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ANNOTATION 

Balinska Ya.O. Euroscepticism in Contemporary Western Political Thought. - 

Qualification Scientific Work as a Manuscript. 

Dissertation submitted for obtaining PhD in the field of study 05 " Social and 

Behavioral Sciences" on the specialty 052 "Political Science". - Taras Shevchenko 

National University of Kyiv, Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine. - Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Kyiv, 2025. 

The idea of European integration 3 both within the European Union and beyond 

its borders 3 is increasingly being criticized by the public and political forces. 

Euroscepticism has become a kind of antithesis of European integration, designed to 

prove the dysfunctionality of a united Europe. The current phase of the confrontation 

between integration and disintegration narratives can be defined as acute and fateful. 

The future of the EU and the prospects of candidate states for accession today directly 

depend on what will win: national or supranational identity; populism or common 

sense; pan-European values or narrow national interests, etc. 

Knowledge of the determinants, evolution, institutional features and specifics of 

the practical implementation of Euroscepticism will allow us to understand its essence 

and the mechanics of its functioning, which, in turn, will help to form a coordinated 

strategy for countering its negative effects on European integration. The relevant 

knowledge is today largely accumulated in the scientific field of Western political 

thought. However, they require systematization and coordination, complex analysis 

and in-depth reflection, which was the reason for the choice of the topic of this 

scientific study. 

Certain theoretical and practical aspects of Euroscepticism are revealed by such 

foreign and Ukrainian researchers as O. Batrymenko, G. Weinstein, D. Valred, S. 

Vasilopoulos, R. Inglehart, M. Karaschuk, N. Karpchuk, F. Cameron, V. Klymonchuk, 

G. Marks, D. Nelipa, P. Taggard, O. Tarnavsky, O. Tkach, K. de Vries, L. Hooghe, K. 

Schneider, etc. A systematic analysis of the scientific ideas and positions of these 



scientists became the theoretical foundation of this scientific research, the development 

of the author's vision of Euroscepticism as a concept and phenomenon of the socio-

political dimension, and the formulation of practically oriented conclusions and 

recommendations. 

The first chapter reveals the theoretical foundations of the study of 

Euroscepticism through the systematization of the conceptual and categorical 

apparatus and the analysis of theoretical sources. The second chapter is devoted to the 

disclosure of the content and evolution of Euroscepticism by identifying conceptual 

approaches to its analysis and typology and retrospection of its formation. The third 

chapter presents the modern practice of Euroscepticism in the party and media 

dimensions, and also examines the consequences of Euroscepticism and possible ways 

to overcome them. 

For the first time, in Ukrainian political science, it is argued that criticism of 

theories of political integration (neofunctionalism, liberal interstatehood and post-

functionalism) is the justification of the theoretical foundations of Euroscepticism. 

From the position of Eurosceptics, neo-functionalism downplays the role of citizens 

and the public in solving socio-political and economic problems due to incompetence, 

interstate liberalism is criticized for the loss of significance of dialogue between EU 

member states after the migrant crisis, the predominance of the "supply" of integration 

rather than the "demand" and the role of supranational bodies, post-functionalism 

underestimates the territorial level of European governance, at which networks and 

connections between national subjects and supranational subjects tend to avoid 

politicization, demonstrates the "lag" of theory from practice, etc.; 

The factors of Euroscepticism formation are specified, namely economic, cultural 

and political. The block of economic factors is primarily related to the economic status 

of a person, the level of his social security, financial opportunities and the prospects 

for their improvement/deterioration as a result of European integration. Cultural factors 

are related to the level of dependence of a person9s self-identification on the country 



(single identity), several countries (multiple identity) and the EU as a whole. Political 

factors depend on the political attitudes of citizens of EU member states; a historical 

retrospection of Euroscepticism, its connection with populism, as well as the role of 

the media in the spread of Eurosceptic discourses. The first manifestations of 

Eurosceptic sentiments can be traced back to the 1950s. If Euroscepticism is defined 

as <resistance to Europe=, then it is not limited to party politics, is not homogeneous in 

its manifestations, is not constantly present or equally strong in all European countries, 

is not static or unshakable, but, on the contrary, is a dynamic process that changes from 

time to time and develops further throughout the history of European integration, 

relying to a large extent on the mechanism of populism. Today, much attention is paid 

to the media to cover the activities of so-called marginal parties or groups, and to the 

widespread public dissatisfaction with EU institutions. The expanded network and 

advertising opportunities that online media offer to Eurosceptic parties, groups and 

special movements contribute to the strengthening of Euroscepticism in the public 

sphere to the extent that some scholars see a <synchronization= of anti-EU sentiments 

between countries; consequences of Euroscepticism for European integration (crisis of 

European solidarity, problem of border regions, difficulties in forming a single 

European policy and values, threat of new Brexits, credit limit of trust in European 

institutions, etc.). 

Got further development: coordination of the concepts leading to the topic of 

research, in particular, <euroscepticism=, <euroscepticism=, <eurosintegration=, 

<integration=, <disintegration=, <europeanization=, <european values=, <national 

identity=, <supranational identity=, <crisis=, <european union=, etc. The author9s 

definition of euroscepticism is proposed. Euroscepticism is, with varying degrees of 

manifestation 3 from criticism of individual EU policies to complete denial of 

institutional implementation 3 a socio-political idea and/or activity against a united 

Europe, inspired and supported by both party actors and public representatives; 

analysis of key approaches to typology and research of Euroscepticism: <hard= and 



<soft= Euroscepticism by P. Taggart and A. Szcerbiak, <diffuse= and <specific= support 

for European integration by P. Kopetsky and K. Mudde, three-dimensional typology 

(principle, practice, future) by S. Vasilopoulou, as well as analytical models of 

Euroscepticism developed by L. Hooghe and G. Marks (party and public 

Euroscepticism), S. Leconte (impact of Euroscepticism on international relations), K. 

De Vries (reference model), etc.; research of Eurosceptic parties both within individual 

EU member states and in the pan-European dimension. Eurosceptic political parties in 

Europe, which are politically diverse in nature, are growing with their destabilizing 

impact on the European project. Despite the fact that their political orientations may 

differ, they all oppose European integration, usually taking advantage of growing 

disillusionment with the EU and trying to break up the bloc, which is weakening due 

to party Eurosceptic rhetoric. 

Recommendations have been developed to overcome the negative consequences 

of Euroscepticism in the process of further European integration by improving the 

system of representation of European regions and the population in the processes of 

developing European policies to increase the efficiency and involvement of citizens, 

the active implementation of "European identity", which does not contradict national 

analogues and is associated, first of all, not with linguistic or cultural aspects, but with 

a European civic position, etc. 

Key words: Euroscepticism, European integration, European Union, identity, 

crisis, Western political thought, neofunctionalism, populism, national sovereignty, 

trust, political parties, Brexit. 
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