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ABSTRACT 

Skobelska Olga Romanivna. Legal status of the temporarily occupied 

territories of Ukraine. - Qualifying scientific work as a manuscript.  

Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the field of knowledge 08 

Law, specialty 081 Law. - Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Ministry 

of Education and Science of Ukraine. - Taras Shevchenko National University of 

Kyiv, Kyiv, 2024. 

The dissertation research aims to disclose the principles of the legal status of 

temporarily occupied territories and develop promising directions for improving 

approaches and models of de-occupation of temporarily occupied territories and 

reintegration of de-occupied territories of Ukraine.  

The relevance of the chosen research problem is determined by the need to 

search for ways of scientific and theoretical understanding of the issue of the legal 

status of temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine in accordance with the norms of 

international and national law, as well as the search for a model of de-occupation and 

reintegration of such territories.  

The issue of the legal status of temporarily occupied territories is under-

researched and has not found a comprehensive solution in legal science, therefore, it 

requires filling the gaps and providing proposals in this area. 

In the dissertation, theoretical foundations of the legal status of temporarily 

occupied territories (TOT) in Ukraine are comprehensively explored, considering 

new approaches in legal science.  

The principles of the concept and models of de-occupation of these territories, 

as well as the reintegration of de-occupied territories and populations, are developed. 

The categorical-conceptual apparatus of the research subject is defined, including the 

author's approach to concepts such as "occupied territories," "occupation," 

"annexation", "legal status of occupied territories", "stabilization measures in de-

occupied territories", and others. The main problems of the legal status of TOT in 

Ukraine are identified during the research, and approaches to ensuring Ukraine's 

jurisdiction in temporarily occupied territories are proposed.  
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The dissertation addresses the important scientific task of theoretically justifying 

the legal status of TOT and developing prospective directions for its 

improvement.The research focuses on establishing a unified approach to the legal 

regulation of the status of TOT in Ukraine, including: Determining the peculiarities 

of the legal regime of TOT in Ukraine.  

Protecting the rights of Ukrainian citizens residing in TOT and internally 

displaced persons.Recognizing international mechanisms for regulating the legal 

status of temporarily occupied territories in Ukraine and international legal means of 

its implementation.Implementing the rights and freedoms of individuals, including 

the rights of indigenous peoples, in TOT, such as the Autonomous Republic of 

Crimea, Donetsk, and Luhansk regions, occupied during the period of full-scale 

armed aggression by the Russian Federation.Defining the concept of post-war 

regulation of the legal status of de-occupied territories and stabilization measures, 

establishing the rule of law, reintegration, peace and prosperity, transitional justice, 

and non-return to occupation. 

The dissertation also analyzes the genesis of the legal status of occupied 

territories in Ukraine, highlighting four stages of the occupation starting from the 14th 

century until today.  

International law norms regarding occupation are analyzed, including its 

characteristic features and the obligations of the occupying state towards the local 

population.Furthermore, the dissertation defines the concept and object-subjective 

composition of the legal status and regime of TOT in Ukraine, determining the content 

of legal relations in these areas. The mechanism for protecting human rights and 

freedoms in TOT of Ukraine is elucidated, including the subject composition of state 

and international bodies in this sphere.  

The research also addresses the activities of the state in protecting internally 

displaced persons and persons missing under special circumstances.  

It outlines the state's main powers in documenting violations of law in TOT and 

cases of persons missing under special circumstances, providing quantitative 

characteristics of law enforcement activities, particularly by the main departments of 
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the National Police of Ukraine and prosecutors in the Autonomous Republic of 

Crimea, Donetsk, and Luhansk regions.The dissertation explores international legal 

instruments for protecting Ukraine's state rights and the rights of citizens affected by 

the armed aggression of the Russian Federation.  

Cases pending in the UN International Court of Justice, the International 

Criminal Court, and the European Court of Human Rights are analyzed. Efficient 

mechanisms for ensuring legal stability and restoring law and order in de-occupied 

territories are proposed in the dissertation. The application of transitional justice in 

Ukraine is examined, analyzing its strengths and weaknesses. Finally, the dissertation 

discusses approaches to creating a reserve of personnel for positions in state 

authorities functioning in de-occupied territories of Ukraine. 

The dissertation analyzes the legislative regulation of recognition of legal acts, 

certification of death and birth, marriage formation and dissolution, and inheritance 

formalities.  

It identifies the main approaches to Ukraine's reconstruction and analyzes the 

experience of foreign countries to form the most acceptable approaches to 

reconstruction. The practical significance of the obtained results lies in developing 

theoretical-methodological and practical-applied provisions, formulated into specific 

proposals that can be implemented and serve as the basis for further improvement of 

management policies in the sphere of de-occupation of temporarily occupied 

territories (TOT) and reintegration of de-occupied territories and populations residing 

in these areas. The theoretical-practical provisions, conclusions, and 

recommendations developed can be utilized in research, programs, and projects of 

relevant government bodies, research institutes, educational institutions, and training 

structures concerning population reintegration of temporarily occupied territories. 

The proposed theoretical provisions and practical recommendations can also 

form the optimization basis for implementing a rational management toolkit in the 

field of population reintegration of de-occupied territories in Ukraine through the 

improvement of state policy. The main task of the dissertation is to define the concept 
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and content of the legal status of temporarily occupied territories in Ukraine, which 

is the focus of this research. 

Keywords: temporarily occupied territories; legal status; de-occupation; 

restriction of human rights and freedoms; national security; administrative boundary; 

civilian population; reintegration; international means of protecting human rights and 

freedoms; transitional justice; state of emergency; internally displaced persons; 

protection of indigenous peoples' rights; persons missing under special circumstances. 
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