare the frequency of a word in various text files or genres;

to compare the frequencies of words that are cognate or have translation

equivalents in various languages.

The Frequency display might look like this:

k) 480texts_files.Ist

File Edit View Compute Settings Windows Help

N Word Freq.
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Figure 2.5. WordList tool in WordSmith Tools
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The top 8 categories in a wordlist derived from 480 texts are displayed in the
section. For instance, the word “of” appeared 80,383 times in the 480 texts; the
frequency column indicates how frequently each word occurred, and the percentage
column indicates that the frequency accounts for 2.84% of the running words in those
texts. Word "of" appears in 480 texts, or 100% of the texts used for the wordlist,
according to the Texts column. With a dispersion value of .99, it is evident that the
word is distributed rather evenly across the 480 texts in the corpus. The frequency list
can be saved in a file to be accessed later, which is needed in the KeyWords tool.

The KeyWords tool compares two pre-existing wordlists, which must have been
created using the WordList tool. One of these is assumed to be a large wordlist which
will act as a reference file. The other is the wordlist based on one text which is to
analyse. Keywords are not the most frequent words but the words which are most
unusually frequent in the given corpus. Keywords usually give a reasonably good clue
to what the text is about. Although frequently used, the term "keyword" lacks a
definition in the field of linguistics. This software uses frequency patterns to
mechanically identify significant words (A human being, though, might select a
sentence as a keyword.).

A word is considered to be "key" if:

1. Itappears in the text at least as frequently as the user has indicated that it should;
2. Ifthe frequency of the item in the text is compared to its frequency in a reference

corpus, it can be determined that the statistical likelihood, as calculated by a

suitable process, is less than or equal to a p value that the user specifies.

3. Moreover, the keyness strength needs to be at least equal to the user-specified

minimum log ratio.
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Figure 2.6. KeyWords tool in WordSmith Tools

2.4. Reference corpus description

As a reference corpus for keyword generation, British National Corpus (BNC)
was chosen [26]. BNC is a large collection of various spoken and written samples of
specifically British English starting from the 20" century. It is balanced, meaning it
includes various discourse styles such as spontaneous speech or academic writing. Its
size exceeds 100 million words, which makes the entire corpus too large for current
purposes, so only a fraction of such corpus will be used. Also, even though the corpus
Is freely available for academic research online, however it’s not possible to download
it to analyse with custom tools. Fortunately, a downloadable sample of British National
Corpus is available with the name BNC Baby Edition [27].

This archive contains approximately 4 million words from text samples divided
into 4 categories: academic prose, unscripted conversation, imaginative prose, and

newspapers and periodicals. Each text sample is no longer than 40000 words. The
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corpus sample is completely annotated with the speaker’s ages, sex, text author and
publication date etc. All data files are stored in XML format, which is recognisable by
the custom software Xaira Tools which is also provided in BNC Baby Edition [27].
However, Xaira is not needed for the current purposes, and since WordSmith Tools
only accepts raw text for frequency list generation (which is the main purpose of
reference corpus), this XML data must be converted to just text. To extract raw text
from these files an additional Python script will be used. The script will just take only

necessary data and compose a text file.
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CHAPTER 3. LINGUISTIC PECULIARITIES OF RISHI SUNAK'S
LANGUAGE PROFILE

3.1. Analysis with the help of WordSmith Tools

3.1.1. Identifying keywords based on the reference corpus

The vital step in keyword generation is making a wordlist to serve as an input
data for the tool. Overall, three wordlists were generated, one for each period or Rishi

Sunak’s political career. The next figure presents a part of the first wordlist:

File Edit View Compute Settings Windows Help
M Ward Freq. % Texts % Dispérsion  Lemmas | Set
18 THE] 32 619% 7 100,00% 0,82
2 TO 162 3,02% 7 100,00% 082
3 OF 149 2,78% 7 100,00% 081
4 AND 136 2,53% 7 100,00% 083
5 A 104 1.54% 7 100,00% 0,83
] IN 102 1,90% 7 100,00% 0,84
7 THAT 100 1,86% 7 100,00% 0,82
g 15 80 1,49% 7 100,00% 079
2 | 65 1,21% 7 100,00% 0,76
10 QOUR 59 1,10% 7 100,00% 0,75
n FOR 38 1,08% 7 100,00% 081
12 it 47 0,88% 7 100,00% 0,76
13 WE 45 0,84% 6  8571% 0,76
frequency | alphabetical | statistics | flenames | notes
i 1644 | - < > 1 g9 | THE 4

Figure 3.1. Wordlist of the 1% period (2015-2018)

The wordlists themselves provide very little information regarding the nature
and style of the text since most of the words at the top are very commonly used in
English. There weren’t any descriptive words until the 39th one, “Britain,” which was
used 15 times (0.28% of all words) in 5 speeches out of 7 given.
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42
43
44
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ONLY
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THEY

frequency | alphabetical | statistics | filenames | notes

| I~ > !

19
19
18
18
17
16
15
15
15
15
15
15

%

0,35%
0,35%
0,34%
0,34%
0,32%
0,30%
0,28%
0,28%
0,28%
0,28%
0,28%
0,28%

Texts

% Dispersion ' Lemmas | Set -
57,14% 0.46
85,71% 0,62
100,00% 0,71
100,00% 0,77
8571% 0,70
57,14% 0,52
71,43% 0,71
100,00% 0,75
100,00% 0,79
8571% 0,68
85,71% 0,71

100,00% 0,75 -

4 | BRITAIN = B (0042),R (0052),! (0049), T (0054),A (0041),1 (0049),N (2'.1

Figure 3.2. The word “Britain” in the wordlist

The other two wordlists look very similar to the first one and were created in the

same way. The next step would be feeding the acquired data into the KeyWords tool

and checking what important words will emerge. The British National Corpus was used

as a reference corpus. WordSmith Tools only accepts reference corpora in the WordL.ist

format, so the software generated a wordlist from the corpus as well. After that, it was

possible to calculate keywords of the first group of speeches:

Table 1. Keywords of the 1% period exported from WordSmith Tools

N Keyword Frequency | % Texts RC RC.
Frequency | Freq. %

1 OUR 59 1,0995 |7 2565 0,0654
2 FUTURE 14 0,2609 |7 557 0,0142
3 GROUSE 13 0,2423 |1 8 0,0002
4 NORTH 13 0,2423 |3 656 0,0167
5 EU 11 0,2050 |4 4 0,0001
6 SHOOTING 10 0,1864 |1 80 0,0020
7 DEBT 10 0,1864 |2 114 0,0029
8 RURAL 9 0,1677 |3 94 0,0024
9 NORTHERN 9 0,1677 |1 309 0,0079
10 |EIS 7 0,1305 |1 0 0,0000
11 | LEON 7 0,1305 |1 13 0,0003
12 | HARRIER 6 0,1118 |2 3 0,0001
13 | MOORS 6 0,1118 |2 13 0,0003
14 | BAN 6 0,1118 |1 94 0,0024
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15 | POWERHOUSE 5 0,0932 |1 4 0,0001
16 | PREDECESSOR 5 0,0932 |2 30 0,0008
17 | NATION'S 5 0,0932 |4 37 0,0009
18 | SMES 4 0,0745 |1 0 0,0000
19 | HMRC 3 0,0559 |1 0 0,0000
20 | STREETER 3 0,0559 |1 0 0,0000

The extracted keywords provide much more insight into Rishi Sunak’s speeches.
Immediately it can be seen that the politician addressed a variety of issues like
ecological matters, for instance, by using the word *“grouse” (a species of bird) 13
times, “shooting” 10 times (related to the extermination of animals), and that’s only in
one speech. Additionally, he actively discussed economics and finances in the local
government, focusing audiences’ attention on critical matters by using the word “debt”
10 times in 2 speeches, “SMESs”, which is an abbreviation for “small and medium-sized
enterprises” — at least 4 times in a single speech. The first word “our” is dominating
the table with 59 entries making up for 1.1% of the whole text. It means that Rishi
Sunak was trying to create a sense of inclusivity and unity among the audience. The
frequent usage of such word was employed to persuade the audience by sharing
responsibility and concern for problems in the country.

To make an even better visual representation of keywords in the given corpus, a
word cloud can be formed. Our word clouds for the first and subsequent periods are
located in appendixes.

In this picture, the more frequent words appear larger and bolder, while the less
frequent words appear smaller. Word clouds are often used to quickly visualise the key
themes, topics, or keywords in a body of text, making it easy to identify patterns and
trends.

The second keyword tables and word clouds are made in a similar manner:

Table 2. Keywords of the 2" period exported from WordSmith Tools

N | Keyword Frequency % Texts RC RC. Freq.
Frequency | %

1 |OUR 249 1,4122 4 2565 0,0654

2 | WILL 249 1,4122 4 8468 0,2159
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3 | PEOPLE 102 0,5785 4 4033 0,1028
4 | NEW 95 0,5388 4 3750 0,0956
5 |JOBS 94 0,5331 4 368 0,0094
6 | BUSINESSES 84 0,4764 3 129 0,0033
7 | MILLION 71 0,4027 3 673 0,0172
8 | SPEAKER 65 0,3686 3 274 0,0070
9 | BILLION 60 0,3403 4 103 0,0026
10 | BUSINESS 52 0,2949 4 1099 0,0280
11 | FUTURE 37 0,2098 3 557 0,0142
12 | CORONAVIRUS 31 0,1758 3 0 0,0000
13 | FISCAL 30 0,1701 2 9 0,0002
14 | RESPONSE 28 0,1588 3 399 0,0102
15 | PROTECT 24 0,1361 3 147 0,0037
16 | OBR 20 0,1134 2 0 0,0000
17 | INVEST 18 0,1021 3 45 0,0011
18 | PROSPERITY 17 0,0964 3 35 0,0009
19 | SECTORS 16 0,0907 3 42 0,0011
20 | FURLOUGH 11 0,0624 2 0 0,0000

In the second period, the word “our” is still at the top of the keyword list,

appearing 249 times, which corresponds to 1.41% of the whole text. However, the shift

in the main topics is noticeable since Rishi Sunak was Chancellor of the Exchequer at

that period, and one of his main responsibilities was managing the budget for the

upcoming year. Of course, his speeches greatly covered this topic, and it is obvious in

the keyword table and word cloud. For instance, the word “businesses” is used 84

times, “jobs” and “billion” (most likely referring to the quantity of money) 60 times.

Also, the word “will” is also used very often — 249 times, interestingly, which is the

same as “our.” This is explained by more talks about the future and plans rather than

the past or present. The word “future” itself is used 37 times, which further confirms

this. Next is the keyword table and word cloud of the third group:

Table 3. Keywords of the 3™ period exported from WordSmith Tools

N Keyword Frequency | % Texts RC RC.
Frequency | Freq. %
1 WILL 83 0,8676 11 8 468 0,2159
2 MORE 63 0,6585 9 7748 0,1975
3 MATHS 37 0,3867 1 60 0,0015
4 COUNTRY 27 0,2822 9 768 0,0196
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5 NHS 26 0,2718 4 81 0,0021
6 WORLD 25 0,2613 8 1644 0,0419
7 Al 21 0,2195 3 15 0,0004
8 PAY 21 0,2195 5 876 0,0223
9 SECURITY 17 0,1777 4 286 0,0073
10 PLAN 16 0,1672 5 407 0,0104
11 NATO 14 0,1463 3 5 0,0001
12 UKRAINIAN 11 0,1150 3 3 0,0001
13 SUMMIT 11 0,1150 5 39 0,0010
14 GLOBAL 11 0,1150 6 132 0,0034
15 HOUTHIS 9 0,0941 1 0 0,0000
16 STRIKES 8 0,0836 2 44 0,0011
17 DELIVER 8 0,0836 3 49 0,0012
18 TECH 7 0,0732 1 15 0,0004
19 CANNOT 5 0,0523 5 0 0,0000
20 UKRAINE'S 5 0,0523 2 0 0,0000

During the third period, there is a variety of words in terms of the number of
repetitions, namely the word will (83 times), more (63 times), we (50 times), maths (37
times), Al (artificial intelligence) (21 times), etc. The prime minister is responsible for
leading the government and making strategic decisions on the economy, social
development, legislation, foreign policy, and many other aspects of public
administration. To be successful in this role, one needs to understand a wide range of
topics and be prepared to work with experts and consultants from various fields. That
Is why Rishi Sunak actively raises not only political issues but also science, artificial
intelligence, and education aspects, which are all part of the process of technological
change. This indicates that the politician addresses the most relevant issues for his
country so that it can continue to serve as a voice for development.

In the quantitative analysis, we took pronouns into account precisely because of
the frequency of their usage. At the beginning of his career, Rishi Sunak used the
pronoun “I”” 65 times, the pronoun “we” 45 times, the pronoun “you” 11 times, and the
possessive pronoun “our” 59 times. During his time in the government, he used the
pronoun “I” 170 times, the pronoun “we” 278 times, the pronoun “you” 30 times, and
the possessive pronoun “our” 249 times. During Sunak's premiership, the pronoun “I”

was used 111 times, the pronoun “we” 141 times, the pronoun “you” 38 times, and the
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possessive pronoun “our” 156 times. In terms of percentage, we can see that the usage
of the pronoun “I” has increased. This can be explained by the fact that taking on the
new positions of Chancellor of the Exchequer and Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak makes
more statements about his personal opinion, outlining certain phenomena. It can be
assumed that at the beginning of his career, the politician did not have many powers
and therefore he was more active in sharing the opinion of the top leadership. A similar
tendency is evident in the use of the pronoun we. In fact, this is an interesting case of
the use of this pronoun because the UK is a country with an individualistic culture.
That is, they do not often use the word “we” for identification and identity as such [75].
However, in Rishi Sunak's speeches, this pronoun is dominant. This is due to the fact
that although Sunak grew up in the UK, his family is from Punjab, a state in India that,
in general, belongs to a collectivist culture. Collectivism is characterised by the use of
the pronoun we, which is a symbol of unity. It is evident that Sunak's family has passed
on these values to the future politician, who incorporates them in his speeches. As for
the pronoun you, its usage has not changed much over the three periods, which can be
explained by the fact that it is more important for him to address the community than

individual members.

3.1.2. Identifying speech patterns based on concordances

Having analysed the keywords, the last step is using Concord tool in WordSmith
Tools to make a concordance analysis of specific words and phrases. Multiple ideas
were considered for this, but not all results were particularly useful. In some cases,
however, the tool provided an interesting insight into Rishi Sunak’s speech style.

For this analysis, two words were selected, and concordances were generated
with the help of the WordSmith Tools. These tables shows that the common feature
that unites all the speeches is the use of action verbs. As mentioned earlier, action verbs
convey a sense of activity and determination, making the message more direct and
impactful. They can help politicians to clearly communicate their intentions and goals

to the public. Here are some examples of these words:
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way we fund science in this country. I can confirm that we will invest at least £800m in a

an investment-led recovery. So today, I can announce the Super Deduction. For the next

a scientific superpower is something we can achieve. I don't think that's hubristic or

growing parts of the global economy. We can use economic innovations like free ports to

be completely unaffected. And third, we will introduce a taper above £50,000 so that only

if Russia ever invades Ukraine again, we will provide swift and sustained assistance,

at we were too weak to pay ourselves. I will unite our country, not with words, but

try, not with words, but with action. I will work day in and day out to deliver for

It was also interesting to analyse the conjunction “and” at the beginning of the
sentence using concord analysis. The politician not only logically structures his
thoughts, but also introduces a more informal style. It is worth mentioning that the
politician does not use more formal structures very often, such as moreover,
furthermore, in addition, apart from that etc. This could indicate that the text is intended

for a casual audience or that the speaker is adopting a less formal tone:

with a new payment of £2,000 per apprentice. And we will introduce a brand new bonus for

kickstarters in their new jobs this autumn. And I urge every employer, big or small,

- Google DeepMind, OpenAI and Anthropic. And I’m pleased to announce they’ve committed to

could need to be off work at any one time. And business supply chains are being disrupted

position that “Ukraine’s future is in NATO.” And we’ve taken a big step this week towards

in all four nations of the United Kingdom. And I'm taking further specific steps with

Based on these results, it can be concluded that Rishi Sunak's linguistic
personality exemplifies informal features. Yet, he presents the information consistently
rather than chaotically. His phrases often include action verbs to provide guarantees of

his further steps to improve the quality of life of British citizens.
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3.2. The implementation of Rishi Sunak’s linguistic personality at the

lexical level

3.2.1. The beginning of the work in the government (2015 - 2018)

Modern society is constantly faced with such phenomena as influence,
stimulation, manipulation. The problem of studying the factors that influence decision-
making and choice is of particular importance. Every day, people hear speeches of
other people that have the potential to change their life attitudes, adjust the system of
values. The choice of vocabulary, specific grammatical structures, stylistic devices -
all of this plays a key role in shaping the social and political processes.

As a person of Punjabi origin, Rishi Sunak has a multifaceted linguistic profile.
Through qualitative analysis, we have identified which tendencies in the use of
linguistic structures dominate in the speeches of this particular politician and how they
represent the political life of the UK as such.

At the lexical level of Rishi Sunak's speeches, there are specific lexical items
that are divided into two groups: general politician vocabulary which includes
philosophical, sociological, cultural, religious terms widely used in the media, as well
as words related to the functioning of various unions, associations, NGOs, etc., as well
as lexical items used to refer to processes and events in the field of education and
cultural life of the country; special political vocabulary including job titles, state
bodies, political parties and movements, terms of international politics, legal and

economic terms, as well as electoral and military vocabulary.

Philosophical Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
OPPORTUNITY 5 0,093%
CONTROL 4 0,075%
BEAUTY 3 0,056%
CONTRIBUTION 3 0,056%
DEBATE 3 0,056%
GENERATION 3 0,056%
SPIRIT 3 0,056%
SUCCESS 3 0,056%
AMBITION 2 0,037%
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ASSURANCE 2 0,037%
TRUTH 2 0,037%
VALUES 2 0,037%
FREEDOM 1 0,019%
Total 36 0,671%

Among philosophical terms, the word opportunity (5 times) is the most common.
This indicates that Rishi Sunak is starting to promote his ideas at the government level,

emphasising the amount of work that can be done.

Sociological Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
FAMILY 4 0,075%
GENERATION 3 0,056%
POPULATION 3 0,056%
COMMUNITY 2 0,037%
IMMIGRATION 2 0,037%
MEMBER 2 0,037%
UNION 2 0,037%
Total 18 0,336%

Cultural Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
HERITAGE 4 0,075%
HISTORY ‘ 3 0,056%
VALUES ‘ 2 0,037%
Total 9 0,168%

In terms of sociological and cultural words, Rishi Sunak is guided by the values

of family and cultural heritage. These values are a solid foundation for nation building.

Unions, Associations, and NGOs

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
EU 11 0,205%
EIS 7 0,130%
NHS ‘ 1 0,019%
Total 19 0,354%
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Mentioning the names of unions and associations, the EU appears 11 times in

Rishi Sunak's speeches. At this stage, the EU has become central to discussions on

Britain's political strategy and Brexit.

Education Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SCHOOLS \ 4 0,075%
EDUCATION 2 0,037%
UNIVERSITIES 2 0,037%
Total K 0,149%

Educational terms are rarely used due to Sunak's relatively early career and focus

on broader issues.

Job Titles
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SPEAKER 8 0,149%
CHAIRMAN 6 0,112%
SECRETARY 4 0,075%
MINISTER 2 0,037%
CHANCELLOR 1 0,019%
Total 21 0,391%

We see that Rishi Sunak often addresses the speaker. This is a way of expressing

formality and politeness to officials.

State Bodies

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
POLICE 12 0,224%
GOVERNMENT 12 0,224%
OFFICERS 5 0,093%
STATE 3 0,056%
HMRC & 0,056%
METROPOLITAN 3 0,056%
Total 38 0,708%
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State terms include the frequent use of the words police and government. They

are evidence that Rishi Sunak refers to authoritative bodies when addressing a

particular topic.

Political Parties and Movements

No explicit mentions of political parties and movements were identified in the

current period.

Terms of International Politics

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
TRADE 5 0,093%
POLICY 4 0,075%
NATION 3 0,056%
FOREIGN 2 0,037%
RELATIONS 1 0,019%
Total 15 0,280%

At the international level, the politician refers most often to trade as a means of

"connecting" with the world and spreading the UK's influence.

Legal Terms
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
ANONYMITY 4 0,075%
REGULATIONS 3 0,056%
INVESTIGATION 2 0,037%
JUSTICE 2 0,037%
CRIMINALITY 1 0,019%
DEFENSE 1 0,019%
EVIDENCE 1 0,019%
LAW 1 0,019%
LEGAL 1 0,019%
RIGHTS 1 0,019%
Total 17 0,317%

We can also notice that Rishi Sunak speaks on legal topics, namely anonymity

of expression.
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Economic Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
ECONOMY 11 0,205%
DEBT 10 0,186%
GROWTH 8 0,149%
INVESTMENT 7 0,130%
GDP 7 0,130%
FINANCE 6 0,112%
TRADE 5 0,093%
BUDGET 4 0,075%
CAPITAL 4 0,075%
MARKET 4 0,075%
INTEREST 4 0,075%
TAX 3 0,056%
FISCAL 3 0,056%
BUSINESS 2 0,037%
FINANCES 2 0,037%
INCOME 1 0,019%
EXPORT 1 0,019%
CURRENCY 1 0,019%
Total 83 1,547%
Electoral Vocabulary
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
VOTE 2 0,037%
VOTERS 1 0,019%
CAMPAIGN 1 0,019%
Total 4 0,075%

Military Vocabulary

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
RAF LEEMING 1 0,019%
ARMY 1 0,019%
ARMED FORCES 1 0,019%
CATARACT GARRISON 1 0,019%
GREEN HOWARDS 1 0,019%
Total 5 0,094%

In contrast to the military and electoral vocabulary, Rishi Sunak focuses on

economic issues, specifically the words economy and debt, which became critical for

the adoption of the general budget of the country.
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Nouns with Positive Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
GROWTH 8 0,149%
OPPORTUNITY 5 0,093%
BEAUTY 3 0,056%
LAUGHTER 3 0,056%
SUCCESS 3 0,056%
RESPECT 3 0,056%
TRUTH 2 0,037%
FRIEND(s) 2 0,037%
WARMTH 1 0,019%
PEACE 1 0,019%
RELIEF 1 0,019%
Total 32 0,596%

During the first period, the politician used nouns with positive connotations 32

times, the most frequent of which are growth and opportunity. These words refer to

local businesses, which, in Sunak's opinion, have great potential to grow to the national

level. Rishi Sunak logically turns to local regions to understand the internal structure

of economic issues. This will allow him to further develop the strategy at the national

level.
Nouns with Negative Connotation
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
DEBT 10 0,186%
SHOOTING 10 0,186%
BAN 6 0,112%
CANCER 2 0,037%
FAILINGS 2 0,037%
VICTIMS 2 0,037%
DELAY 1 0,019%
FEAR 1 0,019%
DISASTER 1 0,019%
STRUGGLE 1 0,019%
RISK 1 0,019%
ACCUSATION 1 0,019%
ACCUSER 1 0,019%
CRIMINALITY 1 0,019%
DESTRUCTION 1 0,019%
Total 41 0,764%
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Nouns with negative connotations are used 42 times, with the focus on the words

debt and shooting. It is interesting that words with negative connotations prevail in this

case, as politicians deliberately avoid negative connotations. However, in the existing

context, Rishi Sunak wants to draw attention to issues that really affect the welfare of

citizens. This fact is a bright example of not being afraid to raise serious topics.

Adjectives with Positive Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
EXCELLENT 6 0,112%
BETTER 6 0,112%
PROUD 5 0,093%
HONOURABLE 4 0,075%
STRONG 4 0,075%
BRIGHT 4 0,075%
OUTSTANDING 2 0,037%
FIT 2 0,037%
REMARKABLE 2 0,037%
WELCOMING 2 0,037%
FINEST 2 0,037%
AMBITIOUS 2 0,037%
PROSPEROUS 2 0,037%
HEALTHY 1 0,019%
GOOD 1 0,019%
FORTUNATE 1 0,019%
COMPASSIONATE 1 0,019%
Total 47 0,876%

An interesting trend is the use of adjectives with strong positive connotations.

We can see that the word excellent prevails. Instead, the word good is used only once.

In fact, strong adjectives appeal more to people's emotions. Therefore, it is important

for politicians to connect with the public in this way, which is what Rishi Sunak is

doing. In this way, he expresses a firm position even when appealing to emotions.

Adjectives with Negative Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
HARD 3 0,056%
POORER 2 0,037%
DIFFICULT |2 0,037%
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DANGEROUS

DEVASTATING

DISABLED
INADEQUATE
MISLEADING
ODD

SAD

SEVERE
OUTDATED
TOUGH
WRONG

UNREGULATED

SHAMEFUL
UNJUSTIFIED
GUILTY

Total

PR RPRRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRERRR

N
N

0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,019%
0,410%

In contrast to adjectives with positive connotations, adjectives with negative

connotations are used only 22 times, of which the word hard is used three times.

Politicians deliberately avoid such words in order not to spread pessimism. The

example of Rishi Sunak shows that the politician does not see any issues that cannot

be solved. Therefore, the use of such adjectives is not frequent enough.

Verbs with Positive Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SUPPORT 4 0,075%
CREATE 3 0,056%
HELP 3 0,056%
IMPROVE 2 0,037%
LEARN 2 0,037%
SAVE 2 0,037%
THRIVE 2 0,037%
WELCOME 2 0,037%
AMUSED 1 0,019%
APPRECIATE 1 0,019%
CELEBRATE 1 0,019%
ACHIEVE 1 0,019%
ATTRACT 1 0,019%
LOVE 1 0,019%
SUCCEED 1 0,019%
UPGRADE 1 0,019%
Total 28 0,522%

71



As for verbs with positive connotations, they are used 28 times. All these words
are action verbs aimed at development, such as support, create, help. In this way, Rishi

Sunak emphasises the call to action, to unite, to a common goal.

Verbs with Negative Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
LOST 3 0,056%
FAILED 2 0,037%
FORGET 2 0,037%
STRUGGLE 1 0,019%
ABANDONED 1 0,019%
BANNING 1 0,019%
DIED 1 0,019%
LIE 1 0,019%
Total 12 0,224%

As for verbs with negative connotations, they project a similar situation with
adjectives, i.e. they are not quite frequent in use (12 times). The fact is that they
inherently sound harsh, and that is why politicians also try to avoid such words. So,
again, for Rishi Sunak, it is important to show action, not mistakes, growth, not failed
attempts.

An analysis of Rishi Sunak's early career speeches helped to reveal the
tendencies in the usage of general political and special political vocabulary.
Philosophical terms such as "opportunity" are frequently repeated, illustrating his focus
on unlocking the UK's growth and development potential. Sociologically and
culturally, Sunak emphasises family and heritage values, portraying them as
fundamental to nation-building efforts. The reference to alliances and associations,
particularly the EU, underlines the centrality of the politician's discussions of UK
political strategy and Brexit.

Frequent references to official positions help Rishi Sunak to give his speeches a
more formal look. The use of economic terms and references to government agencies

suggests that at the beginning of his career, the politician was actively involved in these
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discussions and was not afraid to express his opinion, although at that time his concerns
did not include these particular issues. A balance was found between positive and
negative nouns in his speeches, while other politicians would have avoided using terms
with negative connotations. This again shows how Sunak actively referred to current
issues in Britain. His use of words such as excellent instead of the regular good
demonstrates his broader vocabulary and adds formality to his speeches.

Based on the vocabulary used by Rishi Sunak during the first period, it is clear
that at the beginning of his career it was important for the politician to show his
commitment to the country and lay the foundations of trust by demonstrating the
capabilities of the UK, appealing to the core values of the country and thereby showing

that he also shared them.

3.2.2. The chancellorship (2019 - 2022)

Philosophical Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
TIME 35 0,199%
OPPORTUNITY 12 0,068%
GENERATION 6 0,034%
TRUTH 5 0,028%
NATURE 5 0,028%
POWER 5 0,028%
SUCCESS 4 0,023%
AMBITION 3 0,017%
FREEDOM 3 0,017%
DEBATE 2 0,011%
SPIRIT 2 0,011%
VALUES 2 0,011%
CONTROL 1 0,006%
CONTRIBUTION 1 0,006%
Total 86 0,488%

In this period, Rishi Sunak started using the term time remarkably often. Most
likely, he tried to emphasise urgency in ongoing political matters. Also, the opportunity
IS at the top of philosophical terms used by the politician, projecting the same tendency
as in the previous period. Since these two terms complement each other, Sunak used

both fairly frequently to convey his ideas to the public. Compared to the previous
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period, philosophical terms were used slightly less frequently (0,488% now, 0,671%

before).

Sociological Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
MEMBER 9 0,051%
GENERATION 6 0,034%
FAMILY 3 0,017%
COMMUNITY 3 0,017%
SOCIETY 3 0,017%
POPULATION 2 0,011%
IMMIGRATION 2 0,011%
UNION 2 0,011%
Total 30 0,170%

Cultural Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
HISTORY 4 0,023%
VALUES ‘ 2 0,011%
CUSTOMS ‘ 1 0,006%
Total 7 0,040%

Both sociological and cultural terms are used less frequently compared to the
first period (0,170% from 0,336% and 0,040% from 0,168%, respectively). Together
with lesser usage of philosophical terms, we can conclude that Rishi Sunak has moved

away from persuading the public with abstract concepts and makes more use of precise

facts.
Unions, Associations, and NGOs
No mentions of unions, associations, or NGOs were identified in the given
period.
Education Terms
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SCHOOLS 7 0,040%
EDUCATION 6 0,034%
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TRAINING
SCHOOL
COLLEGE
ACADEMIC
TEACHERS
UNIVERSITIES
LEARNING
Total
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28

0,034%
0,011%
0,011%
0,011%
0,006%
0,006%
0,006%
0,159%

Education terms were used consistently rarely in the first and second period of
Sunak’s career (0,159% now, 0,149% before). Schools and education were mentioned

a few times during budget talks, when the politician tried to draw attention to the

allocation of funds for this area.

Job Titles
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SPEAKER 65 0,369%
SECRETARY 14 0,079%
MINISTER 5 0,028%
CHANCELLOR 3 0,017%
Total 87 0,493%

During the second period, Rishi Sunak most often appealed to or mentioned the

speaker 65 times. While also mentioning other roles like secretary, it’s apparent that

most of his speeches were addressed towards the speaker itself, while in the first period,

the distribution of roles Rishi spoke to was fairer. Also, Sunak started mentioning the

job titles themselves more often than in previous period as a way to appeal to the

authority (0,493% now, 0,391% before).

State Bodies

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
GOVERNMENT 33 0,187%
BANK 15 0,085%
NHS 14 0,079%
TREASURY 5 0,028%
OFFICE 4 0,023%
HMRC 4 0,023%
PARLIAMENT 4 0,023%

75



Total |79 0,448%

Among the mentions of state bodies, the government appeared the most often —
33 times — likely as an implicit way of referring to his colleagues. Other terms like
bank, NHS (National Health Service) appeared 15 and 14 times, respectively, in

discussions related to the budget.

Political Parties and Movements

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
CONSERVATIVE(S) 11 0,062%
LABOURC('S) 6 0,034%
Total 17 0,096%

In Rishi Sunak’s budget speeches, mentions of the Conservative and Labour
parties helped the politician appeal either to his colleagues (Conservatives) or to his

opposition, depending on the argument. This technique wasn’t employed in the first

period.
Terms of International Politics
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
POLICY 19 0,108%
NATION 11 0,062%
TRADE 6 0,034%
UNIVERSAL 6 0,034%
TRANSITION 5 0,028%
Total 47 0,267%
Legal Terms
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
EVIDENCE 3 0,017%
JUSTICE 1 0,006%
Total 4 0,023%

It is evident that Rishi Sunak used legal vocabulary much more rarely than in
the first period (0,0317% to 0,023%). However, the topic of international politics was

consistent between both periods. The most frequent terms are policy and nation, with
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19 and 11 appearances, respectively. This suggests a focus on issues related to
governance, national identity, and strategic direction affecting Britain and other

countries.

Economic Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
JOBS 94 0,533%
MILLION 71 0,403%
BILLION 60 0,340%
TAX 59 0,335%
ECONOMY 56 0,318%
BUDGET 53 0,301%
BUSINESS 52 0,295%
INVESTMENT 36 0,204%
PLAN 36 0,204%
PAY 36 0,204%
FUNDING &7 0,181%
FISCAL 30 0,170%
CuUT 29 0,164%
RATE 23 0,130%
GROWTH 22 0,125%
COST 20 0,113%
FINANCES 13 0,074%
WAGE 12 0,068%
TAXES 10 0,057%
INCOME 10 0,057%
CAPITAL 9 0,051%
WAGES 9 0,051%
GDP 8 0,045%
DEBT 7 0,040%
INTEREST 7 0,040%
TRADE 6 0,034%
INFLATION 5 0,028%
FINANCE 3 0,017%
MARKET & 0,017%
EXPORT 3 0,017%
Total 814 4,617%

During this period, economic terms are the most prominent, with a relative
frequency of 4,167% (1,547% in the first period), which means that on average, among
200 words randomly chosen from the corpus, a term related to the economy is almost

certain to appear. Very high usage of the words jobs, business, investment, tax, and
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wage is obviously meant to convince the government to boost the stagnating economy
during the COVID-19 crisis. Words million and billion are very common in the context
of large-scale economic figures, such as budget allocations, investments, or economic

output since discussions of this kind require accuracy and certainty.

Electoral Vocabulary

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
PROGRAMME 3 0,017%
ELECTION 3 0,017%
VOTE 1 0,006%
VOTING 1 0,006%
Total 8 0,045%

Rishi Sunak doesn’t use terms related to elections very often, even less than in
the previous period (0,045% now, 0,075% before). It could suggest that he is

comfortable with his current position and his government.

Military Vocabulary

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
DEFENCES \ & 0,017%
ARMED FORCES 3 0,017%
Total 6 0,034%

The situation is similar for military vocabulary (0,034% now, 0,075% before).
The politician uses military terms, usually in an economic context, during his

argumentation for funding entities related to the UK armed forces.

Nouns with Positive Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SUPPORT 40 0,226%
GROWTH 22 0,125%
PROSPERITY 17 0,096%
COMMITMENT 15 0,085%
RELIEF 15 0,085%
OPPORTUNITY 12 0,068%
HOSPITALITY 11 0,062%
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PRODUCTIVITY 10 0,057%
SECURITY 9 0,051%
HEALTH 9 0,051%
RECOVERY 8 0,045%
DEVELOPMENT 7 0,040%
GUARANTEE 7 0,040%
CONFIDENCE 6 0,034%
PROMISE 6 0,034%
SUCCESS 4 0,023%
OPPORTUNITIES 2 0,011%
Total 200 1,133%
Nouns with Negative Connotation
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
CORONAVIRUS 31 0,176%
CRISIS 15 0,085%
DEBT 7 0,040%
UNEMPLOYMENT 7 0,040%
DAMAGE 4 0,023%
POLLUTION 4 0,023%
RISK 4 0,023%
PROBLEM 4 0,023%
Total 76 0,431%

In Sunak’s speeches, the usage of nouns with positive connotation is preferred,
even more so in the second period (1,133% now, 0,596% before). The top 1 positive
noun is support, while top 1 negative is coronavirus. These terms are closely related,
since the pandemic led to the economic crisis, and small/medium businesses needed
support from the government in forms of tax cuts, credits, and other means just to be
afloat. It’s obvious that the politician would consistently bring up this problem in his
budget speeches. Other words with positive connotation used are growth, prosperity,
commitment, and relief. These are closely tied to the previous argument according to
which if other politicians agree and cooperate with the Chancellor, all these terms will
come to reality. However, it's important to note that growth can sometimes have
negative connotations, such as when referring to an increase in the number of sick
people, even though the word itself is generally positive. Other fairly used negative
terms include crisis, debt, and unemployment as immediate consequences of the

COVID-19 pandemic.
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Adjectives with Positive Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
HONOURABLE 13 0,074%
BETTER 12 0,068%
GENEROUS 10 0,057%
FAIR 9 0,051%
YOUNG 8 0,045%
PROUD 6 0,034%
GOOD 6 0,034%
INNOVATIVE 6 0,034%
FREE 6 0,034%
STRONG 5} 0,028%
COMPETITIVE 5 0,028%
CONFIDENT 5 0,028%
INCREDIBLE 4 0,023%
PLEASED 4 0,023%
PRODUCTIVE & 0,017%
EXCELLENT 2 0,011%
AMBITIOUS 2 0,011%
CREATIVE 2 0,011%
EXCEPTIONAL 2 0,011%
PROSPEROUS 1 0,006%
HEALTHY 1 0,006%
Total 112 0,635%

The politician continues to consistently use adjectives with strongly positive
connotations, with a slight decrease from the previous period (0,635% now, 0,876%
before). Interestingly, the most commonly used adjective is honourable, with 13
appearances over the corpus. Upon further inspection of speeches, it was found that
Sunak added the word frequently when mentioning his fellow colleagues, often
referring to them as his “honourable friends”. It gives the public the impression that
Rishi Sunak is a friendly and polite person. Words better and generous also make up a
fair amount of positively connotated adjectives, mostly referring to economic reforms
and tax cuts. In the second period, the word good is used more often (6 times) than its
strong counterpart excellent (2 times). It means that Rishi considered the word good

more fitting in his budget speeches.
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Adjectives with Negative Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
VULNERABLE 9 0,051%
SICK 8 0,045%
WORRIED 6 0,034%
HARD 6 0,034%
UNEMPLOYED 4 0,023%
IRRESPONSIBLE 3 0,017%
UNABLE 3 0,017%
WORST 3 0,017%
AGGRESSIVE 1 0,006%
Total 43 0,244%

As for the adjectives with a negative connotation, the most frequently used

include vulnerable, sick, and worried. All these refer to people suffering during the

COVID-19 crisis. However, the usage of negative adjectives decreased compared to

the previous period (0,244% now, 0,410% before), which shows that Sunak tried to

keep his arguments on a more positive note to persuade his audience.

Verbs with Positive Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SUPPORT 50 0,283%
HELP 24 0,136%
PROTECT 24 0,136%
INCREASE 24 0,136%
CREATE 17 0,096%
PROMISED 17 0,096%
PROVIDE 16 0,091%
CREATING 14 0,079%
SUPPORTING 13 0,074%
GROW 11 0,062%
DELIVER 9 0,051%
IMPROVE 7 0,040%
PROTECTING 7 0,040%
PROMISE 6 0,034%
LEADING 6 0,034%
ACHIEVE 5 0,028%
LEAD 4 0,023%
SAVE 3 0,017%
WELCOME & 0,017%
SUCCEED 3 0,017%
LEARN 1 0,006%
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ATTRACT 1 0,006%
Total | 265 1,502%

Verbs with a positive connotation are widespread through the corpus, and their
usage has risen significantly since the previous period (1,502% now, 0,522% before).
The most frequent term is support at 50 occurrences, and the next three are a tie: help,
protect, and increase at 24 occurrences. It should be noted that support was also the
most frequent noun with a positive connotation, but nouns and verbs were counted
separately. These verbs are most likely related to business support during the pandemic.
Rishi Sunak appears to use a wide range of vocabulary as of positive verbs in his

speeches.

Verbs with Negative Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
STRUGGLING 3 0,017%
LOST 2 0,011%
STRUGGLE 1 0,006%
LOSE 1 0,006%
CEASE 1 0,006%
Total 8 0,045%

Compared to the first period, the usage of verbs with a negative connotation is
almost non-existent (0,045% now, 0,764% before). With the increased number of
positive terms, the contrast is quite high. It is evident that for the political figure it was
even more important to showcase strength in his speeches in the second period.

The comparative analysis revealed trends in the use of lexical items in the second
period, which in some cases differ significantly. During his second period as
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sunak frequently emphasises terms such as "time™ and
"opportunity". These underline his efforts to convey a sense of urgency and potential
for action in addressing current political issues.

An interesting fact is that Rishi Sunak takes a more precise approach, with less
use of philosophical, sociological and cultural terms. Instead, Sunak seems to rely more

on concrete facts and figures to convey his ideas, especially in the economic context.
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Economic terms dominate his speeches, showing efforts to overcome the challenges
posed by the COVID-19 crisis and to stimulate economic recovery. In addition, Sunak's
use of positive nouns and adjectives, combined with a decrease in the use of negative
terms, indicates that he is maintaining a positive tone and instilling confidence in his
policies and initiatives.

It is worth noting that Sunak actively mentions state bodies, positions, and
political parties. In this way, he actively appeals to various stakeholders and positions
himself in the political landscape.

Based on the selected vocabulary during the second period, it is clear that the
politician no longer appeals to all the values he emphasised in the first period. The
position of the Chancellor required the politician to speak in the language of facts (often
economic data), and thus to change the style of communication as such. In this way,
we can see how the politician's flexibility with the new responsibilities in his life is

manifested.

3.2.3. The premiership (2022 — present time)

Philosophical Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
TIME 12 0,125%
FREEDOM 9 0,094%
PRINCIPLES 7 0,073%
OPPORTUNITY 5 0,052%
SPIRIT 4 0,042%
PURPOSE 4 0,042%
GENERATION 3 0,031%
VALUES 3 0,031%
CONTROL 2 0,021%
NATURE 2 0,021%
POWER 2 0,021%
CONTRIBUTION 1 0,010%
Total 54 0,564%

In the third period, the usage of philosophical terms stays consistently average.

Time is again one of the most frequent occurrences (12 times), which, as it was
mentioned, conveys a sense of urgency. Also, freedom appeared on the list with 9
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mentions, which is likely related to talking about Ukrainians during the Russian

invasion. Generally, philosophical terms employed by Sunak are positive by nature.

Sociological Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
GENERATION 3 0,031%
FAMILY 2 0,021%
COMMUNITY 2 0,021%
UNION 2 0,021%
POPULATION 1 0,010%
IMMIGRATION 1 0,010%
MEMBER 1 0,010%
Total 12 0,125%
Cultural Terms
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
HISTORY 4 0,042%
VALUES 3 0,031%
CULTURE 3 0,031%
LANGUAGE 2 0,021%
Total 12 0,125%

Sociological and cultural terms usage remained low throughout all periods.

Compared to the second period, sociology-related words were used slightly less

frequently (0,125% now, 0,170% before), and cultural terms appeared a bit more often

(0,125% now, 0,040% before). History, values, and generation being at the top of local

frequency list suggest that the politician tried to raise some sense of patriotism in his

audience.

Unions, Associations, and NGOs

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
NATO 14 0,146%
EU 1 0,010%
CPTPP 1 0,010%
Total 16 0,167%
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As for mentions of organisations, NATO is the most prominent in the context of
military discussions. Generally, mentions of unions, associations, and NGOs are not
very frequent among the corpus (0,354% in the first period, 0% in the second period,
0,167% in the third period). It is evident that Rishi Sunak usually addresses individual

people instead of organisations in his speeches.

Education Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
TRAINING 11 0,115%
EDUCATION 6 0,063%
TEACHERS 5 0,052%
SCHOOLS 3 0,031%
UNIVERSITIES 1 0,010%
LEARNING 1 0,010%
Total 27 0,282%

Education term usage stays low over three periods corpus (0,149% in the first
period, 0,159% in the second period, 0,282% in the third period). In the current period,
the small increase is linked to the word training, which in the given context is not

related to education, but rather to the training of Ukrainian and British troops.

Job Titles
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
DOCTOR(S) 10 0,103%
NURSE(S) 10 0,103%
SPEAKER 8 0,084%
MINISTER 6 0,063%
CHANCELLOR 2 0,021%
SECRETARY 1 0,010%
Total 37 0,387%

As Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak now addresses a separate primary audience —
the general public of the UK — instead of his fellow colleagues. So, it is consequent

that mentions of speaker, minister, chancellor, and secretary became much rarer.
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State Bodies

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
NHS 26 0,272%
GOVERNMENT 24 0,251%
COUNCIL 6 0,063%
POLICE 4 0,042%
METROPOLITAN 2 0,021%
BANK 2 0,021%
PARLIAMENT 1 0,010%
Total 65 0,679%

In terms of state bodies, the most frequent usage of these terms is still NHS with

26 occurrences and government with 24. While mentions of NHS are mostly isolated

in a single speech, the government appears consistently throughout all speeches in the

period. Overall, occurrences of state bodies in speeches of Rishi Sunak are consistent

and have average frequency (0,708% in the first period, 0,448% in the second period,

0,679% in the third period).

Political Parties and Movements

No explicit mentions of political parties and movements were identified in the

current period.

Terms of International Politics

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SECURITY 17 0,178%
WAR 11 0,115%
POLICY 8 0,084%
AID 5 0,052%
TRADE 4 0,042%
PARTNERSHIP 4 0,042%
ALLIANCE 4 0,042%
AGREEMENT 3 0,031%
NATION 2 0,021%
FOREIGN 2 0,021%
DIPLOMACY 2 0,021%
PEACE 2 0,021%
SANCTIONS 1 0,010%
NEGOTIATIONS 1 0,010%
CONFLICT 1 0,010%
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Total

| 67

0,700%

Obviously, national security and war mentions have been at the top of the

frequency list since the Russian invasion. What is also notable is that Rishi Sunak is

not afraid to use the word war, while other politicians would try to avoid being so

direct. It shows his solid stance in the ongoing world conflict. Words such as aid,

partnership, alliance, and agreement are also related to these events, even though these

were not used as often. Compared to the first and second periods, terms of international

politics started occurring much more frequently in the third period (0,280% in the first
period, 0,267% in the second period, and 0,700% in the third period).

Legal Terms
Term Frequency Relative Frequency
ILLEGAL 8 0,084%
LAW 5 0,052%
EVIDENCE & 0,031%
CRIME 2 0,021%
CASE 2 0,021%
JUDGE 1 0,010%
LEGAL 1 0,010%
SANCTIONS 1 0,010%
Total 23 0,240%

In the current period, the politician returned to his usage of legal vocabulary,

even though it was mostly related to Russian war crimes in Ukraine, with terms like

illegal, evidence, and crime. It explains the jump from 0,023% in the second period to

0,240% in the third period.

Economic Terms

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
PAY 21 0,220%
PLAN 16 0,167%
ECONOMY 9 0,094%
MILLION 8 0,084%
BILLION 8 0,084%

87



INVESTMENT
CuUT
TRADE
COST
DEBT

TAX

JOBS
MONEY
INDUSTRY
GROWTH
CAPITAL
TAXES
BUSINESS
INFLATION
MARKET
Total
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0,063%
0,052%
0,042%
0,042%
0,031%
0,031%
0,031%
0,031%
0,031%
0,021%
0,021%
0,021%
0,021%
0,021%
0,010%
1,118%

Economic vocabulary continues to be prevalent in Sunak’s speeches, even

though not as in previous periods (4,617% in the second period, 1,118% in the third

period). Similarly to the state bodies part, the word pay was used mostly in a single

speech regarding public sector pay review, while plan was consistently used

throughout the corpora. The economy, in general, has become less significant since

Rishi Sunak assumed the role of Prime Minister, as he now addresses a wider range of

topics.

Electoral Vocabulary

No election-related terms were identified in the current period.

Military Vocabulary

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SECURITY 17 0,178%
NATO 14 0,146%
DEFENCE 13 0,136%
WAR 11 0,115%
MILITARY 8 0,084%
STRIKES 8 0,084%
ATTACKS 7 0,073%
RANGE 7 0,073%
AIR 6 0,063%
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AID

TANKS
TROOPS
VESSELS
WEAPONS
COMBAT
MISSION
FORCES
NAVY
OPERATION
AMMUNITION
AUKUS
Total

NNWWWWPrrEAMSPEPRO

132

0,052%
0,042%
0,042%
0,042%
0,042%
0,042%
0,031%
0,031%
0,031%
0,031%
0,021%
0,021%
1,380%

In the third period military terms became noticeably prevalent due to events with
Russia (0,094% in the first period, 0,034% in the second period, 1,380% in the third

period). Sunak used a multitude of words related to the military, such as (national)

security, NATO, defence, and war. Also, he mentioned several warfare assets such as

tanks, air (forces), troops, weapons, navy, etc., either regarding military aid or

suggesting that each element of British armed forces should be strengthened.

Moreover, the usage of words strikes, attacks, combat are meant to focus public

opinion regarding Ukraine and invoke empathy to people living there.

Nouns with Positive Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SUPPORT 12 0,125%
FREEDOM 9 0,094%
HOME 9 0,094%
SAFETY 7 0,073%
HOPE 6 0,063%
INNOVATION 6 0,063%
PROGRESS 6 0,063%
AID 5 0,052%
OPPORTUNITY 5 0,052%
OPPORTUNITIES 5 0,052%
TRIBUTE 5 0,052%
LEADERSHIP 5 0,052%
TRUST 4 0,042%
CONFIDENCE 3 0,031%
GENEROSITY 2 0,021%
PROSPERITY 2 0,021%
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RESPECT | 2 0,021%
Total 193 0,972%

As for nouns with a positive connotation, they are still very prevalent in the
corpus (0,596% in the first period, 1,133% in the second period, 0,972% in the third
period). However, this time the purpose of such terms is closer to invoking patriotism
and urgency in the ongoing crisis, rather than trying to improve the general mood in

speeches.

Nouns with Negative Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
WAR 11 0,115%
ATTACKS 7 0,073%
RISK 5 0,052%
RISKS 5 0,052%
SACRIFICE 4 0,042%
DEBT 3 0,031%
PROBLEM 3 0,031%
CRIME 2 0,021%
SHORTAGE 2 0,021%
DISRUPTION 2 0,021%
CRISIS 1 0,010%
DESTRUCTION 1 0,010%
DEATH 1 0,010%
Total 47 0,491%

Regarding nouns with a negative connotation, the term war was used 11 times
and attacks 7 times, which are related to Ukraine as well. Some other negative nouns
were encountered such as risk, debt, problem, crisis, which are linked to other issues
the Prime Minister addressed at the time of the migration crisis and post-coronavirus
economy restoration. Generally, he doesn’t use such nouns unless he must convey the
problem to the public. Compared to previous periods, this period has less than average
number of nouns with a negative connotation (0,764% in the first period, 0,431% in
the second period, 0,491% in the third period).

Adjectives with Positive Connotation
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Term Frequency Relative Frequency
NEW 24 0,251%
BEST 11 0,115%
CLEAR 10 0,105%
FAIR 10 0,105%
BETTER 10 0,105%
PROUD 8 0,084%
RIGHT 7 0,073%
GREAT 5 0,052%
INCREDIBLE 5 0,052%
MODERN 5 0,052%
SAFE 5 0,052%
SURE 5 0,052%
EXTRAORDINARY 5 0,052%
GOOD 4 0,042%
ABLE 4 0,042%
CREATIVE 4 0,042%
POWERFUL 4 0,042%
FREE 4 0,042%
CONFIDENT 3 0,031%
GRATEFUL 3 0,031%
STRONG 2 0,021%
BRILLIANT 1 0,010%
COURAGEOQUS 1 0,010%
HONEST 1 0,010%
NOBLE 1 0,010%
FORTUNATE 1 0,010%
Total 143 1,495%

Rishi Sunak seems to consistently use positively connotated adjectives

throughout his speeches. However, such adjectives appear especially often in the last
period (0,876% in the first period, 0,635% in the second period, 1,495% in the third
period). This implies that he is trying to create a better perception of the changes he

made during his premiership. Words new, best, fair, better, modern all convey such

feeling to whatever the politician described in the speech.

Adjectives with Negative Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
ILLEGAL 8 0,084%
DIFFICULT 5 0,052%
WRONG 5 0,052%
HARD 4 0,042%
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CRIMINAL
DANGEROUS
BAD

LETHAL

POOR

WORSE
DISRESPECTFUL
DISRUPTIVE
HORRIFIC
IMPOSSIBLE
TERRIBLE
TRAGIC
UNACCEPTABLE
UNFAIR
DEVASTATING
Total
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0,031%
0,031%
0,021%
0,021%
0,021%
0,021%
0,010%
0,010%
0,010%
0,010%
0,010%
0,010%
0,010%
0,010%
0,010%
0,470%

Adjectives with a negative connotation are used the most frequently in the third

period. Yet, the difference between the last and first two periods is not big (0,410% in
the first period, 0,244% in the second period, 0,470% in the third period). The term

illegal appears 8 times in the speech concerning immigration problem, difficult and

wrong — 5 times both sprinkled over multiple speeches. Overall, Rishi Sunak seems to

avoid overusing adjectives with a negative connotation, unless he wants to point out

some specific issue (as evident in the case with illegal migration).

Verbs with Positive Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SUPPORT 12 0,125%
HELP 10 0,105%
PROVIDE 10 0,105%
LEAD 7 0,073%
GROW 7 0,073%
ACHIEVE 5 0,052%
INCREASE 5 0,052%
CREATE 4 0,042%
IMPROVE 4 0,042%
KEEP 4 0,042%
PROTECT 4 0,042%
TRUST 4 0,042%
CELEBRATE & 0,031%
ACT 3 0,031%
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COMMIT 2 0,021%
INNOVATE 2 0,021%
LEARN 2 0,021%
STRENGTHEN 2 0,021%
UNITE 2 0,021%
VALUE 2 0,021%
WIN 2 0,021%
WISH 2 0,021%
Total 98 1,024%

The top 3 verbs with a positive connotation are support, help, and provide. It’s
worth noting that these words are related partly to the aid for Ukraine and other
unrelated topics, rather than support for businesses like in the second period. Using
various positive verbs, Rishi Sunak displayed a lot of empathy in his latest speeches
and made himself known as a strong and compassionate leader. Compared with the
previous two periods, this time, the usage of such verbs is right in the middle (0,522%
in the first period, 1,502% in the second period, 1,024% in the third period).

Verbs with Negative Connotation

Term Frequency Relative Frequency
SEIZE 2 0,021%
AVOID 1 0,010%
DISAGREE 1 0,010%
ELIMINATED 1 0,010%
ABDUCTED 1 0,010%
Total 6 0,063%

The usage of verbs with the negative connotation remained low, similar to the
second period. The motive is likely the same — to evoke a sense of strength and
positivity in the politician’s speeches.

In the third period, Rishi Sunak's speeches show some consistent patterns and
changes in his language use. He still uses philosophical terms at an average rate, with
"time" and "freedom" being common, likely to show urgency and talk about current
events like the Russian invasion of Ukraine. These terms generally have positive
meanings. Sociological and cultural terms are not used much, though there's a slight
increase in cultural terms compared to before. Sunak often mentions patriotism-related

words like "history™ and "values." When talking about organisations, Sunak mainly
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focuses on individuals rather than groups. He mentions educational terms very rarely,
except when talking about training troops. As Prime Minister, the politician now speaks
more to the general public than to his colleagues, so he mentions job titles less often.
He still talks a lot about state bodies like the NHS and the government, especially
during times of national security concerns. Military terms become more common due
to events like the conflict in Ukraine. The prime minister emphasises the need to
strengthen the UK's armed forces. Positive nouns are used to invoke patriotism and
urgency, while negative ones are mentioned less often, usually to highlight specific
issues. Rishi Sunak continues to use positive adjectives, especially in his latest
speeches, to create a positive image of his leadership. Negative adjectives are used
carefully, usually to point out specific issues. Furthermore, positive verbs like
"support™ and "help" are common, showing empathy and strength in his speeches. In
conclusion, Sunak's language reflects his efforts to address current events, show
leadership, and inspire confidence in his actions.

Based on the words of the third period, it can be understood that with the post of
Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak's attention is now focused on international issues that
require him to take a clear position. The fact that he addresses individuals, not just
political representatives, confirms that he has his own opinion and authority among the

community.
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CONCLUSION

Language, as a constantly evolving form of communication, has gained immense
importance, particularly in our globalised world where borders between nations are
fading. It serves as a crucial tool for bridging cultural divides and facilitating
understanding across diverse societies.

The political sphere remains crucial in the 21st century due to its profound
Impact on shaping societies, economies, and global affairs. In an era characterised by
rapid technological advancements, interconnectedness, and complex challenges such
as climate change and global health crises, political decisions hold significant sway
over numerous aspects of life. This fact further leads us to the notion of political
discourse which involves analysing how politicians communicate their ideas and
persuade others.

We arrived at the conclusion that political discourse is an interdisciplinary field,
influenced by linguistic, cultural, and sociopolitical factors. We analysed various
definitions and perspectives on political discourse, ranging from its role in shaping
public opinion to its function as a tool for power negotiation and communication in
political contexts. Additionally, we explored the broad and narrow understandings of
political discourse, considering its manifestations in both formal political institutions
and civil society organisations. Through this detailed analysis, our study aimed to
provide insights into the complexities of political communication and its implications
for contemporary society.

Political discourse is intricately linked with language, serving as a tool for power
and persuasion. It involves specific strategies like appeals, promises, and slogans to
sway opinions. It's characterised by ambiguity, emotional language, and abstract
concepts, enabling effective manipulation of information. It targets both explicit and
implicit audiences, with mass media playing a vital role in its dissemination and
shaping public opinion.

We also delved deeper into the functions of political discourse which aim to
inform, influence, and agitate the intended audience, legitimising power structures

while delegitimising opposition. Through coercion, resistance, protest, and simulation,
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it controls perceptions and shapes agendas. It disseminates information, projects into
the past and future, and fosters social control, solidarity, and differentiation. Political
discourse also mobilises populations, implements policies, and projects past
experiences into future arguments.

A linguistic personality is a multifaceted phenomenon, a combination of various
skills and abilities of language communication, a set of linguistic abilities and
intentions to perform certain linguistic actions that can be systematised both by types
of speech activity and according to the levels of the language system. The study
highlighted its manifestation in speech, projecting national-cultural specificity.

The analysis of the linguistic personality of Rishi Sunak at the lexical level, a
young and knowledgeable politician, was interesting for several reasons. Analysing his
language and communication style improved understanding of the way he interacted
with the public and political colleagues. The study of Sunak's linguistic personality
also helped to reveal his values and views on politics, as well as their expression
through language.

The analysis conducted using WordSmith Tools allowed for the accurate
empirical data regarding the usage of lexical means by Rishi Sunak.

Initially, the process involved generating wordlists for different periods of
Sunak's career, which helped identify commonly used English words and their
frequency in his speeches. Additionally, the KeyWords tool was employed to analyse
the data and identify significant words, with reference to the British National Corpus.

In the list of keywords from the three periods, we found an increased frequency
of use of the pronouns "I" and "we" in the later periods. This can be explained by the
politician's career progression over several years, which gave him more opportunities
to express his personal opinion. The connection between the consistently high use of
the pronoun "our" and Rishi Sunak’s Indian origin, which is a collectivist culture, was
established.

In addition, the main key themes in each period of the politician's speeches were
identified. At the beginning of his work in the government, various topics were

mentioned, such as the problem of hunting local animals or the development of the
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Northern economy, which was manifested in the keywords shooting, grouse, debt,
northern. During his tenure as Chancellor of the Exchequer, the focus shifted to
Britain's economic development during the pandemic, which was evident in the
dominance of the following vocabulary: jobs, businesses, million, coronavirus, invest.
In the third period, as Prime Minister, the range of issues mentioned in the politician's
speeches expanded again. These comprised the global scope such as security of the
UK's allies or the development of digital technologies in the country, exemplified in
the words world, security, NATO, tech, Al, Maths.

Rishi Sunak's early speeches showed that he often talked about "opportunity”
and emphasised family and heritage values to build the nation. He mentioned alliances
like the EU, focusing on UK strategy and Brexit. Sunak's tone was polite, especially
with officials, and he talked a lot about "police” and "government." He talked about
trade internationally, aiming for economic diplomacy and UK influence. His speeches
balanced positive and negative ideas, showing hope while recognising challenges.
During the first period Sunak's speeches were hopeful and realistic, calling for action
to develop the country and earning trust by sharing its values.

Concerning the second period, the politician emphasised terms like "time" and
"opportunity” to convey urgency and potential for action in addressing political issues.
Sunak adopted a more precise approach, relying less on philosophical terms and more
on concrete facts, especially in economic contexts, amidst the challenges posed by the
COVID-19 crisis. His speeches were dominated by economic terms, reflecting efforts
to stimulate recovery. A positive tone was maintained through the use of words with a
positive connotation, indicating confidence in his policies. Sunak actively mentioned
state bodies and political parties to appeal to various stakeholders and position himself
politically. This adaptation of language and messaging demonstrated Sunak's strength,
competence, and optimism to the public, reflecting his flexibility in adjusting his
communication style to his role as Chancellor.

In his third period, Rishi Sunak's speeches maintained philosophical terms like
"time" and "freedom" to address current events, such as the Russian invasion of

Ukraine. Cultural references, particularly patriotism-related words, increased slightly.
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The important feature became the focus on individuals over groups when discussing
organisations. The fact that he consistently addressed individuals, not just political
representatives, confirmed that he had his own opinion and authority among the
community. Positive language prevailed, emphasising patriotism and urgency, while

negative terms were almost not used.

98



SUMMARY

MoBa He icHye mo3a KyJabTypor. BoHa € ojHi€l0 3 HaWBaXJIMBIIIUX i1
CKJIaJIOBUX, (DOPMOIO MHCIICHHS, CIIEUU(IYHUM IMPOSIBOM JIIOJICBKOTO JKUTTS, SIKE, B
CBOIO Yepry, € CIPaBXHbOI CYTHICTIO MOBU. AKTHBHI JOCIIPKCHHS MOBU B PI3HHX
cdepax, 0cOOJIMBO B MOMITHIIL, TPU3BEIH A0 MOSBU MOHATTS "MOBHA 0COOHCTICT". Y
€BPOMNEHCHKIA JHTBICTUI 19 CTONITTS MUTaHHA MOBHOI OCOOMCTOCTI IOCTajlioO B
KOHTEKCTI BHMBYEHHSI COLIQJIbHOI MNPHUPOIM MOBH, B3a€EMO3B'A3KY MIK MOBOKO 1
MOBJICHHSIM, MOBOIO 1H/IUBI/Ia 1 KOJIEKTUBY.

Busuennst MoBHOTO npod o Pimri CyHaka € BAXXJIUBUM Y KOHTEKCT1 PO3yMIHHS
HOro MOJITUYHOI cTparterii Ta MeroAiB KomyHikamii. Pimi CyHak BiZOMHM sIK
BIJTUBOBUM TIOJIITUK 1 TIPOBIIHUM €KOHOMICT, TOMY aHaji3 HOoro MOBHOTO MpOdiito
MO>K€ PO3KPUTHU KIIFOUOBI1 ACTIEKTH HOT0 MOJITUYHOTO MiJIX0Y 1 CTHIIIO KEPIBHUIITBA.

AKTYaJBHICTh TAKOTO JTOCIIIJKEHHS [IOJIATAE B TOMY, 10 BOHO JI03BOJIUTH HaM
Kpamie 3po3ymitd, sk Pimni CyHak BUKOPHCTOBYE MOBY JMJisi CHUIKYBaHHS 3
I'POMAJICHKICTIO, sIKI €EKTUBHI MOBH1 3aCO0M BiH BUKOPUCTOBYE JIJIsl IEPEKOHAHHS Ta
MOO1TI3aIlli CBOET ayIUTOPIi, @ TAKOXK fAKI 171l Ta IIIHHOCTI BiH MpUMAaE Ta IPOCYBAE.
Take mocmiKeHHs] MOXE CTaTH BKJIMBUM JIOTIOBHEHHSM J0 3arajlbHOTO PO3yMiHHS
HOJIITUYHOI KYJBTYpU Ta JAUHAMIKH CY4acHOTO OpHUTAHCHKOTO MOJITUYHOTO
nanamadry.

Merta gocaigaxeHHst - po3KpuTH MOBHHI npoduias Pimni CyHaka sk cy4acHOTO
MYJIBTUKYJIBTYPHOTO OPUTAHCHKOTO MOJITHKA T4 BU3HAYUTH MOTO KJIFOUOBI LIIHHOCTI,
17I€0JIOT1I0 Ta YIPABIIHCHKI CTpATErii B KOHTEKCTI MOJITUYHOL JISIIHOCTI.

J{nst nocarHeHHs i€l MeTH 0yJ10 He0OX1THO BUPIIIUTH TaKi OCHOBHI 3aBIAHHS

® PO3IMISHYTH MOHSTTS MOJITHYHOTO TUCKYPCY Ta MOTO MPUHITUTIN

® PO3KPHUTH MOHATTS MOBHOI OCOOMCTOCTI Ta CIIOCOOM ii peamizallii B MOMITHIHIN
KYJIBTYpI

® [IOPIBHATH JEKCUYHI aCTIEKTH 1HJMBIAyadbHOro ctuito Pimni CyHaka mpoTsarom
TPHOX TEPIOJIiB HOTO Kap'epu, a caMme MmovaTKy poOOTH B ypsiii, KaHIIEPCTBA Ta

rpeM'epcTBa
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® BHU3HAYMUTHU KIIOYOBI KOHIIETITU Ta LIHHOCTI, AKUMH KepyeTbes Pimi CyHak Ha

MOJITUYHIN apeHi, 1 Te, SIK BOHU Pe30HYIOTh 13 IHHOCTAMU Bennkoi bpuranii sk

KpaiHH.

O0'exkTOoM AociTKeHHsl € MOBHAa ocobucTticTh Pimni CyHaka Ta paMKu HOTo
MOBJICHHEBOI MOBEIHKU B JJUCKYPCUBHOMY MPOCTOP1 MO THKH.

IIpenmeTroM [OCTiIKeHHSI € JIGKCHYHI 3acobu BepOamizaiii MOBHOI
ocobuctocti Pimni CyHaxka.

Marepianom gocaimxkenns ciayryBainu 22 npomoBu Pimi Cynaka, 310paHi B
kopiyc. J{ns 3a0Ge3nedeHHst 00'€KTUBHOCTI JTOCHIKEHHS Ta MPOCTEKEHHS PO3BUTKY
HOro 0COOMCTOCTI 32 OCHOBY OYJIO B35TO TPH MEPIoAN HOTO Kap'epu: MOYaTOK poOOTH
B ypani (2015 — 2018 poku), kanigiepctBo (2019 — 2022 poxu) ta npem'epctBo (2022
— M0 TEMEepIlIHIM Yac). 3araJbHUi 0O0CIT MpPOaHali30BaHOIO MaTepiady CTaHOBUTH
32500 ciB (160000 3HaKiB).

OCHOBHMM MeTOAOM JOCJTilxKeHHsI OyB KOHTeHT-aHami3. Kpim Toro, Oymnu
BUKOPHUCTAH1 KIJbKICHUM MeToA (IS MiapaxyHKy 4YacTOTH BXXMBAaHHS MOBHHX
onuHUIb y pomMoBax CyHaka), TOPIBHSUTBHUN METOJ (1151 MPOCTEXKEHHSI CIIUTBHUX 1
BIIMIHHUX PHUC Yy MIpOMOBax 3a TpH mepioau Horo kap'epu). L1 metomu Oymnu
pealti3oBaHi 3a JOMOMOror nporpamHoro 3adesneueHHs Wordsmith Tools. 3okpema,
MU BUKOpUCTOBYBaiH (yHKIII0 WordList (17151 CTBOpEHHSI YaCTOTHUX CIMCKIB 3a BCi
nepiogu Ta iX mopiBHsAHHA), QyHKuito Keywords (mis BuU3HA4YeHHS CIIB, SIKI €
HaWOUIBII HE3BMYHO YACTOTHUMHU B JaHoMy Kkopmyci), ¢yHkiito Concord (ms
BUSIBJICHHS 3B'SI3KIB MIDK YacTOTOIO, KOHTEKCTOM, CIIOJIy4yBaHICTIO MOBHHUX
CJICMEHTIB).

HoBu3zna gocaimkenHss MmoBHoro npodimo Pimni CyHaka mojsirae B KUIBKOX
KIIIOUOBUX acriekTax. llo-mepiie, aHami3 HOro MOBHOTO CTHJII0O MOXKE BHUSBHUTH
YHIKQJIbHICTh KOMYHIKQTUBHOTO TMIJIXOJy HOBOIO MOJITHYHOrO aktopa. llo-mpyre,
BpaxoByIOUM HOTO YpSAOBY TOcanay, MAOCHKEHHS MOXE BHUSBHUTH, SK BIH
BUKOPHUCTOBYE MOBY JJIsl perpe3eHTallli ypsaaoBoi noaituku. [lo-Tpete, aHani3 #oro

MOBHOTO IIPO(LII0 MOXKE BUSIBUTH, K BiH aJalTy€ CBOE MOBJICHHS 710 KyJIbTYPHOTO Ta
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COIIaIbHOTO KOHTEKCTY. HapeniTi, BABYEHHSI MOBHUX CTpATETiil 103BOJIsIE€ 3pO3YMITH,
sk Pimi CyHak BITMBa€ Ha rPOMaIChKy TyMKY 1 popMye CBiM moJiTHUHMM iIMITK. Take
JOCIIJIKEHHSI BUSIBJISIETHCS KIFOUOBUM JJISI PO3YMIHHSI CYYacHOTO TOJIITUYHOTO
nauamadTy Ta poJii KOMyHiKallii B HbOMY.

IIpakTU4He 3HAYEHHS TOCITIPKEHHS MOJISITaE B TOMY, 1110 BOHO JIa€ YHIKAJIbHI
YPOKH TMOJIITUYHOI KOMYHIKalli Ta CHpUS€ PO3BUTKY KOMYHIKATHUBHMX HABHUYOK
MOJIITUKIB 1 TPOMAJICBKUX Jis4iB. AHAJII3 MOBHOTO ITPOQiII0 TAKOX JI0IIOMarae Kpaiie
3pO3yMITH KYJBTYPHHM 1 COLIAJIbHUN KOHTEKCTH IISUILHOCTI MOJITHKA, IO CIPUSE
1o0Yy/10B1 B3aEMOPO3YMIHHS B CYCITUJIbCTBI.

Crpykrypa pociaimxkenHs. Pobora ckianaerbcs 31 BCTYIy, TPbOX PO3JLIIB,
3arajJpHUX BUCHOBKIB, CIIHUCKY BUKOpHCTaHUX pkepen (102 mo3wuitii, 3 Hux 86 mo3urrii
1HO3eMHUMHU MOBaMHU), CIIMCKY JKEpeJ JaHUX, J0JaTKy Ta aHOTaIlll YKpaiHChKOIO Ta
aHTJIHACHKOI0 MOBAaMHM. 3arajibHUi o0csr pobotu craHoBuTh 118 cropiHok, oOcsr
OCHOBHOTO TEKCTY - 95 CTOPIHOK.

[IpoBenenuii aHami3 703BOJISE€ 3pOOUTH TaKi BUCHOBKH.

Panni mpomoBu Pimi CyHaka moka3ayid, 10 BiH YacTO TOBOPUB IMPO
"MOXIMBOCTI" 1 MIAKPECHIOBAB I[HHOCTI CIM'T Ta KyJbTYpPHOI CHAIIIMHU MAJIs
po30ymoBu Harlii. Bin 3ragyBaB anbsiHCcH, Taki Ak €C, 30cepeKyI0UNCh Ha CTpaTerii
Benukoi bpurtanii ta ii Buxoxy 3 €C. Pimni CyHak 30cepeqkyBaB CBOIO yBary Ha
MIKHApOJIHIA TOPTriBJi, MparHyyd A0 €KOHOMIYHOI JUIUIOMATii Ta BIUIMBY Bemnnkoi
Bpuranii. Floro mpoMoBu nokasaiu 36aaHCOBAHHH MifXi/ 10 TEKCHKH 3 TO3HTUBHOIO
Ta HETaTUBHOIO KOHOTAIlI€I0, JIEMOHCTPYIOUM HAJi0, aje BOJHOYAC BHU3HAIOUU
BUKJIMKH. Y niepiuid nepion (2015-2018 poku) npomoBu CyHaka Oy CHOBHEH1 Haii
Ta peayi3My, 3aKIUKAI4HM JI0 JiM I PO3BUTKY KpaiHU Ta 3aBOIOBAHHS JIOBIPH,
MOAUISIFOYH 11 IIHHOCTI.

o crocyetbes apyroro nepioay (2019 — 2022 poku), TO MOJTITUK HATOJIONTYBAB
Ha TaKMX TepMiHaX, sK "gac" 1 "MOXKIHMBICTR", 1100 IepeaTH HaraabHICTh 1 TOTEHIIIAI
JUTSL 1A Yy BUPIIEHH] MOJITUYHUX NUuTaHb. CyHaK 3acTOCYBaB OUIbII TOYHUM MiAXI,
MOKJIaIal0YNCh MEHIe Ha (iocopCchki TEpMiHU, a OUIbIIe Ha KOHKPETHI (haKTH,

0COOJIMBO B €KOHOMIYHOMY KOHTEKCTI, Ha TJII BHMKJIMKIB, CIPUYMHEHUX KPHU30I0
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COVID-19. V iioro npoMoBax nepeBakajid €eKOHOMIUHI TEPMiHH, 10 BigoOpa)kaso
3YCHUJUIS 31 CTUMYJIIOBAHHS BITHOBJICHHS. [103UTUBHMI TOH MiATPUMYBaBCS 3aBISKU
BUKOPHCTAHHIO CJIIB 3 TO3UTUBHOIO KOHOTAIII€I0, 1110 CBITYUTH IMPO BIIEBHEHICTH y HOTO
nomituill. CyHaKk aKTUBHO 3TajJlyBaB JEp)KaBHI OpPraHM Ta MOJITUYHI MapTii, 1100
areoBaTH 10 PI3HMUX 3alliKaBJICHUX CTOPIH Ta MOJITUYHO MO3UIIOHYBaTU cede. Taka
ajiarTaiis MOBH Ta MECEKIB J€MOHCTPyBaja rpOMaJChbKOCTI CHITy, KOMIETEHTHICTh
Ta ontumisMm CyHaka, BijoOpakarou HOTo rHY4KICTh Y IPUCTOCYBAaHHI CBOTO CTHIIIO
CHUIKYBaHHSI 10 POJIl KaHIIepa.

VY tpertiit nepiox (2022 — TenepiniHiii yac) y mpomoax Pimn Cynaka 30eperiucs
¢d1nocodebki Tepminm, Taki Ak "gac" 1 "cBoOOaa", Kl CTOCYIOTHCS OTOYHUX MOIH,
TaKUX SIK POCIMChKEe BTOPrHEHHS B VYKpainy. Jlemo 30iiabImiacs KiTbKICTb
KyJTbTYPHHUX TIOCWJIaHb, 30KpEMa, CIiB, TOB'SI3aHUX 3 MaTPIOTH3MOM. BaXiImBoiO
0co0JIMBICTIO CTaB (POKyC Ha IHIMBIIyyMax, a HE Ha TIpynax Mpu OOroBOpEHHI
opranizaiii. Toii ¢akr, Mo BiH MOCTIHO 3BEpTaBCs 0 OKPEMHX OCi0, a HE JIUIIIE JI0
NOJIITUYHUX MPEICTABHUKIB, MIATBEP/IKYE, IO BIH MA€ BIACHY AYMKY Ta aBTOPUTET
cepen rpomasnu. IlepeBaskana Mo3UTHBHA JICKCHKA, IO ITIKPECIIIOBAJIA IMaTPIOTU3M 1
HarajabHICTh, TOJI1 SIK HEraTUBHI TEPMIHU Maii’ke HE BUKOPHUCTOBYBAJIKCS.

Amnanmiz, mnpoBeaeHuii 3a jgomomoroto WordSmith Tools, HagaB 1iHHY
1H(dopmartito po noituyHi nmpomoBH Pimni CyHaka, BUCBITIIIOIOYH Pi3HI aCIEKTH HOTO
MOBHHX OJIMHUIIb 1 CTUITIO CITUJIKYBaHHSI.

CroyaTKy TpoIllec BKJIIOYaB CTBOPEHHS CIUCKIB CJIB JUIsl PI3HUX TEPIOJiB
kap'epu CyHaka, 110 IOMOMOTJIO BU3HAUWTHU 3arajibHOBKHUBAaHI aHIIIMCBHKI CJIOBa Ta
iXHIO yacToTy B Moro mpomoBax. KpiM Toro, mjis aHamizy HaHMX 1 BUSIBICHHS
3HAUyIIMX CIlIiB Oyno BuKopuctaHo iHCTpyMeHT KeyWords, sxuii mocumaerbcs Ha
BbpurtaHcekuil HaI[lOHATBLHUM KOPIYC.

Buaineni kiro4oBi cioBa anu YSBJICHHS NMPO TeMH, siki mopymryBaB CyHax,
MOYMHAIOYH BiJl €KOJIOTTYHUX MMUTaHb 1 3aKIHYYI0UYM €KOHOMIKOIO Ta diHaHcamu. Kpim
TOro, METOAM Bi3yalizailli, Taki SK XMmapu TeriB (XMapu ciiB, ab0 3BaKeHUU
CIHCOK, TPEJICTABICHUI Bi3yalbHO), HalK YITKE YSBJICHHS PO OCHOBHI TEMH B Pi3HI

nepioiy Horo Kap'epu.
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AHaJi3 3aliMEHHUKIB BUSBUB 3MiHM B CTWI chuikyBaHHs CyHaka, 30Kpema

ngn

30UIBIIICHHS! BUKOPHUCTAHHA OCOOMCTHX 3aiMEHHUKIB, Takux K "s" 1

" "

Mu", 10
CBITUUTH IPO MepeXiJl 10 O1IbII 0COOUCTUX TYMOK 1 KOJIEKTUBHOTO JIiZiepcTBa. AHANI3
BIJIMOBITHOCTI BUSIBUB TaKl 3aKOHOMIPHOCTI B MOTO MOBI, SIK 4acT€ BUKOPHUCTaHHS
JiecniB All JUIsl mepenadi pillydocTi Ta CTpaTeriyHe BUKOPUCTAHHS CIIOJYYHHKIB,
TakuXx 5K "1", IJIs JOTIYHOTO CTPYKTYPYBaHHS.

Hacamxkinens, anainis 3a fonomororo WordSmith Tools n1aB Bcebiune po3ymMiHHS

MoBiieHHeBUX (hopm CyHaka, KIFOYOBHX CIIB 1 KOMYHIKAI[ITHUX CTpaTerii, HaJalo4u

IIHHY 1H(GOPMAITIIO PO €TarK HOro MOJITHYHOI Kap'epH 1 CTHIIb JIIIEPCTBA.
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Appendix D. Python script for XML parsing of the reference corpus

import xml.etree.ElementTree as ET
import os

def

list files(directory):
entries = os.listdir(directory)
files = [os.path.join(directory, entry) for entry in entries if

os.path.isfile(os.path.join(directory, entry)) and entry.endswith('.xml")]

def

def

def

return files

extract_values from xml(xml file path):
tree = ET.parse(xml_file path)

root = tree.getroot()

lines = []

s_tags = root.findall('.//s")

for s in s_tags:
w_tags = s.findall('.//w")

line = ' '.join([elem.text for elem in w_tags if elem.text])
line = line.replace("™ ", "\'")

line = line.replace(™ \'", "\'")

line = line.replace(" n\'", "n\'")

lines.append(line)
return lines

write to text file(output file path, lines):
with open(output_file path, 'w', encoding='utf-8') as f:
for line in lines:
f.write(line + "\n")

do folder(xml_folder):
files = list files(xml_folder)

for xml_file path in files:
base_name = xml_file path.rsplit('."', 1)[9]
output_file path = f'{base_name}.txt'
values = extract values from xml(xml file path)
write to_text file(output_file path, values)
print(f'Done {output file path}')

if _name_ == '_main__ ':
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do folder('Texts\\aca')
do_folder('Texts\\dem")
do_folder('Texts\\fic')
do folder('Texts\\news")
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Appendix E. Python script for scraping speeches at gov.uk

import requests

from bs4 import BeautifulSoup
import os

import time

directory = '.\\output’

def clean filename(filename):
forbidden_chars = ['\\', /", "', EU,ortRroorvroott) oyt ]
for char in forbidden_chars:
filename = filename.replace(char, '')
return filename

def scrape_and_save content(url):
response = requests.get(url)

if response.status_code == 200:
soup = BeautifulSoup(response.content, 'html.parser')
govspeak _divs = soup.find_all('div', class_='govspeak')
hl_tag = soup.find('hl").get_text(strip=True)

filename
filepath

clean_filename(hl_tag) + '.txt'
os.path.join(directory, filename)

with open(filepath, 'w', encoding='utf-8') as f:
for div in govspeak_divs:
p_tags = div.find all('p")
for p in p_tags:
f.write(p.get_text() + '\n")

print(f'Contents from {url} saved to {filename}')
else:
print(f'Failed to fetch the URL {url}. Status code:', response.status_code)

urls = ["https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-london-tech-week-speech-12-june-
2023', 'https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-public-sector-pay-
review-13-july-2023', 'https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-
defending-the-uk-and-its-allies-15-january-2024"]

if not os.path.exists(directory):
os.makedirs(directory)

for url in urls:

scrape_and_save_content(url)
time.sleep(1l) # to prevent too many requests at once
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