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CONCEPTUAL FOUNDATIONS OF HUMAN-GEOGRAPHICAL STUDY
OF THE COMPLEX OF CHILDREN'S TOURISM
(ON THE EXAMPLE OF THE CECT CLUSTER OF UKRAINE)

Nowadays it is extremely important to consider children’s tourism through its various types, including resort and health-
improving, cognitive-event children's tourism (CECT). The last one could be the basis for the knowledge development about the
history of Ukraine, popularization of our state traditions and customs, nurturing the values of the Ukrainian people among children.
The important role of interdisciplinary toolkit, in particular in the study of geospatial processes and relationships, ensures the
effectiveness of research on the geospatial organization of children’s tourism and its various types in particular, the functioning,
problems and prospects of children’s tourism at national, regional and local levels, which is especially important in the context of
social transformation, including decentralization, as well as against the background of current situation in Ukraine.

The purpose of the study is to determine the conceptual foundations of human-geographical study of the complex of children’s
tourism, and the main tasks — to outline the typical functional-component and territorial-cluster structures of the CECT cluster
based on the Ukrainian experience of organizing specialized tourist services for young tourists. The research methodology
includes the use of methods of content-analysis of relevant foreign and Ukrainian publications, comparison, systematization,
generalization, graphical and comparative-geographicalmethods, cluster approach and statistical analysis of factual information
from open sources.

The place of the CECT cluster in the complex of children’s tourism structure is substantiated. The conceptual provisions of the
study of the complex of children's tourism have been improved by defining the typical functional-component structure of the CECT
cluster, which includes the interaction of customers (commissioners) of relevant tourism services, primary tourism enterprises
and related secondary, tertiary, as well as management, educational, research establishments, organizations and institutions,
based on direct and inverse, information, operational and management links, that is providing the formation of cognitive-event
specialization tourist product for young tourists. The typical territorial-cluster structure of the functional children's tourism cluster
as substantiates territorial clusters on national (NTC), trans-regional (TRTC), regional (RTC) and local (LTC, LTSC) taxonomic levels
is proposed, which are based on organizational and managerial links, similar natural and socio-geographical conditions of the
relevant tourist and recreational areas, as well as on the basis of analysis of the intensity of vertical and horizontal human-
geographical links that arise between the subjects of the functional cluster. Besides, examples of the functional CECT cluster of
Ukraine are given.

Keywords: children's tourism, complex of children's tourism, cluster of cognitive-event tourism, CECT cluster, socio-

geographical research of tourism

Introduction. Given the strong resource and socio-
economic potential for the development of children's
tourism, as well as the request of Ukrainian society to raise
a healthy, active, intelligent and inquisitive younger
generation, the phenomenon of children's tourism in Ukraine
needs a thorough study to understand its functioning.
Nowadays it is extremely important to consider children's
tourism through its various types, including resort and
health-improving,  cognitive-event  children's  tourism
(CECT). The last one could be the basis for the knowledge
development about the history of Ukraine, popularization of
our state traditions and customs, nurturing the values of the
Ukrainian people among children. The important role of
interdisciplinary toolkit, in particular in the study of geospatial
processes and relationships, ensures the effectiveness of
research on the geospatial organization of children's tourism
and its various types in particular, the functioning, problems
and prospects of children's tourism at national, regional and
local levels, which is especially important in the context of
social transformation, including decentralization, as well as
against the background of current situation in Ukraine.

Analysis of recent studies and publications. The
study of the children's tourism phenomenon dates back to
the formation of sightseeing in Ukraine and the organization
of mass tourist trips around the world, active research in
terms of Human Geography dates the 20th century end. In
particular, researchers from The United Kingdom (Turley,
2001) and The USA (Gaines & Hubbard, 2004) have studied
the socio-spatial features of children's tourism services,
Other English scientists works are devoted to highlighting
the relationship between place and space in children's
tourism, such as: J. Norton, P. Kraftl, N. Carr, S. Holloway,
G. Valentine (Carr, 2002; Horton & Kraftl, 2006), for the first
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time Chinese scientists (Kao-Chin Wang, An-Tien Hsieh, etc.)
have substantiated the essence of tourist space as a plane of
organization of children's tourism services (Wang, 2004).

Ukrainian researchers take into account issues related
to the territory tourism potential, the geospatial organization
of the complex of children's tourism, children's tourism
infrastructure. Geographers have studied the children's
tourism as a tourist and local history activity are revealed by
0. Kolotukha (Kolotukha, 2005) and V. Redina (Redina,
2000), foreign and domestic experience in organizing
children's health-improving and recreation — O. Malynovska
(Malynovs'ka & Dolhova, 2013), the history of children's
tourism developing — N. Kotsan, A. Yavorska (Kotsan &
Yavorska, 2015), V. Kostashchuk (Kilinska & Kostashchuk,
2010). In recent years, there has been analyzed the
functioning mechanism of the cluster of resort and health-
improving children's tourism of Ukraine as a part of the
complex of children's tourism of Ukraine, and there has been
improved the methodology of Human Geography research
of such a functional cluster (Dolhova, 2019).

Content analysis of foreign and Ukrainian publications
showed that researchers did not focus much in their studies
on children's tourism, such as CECT, considering it only
through the tourist and local lore activity (Kolotukha, 2005)
or family recreation (Horton & Kraftl, 2006). At the same
time, it could be considered insufficiently disclosed the
possibilities of interdisciplinary toolkit for children's tourism
studying, in particular its cultural, cognitive and event
subspecies, whose services are a significant part of a
specific tourism product for young tourists.

The purpose of the study is to determine the
conceptual foundations of human-geographic study of the
complex of children's tourism, and the main tasks — to outline
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the typical functional-component and territorial-cluster
structures of the CECT cluster based on the Ukrainian
experience of organizing specialized tourist and recreational
services for young tourists.

Methodology and methods. Theoretical and
methodological developments of: E. Kotlyarov on the
concept and essence of recreational complex (Kotlyarov,
1978), O. Topchiev on the principles of recreational
complexes, clusters and cycles (Topchiiev, 2005), M. Pistun
on the foundations of human-geographical relations
underlying the allocation of territorial and complex-
proportional structures of human activity (Pistun, 1996),
O. Beidyk on the concept of territorial recreational complex
(Beidyk, 1997) were the basis for defining the conceptual
provisions and improving the human-geographical toolkit for
the CECT cluster studying. In order to achieve to the
purpose of this article, there are used content analysis
methods to study foreign and Ukrainian publications related
to children's tourism and its types, methods of comparison,
systematization, generalization and graphics to reveal the
essence and determine the typical functional-component
structure of the CECT cluster. There are used the cluster
approach and comparative-geographical method, statistical
analysis to substantiate the territorial-cluster structure of the
functional CECT cluster on the example of the Ukrainian
experience in children's tourism.

Statement of basic materials. CECT is a type of
children's tourism, which provides a temporary organized
departure of a young tourists group with a leader outside the
place of permanent residence for educational and
entertainment purposes. This type of children's tourism
usually includes the following subspecies for the purpose of
young tourists travel: cultural-cognitive (school) and event
tourism (Dolhova, 2019). According to F.Shandor and
M. Klyap, "school tourism" involves tourism and local lore
activity at school, aimed at meeting pupils' recreational
needs, and event tourism — a trip that is timed to a specific
event (Shandor & Kliap, 2013). The essence of school tourism
should be revealed through the children's learning and
recreation, the functions of which (cognition and education)
are usually realized during extracurricular activities through
the development of cultural and cognitive travel routes for
young tourists. Event children's tourism meets the children's
recreational needs, especially in entertainment, it involves
organized attendance at social events aimed at children,
which are often attended as part of extracurricular
activities.Thus, CECT provides organization of the tourist
services commissioned by secondary education institutions,
higher education institutions of I-Il levels of accreditation and
out-of-school education institutions.

According to the functional purpose of different levels of
tourist and recreational processes organization are
determined the complex, subcomplex, cluster and
subcluster of children's tourism (Dolhova, 2019). Besides,
the subcluster of children's tourism is a component of the
cluster, which includes the cooperation of some of its
functional entities and corresponds to a highly specialized
tourist and recreational cycle. The cluster of children's
tourism is a group of enterprises, organizations, institutions
that provide, control or coordinate the provision of tourist and
related services to young tourists, while implementing
several related tourist cycles. The subcomplex of children's
tourism is a group of clusters that specialize in serving young
tourists in one direction of the tourist flow (Dolhova, 2019).
Moreover, grouping on the basis of specialization of
enterprises that provide the same tourist and related
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services to meet young tourists' needs, where the
combination of such services is a specialized tourism
product allows to identify a number of functional elements of
children's tourism, including the CECT cluster, subclusers of
cultural-cognitive (school) and event tourism, as well as their
components. The typical functional-component structure of
the CECT cluster is presented in Fig.1.

Human-geographical research also involves the
disclosure of the concepts of the territorial CECT cluster, its
structure and principles of organization. As well the territorial
complex of children's tourism is considered as a form of
geospatial organization of children's tourism, which involves
the interaction of geographically localized enterprises and
institutions, their use of particular area natural and human-
geographical conditions to meet young tourists' needs
(Dolhova, 2017). The territorial CECT cluster can be a form
of geospatial organization of the functional CECT cluster,
which provides close human-geographical links between
geographically localized enterprises and institutions that
use the natural and human-geographical potential of a
particular area to meet young tourists' needs in knowledge,
education and recreation.

The system of patterns, principles and factors underlies
the geospatial organization of the economy, including the
complex and functional clusters of children's tourism. Thus,
the main laws are rationality, which means the effectiveness
of the interaction of territorial formation elements for
children's tourism needs, complexity, implemented through
the optimal functioning of all components of children's
tourism as a multifaceted territorial formation, zoning, which
reflects the spatial distribution of children's tourism. There
are principles of the geospatial organization the relevant
functional cluster of children's tourism, that are territorial
specialization and complexity, environmental friendliness,
improving the social living conditions of people and
achieving a high level of social development, state support
(Ishchuk, 2011; Oliinyk, 2011). In our opinion, the best
territorial specialization of children's tourism can be reflected
through a typical territorial-cluster structure of the
corresponding functional cluster. The elements interaction of
such a structure through horizontal and vertical, direct and
inverse (provision and consumption of services) links, which
may vary in intensity, may reflect the geospatial organization
of the CECT cluster. Besides, territorial clusters should be
allocated taking into account the organizational and
managerial links inherent in CECT, the similarity of natural
and human-geographical conditions of the relevant tourist and
recreational areas, which are used to meet children's needs.

According to M. Porter's theory of competitive
advantage, clusters can cover the territory from one city or
region (region, state) to a country, and sometimes several
neighboring states (Porter, 2005). M. Rudneva systematizes
the concept of industrial (local), regional, interregional,
international, cross-border clusters on the basis of
territorial division (Rudneva, 2010). That is the CECT
cluster on a territorial basis can operate at the micro-,
meso-, macro-level. The common human-geographical
features indicate the existence of horizontal links that arise
between the elements of the territorial cluster, and which
can be assessed on the principle: the links are more
intense, if the share of domestic young tourists is greater
in relation to incoming tourists. Also domestic young
tourists should be considered those who travel through the
territory of the administrative-territorial unit of permanent
residence, and incoming — those who travel outside the
place of permanent residence.
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Fig. 1. Typical functional-component structure of the CECT cluster

So, in order of decreasing intensity, horizontal
connections can be: 1) permanent (the volume of cognitive-
event services satisfies needs of only domestic young
tourists — the share of served domestic young tourists is
about 100 %); 2) periodic (the volume of cognitive-event
services satisfies needs of domestic and incoming young
tourists — the share of served domestic young tourists is not
less than 75 %); 3) episodic (the volume of cognitive-event
services satisfies needs of domestic and incoming young
tourists — the share of served domestic young tourists is not
less than 50 %). The closeness of vertical connections
within each territorial cluster directly depends on the
functional interaction of primary tourism enterprises and
related secondary, tertiary, and management institutions.
There is the larger the share of highly specialized cluster
members and the smaller the number of enterprises that
provide similar services, organizations and institutions that
perform similar functions, those is the stronger the
connection between them and the cluster core. Accordingly,
we can distinguish local subcluster (LTSC), local (LTC),
regional (RTC), trans-regional (TRTC) clusters and national
(NTC) cluster of CECT (see tab.1).

In Ukraine, examples of such typical territorial-cluster
structure elements of the functional CECT cluster can be
(each of the territorial clusters includes activities of collective
accommodation facilities in accordance with table 1):

¢ Volodarsky local subcluster, which is formed by at-
traction to the local specialized CECT point Volodarka (Kyiv
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region), there is the park "Sakura Island" on an artificial is-
land in the middle of the Ros river, that is a popular destina-
tion for young tourists in recent years.

¢ Bila Tserkva local cluster, which is formed by attrac-
tion to the local wide profile CECT center Bila Tserkva (Kyiv
region). This territorial cluster specializes in organizing cul-
tural-cognitive and event tourism services for children: ex-
cursion routes cover the natural-geographical and historical-
cultural potential of Bila Tserkva district and young tourists
can be involved in thematic events of local importance, such
as an Exhibition-competition of Decorative-applied Arts and
Crafts "Beauty at the hands of young people", Balloon Fes-
tival "Alexandria extravaganza", etc.).

e Zakarpatskyi regional cluster, which is formed by at-
traction to the regional wide profile CECT center Uzhgorod
(Zakarpattia region). This territorial cluster specializes in or-
ganizing cultural-cognitive and event tourism services for
children: excursion routes cover the natural-geographical
and historical-cultural potential of the Zakarpatskyi region,
and young tourists can be involved in thematic events of re-
gional importance, such as gastronomic festivals to the
"Count's muffin", that deepens knowledge about the tradi-
tions and culture of the region, etc.).
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Table 1. Taxonomy of the CECT territorial cluster

Territorial-cluster
structure element

Geospatial

A Functional core
organization level

Functional features

Sings of the territory tourist
potential

Local subcluster
(LTSC)

local specialized
CECT point

it is the settlement territory with
one collective accommodation
facility accepting young tourists,
and also with a part of the enter-
prises, establishments accompa-
nying its activity

there is one natural/ historical-
cultural heritage sightsee or one
event that is organized for chil-
dren on a regular basis on the
territory

it is the administrative district ter-
ritory, where the interaction of a
set of collective accommodation
facilities accepting young tour-
ists, and related activities of en-
terprises, institutions and estab-
lishments, forms the regional
tourism product

tourism product corresponds to
one or more subtypes of chil-
dren's tourism. There are a set
of natural and historical-cultural
heritage local importance sight-
sees and/or the organization of
at least two thematic events on a
permanent basis on the territory.

it is the administrative region ter-
ritory, where the interaction of a
set of collective accommodation
facilities accepting young tour-
ists, and related activities of en-
terprises, institutions and estab-
lishments, forms the regional
tourism product

tourism product corresponds to
all subtypes of children's tour-
ism. There are a set of natural
and historical-cultural heritage
regional importance sightsees
and/or the organization of re-
gional importance events seton a
permanent basis on the territory.

Micro-level
Local cluster local 'Speua“f'Zed
10 or wide profile
CECT center
' regional wide
Regional cluster profile CECT
(RTC)
center
Meso-level

trans-regional
wide profile
CECT center

Trans-regional
cluster (TRTC)

it is the territory of a group of re-
gions that are similar in human-
geographical potential, where the
interaction of collective accom-
modation facilities accepting
young tourists, and related activ-
ities of enterprises, institutions
and establishments, forms the
trans-regional tourism product.

tourism  product  corre-
sponds to all subtypes of chil-
dren's tourism. There are a set of
natural and historical- cultural
heritage  trans-regional im-
portance sightsees and/or the
organization of trans-regional
importance events set on a per-
manent basis on the territory.

national wide
profile CECT
center

National cluster

Macro-level (NTC)

it is the state territory, where the
interaction of collective accom-
modation facilities accepting
young tourists, and related activ-
ities of enterprises, institutions
and establishments, forms the
national tourism product. It deter-
mines the place of the state in the
international division of labor.

tourism  product corre-
sponds to all subtypes of chil-
dren's tourism. There are a set of
natural and historical-cultural
heritage national importance
sightsees and/or the organiza-
tion of national importance
events set on a permanent basis
on the territory.

e Carpathian trans-regional cluster, which is formed by
attraction to the trans-regional wide profile CECT center
Yaremche (lvano-Frankivsk region). This territorial cluster
specializes in organizing cultural-cognitive and event
tourism services for children: excursion routes cover an
area with significant natural and geographical resource
potential of the Ukrainian Carpathians, historical and
cultural potential of Zakarpattia, Chernivtsi, Ivano-
Frankivsk and Lviv regions, as well as young tourists can
be involved in trans-regional thematic events, that often
include travel to competitions in orienteering, ballroom and
modern dance, art competitions, etc.).

o the National cluster of Ukraine, which is formed by
attraction to the national wide profile CECT center Kyiv. The
following territorial cluster specializes in organizing cultural-
cognitive and event tourism services: excursion routes cover
the entire territory of the country, which has a natural-
geographical and historical-cultural potential, and young
tourists travel to participate in All-Ukrainian and International
festivals, competitions, that are devoted to the diverse
development of the children, for example, "Talented
Children of Ukraine", "Creative Vacation", "Bookmania", "Art
Mosaic", "New WAVE", etc.).

Conclusions. The conceptual principles of human-
geographical study of the complex of children's tourism are
based on determining the features of its geospatial
organization. Given the specificity and functional purpose of
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different levels of tourist processes organization, the human-
geographical provisions of the complex of children's tourism
can be used in the study of other functional clusters of
children's tourism, which are formed around children's
travelling. Besides, along with the cluster of resort and
health-improving children's tourism should be considered
the CECT cluster, which provides the organization of tourist
services for secondary schools, higher education institutions
of I-Il levels of accreditation and out-of-school education.
The typical functional-component structure of the CECT
cluster consists of the interaction customers (comissioners)
of relevant tourism, primary tourism enterprises and related
secondary, tertiary, as well as management, educational,
research establishments, organizations and institutions,
based on direct and inverse, information, operational and
management links, that is providing the formation of
cognitive-event specialization tourist product for young
tourists. Taking into account the organizational and
managerial links inherent in the CECT, the similarity of
natural and human-geographical conditions of the
respective tourist areas, as well as based on the analysis of
the vertical and horizontal human-geographical links
intensity between tourism entities, it is possible to offer a
typical territorial-cluster structure of the functional CECT
cluster: local subcluster(LTSC), local (LTC), regional (RTC),
trans-regional (TRTC) clusters and national (NTC) cluster.
There are Volodarsky local subcluster, Bila Tserkva local
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cluster, Zakarpatskyi regional cluster, Carpathian trans-
regional cluster and the national cluster of Ukraine as the
examples of the territorial-cluster structure elements of the
CECT cluster of Ukraine.
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Hapivwna no peakonerii 09.04.22

HauioHanbHui nepgaroriyHumi yHiBepcuteT imeHi M. I. [iparomaHoBa, KuiB, YkpaiHa

KOHLIENTYANbHI 3ACAAN CYCIINIbHO-TEOrPA®IYHOIO BUBYEHHA KOMMIEKCY ANTAYOI O TYPUIMY
(HA MPUKNAAI KNACTEPY NNAT YKPAIHW)

Cb0200Hi eKpall eaxnueo po3sansidamu dumsiyuli mypusm Yyepe3 npusmy Lio2o pizHonpoginbHUXx eudie, 30kpeMa KypopmHo-o3dopoe4o20 U
nisHaeanbHo-nodieeozo (Gani — MMAT). OcmaHHIl Moxe cmamu edanum nidrpyHmsm Ons po3eumky 3HaHb 3 icmopii Ykpaidu, nonynspu3auyii mpa-
ouyit i 3su4aie Hawoi depxasu, nnekaHHs YyiHHocmel yKkpaiHCcbko20 Hapody ceped Oumsi4o20 HacesieHHsl. Bazoma ponb cycninbHo-2eozpagidyHux
mMemoduk y mixoucyunsiHapHomy iHcmpyMeHmapii, 30Kkpema y eausyeHHi 2e0npocmoposux npouyecie ma 38 's3kie, 3abesneyye egpekmusHicmb doc-
nidxeHHs1 ocobrnusocmeli mepumopianbHoI op2aHisayii dumsiyo2o mypu3smy U pi3Hux lio2o sudie, 30kpema ocobnueocmeli hyHKYioOHy8aHHsI, NPo-
61em i nepcrnekmue po3eumkKy Komrnsekcy Oumsi4020 mypusmMy Ha HauioHasbHOMY, pe2ioHa/lbHOMY ma JIOKaJlbHOMY Pi6HSIX, W0 0co6/1u80 8aX/1U8O
8 yMoeax cycninbHoi mpaHcgopmauii, y momy yucni deyueHmpanisayii, a makox Ha mni cyyacHux nodil e YKpaiHi.

Memoto docnidxeHHs1 € 8u3Ha4YeHHsI KOHYenmyasbHUX MOJIOXEeHb CyCiNlbHO-2e02paghidHO20 8UBYEHHST KOMII/IEKCY OUMS4020 mypu3my, a 3a-
80aHHSIMU — OKpecsIumu munoei ¢hyHKYioHasIbHO-KOMIOHEHMHY U mepumopiasibHO-Ki1acmepHy cmpykmypy ¢yHKyioHanbHo20 knacmepy MNAT Ha
OCHoe8i eu8YeHHs1 yKpaiHCbko2o doceidy opzaHi3auii npoginbHUX Mypucmu4Ho-pekpeayiliHux nocnye 0ns HUX mypucmie. Memoduka docni-
OxeHHs1 nepedbayana 3acmocyeaHHs1 Memodie KOHmMeHmM-aHasizy npoginbHUX 3aKopAOHHUX Ma yKpaiHCcbKux ny6ikayili, mopieHsHHS, cucmema-
mus3sauyil, y3a2anbHeHHs1, 2pagidyHull i nopieHsIbHO-2e02paghiyHUli Memoodu, knacmepHul nidxid i cmamucmuyHull aHani3 ghakmuyHoi iHghopmauyii 3
8i0Kpumux dxepesn.

O6rpyHmoearo micye knacmepy IMAT y cmpykmypi komnnekcy oumsi4020 mypu3smy. YOOCKOHaneHo KOHyenmyarsbHi MosIoXeHHs 8U8YeHHSs
KoMmrsiekcy Oumsi4o20 mypu3my WIISIXOM 8U3Ha4eHHs munoeoi ¢hyHKUioHaIbHO-KOMIMOHeHMHoi cmpykmypu knacmepy [MNA4T, wo oxonntoe e3ae-
Modilo 3aMoeHuUKie eidnoeiOHUX mypnociiy2,nepeuHHUX Mypucmu4yHux nidnpuemMcme i CyMiKHUX M 8MOPUHHUX, MPEeMUHHUX, @ MaKoX yrnpaeJsiiH-
CbKUX, Hag4YaslbHO-HayKoeux ycmaHos. PyHUioHaIbHO-KOMIMOHEHMHa CmpyKmypa Ha OCHO8i NpPsIMuUX i 380pPOMHUX 8UPO6GHUYUX, iHghopmayiliHux ma
ynpaesniHcbKux 38'sa3kie nepedbavae popmyeaHHs mypnpodykmy nisHaeasnibHo-nodieeorl cneyianizayii dns roHux mypucmie. Takox 3anpornoHoe8aHo
mumnosy mepumopianbHo-KnacmepHy cmpykmypy ¢yHkyioHansHo2o knacmepy [MA4T: nokanbHi nidknacmepu (JITMK), nokansHi (/ITK), pecioHanbHi
(PTK), mixpezioHanbHi (MTK) knacmepu ma HauioHanbHuli (HTK), siki eudineHo 3 ypaxyeaHHsIM op2aHi3auiliHo-ynpaeniHcbKux 38's3kie, cxoxocmi
npupodHuUXx i cycninbHo-2eozpaghiyHux ymos 8idnogidHux mypucmcbKo-pekpeayiliHux mepumopili, a mako) Ha OCHO8i aHani3y iHmeHcueHocmi ee-
PMuKanbHUX i 20pU3o0HManbHUX cycninbHo-2eo2pagidHuUX 38'sA3Kie, siki sUHUKaromb MiX cy6'ekmamu ¢pyHKUioHanbHo20 knacmepy. HaeedeHo npu-
knadu mepumopianbHO-K1acmepHoi cmpykmypu ¢yHKkyioHansHo20 knacmepy MMNAT YkpaiHu.

Knroyoei cnoea: dumsquli mypusm, Komnsiekc dumsiyo20 mypu3my, Kiacmep nizHasanbHo-rnodieeo2o mypusmy, knacmep IMNA4T, cycninsHo-
2eozpagpidyHe 0ocnidKeHHs1 mypusmy.
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