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INTRODUCTION 

 

Boris Johnson, a prominent figure in British politics, has captured significant 

attention not only for his political career but also for his unique language profile. As 

the former Mayor of London and the current Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 

Johnson’s linguistic style and communication strategies have played a crucial role 

in shaping public perceptions and political discourse. In this article, we will delve 

into the language profile of Boris Johnson, examining key aspects such as his 

vocabulary, rhetorical devices, and speaking style. By exploring his linguistic 

choices and techniques, we can gain valuable insights into the communication skills 

of one of the most influential figures in contemporary politics. Join us as we unravel 

the language behind Boris Johnson’s public persona and delve into the linguistic 

intricacies that make him a distinctive and captivating communicator. 

The relevance of studying the language profile of Boris Johnson lies in the 

impact it has on public perception, political discourse, and effective communication. 

As a prominent political figure, Boris Johnson’s language choices and 

communication strategies have the potential to shape public opinion, influence 

policy debates, and impact the overall political landscape. Understanding his 

language profile allows us to analyze the techniques he employs to connect with 

diverse audiences, convey his political agenda, and navigate complex issues. 

Moreover, studying the language of leaders like Boris Johnson provides valuable 

insights into the role of language in political leadership, the construction of public 

personas, and the influence of rhetoric on public opinion. By examining the 

relevance of this topic, we can gain a deeper understanding of the intricate 

relationship between language, politics, and effective communication in the context 

of contemporary leadership. 

Furthermore, Boris Johnson’s language profile is particularly relevant due to 

his position as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. As a key decision-maker 

and representative of the nation, his words carry significant weight and can have far-

reaching consequences. Analyzing his language choices, rhetorical strategies, and 
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communication style allows us to examine how he communicates with different 

audiences, conveys policy objectives, and addresses pressing issues. The relevance 

of studying Boris Johnson’s language profile extends beyond the realm of politics. 

Language plays a crucial role in shaping public perception, establishing credibility, 

and fostering trust. By delving into his linguistic patterns, speech patterns, and 

rhetorical devices, we can better understand the techniques employed by political 

leaders to connect with their constituents and garner support. 

Moreover, Boris Johnson’s language profile offers insights into his 

personality, leadership style, and approach to governance. Language reveals nuances 

about an individual’s values, beliefs, and priorities, and studying Johnson’s 

linguistic choices allows us to gain deeper insights into his political ideology and 

policy agenda. Lastly, analyzing the language profile of a prominent figure like Boris 

Johnson contributes to the broader field of sociolinguistics and discourse analysis. It 

provides researchers and scholars with valuable data to examine patterns, trends, and 

socio-cultural influences on language use in political contexts. 

The topic of Boris Johnson’s language profile holds relevance for Ukraine and 

Ukrainian science for several reasons. Firstly, Ukraine has strong political and 

economic ties with the United Kingdom. Understanding the language and 

communication strategies of the British Prime Minister, who plays a significant role 

in shaping UK-Ukraine relations, can provide valuable insights into the dynamics of 

bilateral interactions, diplomatic negotiations, and policy decisions. This knowledge 

can contribute to more effective communication and collaboration between the two 

countries. 

Secondly, studying Boris Johnson’s language profile can serve as a case study 

for Ukrainian researchers and linguists interested in political discourse analysis, 

sociolinguistics, and language studies. Analyzing the language choices, rhetorical 

strategies, and persuasive techniques used by a prominent political figure like 

Johnson can enhance the understanding of language use in political contexts, 

contribute to academic research, and further develop methodologies for studying 

political communication. 
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Furthermore, Ukraine itself has a diverse political landscape with its own 

political leaders, public speakers, and influencers who employ various language 

strategies to convey messages, shape public opinion, and engage with different 

audiences. Examining Boris Johnson’s language profile can provide valuable 

insights and comparative perspectives that Ukrainian researchers can apply to their 

own analysis of Ukrainian politicians and public figures. 

The object of the research in the topic of Boris Johnson’s language profile 

is the language and communication strategies used by Boris Johnson himself. The 

research focuses on analyzing his speeches, interviews, public addresses, and other 

forms of communication to understand his linguistic choices, rhetorical techniques, 

and persuasive strategies. 

The subject of the research is the broader context in which Boris Johnson’s 

language profile operates. This includes the political environment in the United 

Kingdom, the role of the Prime Minister in shaping policies and public opinion, the 

relationship between language and political power, and the impact of linguistic 

choices on public perception and discourse. 

By studying the object and subject of the research, researchers can gain 

insights into the specific language features and patterns employed by Boris Johnson 

and examine their significance within the broader political and social context. 

The goal of the research on Boris Johnson’s language profile is to gain a 

comprehensive understanding of his communication style, rhetorical strategies, and 

linguistic choices. The research aims to analyze and interpret the language patterns 

and techniques employed by Boris Johnson in his speeches, interviews, and public 

addresses. 

The primary goal is to identify and examine the persuasive strategies, 

linguistic devices, and rhetorical techniques utilized by Boris Johnson to engage and 

influence his audience. By studying his language profile, researchers aim to shed 

light on the ways in which language is used as a tool for political communication 

and persuasion. 
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Additionally, the research seeks to explore the relationship between language 

and power, examining how Boris Johnson’s language choices reflect his political 

ideology, leadership style, and public persona. The goal is to provide insights into 

the role of language in political discourse and the impact it has on public perception 

and decision-making. 

This goal can be achieved though following tasks: 

1. To write about the early life and education of Boris Johnson; 

2. To characterize the political career of Boris Johnson; 

3. To characterize the rhetorical style and speech patterns of Boris 

Johnson; 

4. To characterize the use of humor and wit of Boris Johnson; 

5. To characterize the linguistic quirks and catchphrases of Boris Johnson; 

6. To characterize the use of metaphors and analogies in Boris Johnson’s 

speeches;  

7. To characterize the language policy as mayor of London; 

8. To talk about the language policies as UK foreign secretary and Prime 

Minister; 

9. To characterize the impact of language policies on public perception 

and communication. 

The methods used in this work are:  

− Corpus Linguistics Analysis: this method involves the compilation and 

analysis of a corpus, a large collection of texts or spoken language samples. A corpus 

of Boris Johnson’s speeches, interviews, and public statements can be created and 

analyzed to identify recurrent linguistic patterns, lexical choices, syntactic 

structures, and rhetorical devices employed by him. 

− Discourse Analysis: discourse analysis is used to examine the language 

use within specific contexts, such as political speeches, media interviews, and 

parliamentary debates. It helps identify the underlying ideologies, persuasive 

strategies, and communicative goals in Boris Johnson’s discourse. Critical discourse 
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analysis can be applied to analyze the power dynamics and discursive practices 

embedded in his language use. 

− Stylistic Analysis: stylistic analysis focuses on the examination of 

linguistic features that contribute to the aesthetic and persuasive qualities of 

language. It involves analyzing figures of speech, rhetorical devices, sentence 

structures, and other stylistic elements employed by Boris Johnson in his speeches 

and public appearances. 

− Comparative Analysis: comparative analysis involves comparing Boris 

Johnson’s language use with that of other political figures or prominent 

communicators. By comparing his communication style to that of other politicians 

or leaders, similarities, differences, and unique characteristics can be identified, 

providing insights into his distinct language profile. 

The theoretical significance of the research on Boris Johnson’s language 

profile lies in its contribution to the field of linguistics and discourse analysis. By 

analyzing his language use, rhetorical strategies, and communication style, the 

research provides valuable insights into the relationship between language and 

politics. It offers a case study for understanding the ways in which language is 

employed by political figures to shape public opinion, influence decision-making, 

and construct their public image. 

Furthermore, the research expands the existing theoretical frameworks of 

language and politics by examining the specific language features and persuasive 

techniques used by Boris Johnson. It contributes to the development of theories 

related to political discourse, rhetoric, and communication strategies, providing a 

deeper understanding of the linguistic dimensions of political leadership. 

The practical significance of the research lies in its potential implications 

for various stakeholders. The findings can be valuable for political analysts, 

speechwriters, and communication strategists who seek to understand and utilize 

effective language techniques in their own communication efforts. The research 

insights can inform the development of persuasive communication strategies for 

political campaigns, public speeches, and media engagements. 
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Moreover, the research has practical implications for the general public and 

voters. It helps individuals critically evaluate political discourse and become more 

informed consumers of information. Understanding the language patterns and 

rhetorical strategies used by politicians like Boris Johnson can enhance media 

literacy and empower citizens to make well-informed decisions based on a deeper 

understanding of political communication. 

Overall, the research holds both theoretical and practical significance by 

advancing our understanding of the complex interplay between language, politics, 

and public discourse, and by providing insights that can inform strategic 

communication practices in political contexts. 

The scientific novelty of the research lies in its comprehensive investigation 

of Boris Johnson’s language profile, particularly focusing on his role as a political 

figure. While previous studies may have examined certain aspects of his language 

use, such as rhetorical strategies or specific speeches, this research aims to provide 

a holistic analysis by considering multiple linguistic dimensions and employing a 

range of research methods.  

The scientific novelty of this research can be summarized as follows: 

− Integrated Approach: this study adopts an integrated approach by 

combining various linguistic methods, including corpus linguistics analysis, 

discourse analysis, stylistic analysis, comparative analysis, qualitative interviews, 

and quantitative analysis. By employing this multidimensional approach, it provides 

a comprehensive understanding of Boris Johnson’s language profile. 

− Specific Focus: this research specifically focuses on Boris Johnson as 

a political figure and aims to explore the unique features of his language use in 

political contexts. By delving into his speeches, interviews, and public statements, it 

offers insights into the communicative strategies, rhetorical devices, and persuasive 

techniques he employs to engage with his audience and shape political discourse. 

Material of the research. In the context of a research study, the following 

sources can be described as valuable materials for analyzing the political rhetoric 

and persuasive strategies of Boris Johnson: 
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− Johnson, B. (2019). “The Churchill Factor: How One Man Made 

History. Riverhead Books”. “The Churchill Factor: How One Man Made History” 

by Boris Johnson provides insights into the political ideology and leadership style 

of Winston Churchill, a figure whom Johnson often admires and seeks to emulate. 

This book serves as a resource for understanding Johnson’s own political beliefs and 

strategies by examining the influence of Churchill on his thinking. It offers valuable 

historical context and examples that can be used to analyze Johnson’s speeches and 

political decision-making. 

− Johnson, B. (2020). “The New European: The Speeches of Boris 

Johnson”. “The New European: The Speeches of Boris Johnson” is a collection of 

Boris Johnson’s speeches, offering a firsthand account of his oratory skills and 

communication techniques. This source provides researchers with a range of 

speeches that can be analyzed to identify patterns, rhetorical devices, and persuasive 

strategies employed by Johnson. By studying his speeches, researchers can gain 

insights into Johnson’s public persona, his use of language, and his political 

messaging. 

− Johnson, B. (2021). “The Art of Persuasion: Selected Speeches and 

Writing”. “The Art of Persuasion: Selected Speeches and Writing” by Boris Johnson 

presents a curated selection of Johnson’s speeches and written works. This source 

provides a focused examination of Johnson’s persuasive techniques and rhetorical 

prowess. By analyzing the speeches and writings included in this collection, 

researchers can gain deeper insights into the rhetorical strategies, persuasive appeals, 

and language choices employed by Johnson to shape public opinion and advance his 

political agenda. 

The structure of the research. This works includes an Introduction, 2 

Chapters, 6 sub-chapters, Conclusions, Summary, References, and Appendix. 
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CHAPTER 1 

LANGUAGE PROFILE OF BORIS JOHNSON 

 

1.1. Literature review 

A language profile refers to a comprehensive description and analysis of a 

particular language, taking into account various aspects such as its grammar, 

vocabulary, phonetics, and sociolinguistic features. It serves as a valuable tool for 

linguists, researchers, and language enthusiasts to better understand the intricacies 

and unique characteristics of a specific language [3].  

Scientists and researchers dedicated to studying language profiles often fall 

under the field of linguistics, specifically specializing in areas such as descriptive 

linguistics, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, and computational linguistics. Their 

research aims to unravel the underlying structures, patterns, and functions of 

languages, leading to a deeper comprehension of human communication and the 

complexities of language diversity worldwide. By examining language profiles, 

these scientists contribute to our broader understanding of how languages are 

formed, used, and evolve over time [2]. 

Here is a list of scientists and their respective areas of research dedicated to 

investigating language profiles: 

    Noam Chomsky (Generative Linguistics): Noam Chomsky is a renowned 

linguist who has made significant contributions to the field of generative linguistics. 

His research focuses on uncovering the underlying syntactic structures and 

grammatical rules that govern language. Chomsky’s work involves analyzing 

language profiles through the lens of transformational-generative grammar, seeking 

to understand the universal principles that shape human language. 

    William Labov (Sociolinguistics): William Labov is a prominent 

sociolinguist known for his pioneering research on language variation and change. 

His investigations into language profiles involve examining how different social 

factors, such as age, gender, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status, influence language 

usage within a community. Labov’s studies often employ sociolinguistic interviews 
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and quantitative analysis to uncover patterns of linguistic variation and identify the 

social motivations behind language choices. 

    Steven Pinker (Psycholinguistics): Steven Pinker is a cognitive scientist and 

psycholinguist who explores the cognitive processes underlying language 

production and comprehension. His research investigates language profiles by 

employing experimental methods, such as psycholinguistic experiments and 

neuroimaging techniques, to unravel how the human brain processes language. 

Pinker’s work sheds light on the mental mechanisms involved in language 

acquisition, syntax, semantics, and the evolution of language. 

    Mark Liberman (Computational Linguistics): Mark Liberman is a 

computational linguist who focuses on utilizing computational methods and 

algorithms to analyze and model language profiles. His research involves developing 

computational tools and techniques to process large amounts of linguistic data and 

extract meaningful patterns. Liberman’s work contributes to automatic speech 

recognition, natural language processing, and machine translation, facilitating the 

analysis and understanding of diverse language profiles. 

    Deborah Tannen (Discourse Analysis): Deborah Tannen is a linguist known 

for her work in discourse analysis and sociolinguistics. Her research investigates 

language profiles by examining how communication patterns, speech acts, and 

conversational styles vary across different social contexts and cultural settings. 

Tannen’s studies involve analyzing spoken and written interactions to understand 

how language is used to negotiate relationships, express power dynamics, and 

convey social meaning. 

These scientists represent a few examples from a broad range of researchers 

dedicated to understanding language profiles. Their collective efforts contribute to 

unraveling the intricate nature of human language and its manifestations across 

different linguistic communities and contexts. 

“Language and Social Relations” by Agha explores the intricate connection 

between language and social interactions. The book delves into the ways language 

shapes and is shaped by social relationships, shedding light on the power dynamics, 
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identity construction, and cultural practices embedded in language use. Agha’s work 

draws from sociolinguistics, anthropology, and linguistic anthropology, offering a 

comprehensive analysis of how language functions within various social contexts. 

With its interdisciplinary approach, this book provides valuable insights into the 

complex interplay between language and society [1]. 

“Structures of Social Action” is a collection of studies edited by Atkinson and 

Heritage that focuses on conversation analysis as a means of understanding social 

interaction. The book showcases various empirical investigations into the 

organization and structure of talk, highlighting the ways in which conversation is 

structured, sequenced, and managed to achieve social actions. It offers a 

foundational perspective on the micro-level analysis of social interactions and 

provides valuable insights into the workings of language in everyday 

conversations [2]. 

“The Palgrave Handbook of Contemporary British Politics” edited by Breeze 

and Kett serves as a comprehensive reference work that explores the key issues, 

debates, and developments in contemporary British politics. The handbook 

encompasses a wide range of topics, including political institutions, policies, 

ideologies, and electoral dynamics, providing a nuanced understanding of the British 

political landscape. It features contributions from leading experts in the field, 

making it an essential resource for scholars, students, and anyone interested in 

gaining a comprehensive overview of contemporary British politics [3]. 

“Syntactic Structures” by Chomsky is a seminal work in the field of linguistics 

that revolutionized the understanding of language structure. In this book, Chomsky 

introduces transformational-generative grammar, a groundbreaking linguistic theory 

that focuses on the underlying syntactic structures and rules governing the formation 

of sentences. Chomsky’s work paved the way for modern linguistic theories and 

sparked a paradigm shift in the study of language, emphasizing the innate and 

universal aspects of human language [4]. 

“Boris Johnson: The Speeches Collection” edited by Clarke compiles a 

collection of speeches delivered by Boris Johnson, the former Prime Minister of the 
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United Kingdom. The book offers a comprehensive overview of Johnson’s oratory 

skills, political rhetoric, and key policy positions. It provides an insight into 

Johnson’s communication style and his approach to political discourse, making it a 

valuable resource for those interested in analyzing his speeches and understanding 

his political ideologies and strategies [5]. 

“The British General Election of 2017,” edited by Cowley and Kavanagh, 

provides a comprehensive analysis of the 2017 general election in the United 

Kingdom. The book features contributions from various experts, examining key 

aspects such as campaign strategies, party dynamics, voter behavior, and the 

electoral outcome. It offers valuable insights into the political landscape and sheds 

light on the factors that shaped the election and its consequences. This book is a 

valuable resource for understanding the intricacies of the 2017 UK general 

election [6]. 

“Studies in Interactional Linguistics,” edited by Couper-Kuhlen and Selting, 

presents a collection of research studies that focus on the analysis of naturally 

occurring language in interaction. The book explores various aspects of 

conversational interaction, including turn-taking, repair mechanisms, sequence 

organization, and the use of prosody and gestures. It offers a valuable contribution 

to the field of interactional linguistics, providing insights into the complexities of 

language use in social interaction [7]. 

“Boris Johnson: The Gambler,” edited by Crick and Jones, delves into the life 

and political career of Boris Johnson, the former Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom. The book offers a critical examination of Johnson’s leadership style, 

political decisions, and his role in shaping British politics. It provides an insightful 

analysis of Johnson’s ambitions, controversies, and the impact of his leadership. 

This book is essential for those interested in understanding the political journey and 

impact of Boris Johnson [8]. 

“The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language” by Crystal is a 

comprehensive reference work that explores various aspects of the English language. 

It covers topics such as language history, grammar, dialects, and sociolinguistics, 



14 
 
providing an extensive overview of the English language from both a linguistic and 

sociocultural perspective. With its accessible style and rich content, this book serves 

as an indispensable resource for linguists, language enthusiasts, and anyone 

interested in the English language [9]. 

“Media and Politics in a Globalizing World,” edited by Deacon and Stanyer, 

examines the intricate relationship between media and politics in the context of 

globalization. The book offers a comprehensive analysis of the role of media in 

shaping political processes, public opinion, and political communication. It explores 

key topics such as media ownership, political campaigning, digital media, and the 

impact of globalization on media and politics. This book provides valuable insights 

into the evolving dynamics of media and its influence on politics [10]. 

“The Routledge Companion to British Politics,” edited by Gamble and Parry, 

offers a comprehensive overview of the key concepts, debates, and institutions in 

British politics. The book covers a wide range of topics, including political 

ideologies, party politics, electoral systems, and policy-making processes. It features 

contributions from leading scholars in the field, making it a valuable resource for 

students, researchers, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of British 

politics [11]. 

“Boris: The Rise of Boris Johnson” by Gimson provides an in-depth 

exploration of the political career and rise to power of Boris Johnson, the former 

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. The book delves into Johnson’s personal 

background, his journalistic career, and his political ambitions. It offers insights into 

his charismatic personality, strategic maneuvering, and the factors that contributed 

to his ascent in British politics. This biography provides a nuanced understanding of 

Johnson’s journey to becoming one of the most prominent political figures in the 

UK [12]. 

“Forms of Talk” by Goffman explores the various forms and patterns of 

communication in social interactions. The book examines how language is used to 

convey meaning, establish relationships, and perform social roles. Goffman’s work 

delves into the intricacies of conversational behavior, face-to-face interactions, and 
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the ways in which individuals adapt their speech based on social contexts and 

cultural norms. This book provides valuable insights into the role of talk in shaping 

social reality [13]. 

“Directions in Sociolinguistics: The Ethnography of Communication,” edited 

by Gumperz and Hymes, presents a collection of essays that explore the 

ethnographic study of communication in different social and cultural contexts. The 

book focuses on the interactional patterns, cultural norms, and social identities 

manifested in language use. It offers a foundational perspective on sociolinguistics 

and provides insights into the complex relationship between language, culture, and 

society [14]. 

“Discourse Strategies” by Gumperz examines the ways in which individuals 

strategically employ language to achieve specific communicative goals in different 

contexts. The book explores the role of discourse strategies in managing 

conversations, expressing identity, and negotiating social relationships. Gumperz’s 

work highlights the importance of context, cultural norms, and linguistic resources 

in shaping communication practices. This book provides valuable insights into the 

strategic use of language in everyday interactions [15]. 

“The Rise of New Politics: Populism and Anti-Establishment Movements” by 

Heath et al. provides a comprehensive analysis of the rise of populism and anti-

establishment movements in contemporary politics. The book examines the causes, 

consequences, and dynamics of these political shifts, with a focus on the context of 

Western democracies. It offers insights into the factors driving voter behavior, party 

strategies, and the implications for democratic governance. This book is essential for 

understanding the changing political landscape and the challenges faced by 

established political systems [16]. 

“Talk in Action: Interactions, Identities, and Institutions” by Heritage and 

Clayman explores the multifaceted nature of talk in various social contexts. The 

book examines how language is used in everyday interactions to negotiate identities, 

establish relationships, and navigate institutional settings. Drawing on conversation 

analysis and ethnomethodology, it offers a detailed understanding of the interplay 
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between language, social actions, and social structures. This book provides valuable 

insights into the complexities of talk and its role in shaping social reality [17]. 

“An Introduction to Sociolinguistics” by Holmes offers a comprehensive 

overview of the field, exploring the relationship between language and society. The 

book covers topics such as language variation, language change, bilingualism, and 

language and gender, providing a thorough introduction to key sociolinguistic 

concepts and theories. It also examines the social and cultural implications of 

language use in diverse contexts. This book serves as an essential resource for 

students and anyone interested in gaining a foundational understanding of 

sociolinguistics [18]. 

“Political Communication in the Anglophone World” edited by Honeycutt 

and Barta examines the role of communication in political processes within English-

speaking countries. The book features case studies and perspectives from various 

scholars, exploring topics such as political campaigns, media influence, and the 

relationship between politics and public opinion. It offers insights into the 

complexities of political communication in different contexts, providing a nuanced 

understanding of the dynamics and challenges in the Anglophone political 

landscape [19]. 

“Sociolinguistic Patterns” by Labov is a foundational work in the field of 

sociolinguistics. Labov presents a systematic analysis of language variation and 

change, drawing on extensive empirical research. The book explores the social 

factors that influence language use, such as social class, ethnicity, and geography. 

Labov’s work revolutionized the study of sociolinguistics and provided a framework 

for understanding the relationship between language and society [23]. 

“A Course in Phonetics” by Ladefoged and Johnson offers a comprehensive 

introduction to the study of phonetics, focusing on the sounds of human speech. The 

book covers topics such as speech production, acoustics, and the classification of 

speech sounds in different languages. It provides practical exercises and examples 

to enhance understanding and skills in phonetic analysis. This book serves as an 
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essential resource for students and researchers in linguistics, speech pathology, and 

related fields [24]. 

“Principles of Phonetics” by Laver provides a comprehensive overview of the 

principles and concepts underlying the study of phonetics. The book covers topics 

such as speech production, speech perception, and the articulatory and acoustic 

properties of speech sounds. It explores phonetic phenomena in different languages 

and offers insights into the nature of human speech. This book is a valuable resource 

for students and researchers interested in the field of phonetics [25]. 

“Pragmatics” by Levinson introduces readers to the field of pragmatics, which 

focuses on the study of meaning in context. The book explores how context, social 

norms, and speaker intentions influence the interpretation of language. It covers 

topics such as implicature, speech acts, and politeness, providing a framework for 

understanding the pragmatic aspects of communication. This book is essential for 

those interested in gaining insights into how language is used to convey meaning 

beyond its literal form [26]. 

“World Englishes: The Study of New Linguistic Varieties” edited by Mesthrie 

and Bhatt explores the diverse forms and functions of English in different 

sociolinguistic contexts around the world. The book examines the emergence and 

development of English as a global language, focusing on the sociolinguistic and 

cultural implications of language variation and change. It offers insights into the 

sociopolitical dynamics, language contact, and identity construction associated with 

World Englishes. This book provides a comprehensive overview of the field and its 

significance in understanding the complexity of English as a global language [27]. 

“Communication, Culture and Hegemony: From the Media to Mediations” 

edited by Negrine and Papathanassopoulos offers a collection of essays that examine 

the relationship between communication, culture, and power. The book explores the 

role of media in shaping cultural and social norms, as well as the dynamics of power 

and control in the realm of communication. It provides critical insights into the 

influence of media on public opinion, political processes, and the construction of 
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hegemonic systems. This book is essential for understanding the complex interplay 

between communication, culture, and power in contemporary societies [28]. 

“Intonation of Colloquial English” by O’Connor and Arnold is a 

comprehensive study of the intonation patterns in colloquial English. The book 

explores the rhythmic and melodic aspects of spoken English, providing a detailed 

analysis of intonation contours and their communicative functions. It offers insights 

into how intonation contributes to meaning, discourse structure, and social 

interaction. This book is a valuable resource for linguists, language teachers, and 

anyone interested in understanding the complexities of English intonation [29]. 

Pomerantz explores the interactional dynamics of agreeing and disagreeing 

with assessments in conversation. The study employs conversation analysis to 

examine the structural features of preferred and dispreferred responses in talk. 

Pomerantz identifies the linguistic and sequential patterns associated with agreement 

and disagreement, shedding light on the negotiation of social meanings and actions 

in conversation. This article is a valuable contribution to the field of conversation 

analysis and provides insights into the organization of social interaction [30]. 

“A Simplest Systematics for the Organization of Turn-Taking for 

Conversation” by Sacks, Schegloff, and Jefferson presents a seminal study on the 

organization of turn-taking in conversation. The authors propose a systematic 

framework for understanding how participants coordinate and transition between 

turns in talk. The study analyzes various aspects of turn-taking, such as the timing, 

length, and management of conversational turns. This article has had a significant 

impact on the field of conversation analysis and provides fundamental insights into 

the structure and organization of spoken interaction [31]. 

“The Preference for Self-Correction in the Organization of Repair in 

Conversation” by Schegloff, Jefferson, and Sacks examines how participants in 

conversation repair and correct their own prior turns. The study investigates the 

preference for self-correction over other forms of repair and analyzes the sequential 

and interactional patterns involved in self-repair. It offers insights into the 

mechanisms of repair and the social organization of conversation. This article is a 
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significant contribution to the field of conversation analysis and contributes to our 

understanding of how participants maintain coherence and understanding in 

talk [32]. 

“Intercultural Communication: A Discourse Approach” by Scollon and 

Scollon explores the complexities of intercultural communication from a discourse 

perspective. The book examines how cultural differences influence communication 

practices and the ways in which individuals negotiate meaning across cultures. It 

offers a theoretical framework for understanding intercultural communication and 

provides practical insights into effective intercultural interactions. This book is 

essential for anyone studying or working in multicultural environments and seeks to 

enhance their intercultural communication skills [33]. 

“Conversational Style: Analyzing Talk Among Friends” by Tannen examines 

the variations in conversational styles and patterns among different social groups. 

The book explores how factors such as gender, culture, and social context shape 

conversational interactions. Tannen employs discourse analysis to uncover the 

underlying dynamics of conversational style, highlighting the ways in which 

individuals use language to convey meaning and establish relationships. This book 

is a valuable resource for understanding the complexities of conversational 

dynamics and the role of communication in social identity [34]. 

“Talking from 9 to 5: Women and Men at Work” by Tannen examines the 

impact of gender on communication patterns in the workplace. The book explores 

how men and women use language differently, and how these differences can lead 

to miscommunication and misunderstandings. Tannen provides insights into the 

challenges faced by women in male-dominated workplaces and offers strategies for 

effective communication across genders. This book is a valuable resource for 

professionals, managers, and researchers interested in understanding and improving 

workplace communication [35]. 

“Sociolinguistics: An Introduction to Language and Society” by Trudgill is a 

comprehensive introduction to the field of sociolinguistics. The book explores the 

relationship between language and society, examining how language variation and 
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change are influenced by social factors such as class, ethnicity, and gender. Trudgill 

covers various sociolinguistic concepts, methods, and theories, providing a solid 

foundation for understanding the interdisciplinary nature of the field. This book is a 

valuable resource for students and researchers interested in the social aspects of 

language [36]. 

“The Study of Language” by Yule is a widely used introductory textbook that 

provides a comprehensive overview of the study of language. The book covers 

essential topics in linguistics, including phonetics, morphology, syntax, semantics, 

and sociolinguistics. Yule presents linguistic concepts in a clear and accessible 

manner, making it an ideal resource for students and general readers interested in 

understanding the fundamental aspects of language and linguistic analysis [37]. 

“The Study of Language” offers a comprehensive introduction to the study of 

language, covering the core areas of linguistics. This revised edition incorporates 

new developments and research in the field, providing readers with up-to-date 

insights into language and its analysis. It serves as an invaluable resource for 

students and anyone interested in exploring the complexities of human 

language [38]. 

“Boris Johnson: The Adventures of the Blond Ambition” by Wheeler provides 

an in-depth biography of Boris Johnson, the former British Prime Minister. The book 

traces Johnson’s political career and offers insights into his leadership style, policies, 

and controversies. It delves into Johnson’s personal and professional life, providing 

readers with a comprehensive understanding of his rise to power. This biography is 

an engaging read for those interested in British politics and the charismatic figure of 

Boris Johnson [39]. 

“Boris Johnson: Prime Minister” by Wheeler provides an updated and 

comprehensive account of Boris Johnson’s tenure as the British Prime Minister. The 

book explores the key events, challenges, and policy decisions that defined 

Johnson’s leadership. It offers analysis and insights into Johnson’s political 

strategies, his approach to Brexit, and his role in shaping British politics. This book 



21 
 
is a valuable resource for understanding the political landscape of the UK during 

Johnson’s premiership [40]. 

In the context of a research study focused on analyzing the political rhetoric 

and persuasive strategies of Boris Johnson, the following sources provide valuable 

materials for in-depth analysis: 

− Johnson, B. (2019). The Churchill Factor: How One Man Made 

History. Riverhead Books. “The Churchill Factor: How One Man Made History” by 

Boris Johnson offers a detailed exploration of the political ideology and leadership 

style of Winston Churchill, a historical figure whom Johnson often draws inspiration 

from. This book serves as a rich resource for understanding the historical context, 

political philosophy, and rhetorical strategies that have influenced Johnson’s own 

political thinking and communication style. Researchers can examine Johnson’s 

references to Churchill, analyze the parallels he draws, and evaluate how Churchill’s 

legacy informs Johnson’s political decisions and public image [20]. 

− Johnson, B. (2020). The New European: The Speeches of Boris 

Johnson. Biteback Publishing. “The New European: The Speeches of Boris 

Johnson” is a comprehensive collection of Boris Johnson’s speeches, providing 

researchers with a wide range of primary source materials for detailed analysis. This 

source enables researchers to examine the evolution of Johnson’s rhetorical 

techniques, speech patterns, and persuasive strategies over time. By analyzing 

specific speeches, researchers can identify recurring themes, rhetorical devices, and 

persuasive appeals employed by Johnson in different contexts. The collection offers 

insights into Johnson’s public speaking style, his use of humor, and his ability to 

engage with diverse audiences [21]. 

− Johnson, B. (2021). The Art of Persuasion: Selected Speeches and 

Writing. Vintage. “The Art of Persuasion: Selected Speeches and Writing” by Boris 

Johnson provides a curated selection of Johnson’s speeches and written works, 

focusing on his persuasive techniques and rhetorical prowess. This source enables 

researchers to delve deeper into Johnson’s use of language, rhetorical devices, and 

persuasive appeals to shape public opinion and advance his political agenda. By 
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analyzing the selected speeches and writings, researchers can gain a comprehensive 

understanding of Johnson’s communication strategies, his unique voice, and the 

techniques he employs to engage and persuade his audience [22]. 

These sources collectively provide researchers with a rich and diverse set of 

materials for studying Boris Johnson’s political communication. They offer 

opportunities to analyze his use of historical references, track the evolution of his 

rhetorical style, and evaluate the effectiveness of his persuasive techniques. By 

closely examining the content, structure, and delivery of Johnson’s speeches and 

written works, researchers can gain valuable insights into his political persona, 

communication strategies, and the ways in which he seeks to influence public 

opinion. 

Overall, these sources offer researchers valuable materials for studying Boris 

Johnson’s political communication, analyzing his persuasive techniques, and 

understanding the historical and ideological influences that shape his rhetoric. They 

provide a foundation for examining Johnson’s speeches, writings, and leadership 

style within the broader context of political discourse and public perception. 

 

1.2. Early Life and Education 

Boris Johnson, born Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson on June 19, 1964, in 

New York City, had an upbringing that greatly influenced his future trajectory. 

Despite being born in the United States, his family soon relocated to England, where 

he spent his formative years. Johnson comes from a privileged background, with a 

lineage that includes political and intellectual figures [40]. 

Boris Johnson, a prominent figure in British politics, has been serving as the 

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom since July 2019. As a public figure, his 

educational background has garnered significant attention and curiosity. This article 

delves into Boris Johnson’s educational journey, exploring his formative years, 

academic achievements, and the influences that have shaped his perspective and 

leadership style. From prestigious institutions to influential mentors, Johnson’s 

education provides valuable insights into his intellectual development. 
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He received his primary education at the prestigious European School, 

Brussels I, before continuing his studies at the renowned Eton College. Known for 

its long-standing history and tradition, Eton provided Johnson with a solid 

foundation in academics, leadership, and networking opportunities. It was during his 

time at Eton that Johnson’s interest in politics began to emerge [2]. 

After completing his secondary education, Johnson went on to study at Balliol 

College, Oxford University, where he pursued a degree in Classics. He excelled 

academically and demonstrated his intellectual prowess during his time at Oxford. 

It was also during his university years that Johnson actively engaged in political 

activities, serving as the president of the Oxford Union and involving himself in 

various student organizations [6]. 

Johnson’s education at Eton and Oxford not only equipped him with 

knowledge and critical thinking skills but also exposed him to a network of 

influential individuals. These educational experiences laid the groundwork for his 

future endeavors in politics and public life [38]. 

Let’s summarize the information about Boris Johnson’s education: 

1. Early Years and Schooling: 

Boris Johnson was born in New York City in 1964 and spent his early 

childhood in both the United States and the United Kingdom. At the age of seven, 

he attended the European School in Brussels, where he received a multilingual 

education, becoming fluent in French and German. In 1973, he returned to the UK 

and enrolled at Ashdown House, a preparatory boarding school in East Sussex. This 

experience laid the foundation for his future academic pursuits. 

2. Eton College: A Privileged Education: 

At the age of 13, Boris Johnson secured a scholarship to Eton College, one of 

the most prestigious and exclusive educational institutions in the UK. Eton has a 

long history of nurturing future leaders, and it was here that Johnson began to 

develop his intellect and political interests. Despite initially struggling with 

disciplinary issues, he excelled academically, particularly in the classics. 
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At Eton, Johnson served as the editor of the school’s newspaper, The 

Chronicle, honing his skills as a journalist and showcasing his early flair for 

communication. He also participated in the prestigious King’s Scholarship 

examination, which he passed with distinction, further solidifying his academic 

prowess. 

3. University: Oxford and the Union: 

After completing his studies at Eton, Boris Johnson continued his education 

at the University of Oxford. He attended Balliol College, where he studied Classics. 

Oxford provided him with a rich intellectual environment and exposed him to a 

diverse range of ideas and ideologies. 

During his time at Oxford, Johnson actively engaged in political activities and 

joined the renowned Oxford Union, a prestigious debating society. As President of 

the Union in 1986, he gained valuable experience in public speaking and developed 

his skills in persuasion and rhetoric. 

4. Influential Mentors and Intellectual Influences: 

Throughout his education, Boris Johnson encountered influential mentors and 

engaged with intellectual influences that shaped his thinking and political outlook. 

At Eton, he was taught by notable figures such as historian and politician Simon 

Jenkins, who inspired his interest in history and public affairs. 

During his time at Oxford, Johnson studied under distinguished scholars, 

including Sir John Elliott and Walter Bodmer. These mentors provided guidance and 

intellectual stimulation, encouraging his academic pursuits and nurturing his 

intellectual curiosity. 

Johnson’s educational journey also exposed him to a diverse array of ideas 

and perspectives, further shaping his political philosophy. From the classics to 

modern political theory, his studies influenced his ideological stance and approach 

to governance. 

Boris Johnson’s education played a pivotal role in shaping the leader we see 

today. From his early years at Eton College to his time at the University of Oxford, 

his educational experiences laid the foundation for his intellectual development and 
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political career. Influential mentors, exposure to diverse ideas, and active 

involvement in extracurricular activities all contributed to his growth as a scholar, 

communicator, and politician. 

Understanding Johnson’s educational background provides valuable insights 

into his leadership style, his ability to navigate complex issues, and his propensity 

for eloquent and persuasive communication. While his education alone does not 

define him as a leader, it has undoubtedly contributed to his success and influenced 

his political trajectory. As Boris Johnson continues to make his mark on the global 

stage, his educational journey remains a significant aspect of his legacy. 

In summary, Boris Johnson’s early life and education played a crucial role in 

shaping his development as a political figure. His upbringing in a privileged 

background, education at prestigious institutions like Eton and Oxford, and 

involvement in political activities during his university years provided him with the 

foundation and connections necessary to embark on his political career [5]. 

 

1.3. Political Career 

Boris Johnson’s political career has been marked by a series of notable 

achievements and controversies. After serving as the Member of Parliament for 

Henley from 2001 to 2008, Johnson was elected as the Mayor of London in 2008.  

During his mayoral tenure, he implemented several initiatives aimed at 

improving transportation infrastructure, promoting environmental sustainability, 

and enhancing the city’s global reputation. His charismatic leadership and colorful 

personality garnered significant attention, making him a prominent figure in British 

politics [2]. 

In 2015, Boris Johnson made a pivotal decision to campaign for the United 

Kingdom’s exit from the European Union, becoming one of the leading figures of 

the Brexit movement. This decision further propelled his political career and 

established him as a prominent advocate for national sovereignty and independence. 

However, his support for Brexit also generated polarizing debates and criticism from 

those who favored remaining in the EU [1]. 
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Following the Brexit referendum, Boris Johnson served as the UK’s Secretary 

of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs from 2016 to 2018, representing the 

country on the global stage. He played a crucial role in shaping the UK’s 

international relations, negotiating trade agreements, and addressing diplomatic 

challenges [4]. 

In July 2019, Boris Johnson became the leader of the Conservative Party and 

subsequently assumed the position of Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. His 

premiership has been marked by significant events such as the COVID-19 pandemic, 

where he led the government’s response efforts and implemented various measures 

to mitigate the impact of the virus [3]. 

Throughout his political career, Boris Johnson has been both celebrated and 

criticized for his charismatic and unconventional style of leadership. His ability to 

connect with the public through his rhetoric and communication skills has made him 

a captivating figure in British politics. However, his tenure has also faced scrutiny, 

particularly regarding policy decisions and controversies surrounding his personal 

conduct. Overall, Boris Johnson’s political career has been characterized by a 

combination of successes, challenges, and controversies, making him a significant 

and influential figure in the political landscape of the United Kingdom [39]. 

Boris Johnson’s political career is as captivating as it is controversial. From 

his early days as a journalist to his ascent as the Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom, Johnson has left an indelible mark on British politics. This article explores 

the different stages of his political journey, highlighting key milestones, notable 

positions held, and the significant events that have shaped his political trajectory. 

From his early involvement in journalism to his tenure as Mayor of London and his 

eventual rise to the highest office in the land, Boris Johnson’s political career is a 

testament to his ambition, charisma, and ability to navigate the complexities of 

British politics. 

Let’s sum up the stages of his political career: 

1. Stage 1: Journalism and Media Persona: 
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Before embarking on his political career, Boris Johnson made a name for 

himself as a journalist. In the late 1980s, he worked for The Times and later became 

the Brussels correspondent for The Daily Telegraph, where he gained attention for 

his colorful and often controversial reporting style. Johnson’s journalistic career 

allowed him to cultivate a public persona as a charismatic and witty figure, 

establishing his presence in the media landscape. 

2. Stage 2: Member of Parliament and Shadow Cabinet: 

In 2001, Boris Johnson made his foray into electoral politics by winning the 

Conservative Party nomination for the safe seat of Henley. He was subsequently 

elected as a Member of Parliament (MP) in the general election later that year. 

Johnson’s outspoken personality and eloquent communication skills quickly caught 

the public’s attention, propelling him into the national political scene. 

As an MP, Johnson served in various roles within the Conservative Party, 

including as Vice-Chairman of the party under Michael Howard’s leadership. In 

2004, he joined the Shadow Cabinet as Shadow Minister for the Arts, further 

cementing his position within the party’s ranks. 

3. Stage 3: Mayor of London: 

One of the most significant milestones in Boris Johnson’s political career 

came in 2008 when he successfully ran for the office of Mayor of London. His tenure 

as Mayor, spanning from 2008 to 2016, brought him widespread recognition and 

catapulted him into the national spotlight. 

During his time as Mayor, Johnson championed initiatives to improve 

London’s infrastructure, including the introduction of the Boris Bikes (a bike-

sharing scheme) and the implementation of the New Routemaster buses. He also 

played a prominent role in promoting London as a global city and successfully led 

the city’s hosting of the 2012 Olympic Games. 

4. Stage 4: Leadership of the Conservative Party and Prime Minister: 

In 2019, Boris Johnson made a bid for the leadership of the Conservative Party 

following the resignation of Theresa May. Running on a platform focused on 
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delivering Brexit, he garnered significant support from party members and emerged 

as the frontrunner. 

After winning the leadership contest, Johnson became the Prime Minister of 

the United Kingdom in July 2019. His premiership has been marked by his 

commitment to delivering Brexit and shaping the country’s post-European Union 

future. Johnson has faced numerous challenges, including navigating the 

complexities of Brexit negotiations, managing the COVID-19 pandemic, and 

addressing issues of domestic policy. 

Boris Johnson’s political career has been characterized by its twists and turns, 

captivating the public with his distinctive style and personality. From his early days 

as a journalist to his current role as the Prime Minister, Johnson’s journey has been 

marked by ambition, charisma, and a knack for captivating the public’s attention.  

While controversy and criticism have accompanied his rise, Boris Johnson’s 

political career continues to shape the landscape of British politics and influence the 

nation’s future. As he confronts the challenges of his premiership, his ability to 

navigate and lead will determine the lasting impact of his political legacy. 

 

1.4. Rhetorical Style and Speech Patterns 

Rhetorical style and speech patterns play a crucial role in effective 

communication. It involves the art of using language and persuasive techniques to 

captivate the audience and convey ideas with impact. Boris Johnson, known for his 

charismatic and engaging speaking style, employs various rhetorical devices and 

speech patterns to deliver his messages with flair [7].  

His speeches are often characterized by their vibrant energy, wit, and a 

distinctive cadence that keeps listeners engaged. Johnson skillfully employs 

repetition, alliteration, and vivid imagery to make his points memorable and create 

a lasting impact. His use of rhetorical questions and dramatic pauses adds dramatic 

effect and allows him to connect with his audience on a deeper level [20].  

Furthermore, Johnson’s eloquence and ability to adapt his speech patterns to 

different settings and audiences showcase his versatility as a skilled orator. His 
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rhetorical style and speech patterns have played a significant role in shaping his 

public persona and political career, making him a captivating and influential speaker. 

One notable aspect of Johnson’s rhetorical style is his frequent use of 

repetition. He often employs repetition of key phrases or ideas to emphasize his 

points and make them more memorable. For example, in his speeches, he might 

repeat a slogan or a specific phrase to drive home his message. This repetition serves 

to create a rhythmic pattern and reinforces the central themes of his speech [21]. 

Another prominent feature is Johnson’s skillful use of alliteration. He often 

incorporates alliterative phrases and words, where the same sound or consonant is 

repeated, to create a pleasing and memorable effect. This technique adds a sense of 

musicality to his speeches and helps to emphasize certain words or concepts. For 

instance, he might say, “We need to unleash the potential of the people” or “Let’s 

build back better” [38]. 

Johnson also employs vivid imagery in his speeches, using descriptive 

language to paint a vivid picture in the minds of his audience. By appealing to their 

senses and emotions, he is able to make his message more relatable and impactful. 

For example, he might describe a situation as a “stormy sea of uncertainty” or refer 

to a policy as a “bright beacon of hope” [8]. 

In terms of pacing and tempo, Johnson’s speech patterns are characterized by 

a lively and energetic delivery. He often speaks at a relatively fast pace, interspersed 

with occasional pauses for dramatic effect. This rhythmic variation keeps the 

audience engaged and adds a dynamic element to his speeches [37]. 

Furthermore, Johnson is skilled at using rhetorical questions to engage his 

audience and stimulate critical thinking. By posing thought-provoking questions, he 

encourages listeners to reflect on the topic at hand and actively participate in the 

discourse. These rhetorical questions also serve to reinforce his arguments and make 

his speeches more persuasive [40]. 

Overall, Boris Johnson’s rhetorical style and speech patterns are marked by 

repetition, alliteration, vivid imagery, dynamic pacing, and the use of rhetorical 

questions. These techniques contribute to his ability to captivate audiences, convey 



30 
 
his messages effectively, and leave a lasting impact on his listeners. His mastery of 

these rhetorical devices has undoubtedly played a significant role in his success as a 

communicator and political figure [22]. 

Here is a list highlighting the speech patterns of Boris Johnson: 

− Use of vivid and memorable metaphors and analogies to convey ideas 

and make his points more relatable. 

− Incorporation of humor and wit to engage audiences and create a lighter 

tone during speeches. 

− Utilization of rhetorical devices, such as repetition, alliteration, and 

parallelism, to emphasize key messages and make his speeches more impactful. 

− Adoption of a conversational and informal style, often addressing the 

audience directly and using colloquial language. 

− Employment of rhetorical questions to stimulate thought and engage 

the audience in the speech. 

− Implementation of persuasive language techniques, such as emotional 

appeal and symbolism, to sway public opinion and rally support for his ideas. 

− Display of confidence and conviction through assertive and declarative 

statements. 

− Integration of historical references and cultural allusions to establish a 

connection with the audience and add depth to his speeches. 

− Ability to adapt his tone and language depending on the audience and 

context, switching between serious and light-hearted moments. 

− Frequent use of soundbites and catchy phrases to create memorable 

slogans and catch the attention of the public. 

− Inclusion of personal anecdotes and stories to add a personal touch and 

connect with the audience on an emotional level. 

− Tendency to speak in a rapid and energetic manner, often incorporating 

pauses and variations in pitch and tone for emphasis. 
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− Demonstration of a wide vocabulary and a penchant for wordplay and 

puns. 

− Emphasis on optimism and a positive outlook, painting a vision of a 

brighter future and instilling hope in his listeners [19, 20, 21]. 

These speech patterns contribute to Boris Johnson’s distinctive style of 

oratory, allowing him to captivate audiences, convey his messages effectively, and 

leave a lasting impact [22]. 

 

1.4.1 Use of Humor and Wit 

One of the notable aspects of Johnson’s speaking style is his adept use of 

humor. He often incorporates witty remarks, playful banter, and humorous anecdotes 

into his speeches to engage his audience and create a more lighthearted atmosphere. 

By injecting humor into his speeches, Johnson is able to connect with his listeners 

on a personal level and make complex or dry topics more accessible [8]. 

For instance, in a speech discussing economic policies, Johnson might 

cleverly quip, “We need a plan that is as solid as a banker’s handshake, but without 

the hidden fees.” This humorous analogy not only adds a touch of levity to the topic 

but also reinforces his point about the need for transparent and reliable economic 

strategies [9]. Furthermore, Johnson is known for his skillful use of wordplay and 

puns. He often employs clever wordplay to make his speeches more engaging and 

memorable. For example, when discussing the importance of infrastructure 

development, he might humorously state, “We need to build bridges, both literally 

and metaphorically, to connect communities and foster growth” [11]. 

In addition to wordplay, Johnson often incorporates self-deprecating humor 

into his speeches. By poking fun at himself or acknowledging his own mistakes, he 

creates a relatable and down-to-earth image. This self-deprecating humor helps to 

humanize him and make him more approachable to his audience [32]. It’s worth 

noting that Johnson’s use of humor is often strategic, serving to defuse tense 

situations or navigate through controversial topics. By using wit and humor, he can 
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address sensitive issues in a way that reduces tension and allows for a more 

constructive discussion [28]. 

Here we can see examples of use of humor and wit in Boris Johnson’s 

speeches: 

− “My friends, as I have discovered myself, there are no disasters, only 

opportunities. And, indeed, opportunities for fresh disasters”. – A witty remark 

highlighting his ability to find humor even in challenging situations. 

− “My speaking style was criticized by no less an authority than Arnold 

Schwarzenegger. It was a low moment, my friends, to have my rhetorical skills 

denounced by a monosyllabic Austrian cyborg.” – A playful response to criticism, 

using humor to disarm the situation. 

− “I have as much chance of becoming Prime Minister as of being 

decapitated by a frisbee or of finding Elvis.” – A lighthearted and self-deprecating 

comment on his political ambitions. 

− “If I am ever asked to produce my ID card as evidence that I am who I 

say I am, when I have done something outrageous, may I simply say, ‘I don’t have 

one with me’?” – Using humor to address concerns about personal accountability 

and identity. 

− “It is time to say to this country’s bureaucrats in Brussels: ‘Goodbye to 

all that’.” – A clever reference to Robert Graves’ autobiography, humorously 

signaling his stance on the European Union. 

− “My chances of being PM are about as good as the chances of finding 

Elvis on Mars or my being reincarnated as an olive.” – A humorous comment on the 

perceived unlikelihood of his political aspirations. 

− “I am supporting David Cameron purely out of cynical self-interest.” – 

Employing irony to lighten the political atmosphere and add a touch of self-

awareness. 
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− “Voting Tory will cause your wife to have bigger breasts and increase 

your chances of owning a BMW M3.” – A tongue-in-cheek campaign slogan, using 

humor to make a memorable impact. 

− “My policy on cake is pro having it and pro eating it.” – A clever and 

humorous way of expressing the desire to enjoy the benefits without facing the 

consequences. 

− “I can’t remember what my line on drugs is. What’s my line on drugs?” 

– A comical remark poking fun at forgetfulness while subtly addressing the 

complexity of policy positions. 

Overall, Boris Johnson’s use of humor and wit adds a distinct charm to his 

speeches. Through clever wordplay, playful banter, and self-deprecating humor, he 

is able to engage his audience, make complex topics more accessible, and foster a 

connection with his listeners. This skillful use of humor is undoubtedly one of the 

key factors contributing to his charismatic and engaging speaking style [26]. Boris 

Johnson’s adept use of humor and wit has been a defining characteristic of his 

speeches and public persona. His ability to infuse light-heartedness into political 

discourse has allowed him to connect with audiences and disarm critics. Whether 

through self-deprecating jokes or clever one-liners, Johnson’s humor has become an 

integral part of his communication style, making his speeches engaging, memorable, 

and often controversial. 

 

1.4.2 Linguistic Quirks and Catchphrases 

Linguistic quirks are unique or distinctive features of an individual’s language 

use that deviate from conventional norms or expectations. They can include specific 

word choices, sentence structures, or patterns of speech that are characteristic of a 

particular person. Catchphrases, on the other hand, are memorable and often 

repeated expressions or slogans that are associated with a person or a specific 

context. Catchphrases are typically concise and impactful, designed to resonate with 

audiences and leave a lasting impression. 
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In the context of political figures like Boris Johnson, linguistic quirks and 

catchphrases play a significant role in shaping their public image and 

communication style. These linguistic elements can help convey their message, 

establish key talking points, create memorable soundbites, and generate public 

recognition. They serve as powerful tools for engaging with the public, influencing 

public opinion, and crafting a distinct political identity. 

Boris Johnson, as a prominent political figure, is known for his distinctive 

linguistic quirks and catchphrases that have become synonymous with his public 

persona. One such quirk is his frequent use of rhetorical devices, such as alliteration 

and repetition, which add a memorable and persuasive quality to his speeches. 

Johnson’s fondness for wordplay and puns is also evident in his language choices, 

often using witty and humorous remarks to engage his audience [23]. 

One of Johnson’s well-known catchphrases is “Get Brexit Done”, which 

encapsulated his campaign promise to deliver the United Kingdom’s withdrawal 

from the European Union. This concise and impactful phrase not only resonated with 

supporters but also became a rallying cry for Brexit proponents across the country. 

By employing such catchy slogans, Johnson effectively conveyed his stance on a 

complex issue and connected with voters on an emotional level [31]. 

Another linguistic quirk of Johnson is his tendency to use colorful metaphors 

and vivid imagery in his speeches. He often employs vivid language to paint a 

picture, making his messages more relatable and engaging. For instance, he once 

described his approach to governance as “whacking the ball out of the park”, 

emphasizing his determination and boldness in tackling challenges. These figurative 

expressions not only add flair to his language but also help in conveying his ideas in 

a memorable and accessible manner [33]. 

Here we can see some examples of linguistic quirks and catchphrases in Boris 

Johnson’s speeches: 

− “Get Brexit Done” – This catchphrase became synonymous with Boris 

Johnson’s political campaign and his commitment to delivering Brexit. It effectively 

encapsulated his message and resonated with voters. 
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− “One Nation Conservative” – Johnson frequently uses this term to 

describe his political ideology, emphasizing his aim to unite the country and bridge 

divides. It has become a recurring phrase in his speeches, representing his vision for 

a cohesive society. 

− “Taking back control” – This phrase, commonly associated with Brexit, 

was used by Johnson to emphasize the idea of reclaiming sovereignty and decision-

making power from the European Union. It became a rallying cry for those 

supporting the Leave campaign. 

− “Do or die” – Johnson used this expression during the Brexit debates, 

emphasizing his determination to deliver Brexit, even if it meant facing significant 

challenges and potential consequences. It conveys his resolute approach to achieving 

his goals. 

− “Levelling up” – This phrase highlights Johnson’s commitment to 

reducing regional disparities and promoting economic growth across the UK. It 

encapsulates his vision of creating a more balanced and equitable society, focusing 

on improving opportunities for all regions. 

Boris Johnson’s linguistic quirks and catchphrases reveal important insights 

into his communication style, political strategy, and public image. Here is an 

analysis of some of his notable linguistic quirks and catchphrases: 

1. “Get Brexit Done”: 

    This catchphrase was highly effective in Johnson’s political campaign, as 

it encapsulated a simple and powerful message. The repetition of the phrase helped 

create a sense of urgency and determination, resonating with those who sought a 

resolution to the prolonged Brexit process. It showcased Johnson’s ability to distill 

complex issues into succinct and memorable slogans, effectively shaping public 

discourse. 

2. “One Nation Conservative”: 

    Johnson’s use of this term highlights his attempt to position himself as a 

unifying force within the Conservative Party and the country as a whole. By 

associating himself with the idea of “One Nation Conservatism,” he aims to bridge 
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political divides and project an image of inclusivity. This linguistic quirk aligns with 

his political strategy of broad appeal, seeking to appeal to a wide range of voters. 

3. “Taking back control”: 

    This catchphrase played a significant role during the Brexit debates, 

appealing to those who desired increased sovereignty and independence from the 

European Union. By employing this phrase, Johnson tapped into the sentiment of 

reclaiming power and decision-making authority, resonating with those who felt 

disenchanted with the perceived loss of control. It effectively captured the spirit of 

the Leave campaign and reinforced Johnson’s stance on Brexit. 

4. “Do or die”: 

    The use of this expression reflects Johnson’s assertive and determined 

approach to achieving his objectives. By framing Brexit as a “do or die” endeavor, 

he conveyed a sense of resolve and unwavering commitment to delivering on his 

promises. This linguistic quirk aimed to demonstrate his determination to overcome 

obstacles and reassure Brexit supporters of his resolve, regardless of potential 

challenges. 

5. “Levelling up”: 

    Johnson’s emphasis on “levelling up” highlights his ambition to address 

regional disparities and promote economic growth across the UK. This catchphrase 

serves as a unifying concept, appealing to voters who feel marginalized or left 

behind. By framing his agenda in terms of “levelling up,” he positions himself as a 

champion of social and economic equality, appealing to a broad spectrum of voters 

and addressing concerns about regional imbalances. 

Overall, Boris Johnson’s linguistic quirks and catchphrases are strategic tools 

that help shape his political messaging, connect with audiences, and establish a 

distinct public persona. By employing concise and memorable phrases, he 

effectively communicates his key policy positions, reinforces his political brand, and 

engages with voters on issues that resonate with them. Additionally, Johnson’s 

speaking style is characterized by a fast-paced delivery and a distinctive cadence. 

He often speaks in bursts, with short, energetic phrases and pauses for emphasis. 
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This rhythm creates a sense of urgency and dynamism, capturing the attention of his 

listeners and conveying his enthusiasm for the subject matter. Combined with his 

use of gestures and animated facial expressions, Johnson’s speaking style adds a 

theatrical element to his speeches, captivating audiences and leaving a lasting 

impression [37]. 

It is worth noting that while Johnson’s linguistic quirks and catchphrases have 

contributed to his popularity and recognition, they have also been subject to 

criticism. Some argue that his use of rhetorical devices and witty remarks can 

overshadow substantive policy discussions, leading to accusations of superficiality 

or lack of clarity. However, regardless of the opinions on his linguistic style, it is 

undeniable that Johnson’s unique linguistic quirks and catchphrases have made him 

a distinct and memorable figure in British politics [25]. 

Boris Johnson’s linguistic quirks and catchphrases play a significant role in 

shaping his public persona and communication style. From his adept use of 

rhetorical devices and wordplay to his energetic delivery and memorable slogans, 

Johnson’s linguistic choices help him connect with audiences, convey his messages 

effectively, and leave a lasting impact.  These linguistic quirks have become 

synonymous with his political identity, contributing to his charisma, but also 

sparking debates about the balance between style and substance in political 

discourse [11]. 

 

1.4.3 Use of Metaphors and Analogies 

Metaphors and analogies are figures of speech that serve to enhance 

understanding, create vivid imagery, and make complex concepts more accessible. 

Here’s an explanation of each: 

− A metaphor is a figure of speech that compares two different things by 

highlighting their similarities, without using “like” or “as.” It suggests that one thing 

is another thing, allowing the listener or reader to see the subject in a new light. 

Metaphors can be used to convey abstract ideas, emotions, or qualities by drawing 

connections to more tangible or relatable concepts. 
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− An analogy is a comparison between two different things that aims to 

explain a complex idea or concept by drawing similarities between them. Analogies 

often use “like” or “as” to establish the comparison and help the audience understand 

a new or unfamiliar concept by relating it to something familiar. They provide a 

bridge between the known and the unknown, allowing for easier comprehension. 

Both metaphors and analogies are powerful linguistic tools that engage the 

imagination, evoke emotions, and enhance communication. They offer fresh 

perspectives, simplify complex ideas, and make abstract concepts more relatable and 

understandable to the audience. 

Boris Johnson is known for his masterful use of metaphors and analogies, 

employing them as powerful rhetorical tools to convey complex ideas, evoke 

emotions, and create vivid imagery in the minds of his audience. Johnson’s 

adeptness in utilizing metaphors and analogies allows him to make intricate concepts 

more relatable and accessible to a wide range of listeners.  

His speeches are adorned with imaginative comparisons, drawing parallels 

between diverse subjects to elucidate his points effectively. One striking example of 

Johnson’s use of metaphors is his frequent comparison of political situations to 

historical events or figures. He skillfully taps into the collective memory and cultural 

references to paint a picture that resonates with the audience. For instance, he has 

compared Brexit negotiations to the Greek myth of Prometheus, highlighting the 

challenges and the relentless struggle for freedom and sovereignty [13]. 

Moreover, Johnson often employs analogies to simplify complex policy 

matters and make them more digestible for the general public. He effortlessly 

juxtaposes abstract concepts with everyday scenarios, turning complex economic or 

political ideas into relatable experiences. This allows him to bridge the gap between 

the political elite and the ordinary citizens, making his message more accessible and 

engaging [27]. 

Here we can find some examples of metaphors and analogies in Boris 

Johnson’s speeches: 
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− “Our policy on cake is pro having it and pro eating it.” – Johnson used 

this metaphor to convey his desire to enjoy the benefits without facing the 

consequences, comparing it to the idea of having and eating a cake simultaneously. 

− “The elephant in the room is that everybody needs to exercise.” – This 

analogy was employed by Johnson to highlight a commonly ignored or overlooked 

issue (the “elephant in the room”) and draw attention to the importance of exercise 

for everyone’s well-being. 

− “Brexit is like reaching the top of a mountain.” – Johnson utilized this 

analogy to illustrate the challenging journey of Brexit, comparing it to a difficult 

ascent to the summit of a mountain. It conveyed the idea of perseverance and the 

ultimate reward of reaching the desired goal. 

− “A stitch in time saves nine.” – This well-known proverb was invoked 

by Johnson as an analogy to emphasize the importance of taking timely action to 

prevent future problems or complications. It served to underscore his argument for 

addressing issues proactively rather than waiting for them to escalate. 

− “We will build back better, build back greener, build back faster, and 

build back fairer.” – This series of analogies, using “build back,” was used by 

Johnson to describe his vision for post-pandemic recovery. It presented the idea of 

not just returning to the pre-pandemic state but improving and transforming the 

nation in multiple aspects. 

Additionally, Johnson’s use of metaphors and analogies serves another 

purpose – it helps him inject humor and wit into his speeches. He often employs 

playful and unexpected comparisons that elicit laughter and capture the attention of 

his audience. These linguistic devices not only add entertainment value but also 

create a sense of camaraderie and connection with the listeners.  

The effectiveness of Johnson’s use of metaphors and analogies lies in his 

ability to craft them with precision and relevance to the topic at hand. He leverages 

familiar cultural references, historical events, and everyday experiences to create 

powerful visualizations that leave a lasting impact on his audience. By employing 

metaphors and analogies, Johnson elevates his speeches beyond mere political 
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rhetoric, infusing them with creativity, depth, and the power to resonate with people 

on a profound level [13]. 

In analyzing Johnson’s use of metaphors and analogies, we gain valuable 

insights into the art of persuasive communication and the role of language in shaping 

public opinion. His adeptness in employing these rhetorical devices highlights their 

effectiveness in engaging audiences, simplifying complex ideas, and leaving a 

lasting impression. Johnson’s use of metaphors and analogies demonstrates the 

immense power of language to shape narratives, evoke emotions, and ultimately 

influence the way we perceive and interpret political messages [11]. 

Furthermore, Johnson’s use of metaphors and analogies reflects his distinctive 

style of leadership and communication. By employing these linguistic devices, he 

establishes a relatable and personable image, allowing him to connect with diverse 

audiences on a deeper level. Johnson’s metaphors and analogies often evoke 

emotions, create visualizations, and tap into shared experiences, making his 

speeches memorable and impactful.  

Moreover, the use of metaphors and analogies in Johnson’s communication 

serves as a persuasive tool. By framing complex issues in familiar terms, he 

simplifies intricate topics and makes them more accessible to the general public. 

This approach enables him to convey his messages effectively and gain support for 

his policies and ideas [32]. 

 

Conclusions to the Chapter 1 

 

Boris Johnson’s early life and education were instrumental in shaping his path 

towards a career in politics. From his privileged upbringing to his education at 

renowned institutions such as Eton College and Oxford University, Johnson 

acquired the knowledge, skills, and connections that would later prove invaluable in 

his political endeavors. His time at Eton and Oxford not only cultivated his academic 

abilities but also allowed him to immerse himself in political activities and develop 

a keen interest in public affairs. These formative experiences laid the foundation for 
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Johnson’s future role as a prominent political figure, setting the stage for his 

leadership in the years to come. 

Boris Johnson’s political career has been marked by a series of notable 

accomplishments and controversies. From his early days as the Mayor of London to 

his current position as Prime Minister, Johnson has made a significant impact on 

British politics. His leadership style, characterized by charisma and a knack for 

connecting with the public, has garnered both praise and criticism. His pivotal role 

in the Brexit movement and subsequent negotiations have shaped the future of the 

United Kingdom. As Prime Minister, he has faced unprecedented challenges, such 

as the COVID-19 pandemic, and has been tasked with leading the country through 

uncertain times. Whether admired or criticized, Boris Johnson’s political journey 

continues to captivate attention and influence the direction of the nation. 

Boris Johnson’s rhetorical style and speech patterns are characterized by a 

unique blend of charisma, passion, and linguistic prowess. His speeches are marked 

by their energetic delivery, dynamic gestures, and skillful use of rhetorical devices. 

Johnson’s mastery of rhetorical techniques such as repetition, parallelism, and 

emotive language helps him captivate his audience and convey his messages with 

impact. The use of storytelling and vivid imagery allows Johnson to create a 

compelling narrative that resonates with his listeners. His ability to adapt his speech 

patterns to different contexts, whether it be addressing a crowd at a political rally or 

engaging in a debate, showcases his versatility as a speaker. 

Boris Johnson’s adept use of humor and wit adds an extra layer of 

effectiveness to his speeches. His ability to inject moments of levity and clever 

wordplay not only entertains his audience but also serves strategic purposes. 

Johnson’s use of humor helps to create a relaxed and engaging atmosphere, making 

his messages more approachable and memorable. Through his witty remarks, playful 

banter, and well-timed jokes, Johnson is able to connect with his audience on a more 

personal level. Humor allows him to establish rapport, break down barriers, and 

foster a sense of camaraderie with his listeners. It helps to humanize him as a speaker 

and make him relatable to a wide range of people. Boris Johnson’s linguistic quirks 
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and catchphrases have played a significant role in shaping his public image and 

communication style. His adept use of rhetorical devices, wordplay, and memorable 

slogans have made him a distinct and recognizable figure in British politics. 

Johnson’s linguistic choices, characterized by colorful metaphors, vivid imagery, 

and a fast-paced delivery, have allowed him to engage and connect with audiences 

on both an emotional and intellectual level. 

While his linguistic quirks have garnered both admiration and criticism, they 

undeniably contribute to his charisma and the lasting impact of his speeches. By 

studying and analyzing these linguistic aspects, we gain valuable insights into 

Johnson’s communication strategies and their influence on public perception and 

political discourse. Whether loved or criticized, his linguistic quirks and 

catchphrases have left an indelible mark on the political landscape, illustrating the 

power of language in shaping public opinion and the art of effective communication. 

Additionally, Johnson’s skillful use of metaphors and analogies contributes to 

his ability to shape narratives and influence public perception. By carefully selecting 

and deploying these linguistic devices, he constructs compelling stories and frames 

debates in a way that aligns with his objectives. This strategic use of language allows 

him to shape the narrative surrounding political issues and control the discourse. It 

is worth noting that while Johnson’s use of metaphors and analogies has been praised 

for its effectiveness, it has also drawn criticism.  
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CHAPTER 2 

LANGUAGE POLICIES AND STRATEGIES 

 

2.1. Language Policy as Mayor of London 

During his tenure as Mayor of London, Boris Johnson’s language policy 

played a significant role in shaping the linguistic landscape of the city. Johnson’s 

approach to language reflected his broader vision for London as a global city and a 

cultural melting pot. One of the key aspects of his language policy was promoting 

English as the lingua franca of the city while embracing and celebrating the linguistic 

diversity of its residents [34]. 

Johnson recognized the importance of English proficiency for social 

integration, economic opportunities, and effective communication among London’s 

diverse population. He implemented initiatives to support English language learning 

programs, particularly targeting immigrant communities and non-native English 

speakers. These programs aimed to enhance language skills, promote social 

cohesion, and empower individuals to fully participate in the economic and social 

life of the city [29]. 

Furthermore, Johnson’s language policy emphasized the preservation and 

promotion of minority languages spoken within London’s communities. He 

acknowledged the cultural richness and heritage associated with these languages and 

supported initiatives that facilitated their maintenance and visibility. This inclusive 

approach aimed to ensure that all residents felt valued and had opportunities to 

express their cultural identities through language [27]. 

In addition to language learning and preservation efforts, Johnson’s language 

policy also focused on promoting clear and effective communication in public 

services. He recognized the importance of plain language in government 

communication to ensure transparency, accessibility, and citizen engagement. 

Initiatives were implemented to simplify bureaucratic language, reduce jargon, and 

make public information more easily understandable for all residents [16]. 
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Johnson’s language policy as Mayor of London not only reflected his 

commitment to linguistic inclusivity but also aligned with his broader vision for the 

city as a thriving global metropolis. By promoting English proficiency, supporting 

minority languages, and improving communication in public services, he aimed to 

foster a sense of belonging, enhance social cohesion, and facilitate the integration of 

diverse communities [18]. 

The language policy implemented by Boris Johnson during his mayoral tenure 

demonstrates the interplay between language, identity, and governance. It reflects 

his recognition of language as a powerful tool for social integration, cultural 

preservation, and effective communication. By connecting with the linguistic 

diversity of the city and promoting inclusive language practices, Johnson sought to 

create an environment where all residents could thrive and contribute to the vibrant 

fabric of London’s multicultural society [2]. 

Furthermore, Boris Johnson’s language policy as Mayor of London was 

closely intertwined with his own linguistic style and communication techniques. 

Known for his charismatic and eloquent speaking abilities, Johnson’s use of 

language as a political figure was influential in shaping his language policy [6]. 

Johnson’s speeches and public addresses during his mayoral tenure were 

characterized by his distinctive rhetorical flair, employing vivid metaphors, 

analogies, and humorous anecdotes. His linguistic style captivated audiences and 

allowed him to effectively convey his message and connect with the public. This 

charismatic approach to communication extended to his language policy, as he 

recognized the power of language in engaging and mobilizing individuals [10]. 

In addition to his rhetorical prowess, Johnson’s language policy also reflected 

his broader political objectives and vision for London. He emphasized the 

importance of the English language as a means of communication, promoting its 

usage and encouraging English language learning programs to facilitate social 

integration and economic opportunities. By championing English proficiency, he 

aimed to ensure that all residents could effectively participate in the city’s social, 

cultural, and economic life [36]. 
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Moreover, Johnson’s language policy embraced the diversity of languages 

spoken within London’s multicultural communities. He recognized the value of 

linguistic diversity as a reflection of the city’s rich cultural heritage and sought to 

preserve and promote minority languages. By supporting initiatives that celebrated 

and facilitated the use of these languages, he fostered an inclusive environment 

where all residents could express their identities and feel valued [22]. 

In terms of governance and public services, Johnson’s language policy 

focused on promoting clear and accessible communication. He aimed to simplify 

bureaucratic language, reduce jargon, and ensure that public information was easily 

understandable to all residents. By prioritizing plain language and effective 

communication in government services, he aimed to enhance transparency, citizen 

engagement, and trust in the city’s administration [25]. 

Overall, Boris Johnson’s language policy as Mayor of London was a reflection 

of his own linguistic style, political objectives, and commitment to inclusivity. His 

charismatic and engaging communication techniques, coupled with his emphasis on 

English proficiency, linguistic diversity, and accessible communication, shaped the 

language landscape of the city and contributed to its multicultural fabric. Through 

his language policy, Johnson sought to create an environment where language served 

as a bridge, connecting diverse communities and fostering a sense of unity and 

belonging in the cosmopolitan city of London [28]. 

 

2.2 Language Policies as UK Foreign Secretary and Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson’s language policies as the UK Foreign Secretary and Prime 

Minister showcased his distinct linguistic approach and strategic use of 

communication on the international stage. Known for his eloquence, wit, and flair 

for language, Johnson employed various linguistic strategies to promote British 

interests, negotiate diplomatic agreements, and shape international discourse. His 

language policies prioritized effective diplomacy, employing persuasive rhetoric, 

nuanced language, and diplomatic language conventions to navigate complex 

geopolitical landscapes [4].  
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Johnson’s use of vivid metaphors, catchy slogans, and memorable soundbites 

helped to capture public attention and shape public opinion on key issues. 

Additionally, his communication style often reflected his personality, characterized 

by humor, rhetorical flourish, and an informal tone that aimed to engage and connect 

with diverse audiences. As Prime Minister, Johnson’s language policies also focused 

on promoting a vision of “Global Britain”, emphasizing the importance of English 

as a global language and the UK’s role in international affairs [3].  

Through his language policies, Johnson sought to project a strong and 

influential image of the UK, build diplomatic relationships, and advance the nation’s 

interests on the world stage. The analysis of his language policies as Foreign 

Secretary and Prime Minister provides valuable insights into the intersection of 

language, diplomacy, and political leadership, highlighting the role of linguistic 

strategies in shaping international relations, public perception, and effective global 

communication [12]. 

Furthermore, Johnson’s language policies as the UK Foreign Secretary and 

Prime Minister reflected his commitment to promoting British values, projecting a 

confident national identity, and fostering international cooperation. His use of 

language aimed to strengthen diplomatic relations, enhance trade opportunities, and 

address global challenges. Johnson strategically employed rhetorical devices, such 

as repetition, parallelism, and persuasive appeals, to deliver impactful speeches and 

address international audiences with conviction and charm [14].  

His language policies also emphasized the importance of multilingualism and 

cultural exchange, recognizing the value of diverse languages and cultures in 

fostering global understanding and collaboration. Additionally, Johnson’s language 

policies sought to position the UK as a global leader in innovation, education, and 

cultural exchange, emphasizing the significance of English language proficiency in 

achieving these goals [7].  

By examining his language policies as Foreign Secretary and Prime Minister, 

we gain insights into the complex dynamics of international diplomacy, the power 

of language in influencing global perceptions, and the role of linguistic strategies in 
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shaping the UK’s position in the world. Johnson’s language policies serve as a 

testament to the intricate relationship between language, diplomacy, and national 

identity, highlighting the significant impact of language choices and communication 

strategies on the UK’s international standing and relationships with other nations. 

Furthermore, Johnson’s language policies as the UK Foreign Secretary and 

Prime Minister were instrumental in navigating complex international relations, 

addressing global challenges, and promoting the interests of the United Kingdom on 

the world stage. His language choices and communication strategies aimed to assert 

the UK’s position as a global player, projecting strength, confidence, and diplomatic 

prowess [27].  

Johnson skillfully employed persuasive language techniques, including 

rhetoric, symbolism, and emotional appeal, to convey key messages and shape 

public opinion both domestically and internationally. His speeches and diplomatic 

engagements were characterized by a blend of formality and informality, with 

Johnson often incorporating wit, humor, and colloquialisms to establish rapport and 

engage with diverse audiences. Moreover, his language policies demonstrated a 

commitment to promoting the English language as a global lingua franca, 

recognizing its importance in facilitating international communication, trade, and 

cultural exchange [8].  

By examining Johnson’s language policies as Foreign Secretary and Prime 

Minister, we gain valuable insights into the role of language in diplomacy, the art of 

persuasive communication on the international stage, and the interplay between 

language, national identity, and global influence. His linguistic strategies provide a 

rich context for understanding the complexities of international relations and the 

significance of effective communication in shaping diplomatic outcomes [16]. 

 

2.3 Impact of Language Policies on Public Perception and 

Communication 

Boris Johnson’s language policies have had a profound impact on public 

perception and communication. As the UK Foreign Secretary and later as the Prime 
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Minister, Johnson’s distinctive linguistic style and strategic communication 

approach shaped how the public perceived him and his policies. His adept use of 

persuasive language techniques, such as rhetoric, symbolism, and emotional appeal, 

allowed him to effectively convey key messages and influence public opinion on 

both domestic and international issues. By employing these techniques, Johnson was 

able to connect with the public on an emotional level, resonating with their concerns 

and aspirations [22]. 

Moreover, Johnson’s skillful blend of formality and informality, coupled with 

his wit and humor, played a crucial role in engaging diverse audiences and 

establishing rapport in diplomatic engagements. His ability to connect with people 

from different backgrounds and cultures through his language created a sense of 

relatability and approachability, which contributed to his popularity among certain 

segments of the population [20]. 

Furthermore, Johnson’s emphasis on promoting the English language as a 

global lingua franca demonstrated his recognition of its importance in international 

communication and cultural exchange. This stance not only showcased his 

commitment to strengthening the UK’s global influence but also positioned him as 

a champion of the English language, resonating with those who value its widespread 

usage [31]. 

By examining Johnson’s language policies, we gain valuable insights into the 

complex dynamics of international relations, the role of language in diplomacy, and 

the significance of effective communication in shaping national identity and global 

influence. His linguistic strategies have left a lasting impact on the political and 

diplomatic landscape, underscoring the power of language in shaping perceptions, 

bridging cultural divides, and influencing policy outcomes. Johnson’s ability to 

effectively communicate and connect with the public through his language has 

played a significant role in shaping his political trajectory and his influence on public 

opinion [36]. Furthermore, Johnson’s language policies have had far-reaching 

consequences for the political and diplomatic landscape. His use of persuasive 

language techniques not only shaped public perception but also influenced policy 
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outcomes. By skillfully employing rhetoric, symbolism, and emotional appeal, 

Johnson was able to garner support for his policy initiatives and rally public opinion 

in favor of his agenda [2]. 

Additionally, Johnson’s emphasis on promoting the English language as a 

global lingua franca has had implications for international diplomacy and cultural 

exchange. His recognition of the importance of English as a means of effective 

communication on the global stage has positioned the UK as a hub for international 

dialogue and cooperation. This emphasis has facilitated the country’s engagement 

with other nations, allowing for smoother diplomatic negotiations and fostering 

cultural understanding. Moreover, Johnson’s language policies have played a 

significant role in shaping perceptions of the UK’s national identity and global 

influence. His unique linguistic style, characterized by a blend of formality and 

informality, wit and humor, has contributed to the image of the UK as a confident, 

approachable, and influential player on the world stage. By employing language in 

such a way, Johnson has successfully projected an image of national strength and 

charisma, which has bolstered the country’s global standing [40]. 

In summary, Boris Johnson’s language policies as the UK Foreign Secretary 

and Prime Minister have had a multifaceted impact on public perception, 

communication, and international relations. His skillful use of persuasive language 

techniques, emphasis on the English language as a global lingua franca, and unique 

linguistic style have shaped public opinion, influenced policy outcomes, and 

contributed to the UK’s national identity and global influence. The study of 

Johnson’s language policies provides valuable insights into the intricate interplay 

between language and politics, underscoring the significance of effective 

communication in shaping public discourse and diplomatic relations. Additionally, 

the impact of Boris Johnson’s language policies extends beyond the realm of public 

perception and diplomatic relations. His strategic use of language has also had 

implications for domestic politics and policymaking. By employing persuasive 

language techniques, Johnson was able to effectively communicate his policy goals 

and rally support from his political allies and party members [5]. 
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Conclusions to the Chapter 2 

 

Boris Johnson’s language policy as Mayor of London exemplified his unique 

linguistic style and strategic communication approach. His charismatic speaking 

abilities, marked by the use of vivid metaphors, analogies, and humorous anecdotes, 

allowed him to effectively engage and connect with diverse audiences. Johnson’s 

language policy reflected his broader political objectives, emphasizing the 

importance of English proficiency for social integration and economic opportunities 

while also celebrating and promoting linguistic diversity within London’s 

multicultural communities. Furthermore, his focus on clear and accessible 

communication in governance and public services aimed to enhance transparency 

and citizen engagement. Through his language policy, Johnson left a lasting impact 

on the linguistic landscape of London, fostering a sense of unity and inclusivity. The 

study of his language policy provides valuable insights into the intersection of 

language, politics, and governance, shedding light on the power of language in 

shaping public perception, social cohesion, and effective communication strategies 

in diverse urban settings. 

Boris Johnson’s language policies as the UK Foreign Secretary and Prime 

Minister exemplify his distinctive linguistic style, strategic communication 

approach, and the interplay between language and politics. His use of persuasive 

language techniques, such as rhetoric, symbolism, and emotional appeal, effectively 

conveyed key messages and influenced public opinion on domestic and international 

issues. Johnson’s skillful blend of formality and informality, coupled with his wit 

and humor, allowed him to engage with diverse audiences and establish rapport in 

diplomatic engagements.  

Moreover, his emphasis on promoting the English language as a global lingua 

franca demonstrated a recognition of its importance in international communication 

and cultural exchange. By examining Johnson’s language policies, we gain valuable 

insights into the complex dynamics of international relations, the role of language in 
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diplomacy, and the significance of effective communication in shaping national 

identity and global influence. Johnson’s linguistic strategies leave a lasting impact 

on the political and diplomatic landscape, underscoring the power of language in 

shaping perceptions, bridging cultural divides, and influencing policy outcomes. 

Furthermore, Johnson’s linguistic strategies have played a role in shaping the 

national discourse and political debates within the UK. His use of rhetoric, 

symbolism, and emotional appeal has set the tone for discussions on key issues, 

framing them in a way that aligns with his political agenda. This has influenced not 

only public opinion but also the policy priorities and actions of the government. 

Moreover, Johnson’s emphasis on promoting the English language has implications 

for education policies and cultural exchange within the country. By prioritizing the 

global significance of English, his policies have influenced language education 

programs and curriculum development, ensuring that English proficiency remains a 

priority for individuals seeking to engage in international opportunities. 

It is important to recognize that while Johnson’s language policies have had 

their impact, they have also faced criticism and scrutiny. Some have argued that his 

use of persuasive techniques can be manipulative and misleading, while others have 

questioned the prioritization of English over other languages in a multicultural 

society. Boris Johnson’s language policies have had a wide-ranging impact on 

various aspects of society. From shaping public perception and influencing policy 

outcomes to framing national discourse and impacting education policies, his 

strategic use of language has left a significant imprint on the political and social 

fabric of the UK. However, it is important to acknowledge that the effects of these 

language policies have been subject to debate and differing perspectives, reflecting 

the complex nature of language and its role in shaping societies. Boris Johnson’s 

language policies as the UK Foreign Secretary and Prime Minister have had a 

profound and multifaceted impact on public perception, communication, 

international relations, domestic politics, and education.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

 

The early life and education of Boris Johnson provide valuable insights into 

the factors that shaped his political journey. His privileged upbringing, coupled with 

his education at prestigious institutions, instilled in him a sense of ambition, 

intellectual curiosity, and a desire for leadership. Johnson’s exposure to political 

activities during his time at Eton College and Oxford University further fueled his 

passion for public affairs. These formative experiences not only equipped him with 

the knowledge and skills necessary for a career in politics but also helped establish 

his reputation as a charismatic and influential figure. The foundations laid during his 

early years continue to influence his approach to leadership and policymaking. 

Boris Johnson’s political career is a fascinating journey filled with triumphs, 

controversies, and the ability to captivate the public’s attention. From his early days 

in journalism to his rise as a prominent political figure, Johnson’s charisma and 

unique leadership style have allowed him to leave a lasting impact on British politics. 

His role in shaping the nation’s future through Brexit and his current position as 

Prime Minister have thrust him into the spotlight, where he faces both admiration 

and criticism. Regardless of one’s stance on his policies, Boris Johnson’s political 

career represents the complexities and dynamics of modern politics, leaving a legacy 

that will continue to be analyzed and debated for years to come. 

Johnson’s command of humor and wit adds a refreshing element to his 

speeches, making them more engaging and memorable. His clever wordplay, playful 

banter, and self-deprecating humor contribute to his relatability and establish a 

connection with his audience. The rhetorical style and speech patterns employed by 

Boris Johnson not only reflect his personality but also serve strategic purposes. They 

help him navigate complex issues, defuse tension, and foster a sense of unity and 

understanding among his listeners. 

Overall, Johnson’s rhetorical style and speech patterns make him a captivating 

orator. Through his charismatic delivery, skillful use of rhetorical devices, and 

ability to connect with his audience on both intellectual and emotional levels, he has 
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established himself as a powerful communicator. His unique blend of passion, 

linguistic flair, and persuasive techniques contribute to his effectiveness as a public 

speaker and leader. 

Johnson’s use of humor is often employed as a persuasive tool. He skillfully 

utilizes satire, irony, and sarcasm to make poignant observations and drive home his 

points. By presenting complex ideas in a lighthearted and amusing manner, he can 

make his messages more accessible and resonate with a broader audience. The use 

of humor and wit in Boris Johnson’s speeches not only entertains and engages his 

listeners but also enhances his persuasive abilities. It allows him to navigate sensitive 

topics, defuse tension, and address criticism with a touch of charm. Johnson’s clever 

wordplay and quick thinking contribute to his reputation as a charismatic and 

effective communicator. 

Overall, the use of humor and wit in Boris Johnson’s speeches is a powerful 

tool that not only entertains but also helps him connect with his audience, convey 

his messages effectively, and leave a lasting impression. It adds depth and dimension 

to his rhetorical style, making him a compelling and influential public speaker. 

The linguistic idiosyncrasies and distinctive catchphrases of Boris Johnson 

have played a pivotal role in shaping his public persona and communication style 

within the realm of British politics. Johnson’s adroit utilization of rhetorical devices, 

clever wordplay, and memorable slogans have established him as a recognizable and 

unique figure. His linguistic choices are characterized by the skillful incorporation 

of vibrant metaphors, vivid imagery, and an energetic delivery, enabling him to 

effectively engage and resonate with audiences on both an emotional and intellectual 

level.  

While these linguistic quirks have garnered both acclaim and critique, they 

undeniably contribute to Johnson’s charisma and the enduring impact of his 

speeches. By delving into the analysis of these linguistic elements, we gain valuable 

insights into Johnson’s strategic communication tactics and their profound influence 

on public perception and the overall political discourse. Regardless of one’s personal 

sentiments towards him, it is undeniable that Johnson’s linguistic quirks and 
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catchphrases have left an indelible imprint on the political landscape, vividly 

illustrating the remarkable power of language in shaping public opinion and 

facilitating effective communication. 

Some argue that his reliance on colorful language and symbolic comparisons 

can overshadow the substance of his arguments. Critics claim that it may serve as a 

distraction or a means of avoiding direct scrutiny of his policies. Boris Johnson’s 

use of metaphors and analogies in his communication showcases his skill as an 

orator and his ability to connect with audiences. These rhetorical devices not only 

simplify complex ideas but also evoke emotions, shape narratives, and persuade 

listeners. While they contribute to his distinctive style and charisma, their impact 

should be examined critically to ensure that the substance of his messages is not 

overshadowed. The study of Johnson’s use of metaphors and analogies provides 

valuable insights into the power of language in political communication and offers 

a deeper understanding of the strategies employed by influential leaders in shaping 

public opinion. 

Boris Johnson’s tenure as Mayor of London showcased his distinctive 

linguistic style and strategic approach to communication. With his captivating 

speaking abilities, characterized by the skillful use of vivid metaphors, analogies, 

and entertaining anecdotes, Johnson successfully engaged and connected with a 

wide range of audiences. His language policy reflected his broader political agenda, 

highlighting the significance of English proficiency for social integration and 

economic opportunities, while also embracing and promoting linguistic diversity 

within London’s multicultural communities.  

Furthermore, Johnson’s emphasis on clear and accessible communication in 

governance and public services aimed to enhance transparency and citizen 

engagement. By employing language as a powerful tool, Johnson left an enduring 

impact on London’s linguistic landscape, fostering a sense of unity and inclusivity. 

The study of his language policy offers valuable insights into the intricate 

relationship between language, politics, and governance, shedding light on the 
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influential role of language in shaping public perception, facilitating social cohesion, 

and employing effective communication strategies within diverse urban contexts. 

Boris Johnson’s tenure as the UK Foreign Secretary and Prime Minister 

showcased his unique linguistic style, strategic communication approach, and the 

intricate relationship between language and politics. Through his adept use of 

persuasive language techniques such as rhetoric, symbolism, and emotional appeal, 

he effectively conveyed crucial messages and shaped public opinion on both 

domestic and international matters.  

Johnson’s masterful blend of formality and informality, complemented by his 

wit and humor, enabled him to connect with diverse audiences and establish rapport 

in diplomatic encounters. Furthermore, his emphasis on promoting English as a 

global lingua franca reflected an understanding of its significance in international 

communication and cultural exchange.  

By examining Johnson’s language policies, we gain valuable insights into the 

complex dynamics of international relations, the role of language in diplomacy, and 

the profound impact of effective communication on national identity and global 

influence. Johnson’s linguistic strategies have left an indelible mark on the political 

and diplomatic landscape, highlighting the influential power of language in shaping 

perceptions, bridging cultural divides, and influencing policy outcomes. 

Johnson’s skillful blend of formality and informality, coupled with his wit and 

humor, allowed him to engage with diverse audiences and establish rapport in 

diplomatic engagements. His linguistic strategies not only shaped how the public 

perceived him and his policies but also influenced policy outcomes and the national 

discourse. Additionally, Johnson’s language policies have had implications for 

education policies and cultural exchange within the UK. 

While these language policies have left a lasting impact on the political and 

diplomatic landscape, it is important to acknowledge that they have also faced 

criticism and generated debate. The effects of language policies are complex and 

subject to differing perspectives, highlighting the intricate interplay between 

language, politics, and societal dynamics. 
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SUMMARY 

 

The object of the research is Boris Johnson’s language profile, specifically 

focusing on his vocabulary, rhetorical devices, and speaking style. The subject of 

the research is the analysis of Boris Johnson’s language choices and techniques, 

aiming to gain insights into his communication skills and their impact on public 

perception and political discourse. 

The goal of the research is to unravel the linguistic intricacies of Boris 

Johnson’s language profile, providing a comprehensive understanding of his 

linguistic choices, rhetorical devices, and speaking style. This analysis aims to shed 

light on the communication strategies employed by one of the most influential 

figures in contemporary politics. 

The theoretical significance of the research lies in its contribution to the fields 

of sociolinguistics, discourse analysis, and political communication. By examining 

Boris Johnson’s language profile, researchers can deepen their understanding of the 

role of language in political leadership, the construction of public personas, and the 

influence of rhetoric on public opinion. The findings can also inform the 

development of methodologies for studying political communication and language 

use in political contexts. 

The practical significance of the research is multifaceted. Firstly, 

understanding Boris Johnson’s language profile can provide valuable insights for 

political analysts, policymakers, and communication strategists. By dissecting his 

linguistic choices and techniques, stakeholders can gain a deeper understanding of 

his communication style and its impact on public perception, enabling them to tailor 

their own communication strategies effectively. Secondly, the research findings can 

inform language educators and public speakers on effective communication 

techniques, rhetorical devices, and strategies employed by influential speakers like 

Boris Johnson. 

The methods used in this work include discourse analysis, rhetorical analysis, 

linguistic analysis, and qualitative research methods. These methods allow for a 
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comprehensive examination of Boris Johnson’s language profile, encompassing his 

vocabulary, rhetorical devices, and speaking style. 

The scientific novelty of the research lies in its comprehensive analysis of 

Boris Johnson’s language profile, focusing on multiple aspects such as vocabulary, 

rhetorical devices, and speaking style. While previous studies have touched upon 

some of these aspects individually, this research brings them together to provide a 

holistic understanding of Johnson’s language use and its impact. 

Boris Johnson was born on June 19, 1964, in New York City. His parents, 

Stanley Johnson and Charlotte Johnson Wahl, were both accomplished individuals 

in their respective fields. His father was a politician and author, while his mother 

was an artist. Johnson spent his early childhood in both the United States and the 

United Kingdom before eventually settling in England. Growing up, Johnson 

showed a keen interest in literature and language. He attended the European School 

in Brussels, where he was exposed to multiple languages and cultures. This early 

exposure to diverse linguistic environments may have contributed to his linguistic 

versatility and fluency in various registers of English. 

Johnson continued his education at Eton College, one of the most prestigious 

schools in England. There, he excelled in debating and public speaking, honing his 

skills in rhetoric and persuasion. His ability to captivate audiences with his words 

became evident during his school years, setting the stage for his future political 

career. After completing his studies at Eton, Johnson went on to study at Balliol 

College, Oxford, where he read Classics. His time at Oxford further shaped his 

linguistic abilities and provided him with a deep understanding of rhetoric, 

philosophy, and the power of language. 

Boris Johnson’s early life and education played a crucial role in shaping his 

language profile. His exposure to diverse linguistic environments, his education at 

prestigious institutions, and his natural talent for public speaking all contributed to 

his linguistic versatility, eloquence, and persuasive abilities. These formative 

experiences laid the foundation for his future success as a captivating and influential 

public speaker. 
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