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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to analyze the representation of women in human rights media discourse dur-
ing the armed conflict in the east of Ukraine in 2014-2019. Thus, critical discourse analysis was con-
ducted using monitoring methods, qualitative content analysis, comparison, analysis, synthesis and
generalization. For the first time, methodological innovation was introduced by combination of critical
discourse analysis with agenda-setting theory through application of an integrative approach to the
research. Within media texts analysis, the discourse practice of using genres, interdiscursivity and
intertextuality was identified. The existing social practice in Ukraine was studied which included
women’s defence of their rights to serve in various army units; at the same time, one could observe a
struggle between political discourse and the ideology of paternalism as well as between human rights
protection discourse and ideology of feminism.

An analysis of social practice was also conducted, and for the first time, a methodological innovation
was implemented by combining critical discourse analysis with agenda-setting theory using an inte-
grative approach in the research. In particular, it was found that due to the media discourse reproduc-
tion of social inequality, members of the public competed for their agenda with politicians. It was
found that in case of women’s struggle for their rights in the army during the armed conflict, there was
a conflict between human rights discourse of feminism ideology and political discourse of paternalism
ideology. This study shows that in the studied conflict’s discriminatory situation, women succeded in
defending their rights to serve in the army during the armed conflict in the eastern Ukraine, and, ac-
cordingly, human rights discourse succeded in the media space.
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Kinku y 1ucKypci 3 npas JIOAMHHA i 4ac¢ 30pOMHOr0
KOH(VJIIKTY HA ¢X0Ai YKpaiHu

Cuoopenko Hamania Muxonaiena, o. ginon. ., npogh., Incmumym scypnanicmuxu Kuigcokozo
HayionanvHo2o yHieepcumemy imeni Tapaca Llleguenka; Bonooyeea Anacmacia Muxaiiniena,
K.H. i3 coy. Kom., 0oy., Incmumym owcypuanicmuxu Kuiscbkoeo nayionanvhozo ynigepcumemy
imeni Tapaca Illesuenxa, 3enmans Oneca IOpiiena, Incmumym owcypuanicmuxu Kuigscbkozo
HayionanvHozo yHieepcumemy imeni Tapaca lllesuenka.

Pesrome

Mera mociiDkeHHST — IIpOaHali3yBaTy NpPeICTaBICHHS JKIHOK Y MPaBO3aXHCHOMY MeiaIuCKypci
mig gac 30poriHOro KoH(MIIKTY Ha cxoni Ykpainu B 2014-2019 pp. ns nocsraerns metu 0yio
MIPOBEJCHO KPUTHYHUHA AMCKypC-aHadi3 3a JOMOMOTOI0 METOJIB MOHITOPHHTY, SIKICHOTO KOH-
TEHT-aHalli3y, MOPIBHAHHA, aHaNli3y, CHHTE3y Ta y3araibHeHHs. byio mpoBeneHo aHaii3 mexiate-
KCTiB Ha MpeaMET BHUABIICHHS €JIEMEHTIB TPAaH3UTHBHOCTI, PiBHIB areHTHBHOCTI, CTYIICHIB MOJa-
JBHOCTI Ta HAasBHOCTI (eMiHiTHBIB. Ha OCHOBI 34iiCHEHOTO aHaNi3y TEKCTiB, OYJIO MpoaHai30-
BaHO AMCKYPCHUBHY HPAKTHKY Ha MPEAMET JKaHPiB, IHTEPIUCKYPCHBHOCTI Ta IHTEPTEKCTYaJIbHOC-
Ti. 30Kpema, OyJ0 BUSIBIEHO BUKOPHCTAHHS Yy MyOJiKalisgx MeZia XyA0KHbO-yOIilUCTHYHHX,
aHAJITUYHUX Ta 1HPOPMAIIIHUX KAHPIB 13 KIIbKICHUM JOMIHYBaHHIM OCTaHHIiX. byno ycraHoB-
JICHO BHCOKHH PIBEHb IHTEPIUCKYPCHBHOCTI y PO3INISIHYTHX MyOJiKalisxX, 30KpeMa IOo€JHaHHS
MOJITUYHOTO Ta IPaBO3aXUCHOTO AMCKYpciB. KpiM TOro, MU BHSIBHIIM IHTEPTEKCTYaJIbHUN JlaH-
IIOT Y BCIX MpOaHali30BaHUX MyOITiKaIlisfX, sKi OyJu MOB’s13aHi Mk COOOI0 HE JIUIIIE TEMAaTUYHO,
asie 1 TaKMM eJIeMEHTOM MEPEKeBOT IHTEPTEKCTYILHOCTI SIK TIHEPIIOCHIaHHSL.

Takox OysI0 MpOBEJECHO aHalli3 COMIANBHOI MIPAKTHKH, BIIEpIIe 3/1iiCHEHO METOJ0JIOTiYHE HOBO-
BBE/ICHHS IIUIAXOM 00’ €IHaHHS KPUTHYHOTO JIUCKYpPC-aHANi3y 3 TEOpI€l0 MOPSAKY IEHHOTO 3a
JIOTIOMOT'OI0 IHTEIPAaTUBHOTO Mi/IX0/y y HayKOBUX JIOCIIDKEHHSAX. 30KpeMa, OyJI0 BCTaHOBIICHO,
10 OCKUTEKH MEIauCKypC BiITBOPIOE COIialIbHY HEPiBHICTB, TO MPEICTABHUKHA TPOMAIICEKOCTI
KOHKYPYBaJIH 3a CBill MOPSIOK ICHHUH 3 MONITHKaMH. BUSBICHO, IO Y BUIAAKy OOpOTHOM XKi-
HOK IIi7 9ac 30poiHoro KoH(]IIKTy 3a cBOi mpaBa B apMii, BimOyBamacs 00poTeba MK IpaBo3a-
XHCHUM JHUCKYPCOM 3 i7Ie0NoTiel0 heMiHI3My Ta MOJITHIHUM JAUCKYPCOM 3 1€0JIOTi€r0 maTepHa-
ni3My. Y pO3TISIHYTIH KOH(IIKTHIN TUCKpUMiHAIIWHIN CHTYallii IepeMOru KiHKA — Yy 3aXHCTI
CBOIX IpaB MO0 AOCTYITY 0 TIocaj B apMii i 9ac 30poiHOTO KOH(ITIKTY Ha cxo/li YKpaiHu — i,
BiJINIOBiZTHO, B MEIIalIpOCTOPI MEpeMiT mpaBO3aXUCHUN AUCKYPC.

KutouoBi ciioBa: xinku; Ykpaina; 30poiHUN KOH(IIKT; 3aXUCT MpaB JIOJUHU; 3aCO0M MacoBO1
iHpOopMarii.

Cunopenko H.M., Bono0yeBa A.M., 3entans O.10.

KeHIIMHBI B IHCKYypCce MO MpPaBaM 4YeJIOBEKa, BO BpPeMsi BOOPYKEHHOT0 KOH(IMKTA Ha
BOCTOKE YKPaHHBI

Lenp wccnenoBaHus — MPOAHAIM3UPOBATh MPEACTABICHUE KCHIIMH B IPABO3AIUTHOM MeIua-
JIUCKYpPCe BO BPEMsI BOOPYKEHHOTO KOH(IIMKTA Ha BOCTOKe YKpanHbl B 20142019 rr. s noc-
THKCHUS TN OBUIH IPOBENEHBI KPUTHIECKUH TUCKYpC-aHAIN3 C TIOMOMIBIO METOJ0B MOHHUTO-
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pHHTa, KauyeCTBCHHOTO KOHTECHT-aHAN3a, CPaBHEHHS, aHANIN3a, CHHTE3a M 0000meHus. bein
IIPOBEJIECH aHAJIN3 TEKCTOB MEJUa Ha MPEIMET BBIABICHHUS SIIEMEHTOB TPAH3UTUBHOCTH, YPOBHEH
areHTUBHOCTH, CTYIICHEH MOJAIBHOCTH M Hann4us (eMUHUTHBOB. Ha ocHOBaHMM MPOBEAEHHOTO
aHaJIM3a TEKCTOB OblLIa MPOAaHATM3MPOBAaHA JUCKYPCHBHAS IIPAKTHKA HA NPEIMET KaHPOB, WH-
TEPAMCKYPCUBHOCTH M MHTEPTEKCTYyaJbHOCTH. B yacTHOCTH, OBLIO BBLABICHO HCIIOJIB30BAHUE B
nyomikanusx CMU XynoxecTBEeHHO-ITyONMIIUCTHYECKNX, aHAINTHYECKUX ¥ WHPOPMaIMOHHBIX
KAaHPOB C KOJMYECTBEHHBIM IpeoOialaHieM IOCIEIHNX. Bbul yCTaHOBJIEH BBICOKHI ypPOBEHb
MHTEPUCKYPCUBHOCTH B PACCMOTPEHHBIX ITyOJIUKANUsIX, B YACTHOCTH COYETaHUE TOJIMTHYECKO-
rO M MPaBO3aIUTHOTO JAHCKypca. Kpome Toro, Mbl 0OHAapYKHIJIM MHTEPTEKCTYaJIbHYIO CBS3b BO
BCEX MPOAHAIM3UPOBAHHBIX ITyOJMKALUIX, KOTOpble OBUTM CBS3aHBI MEXIY CO0OH HE TOJBKO
TEMaTHYECKH, HO U TAKUM 3JIEMEHTOM CETEBOM MHTEPTEKCTYalbHOCTH, KaK THIIEPCCHUIKH.

Tarxoke OBbLT MPOBENCH aHAIHM3 CONMAIBHON NMPAKTUKH, BIIEPBHIC OCYIIECTBIEHO METOJOIOTHYC-
CKO€ HOBOBBEJICHHE ITyTeM OOBEIMHEHNS KPUTHIECKOTO AUCKYpC-aHaIn3a TEOPUH ITOBECTKH JHS
C MOMOIIBI0 MHTETPATHBHOTO MOAXOAa B HAYYHBIX HCCIENOBaHMIX. B wacTHOCTH, OBITO ycTa-
HOBIIEHO, YTO MOCKOIBbKY MEIHAJUCKYPC BOCIPOM3BOIUT COLIMANBHOE HEPABEHCTBO, TO MPEACTa-
BUTEIH OOIIECTBEHHOCTH KOHKYPHPOBAIIN M3-3a CBOCH IMOBECTKH JIHS C MOJIUTHKaMu. BeIsBICHO,
YTO B Ciy4ae OOpBOBI JKEHIIMH BO BPEMs BOOPYKEHHOIO KOH()IMKTA 32 CBOM IIpaBa B apMuH,
npoucxoauiia 60ppda MeXy IPaBO3AIIUTHBIM JIUCKYPCOM C HICOJIOTHEH (eMUHI3Ma U TTOJIUTH-
YEeCKUM JUCKYPCOM C HeoJiorueil matepHanuiMa. B paccmarpuBaeMoill KOH(IMKTHON TUCKpU-
MUHAIJMOHHOW CHTYaIMU TOOEINIIN JKEHIIIMHBI — B 3aIlIUTE CBOUX IpaB JOCTYNA K JOJDKHOCTSIM B
apMHUH BO BPEMs BOOPY)KEHHOTO KOH(JIMKTa HAa BOCTOKE YKPauHbI — M, COOTBETCTBEHHO, B ME/IU-
anpOCTPaHCTBE MOOEIHIT MIPABO3ALIUTHEIN AUCKYPC.

KaioueBble cioBa: KCHIIMHBI;, YKpaWHA; BOOPYKEHHBIH KOH(DIMKT; 3aIIMTa IPaB YEIOBEKa;
CpeacTBa MaccoBOW MH(OPMALIH.

1. Introduction

The armed conflict in the east of Ukraine over the past five years has demonstrated the im-
portant role of media in the reality’s reproduction and construction. This role is reinforced when
it comes to a numerically larger part of the population — female part. According to the data of the
State Statistics Service of Ukraine, women in Ukraine represent 53.7% of the population [1].
Researchers Sarah Macharia and Pamela Moriniere believe that the task of people working in
media is to make media a mirror of the society, and therefore, a fair coverage of gender aspects
should become a priority if media are committed to fully reflect the role of women in the society
[2]. At the same time, in the Ukrainian media environment there is gender asymmetry [3], which
is an integral part of gender inequality reinforced in conditions of armed conflict. Therefore,
achievement of gender equality should be an important goal of media during the armed conflict
in eastern Ukraine. War operations in the east of Ukraine are regularly covered in the Ukrainian
media messages, which also include human rights media discourse.

Since the authors of this study are convinced in the importance and urgency of achieving
equality in the rights and opportunities provided to women and men, and also believe that there is
gender asymmetry in the Ukrainian media environment, they considered it necessary to carry out
the research on the representation of women in human rights media discourse during the armed
conflict in the eastern Ukraine.

The results of the existing Ukrainian studies analyzing the selected topics prove that neither
in Ukraine nor abroad, there are no researches dedicated to women in the human rights media
discourse during an armed conflict in the eastern Ukraine. This fact makes our scientific research
the first in this particular field of studies. Nevertheless, we provide a review of the existing find-
ings.

The method of critical discourse analysis was used in the thesis “The Critical Discourse
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Analysis of Ukraine Crisis as Represented in the News: A Critical Discourse Analysis” [4] to
study the role of language in constructing ideological positions in newspapers of different coun-
tries which covered political crisis in Ukraine in 2013-2014. The comparison of selected articles
demonstrates how news agencies form public opinion; it also shows how news is used for legiti-
mizing specific political decisions and actions. As for the methodology, the work “Through a
media lens — The Crimean Crisis” [5] is interesting as it presents a combination of discourse
analysis method (in the theory of Laclau and Mouffe) with linguistic theory in international me-
dia analysis of the Crimean crisis of 2014. The visual and textual practices of news framing and
the role the news media plays in conflict in Ukraine were highlighted in the article ‘Naturalizing
the new cold war: The geopolitics of framing the Ukrainian conflict in four European newspa-
pers’ [6]. At the same time, there was no research in Ukraine dedicated to women in human
rights media discourse during the armed conflict in the eastern Ukraine.

Through application of critical discourse analysis approach, this goal was achieved by com-
pleteting such tasks as to analyze media texts, to analyze the discursive practice, and to analyze
social practices.

2. Research methods

Before describing further application of critical discourse analysis approach in our study, we
would like to point out what exactly we designate as the media discourse concept. We take the
view that “media discourse is any type of discourse that is implemented in the field of mass
communication and is produced by media” [7, 15]. In our study, attention is focused on human
rights media discourse, the units of which are texts from media publications, which, on the one
hand, is the result of discursive practice, and on the other hand, its instrument.

To achieve the goal of the study we decided to use critical discourse analysis according to
the Theory of Norman Fairclough as the most relevant for our goal scientific approach. In par-
ticular, we used the main pillars of theory of critical discourse analysis described by Norman
Fairclough in his works [8-10] and generalized by scholars Marianne Jorgensen and Louise Phil-
lips in the book “Discourse analysis as Theory and Method” [11].

Discourse is a form of social practice, which, on the one hand, constitutes social world, and
on the other hand, is included in other social practices. Since Norman Fairclough’s approach is a
text-oriented discourse analysis, in our empirical study we focused on analyzing media texts.

In accordance with critical discourse analysis methodology in the Norman Fairclough’s The-
ory, our study comprised four stages. The first stage is finding the research problem. Since the
purpose of the study was motivated by the need to critically interpret a particular social problem
as a form of inequality and injustice and, ultimately, to contribute to resolving this problem, we
have chosen gender inequality problem, in particular, in equal representation of women in human
rights media discourse during the armed conflict in the eastern Ukraine.

The second stage is selecting material for the research. In order to carry it out, we selected
publications for the period December 28, 2014 — January 19, 2019 from the Ukrainian internet
publication “Novynarnya”, the website of the campaign against sexism in politics and the website
“Povaha”, the website of the radio station “Hromadske Radio”, thewebsite of the editorial house
“Human Rights Information Center”, Internet media “Livyy Bereh”, information and news portal
“Segodnya”, the website of the Ukrainian editorial house “Deutsche Welle”.

Considering the peculiarities of the chosen methodology of critical discourse analysis within
Norman Fairclough’s Theory, it is worth explaining how the sample population has been formed,
since the first level of three-level analysis envisaged analysis of texts (media publications). Mate-
rials selection has been determined geographically (Ukraine), thematically (women in human
rights media discourse during the armed conflict in the eastern Ukraine) and chronologically
(2014-2019). The primary selection of materials included search for publications using the com-
bination of the keywords «womeny, «rights», «women’s rights», «human rights», «ATO»,
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«JFO», «wary» in online search engine «Google». Based on the primary selection of the most
relevant publications in media, the secondary selection of materials included only the intertextual
chain in the analyzed publications, namely — the search for texts that were related not only the-
matically, but also by such element of network intertextuality as hyperlinks. Since the critical
discourse analysis feature is the ability to choose any dataset for analysis, 15 publications were
selected for this study, which proved to be enough for a three-level analysis.

In addition, we would like to clarify the peculiarities of our analysis of texts in the context of
feminitives. Ukraine is the country where there still is a patriarchal culture with deeply rooted
gender stereotypes, which, according to the United Nations in Ukraine (UN House in Ukraine) is
one of the examples of system gender inequality in Ukraine. That is why in Ukraine (initially,
following the initiatives of feminism and gender equality advocates, and later with the support
from the Ukrainian government), the use of feminine nouns for denoting the female was intro-
duced which derived from single-rooted nouns of the masculine category, denoting male, and are
paired to them. Typically, feminitives denote occupations, social affiliations, and place of resi-
dence. For an analogy, we give examples of some feminitives in English: actor (actor) — actress
(actress), duke (duke) — duchess (duchess), etc. However, in Ukraine, the use of feminitives is an
important linguistic practice aimed at establishing gender equality in the Ukrainian society. The
need for the introduction of feminitives at the national level was recognized by the Ukrainian
Government by approving a new edition of the Ukrainian orthography on May 22, 2019 in
which, for the first time since the proclamation of Ukraine’s independence, the mechanism of the
formation of feminitives was specified.

The third stage is the implementation of critical discourse analysis. This stage of the study
became the basis and included a three-level analysis — text (media publications), discursive prac-
tices, and social practices. In particular, text analysis included linguistic texts characteristics as to
their transitivity, agentiveness and modality of media publications. Discursive practice analysis
included the analysis of the specifics of production and consumption of media publications. It is
critical to note that Norman Fairclough, the founder of critical discourse analysis, did not study
methods of texts production and decoding from a sociological point of view. He analyzed texts
from a linguistic point of view, determining discourses on which they were based on (interdiscur-
sivity) and how they used other texts intertextually. Therefore, we analyzed the intertextuality and
interdiscursivity of the texts, and also using the Fairclough’s example, we minimized it to the
level of explanation of general mechanism of texts’ production within media production and their
consumption by the audience through mass media communication channels. The analysis of
social practices consisted of the study of a broad social context in which specific communicative
events existed. This analysis was conducted with the help of Norman Fairclough’s multidiscipli-
nary approach, in our case, the integration of critical discourse analysis of media texts and politi-
cal approach, which, in addition to analyzing social practices, allowed us to study various aspects
of ideology and hegemony in media discourse.

The fourth stage is the provision of recommendations. The purpose of critical discourse
analysis is not only the explanation of social practices, but also the democratization of the society
through promotion of egalitarian and liberal discourses. Having analyzed representation of
women in human rights media discourse during the armed conflict in the eastern Ukraine, we
focused on the importance of equality of human rights and freedom, equality of rights and free-
dom of women and men. Thus, when providing the recommendations, we were guided by the
concepts of «technology of discourse» and critical awareness of language. According to Norman
Fairclough, «technology of discourse» means using discourse research results to change existing
discursive practices. At the same time, adoption of critical awareness of language is used to en-
able people to eliminate restrictions that exist in their lives, which is preceded by recognition of
the fact that discourse functions as a form of social practice that reflects and exacerbates unequal
distribution of power. We emphasize and hope that this stage will allow the Ukrainian citizens to
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achieve equality of rights and freedom of women and men as well as equal distribution of power
not only in media discourse but also in all spheres of life.

Having completed the review of four stages of critical discourse analysis, we would like to
emphasize that the strong reason for choosing this scientific approach for conducting the study
was its interdisciplinary nature, applied character and provision of theoretical and methodological
freedom to scientists in their research. As a result, we have complemented the approach of criti-
cal discourse analysis by agenda-setting theory specified in the concept of James W. Dearing and
Everett M. Rogers (1996), according to which creation of information agenda and its develop-
ment depends on who dominates in this process — public (public agenda), politics (political
agenda) or media (media agenda). The peculiarity of the model suggested by the scholars is in-
teraction and simultaneous competition of each of these agendas.

In conclusion, it should be noted that although critical discourse analysis is the main ap-
proach in our study, its application was made possible through the use of monitoring methodol-
ogy for selection of media materials that highlighted women in human rights media discourse
during the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine. Based on the prevailing sampling of media materi-
als, method of qualitative content analysis and its auxiliary methods of comparison, analysis,
synthesis and generalization were applied.

3. Results and discussion

Since we have already completed the first two stages of the study, i.e. choice of the research
problem and selection of material, we focus on the core stage of the study — critical discourse
analysis. We would like to start with the first level of critical discourse analysis — analysis of
texts of the selected publications; for the convenience of perception, examples with quotes and
results are presented in Table 1.

Media Title Transitivity Agentivity Modality Feminitives Genre
Internet «Order Active verb («has its | «The East Operation- | Categorical Present ltem
media forbidding base in al Command» of the | modality with a («newspaper-
«Novyna | recruiting Dnipropetrovsky) Land Forces of the high degree of woman and
rnya women for Ukrainian Army involvement («l woman volun-

service in stopped recruiting wasn’t ready for teer»)

the army» women for military thaty, said Olena

service as of Decem-
ber 2015. This fol-
lows from a photo-
copy of a document
posted by Olena
Shargovska in her
Facebooky.

Shargovska)
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Internet «Invisible Active verb («order Agents who created | Categorical modali-| Present Broad-
media Battalion 337 restricts wom- actions («she recent- | ty with a high («women
«Novyna | March: the en’s contract service | ly made a decision degree of engage- | volunteersy)
rnya» General in the army ... This about contract ment («Why was
Staff means discrimination | service in the army, the order can-
canceled an | against women. We but the order issued celled? I think there
order demand equal by the Commander was publicity on all
refusing to rights») and passive of the «East» Sergei | fronts, «says Olena
recruit status («order 337 Nayev became an Shargovska. —
women for | remains valid») obstacley) Besides, | noticed
contract that the General
service in Staff was very
the army. interested in trans-
PHOTOS» ferring our army
into a contractual
army»)
Website | «Gender Active verbs («at the | References to both Categorical Present Article
of cam- War for end of January 2016 | social actors («pro- modalities with a («women
paign recognition | in Kyiv, women voked a wave of high degree of leaders of the
against in the army: | activists struggling indignation from engagement («I protest
sexism «Invisible for equal rights and military women, propose to take actiony)
in poli- Battalion opportunities of newspaperwomen, and analyze at
tics and March» and | women and men in women activists and | least one of the
media Defense the army marched forced them to go out | documents issued
«Povaha | Ministry from the Southern in the streets of the by the Ministry of
» response» Railway Station to capital») as well as Defense of
the Ministry of their absence («in Ukrainey)
Defense of addition, male repro-
Ukrainey), and ductive health, which
passive («metaphori- | is unfairly considered
cal name «Invisible to be invulnerable, is
battalion» was again | neglected»)
actualized due to a
new example of
discrimination
against womeny)
Website «We are Active verbs («wom- | References to actors | Categorical Present («not | Broad-
of radio not kitchen- | en who serve in of social actions modalities with a to be kitchen-
station maids, we combat positionsand | («Inspector high degree of maids or a
«Hroma are equal who are registered in | Yevgeny Chub engagement bath house
dske soldiers—a | documents as kitchen | said») as well as the | («since the Minis- | manager»)
Radio» woman —maids») and passive | lack of such refer- ter himself said
activist» («moved towards ences («a woman is | today that we
NATO standards registered as a were given 5
reformy) kitchen-maid or a years to reform
bath house manager, | the army, we

and in fact she isa
soldier, a
stormtrooper, a
grenade thrower,
eteyn)

wanted to acceler-
ate it and make it
better for our
women who were
fighting in the
front linex»)
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Website | «Womenin | Active and passive References to both Categorical Both present | Inter-
of radio the army verbs («MoD Order social action actors modalities have a and absent
station will be able | No. 337 has been («Deputy Minister low degree of («serve ata
«Hroma to serve as amended to allow of Defense Igor engagement («itis | reconnais-
dske snipers, military women to be | Dolgov at a briefing | expected that it sance group,
Radio» reconnais- assigned to those said that more than a | would be official- | as snipers,

sance military positions third of those who ly made public on | and heavy

groups that are associated went into the mili- June 29™») armored

members with greater risk and | tary under contract vehicle

and heavy responsibility in the as of beginning of command-

armored army») 2016 were womeny) ersy)

vehicle as well as their

command- absence («amend-

ers» ments to this MoD

Order have been
already signed»)

Website | «In2014,1 | Active verbs Agents who created | Categorical Present Inter-
of radio had to («Ukrainian women actions described in | modalities with a («military
station prove to choose the right to the text («my assault | high degree of woman,
«Hroma men that | defend their coun- team accepted me engagement («I go | woman
dske could be a try») and passive after the second out on the mortar soldier»)
Radio» part of an («and how are sexual | assault operationy) firing line with

assault harassment issues are | and actions which this ladle and start

group, and addressed in differ- are not in the text crying that | am a

I did it — ent countries?) («stereotypes still fighter, not a

Andriana exist») cook»)

Susak»
Website | ««lamina | Active verb («wom- | Agents who created | Categorical Present Report
of the reconnais- en are at war fighting | actions were not modalities with a («participat-
editorial | sance as soldiers, not just much presented in high degree of ing women
house group, but I | working in the the text («labor engagement («l do | and meny)
«Human | was offi- rear»), passive state market decreased by | not like war, but
Rights cially is absent 25%, wages «be- you cannot stay
Infor- offered the came cheaper» and aside when it
mation position of continue to fall happens. And it’s
Center» a cook» — downy) or such only we who can

Berlinska» agents were practi- finish it, each of

cally absent («dur-
ing the discussion it
became clear that
promoting topic
about «Ukrainian
girls being the most
beautiful» is easier
than recognizing
their participation in
protests and war,
respecting women’s
rights and not
discriminating
themy)

us» —a woman
from a reconnais-
sance groupy)
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Website | «Ministry Active verbs («mili- | Agents who created | Categorical Present («to ltem
of the of Defense | tary service has a actions («Deputy modality with a serve in the
editorial allowed special status») and Minister of Defense low degree of Ukrainian
house women to passive («answering of Ukraine for engagement army in the
«Human | serve the leader’s ques- European Integra- («Recall, on June capacity of
Rights officially in | tions about guaran- tion Igor Dolgov 23, Deputy Minis- | reconnais-
Infor- the army as | tees given to women | declared») ter of Defense of sance groups
mation snipers, who are about to Ukraine for members,
Center» reconnais- become mothers») European Integra- | snipers and
sance tion Igor Dolgov heavy ar-
groups said at a press mored vehi-
members briefing that more | cle com-
and heavy than a third of mandersy)
armored those who started
vehicle contract service in
command- the Ukrainian
ers» Army this year
were women)
Website «Women Active verbs («To- References to actors | Categorical Present Item
of the are allowed | day there are 49 552 | of social actions modality has a («registered
editorial | to take 63 women in military («Deputy Minister low degree of as a bath
house additional service in the Armed | of Defense Igor engagement house man-
«Human | positionsin | Forces of Ukraine»), | Dolgov clarified») («Recall, at the agers and
Rights the army» no passive verbs and their absence end of June 2016, | kitchen-
Infor- («gender topics will | the Ministry of maids»)
mation be included in the Defense of
Center» curriculum of mili- Ukraine amended
tary higher educa- its Order # 337,
tion institutions in which allows
the future and military women to
adapted topics of be assigned to
psychological those military
training in military positions that are
units») associated with
greater risk and
responsibility in
the Armed Forces
of Ukraine»)
Website «Law on Both active verbs Agents who created The existing Absent Item
of the Equal («Law providesy) actions are present modalities are
editorial Rights of and passive verbs in the text («Petro categorical; the
house Women («restrictions on Poroshenko signed degree of en-
«Human | and Menin | women’s service are | the Lawy) gagement is low
Rights Military abolished by this («Recall, on
Infor- Service documenty) October 12, the
mation came into President Petro
Center» force» Poroshenko
signed a law

making equal the
rights of women
and men in the
army»)
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Internet «The right Active verbs («wom- | Agentivity contains One can observe Present Review
media to war» en still have to prove | both references to categorical, «Oksana’s
«Livyy their ability to fight social action actors modalities with sworn sis-
Bereh» no worse than men») | («Eugeniia writes an | high degree of ters»
and passive verbs official letter to the engagement («but
(«discussions are Ministry of De- | want to go to
held between mili- fense») and their trainings and
tary meny) absence («it is rotation)
becoming colder to
stand at check-
points»)
Internet «The Active verbs («Sec- Agents who created Existing modali- Present Essay
media Invisible retary of Defense actions presented in | ties are not cate- («woman
«Livyy Battalion is | Stepan Poltorak the text («the idea of | gorical, the degree | sniper,
Berehy coming out | reportsy») and passive | the project belongs of engagement is woman
of the («what was done to Maria low («demanding | volunteer
darkness. here ... «) Berlinska. .. the equal rights of paramedicy)
Documen- shooting was done women in the
tary film on by the teams of Irina | army at the Minis-
women at Tsilik, Svetlana try of Defense
war pre- Lischinskaya and they came with
sented in Alina Gorlovay) kitchen utilities
Kyiv» and put them
under the gates of
the Ministry»)
Internet «The war is | Active verbs («wwom- | Agents who created Existing modali- Present Review
media beyond en did not have the action («there wasa | ties are not cate- («women
«Livyy gender. right to occupy gunner, my good gorical, the degree | snipers,
Berehy How military positions friend Igor Sloyko, of engagement is women
women formally») and and he taught me high («in the first grenade
serve inthe | passive verbs («she everything very grade we were throwvers,
Ukrainian was transferred to a quickly») once filmed, and | | machine
Army» brigade») was asked: «Who | gunners, and
do you want to officially
be?» I answered — | they were
«either a riot registered as
policeman or a cooks, bath
soldier! ») house man-
agers and in
the best case
hospital
maidsy), in
the main text
— absent («at
the beginning
of the war
she went to
the frontas a
journalisty)
Internet «Poroshenk | Active verbs («press | References to social | Categorical Absent Item
media 0 equaled service of the Head action actors («The modality has a («25,000
«Livyy the rights of | of State») and pas- President Petro low degree of women are
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Berehy women and | sive verbs («it is Poroshenko named engagement («the | contracted by
men as expected that the the number of document abol- the Ukrainian
regards new law will in- women serving in ishes unjustified army, more
service in crease the number of | the Army») restrictions on than 3,000
the army: women in military women’s service are officersy)
the law was | service») in the army and
signed» participation in

military trainings
for men and
womeny)

Internet «The Active verbs («cancel-| Presence of agents Categorical Absent Item

media Verkhovna | lation document») and| who created actions | modality with a

«Livyy Rada of passive verbs («De- («The Verkhovna low degree of

Berehy Ukraine fined by Lawy) Rada of Ukraine on engagement
equalized Thursday, Septem- («Equality in
the rights of ber 6th, passed the liability for viola-
women and Law in the second tion of military
men in the reading») discipline is also
army» defined. In addi-

tion, only preg-
nant women are
exempted from
military exercis-
esy»)

Table 1. Analysis of publications’ texts (the contents are translated into English from
Ukrainian and Russian).

Critical discourse analysis is an interpretative method, therefore, since we have already in-
vestigated the linguistic peculiarities of human rights media discourse, we start the second level
of our study — analysis of discursive practice. It involves analysis of the specifics of production
and consumption of media publications, we follow example of Norman Fairclough’s, the founder
of this approach, who focused on the definition of interdiscursivity and intertextuality due to
complexity of conducting such analysis at this stage.

Since media discourse is any kind of discourse implemented in the field of mass communica-
tion and produced by media, we have defined the intertextuality and levels of interdiscursivity in
the publications of each media selected for the analysis.

The publication «The order forbidding recruiting women for service in the army» (14 Janu-
ary, 2016) produced by internet media «Novynarnya» is focused on the order issued by the
Commander of the military unit A1314 on December 4, 2016 which forbids recruiting women for
army service. The publication contains political discourse as it focuses on forbiddance to recruit
women for military service, and it also contains human rights discourse, as it presents the posi-
tion of a journalist and volunteer Olena Shargovska, who advocated the right of women to serve
in the army.

The content of this publication is intertextually related to the next publication «Invisible Bat-
talion March»: The General Staff canceled the order forbidding recruiting women for contract
service in the army. Photo (21 January, 2016) produced by the same media, which also has a high
level of interdiscursivity due to presence of several discourses. In particular, political discourse is
presented in the information about the Order issued by Ministry of Defense of Ukraine No. 337
from May 27, 2014, which did not allow women to serve in the army on «malex» positions. Hu-
man rights discourse is also presented in connection with this Order, but through coverage of a
protest action «Invisible Battalion March» and civic positions of its participants, who demanded
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equal rights and opportunities for women and men in the Armed Forces of Ukraine during this
action in Kyiv at the end of January 2016.

In its turn, the publication of internet media «Novynarnya» about «Invisible Battalion
March» is intertextually related to publication «Gender War» focusing on recognition of women
in the army: «The march of the «lInvisible Battalion» and response of Ministry of Defense» (1
February, 2016) posted on the website of the campaign against sexism in politics and media re-
source «Povahay. These two publications are connected through such element of network inter-
textuality as a hyperlink. The publication in «Povaha» also had political and human rights dis-
courses. It is interesting that the same publication on «Povaha» website has a dual intertextual
chain: on the one hand, the link to Internet publication «Novynarnya», on the other hand, hyper-
link to the publication on «Hromadske Radio» website.

In particular, the publication «We are not kitchen-maids, we are equal soldiers — a woman-
activisty (21 January, 2016) also contains a high level of interdiscursivity due to existence of
political and human rights discourse, and, accordingly, intertextually associated with other publi-
cations of the same media with similar interdiscourse — «Women in the Armed Forces of Ukraine
will be able to serve as snipers, reconnaissance groups members and heavy armored vehicle
commanders» (24 June, 2016) and «In 2014 | had to prove to men that | could be a part of an
assault group and | did it — Andriana Susak» (19 January, 2019).

By tracing interdiscursivity and intertextuality, we found a new component of the intertextual
chain at «Hromadske Radio» node — a link to already mentioned publication «Women in the
Armed Forces of Ukraine will be able to serve as snipers, reconnaissance groups members and
heavy armored vehicle commanders» to other media «Human Rights Information Center» in the
publication «Ministry of Defense allowed women to serve officially as snipers, reconnaissance
groups members and heavy armored vehicle commanders» (26 June, 2016). It already mentioned
Order issued by Ministry of Defense of Ukraine No. 337 and problem of assigning women sol-
diers to high-risk military positions. This publication, with political and human rights discourses,
is intertextually and interdisciplinary connected to other «Human Rights Information Center»
publications on this subject, in particular, the publications «I am in a reconnaissance group, but |
was officially offered the position of a cook» — Berlinska (28 December, 2014), «Women were
allowed to occupy 63 additional positions in the Army» (23 November, 2016). Continuing the
discovery of the intertextual chain, we want to emphasize that some of the heroines of the publi-
cations, in particular, Andriana Susak and Invisible Battalion participants, including Maria Ber-
linska were also represented in other media, which also covered the topic of women in the war.
In this context, «Hromadske Radio’s publications are intertextually and interdiscusively related
to publications of online media «Livyy Berehy, in particular, to publications entitled «The Right
to War» (16 November, 2017), «Invisible Battalion» comes out of the dark. A documentary film
about women in the war was presented in Kyivy» (27 November, 2017) and «The war is outside
gender. How women serve in the armed forces of Ukraine» (29 November, 2017).

The last media, which we will consider at the level of analysis of discursive practices, will be
«Segodnya» and «Deutsche Welle». Each of them contains a publication that is intertextually
related to the publication «The Law on the Equal Right of Men and Women in the Military Ser-
vice came into force» produced by «Human Rights Information Center». The difference between
them is in the level of agentivity — it is low in the publication of «Human Rights Information
Center» and it is high in the publications «Poroshenko equaled the rights of women and men to
serve in the army: the signed law» (12 October, 2018) produced by «Segodnyax» and «Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine made equal the rights of women and men in the army» (6 September, 2018)
«produced by Deutsche Wellex. In particular, both media used synonyms «equaled» and «made
equal», which indicates the high level of the agentivity of these power institutions in establishing
the equality of the rights of women and men in the Ukrainian Army.

An integral part of the analysis of publications is the discovery of genres. In this respect, it
should be noted that all studied publications were produced in informative (notes, interviews,
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reports, reports), analytical (article) and artistic and journalistic (review, essay) genres. Subjectiv-
ity level and author’s position on the issue was stronger in artistic and journalistic genres (which
prevailed in «Livyy Bereh» materials), while the most objective were materials produced in in-
formation and analytical genres. However, information materials prevailed among the the publi-
cations which were the subject to critical discourse analysis (11 out of 15 publications), in which
the author’s attitude to the problem of inequality of women in the armed conflict in eastern
Ukraine was completely minimized. This led to a neutral presentation of news on the facts of
discrimination against women in the army. Although, it should be noted that the focus of media
attention was still on the rights of women.

Summing up our analysis of discursive practice, we would like to note that each of the re-
viewed publications contained both political and human rights discourses. However, since the
focus of the media was precisely on women’s rights and their protection, we believe that media
discourse was by definition a human rights defender, as even the highlights of political decisions
referred to women’s rights — their violation or protection. That is why we define the human rights
media discourse as the dominant one in the analyzed publications.

Given this, for the first time in the Ukrainian journalism studies on critical discourse analysis
we applied agenda-setting theory of James W. Dearing and Everett M. Rogers. We believe that
media agenda is an intermediary between public agenda and political agenda as media discourse
includes many different types. Media agenda is always influenced either by the public or by poli-
tics, which will be either politically or publicly dominant in each media discourse.

In our study, we identified the dominant social agenda, which was nominalized as human
rights media discourse. This choice is caused by the fact that human rights protection is influ-
enced by what is happening between the authorities and an individual. And in this case, media
publications reflected not only the decisions of the authorities, which either violated or protected
the rights of women in the army, but also public (women’s) reaction to them. And since each
media raised the issue of women’s rights in its publications, we have identified human rights
media discourse as the predominant one.

Thus, we introduced methodological innovation by combining critical discourse analysis
with agenda-setting theory using an integrative approach in scientific research. Hence, success-
fully passing two levels of our critical discourse analysis, we move to the third level — social
practice analysis.

Based on the structure of subject-object communications, we argue that in our study mass
communication system between the politicians and the public through media had a binary feed-
back. On the one hand, political actors, through their actions (decision-making, adoption of legal
acts), established political agenda (and, accordingly, political discourse) through their media
messages to the audience of citizens. In this case, orders issued by military units, as well as by
the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine prohibiting to hire women on numerous positions in the
Armed Forces of Ukraine, had to be communicated by media to the audience. A part of the audi-
ence, which consisted primarily of women volunteers, female servicemen, volunteers, activists
and other citizens, negatively perceived such decisions of the government institutions and reacted
to it through protest actions with the help of the «Invisible Battaliony initiative.

Thus, the reverse direction of the system of mass communication was established — this time
between the public and politicians, forming the binary nature of such interaction. In particular,
the public, i.e women, now as a communicator, not a recipient, through the «Invisible Battalion»
initiative and holding protests against the decisions of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine regard-
ing women’s access to positions in the army, created messages for the government institutions
through media. And finally, as our analysis of media publications showed, authorities reacted to
women’s demand to protect their rights by abolishing discriminatory orders and by the end of
2018 adopted a law on creating equal conditions and opportunities for service of women and men
in the Armed Forces of Ukraine.
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Thus, as one can see, the order of discourse initially was influenced by the domination of po-
litical media discourse, as well as political agenda, and then — human rights media discourse, as
well as public agenda. The genres of discursive practices remained unchanged, but the order of
discourse was defined as one in which human rights media discourse dominates.

Based on this, we transfer to the second component of social practices analysis — the defini-
tion of non-discriminatory structures and relationships. In order to do this, we use the integrated
approach we have already proposed for critical discourse analysis and agenda-setting theory,
applying traditionally used in our methodology terms of hegemony and ideology.

Critical discourse analysis is used to reveal the relationship between power, language and
ideology. Since the struggle of discourses to establish hegemony in the media environment is
inextricably linked with ideology, we, in our study, have come to the following conclusion. Since
discourse represents social inequality, public opinion (in our study — discriminated women)
started competing for its agenda with the politicians. In the case of women fighting for their
rights in the army, there was a struggle between human rights discourse and the ideology of
feminism and political discourse with the ideology of paternalism.

In this case, we use the term paternalism because it means a system of relations based on the
authority and control of the state over its citizens, by analogy with the patronage behavior of a
father in relation to his own children. In terms of terminology, the patriarchal society, through
state power, discriminated women, especially in an area which in Ukraine is traditionally ruled
by men — military service. In contrast, women who were discriminated on the basis of sex while
defending their rights opposed the ideology of feminism to the ideology of paternalism. Media
were obliged to respond to such manifestations in society, due to this fact in publications under
review we observe struggle of discourses. Hence, according to concepts of content and form, the
content is a struggle of paternalistic and feminist discourses, as to the form it is a struggle of
political and human rights discourses and, accordingly, of political and social agendas. Media
were in the middle, being real actors and moderators between the authorities and society. In the
conflict situation of discrimination women have won in defending their rights to gain access to
positions in the army during the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine — and, accordingly, human
rights discourse has triumphed in the media environment in our study.

Now, having successfully passed the preliminary stages of our study, we are moving to the
last stage of critical discourse analysis — providing recommendations. Guided by the concepts of
«technology of discourse» and critical awareness of language, we want to draw the attention of
scientists and journalists-practitioners to the following aspects. First, it is important to critically
treat creation of own scientific and journalistic publications. It is important to master the science
of logic, formal and informal, which will contribute to critical thinking necessary for those who
cover in their publications’ topics of law enforcement, politics, gender and media. Secondly, it is
not necessary for media to enhance the existing inequality in society and discrimination of certain
groups of people in their texts. If in the future there will be a threat to the equality of women and
men, media should not only inform, but create a balance of points of view (but not at the expense
of harassing a particular group of people or individuals), not to create discriminatory texts, but to
help resolve the emerging social inequality. Media should remember that they are not only pre-
senters but also actors — they not only present reality, but also construct it. Finally, we hope that
this study contributes to the development of international media studies about Ukraine as well as
contributes positively to the establishment of equality in rights, freedoms and opportunities for
women and men in all domains of life in Ukraine.

4, Conclusions

Studying women’s representation in human rights media discourse during the armed con-
flict in the east of Ukraine in 20142019, we conducted all research stages through applying the
approach of critical discourse analysis. In particular, we analyzed the texts of Ukrainian media to
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find out the elements of transitivity, levels of agentivity, degrees of modality, and presence of
feminitives.

At the same time discursive practice of using genres, interdiscursivity and intertextuality
has been identified. Thus, all media groups used different types of genres — art-journalistic, ana-
Iytical, and informational; in the quantitative sense the last one dominated. A high level of inter-
discursivity is identified, first of all, the combination of political and human rights discourses. In
addition, an intertextual chain was discovered in all analyzed publications that were related not
only thematically but also by such element of network intertextuality as a hyperlink.

Moreover, for the first time, we conducted social practice analysis applying methodological
innovation by combining critical discourse analysis with Agenda-Setting Theory using an inte-
grative approach in scientific research. In particular, it has been established that since media
discourse recreates social inequality, public representatives competed for their agenda with the
politicians. It was found that in conditions when women protect their rights in the army during
armed conflicts, there is also a struggle between human rights discourse with the ideology of
feminism and political discourse with the ideology of paternalism. Women in this conflict have
been protecting their rights to gain access to positions in the army during an armed conflict in the
east of Ukraine and, accordingly, human rights discourse has triumphed in the media environ-
ment in our study.

In the end, we provided recommendations to scholars and journalists on topics related to
armed conflicts, human rights protection, politics, covering gender in the media.
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