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Pekomenooeano 0o opyky Buenor paooro Haeuanbno-naykoeoz2o incmunymy mincHapooHux
eionocun Kuiscvkozco nayionanvnozo ynieepcumemy imeni Tapaca Illesuenka (npomokon Ne5
6i0 23 epyons 2025 poky).

PEHEH3EHTU:  ookmop ¢inonoziunux nayk, npogpecop Onena Kuxapesa
npodecop Kadeapu MOBHOI MIATOTOBKM Ha COIlaJbHO-TYMaHITapHUX
JUCITUTLTIH
HamionansHoi akameMii 00pa30TBOPYOTro MUCTEITBA Ta apXITEKTYpH

Kanouoam @inonoziunux nHayx, ooyenm Xpucmuna Menvko
3aBimyBad kadeapu Teopii 1 MPpaKTUKH MepeKiIaay 3 aHTIiChbKOT MOBU
KuiBChKOTO HAIIOHAIBHOTO JIIHTBICTUIHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY

Ileit HaByaIbHUI NOCIOHUK CTBOPEHO SIK METOJAWYHMIA CYNPOBIJ IO YUTAHHS poMaHy AJlaHa
I'parna Refugee, 0 TeMaTHYHO MEPETYKYETHCS 3 KIIOUOBMMH IUTAHHAMU Mirpaiii, Mi>KHapoaHO
0e3neKy, TyMaHITapHO1 MOJITUKUA Ta MDKKYJIBTYPHOI KOMYHIKaIlli — aCTIEKTaMU, SIKi € BOKITUBUMH Yy
(axoBiil miAroTOBII CTYACHTIB MIXKHAPOAHUX CIEIIaTbHOCTEH.

[TociOnuk mnpuszHaueHuit s crygeHtiB [-1I kypcy BianineHp MikHapogHuit Oi3Hec,
MDKHApOJHI BIJIHOCHHHM, MIDKHApPOJHI CKOHOMIYHI BiJIHOCHHM Ta MDKHApOAHI KOMYHIKaIlii
HaByanbHO-HAyKOBOI'O 1HCTUTYTY MIXHApPOJHMX BIJIHOCHH, sSIKI BMBYAIOTh AHIJIIHCBKY MOBY SIK
nepmry abo Apyry iHo3emMHY. Matepianu po3poOiIeHO 3 ypaxyBaHHSM PIi3HOTO PIBHSI BOJIOJIHHS
MOBOIO, 110 JO3BOJIsIE BUKOPUCTOBYBATH MOCIOHUK Y 3MIIIAHUX IPYyNax Ta aJanTyBaTH TeMl poOoTH
710 TIOTPEO CTYEHTIB.

Jlo mociOHuKa BKJIIOUEHO BCl PO3AUIM POMaHy, AKi /Ui 3pY4YHOCTI CTPYKTYpPOBAHO Yy IMKIIH.
KoskeH 13 HUX OXOIUIIOE TPH TOB’sI3aH1 1CTOPIi, IO PO3MOBIIAI0TH PO OKPEMOTO TOJIOBHOTO TePOS.
I{i WK CynpOBOUKYIOTHCS JIIHTBOKPAiHO3HAaBYMMHM, ICTOPUUHUMH Ta KYJIbTYPOJIOTIYHUMHU
KoMeHTapsMu. [loaHi 70 HUX BIpaBU CHPSMOBAHI Ha MOTJUOJIEHHS PO3YMIHHS TEKCTY, PO3BUTOK
KPUTHUYHOTO MHUCIJIEHHS Ta (OPMYBaHHS BMiHb apryMEHTOBAHO BHCJIOBIIIOBATH BJIACHY IMO3HUIIIIO
11010 TIOPYIICHUX y pomaHi po6iem. OcoOnuBy yBary NpuIijeHO aKTHBI3AIlll CJIOBHUKA, PO3BUTKY
HaBUYOK YHUTaHHS, TOBOPIHHS Ta MMCbMa Ha aBTEHTUYHOMY Matepiajii.

HonatkoBi 3aBmaHHs, 30kpema pyoOpuxku Extra Activities, 3a0e3meuyioTb MOMXJIHBICTh
OOrOBOpPEHHsSI TEMHM B IIUPIIOMY KOHTEKCTi, (OPMYIOTh YMiHHS apryMEHTOBaHOi AMCKYCil Ta
MOJIETIIOBAHHS CUTYallli MIKKYJIBTYPHOI B3a€EMOI.

ABTOpH BHUCIIOBIIIOIOTH CIIOJIIBaHHS, 10 JAaHUH MOCIOHUK CHPUATHUME MOTIHOIEHHIO 3HaHb
CTYJIEHTIB PO Cy4acHi CBITOBI MPOLIECH, MIABUIIUTH IXHIH pPiBEHb BOJIOAIHHS aHTJIIICHKOI MOBOIO
Ta crIpusATHME (OPMYBaHHIO NMPO(DECciiHO BaKIMBHX KOMIIETEHTHOCTEH y rairy3i MiKHapOJHHUX
BITHOCHH.
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Circle 1. (pp 8-16).

I. Vocabulary

10.

1.
12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

. to strain (vb.): make an intense effort to hear, see, or understand something, often causing

physical or mental stress.

grunt (n.): a low, short guttural sound made by a person, typically expressing effort or
discomfort.

scuffle (n.): a short, confused fight or struggle at close quarters.

to wail (vb.): cry out in a high-pitched voice, often due to pain or distress.

to lunge (vb.): made a sudden forward movement, usually with intent to attack or reach
someone or something.

protective custody: refers to a situation in which a person is detained by authorities,
supposedly for their own safety. In reality, it was a method to imprison people who were
considered enemies or undesirable by the state.

premature (adj.): happening, arriving, or done before the expected or proper time.

calico (adj./n.): a type of multicolored coat pattern seen in cats, typically with patches of
orange, black, and white.

refuge (n.): a place that provides shelter or safety.

seawall (n.): a structure separating land and water areas to protect against erosion and the
force of waves.

to overpay (vb.): to pay more than the usual or reasonable amount for something.

clave (n.): a syncopated rhythm used as a foundation in Afro-Cuban music; often considered
the underlying beat.

invisible (adj.): hidden from view or unnoticed, especially to avoid being targeted or harmed.
stocky (adj.): short and solidly built, often implying physical strength; used here to describe
Mahmoud’s muscular build.

riot (n.): a violent protest or outburst in a public place, often due to political or social issues;
a key part of the Arab Spring protests.

scrap metal (n.): small pieces of discarded metal, often used in bombs to increase harm when
detonated, as in the barrel bombs described.

to glimmer (vb.): to faintly shine or appear slightly, used here as the memory of happier times
in Aleppo compared to the current situation.

stirring (n.): an initial feeling or beginning of an emotion, like Mahmoud’s anger when he

sees the boy being bullied.



19. to blend in (phrasal vb.): to become part of the surroundings so as not to be noticed, which

Mahmoud practices to avoid trouble.

II. Allusions and idioms

Kristallnacht: also known as the "Night of Broken Glass," this refers to a real historical event on
November 9-10, 1938, when Nazi-led mobs attacked Jewish homes, businesses, and synagogues
across Germany, marking a turning point in Nazi persecution.

Sturmabteilung (SA): also called “storm troopers” or “Brownshirts,” this Nazi paramilitary
organization helped Hitler rise to power and played a significant role in terrorizing Jewish

communities and enforcing Nazi policies.

Dachau Concentration Camp: one of the first Nazi concentration camps in Germany, infamous for

its brutal conditions and treatment of prisoners.

Fidel Castro: the Communist leader of Cuba from 1959 until 2008, whose rule led to the
impoverishment and restricted freedoms of Cuban citizens, motivating many to try escaping to the

United States.

Industriales: the popular Havana baseball team, often referred to as the "Lions," which alludes to

Cuban culture and the nation's deep love for baseball.

Malecon: a famous seafront promenade in Havana, Cuba, known for its lively atmosphere and is an

iconic gathering place in the city.

Soviet Union: refers to the USSR, a powerful communist state that supported Cuba for decades. The
Soviet Union’s collapse in 1991 led to Cuba’s economic struggles, sparking what is often called the
"Special Period."

"shot straight up in bed" : meaning to wake up suddenly, often in surprise or fear.

"kicked the front door in" : used here to imply a loud, unexpected noise that startles someone,

though not a literal action.

"flicked on the overhead light" : to turn on a light quickly or casually, emphasizing the abruptness

in how the intruders acted.



"tummy purred like an outboard motor" : comparing the kitten’s hunger sounds to the hum of a

motor, giving a sensory image of hunger and satisfaction.

"rock bottom" : referring to reaching the lowest possible point, often financially or emotionally.

"all the cows and pigs and sheep had been slaughtered" : a phrase indicating desperation and

scarcity by consuming nearly all available resources.

"hit rock bottom" : to reach an extreme low point, often due to severe hardship or economic crisis.
""tagging along" : informal way of saying someone is following another person without taking the

lead or contributing.

"play the storm clouds from the sky' : an expression of exceptional musical talent, implying that

the music is so good it could control nature.

II1. General comprehension

1. Where are the chapters set? Discuss the geographical locations and historical contexts for each
character.

2. Who are the major characters in these chapters? Describe the protagonists, their backgrounds,
and their motivations.

3. What are the main events of this part of the novel? Summarize the key events that drive the

plot forward in these chapters.

IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

PI3KO MiJIXOMUBCA 3 JIKKA — HAINPY>KEHO MPHUCIIyXaBcsi B TEMPSBI — 3aKpUYaB Bl YUCTOrO,
CIINOTO JKaxy — OopcaBcs B MaHilll — OOMWYYS Tajajio BiJ COPOMY — JIOCATHYTH AHa /
ONMHUTHCA B HAWTIpIIOMY CTAHOBMII — 3MYCHUTH i1 3IpUTHYTHCS (Bil HECHOIIBaHKH) —
JyMaB, IO TMOBOJMUTHCS XUTPO (HETIOMITHO) — Ha3AorHana Oarbka ¥ Aiycsl — Ha BHUIAJOK,
SKIIO / TPO BCSK BUMAJOK — 3JUINATHCS HEMOMIYEHWM / HE TPHBEPTATH yBaru — KOJH
HalMEHIIIE IHOTO OYIKYEN — OKPYUYEHE 31130 i po30UTHII OETOH — 3TOPHYBCS KIIyOKOM Ha

3eMJI1 — T'OJIOBY BHU3, KaIIOIIOH HAropi, 04i JOHU3Yy (TOOTO TpUMaTHUCS HEMIOMITHO).



A

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.

Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

A R

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

6. Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) He lay still, , trying to understand what was happening.
2) He walked quickly, , hoping no one would notice him.

3) His when the officer shouted at him in front of everyone.
4) Isabel finally after running down the beach.

5) Isabel’s family had — they had nothing left to lose.

6) Josef when he heard the terrifying noise outside his door.
7) Lito when he tried to sneak away quietly.

8) Mahmoud had learned to to avoid trouble.

9) Suddenly, his sister , waking everyone in the room.

10) The bombs always seemed to fall

11) The boy , desperate to escape the soldiers.

12) The frightened child , trying to protect himself.

13) The sound of the explosion made her

14) The streets were filled with , a picture of total destruction.

15) They brought extra food they might need it.
7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

Something in the DARK outside his room moved with a grunt and a scuffle.

There was a SHATTER sound in the next room.

Josef tried to hide in the corner of the bed, but SHADOW hands snatched at him.

He took her in his arms and wrapped her in a PROTECT hug.

More of them wore the brown shirts and red swastika armbands of the Sturmabteilung, Adolf Hitler’s
“storm TROOP”.

. You have continued to practice law despite the fact that Jews are forbidden to do so under the Civil
Service RESTORE Act of 1933.

. For this crime against the German people, you will be taken into PROTECT custody.



8.
9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30

The Brownshirt scowled at the noise and gave the men carrying Aaron Landau a DISMISS wave.
The cat was HUNGER, just like everyone else in Cuba, and its belly QUICK won out over its fear.
Isabel was 11 years old, and all LANK arms and legs.

There had been RATION and food coupon books back when Isabel was little.

With no one to PAY for it, the cane fields dried up, the sugar REFINE closed, and people lost their
jobs.

He wanted to be a PROFESSION baseball player when he grew up, and he was good enough that it
was not a crazy dream.

Ivan thought he was being SNEAK, but Isabel knew EXACT what he and his father were building
in their shed, and it was not the doghouse.

Ever since the Soviet Union had collapsed, the only currency most CUBA had were the booklets you
got stamped when you went to pick up your food rations from the store.

Food ration booklets were WORTH anyway — there wasn’t enough food to go round, whether you
had a BOOK or not.

The paint was peeling, and the buildings were old and WEATHER, but they still looked grand to
Isabel.

Isabel was listening for the c/ave underneath the music, the MYSTERY HIDE beat inside Cuban
music that everybody seemed to hear except her.

An REGULAR rhythm that lay over the top of the regular beat, like a heartbeat beneath the skin.

She listened not, INTENT, trying to hear the heartbeat of Cuba in her own music.

Mahmoud Bishara was VISION, and that’s exactly what he wanted.

He was STOCK, his shoulders wide and MUSCLE despite the food SHORT.

Mahmoud and Waleed could APPEAR among the heaps of twisted metal and BREAK cement, and
there were no walls to fall on them if an artillery shell went WHIZZ overhead.

Nobody knew a wave of REVOLYV (revolution) would sweep through the Middle East, toppling
GOVERN and THROW dictators and starting civil wars.

But SYRIA knew protesting in the streets was dangerous.

The man in Damascus, the capital of Syria, was PRISON for speaking out against Assad.

Some kids in Daraa, a city in SOUTHSyria, were arrested and abused by the police for writing anti-
Assad slogans on walls.

Tens of thousands of people poured into the streets, demanding the release of POLITICS prisoners
and more FREE for everyone.

Mahmoud and Waleed turned down a different rubble- STREW alley than the day before and
stopped dead.

. The DIFFER between Sunnis and Shiites was an excuse.



31. He felt the stirrings of INDIGNANT, of ANGRY, of SYMPATHIZE.

8.Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Xmomuuk pi3ko MiAXOMUBCA 3 JIKKA, MOYYBIIM KPHK, IO PO3IpBaB HIYHY THUINY, 1 HOTO
ceplie noyvano OUTHUCS IaJeHO, HEMOB HaMaralo4uch BCTUTHYTH 32 HOr0 CTPaxoM.

2) Bin JexaB y TeMpsiBi, HANPY:KEHO MPUCIYXAIOYHUCh J0 KOXXHOIO IIYPXOTYy 1 KPOKIB y
KIMHATI, 110 MOTJIM BUJATH HaOJMKEHHS HeOe3IEKH.

3) Bona 3akpuuana BiJ YMCTOI0, CJINOrO0 7KaXYy, KOJIM PANTOBO IIOMITHJIA TiHb, 10 pyXaJlacs 3a
BIKHOM, 1 11 T1JI0 OyKBaJIbHO 3IPUTHYJIOCS.

4) Biu OopcaBcsi B naHili, HAMararouuch BUOPATUCS 3 MACTKH, sIKa 3/1aBajacs OE3BUXITHOIO,
HOro pyku IyKaiau Oyab-sSKy Olopy B TEMHOMY, TICHOMY MPHUMIIIIEHHI.

5) Moro o6am4dsi MAIaI0 Bill COPOMY, KOIU BCi IPUCYTHi 3BEPHYIIH yBAry HA HOTO MOMHUIIKY,
1 BIH BIT4YB, SIK Kap PO3JIUBAETHCS MO0 BCbOMY TLIY.

6) IxHs ponuHa mocsiT/ia JHA, BTPATHBIIN BCE, IIO MANa: JiM, 3a0IIaKEHHS Ta OyIb-AKy HAJIilo
Ha cTaOUIbHE KUTTS, 3AIMIIMBIIUCH JIMIIE 3 OASTOM Ha CIIUHI.

7) TI'yunuil 3ByK 3MyCHB ii 3IPUIHYTHCS, 1 Ha KIJIbKA CEKyHJI Ceplie MepecTano OUTUCS, TOKH
BOHA HE 3p03yMiJia, 1110 1€ JIHIIe TaJiHH cTapoi OaHKU Ha MiJJIOTYy.

8) BiH mymaB, 10 MOBOAUTHLCS XMTPO, aJie HOro cripody 0OMaHyTH IHIIMX Bilpa3y NOMITHIIH, i
BCI HABKOJIO TTOYAJIH WOTO ITiI03PLJI0 OTJISIIATH.

9) Bona, 3anuHa04MCh Ha KOXHOMY KpPOI[i, HApemTi Ha310rHajJa daTbKa Ta Jiaycs, sKl BKe
Maifke BUXOJIMIIN 3 OJBIP s, 1 MOTATHYJA iX 3a PyKY.

10) Mu B3sutM TOAATKOBY BOJIY MPO BCSAK BUMAOK, 3HAIOUH, IO MTOJAOPOK MOXKE 3aTATHYTHCS, 1
10 He 0y/1e MOMJIMBOCTI MIOTIOBHUTH 3aMlacH y MyCTEIbHUX MICIISIX.

11)Bonn Hamaramucs 3ajJMIIATHCH HeNMOMiYeHMMM, THXO pYyXal4HuCh Cepell HaToBIYy 1
XOBaO4M 001y 3a mapdpamu, 1100 YHUKHYTH Oy/Ib-sIKOi HeOe3NeKH.

12) 1le cramocst came Toii, KOJIM BOHH HalMeHIle HbOr0 04iKyBaJIi, Y MOMEHT, KOJIH BiI4yBaIu
cebe B Oe3relll, 1 JyMalid, 10 BCE IM1J1 KOHTPOJIEM.

13) Bynuus Oyna moBHa MOKPY4YE€HOro MeTajly Ta 3pyiiHOBaHOro 0eToHy, IO HaraayBallo
KapTHUHY IICJIS CTPAIIHOTO BUOYXY, a MU 1 yJTaMKH 3aKPHUBAJIHM COHLIE.

14) Xnomuuk 3ropHyBesl KIyOKOM Ha 3eMIIi, CTHCKAalO4M KOJiHa, 1 HaMaraBcsl NPUKPUTH
00TMYYs pyKaMu, BpaKEHUH JKaXOM TOTO, III0 CTAIOCS HaBKOJIO.

15) BiH i1110B, OIyCTHBIIM I'0JI0BY, HATATHYBIIHM KAMIOMIOH i AUBJSYHUCH Ml HOT'H, 00EpEkKHO

O6XO,Z[$I‘-II/I YJIaMKH Ta sIMHU, 110 MEPCHIKO/ZKAIIA KOXKHOMY Horo KpPOKY.

10



V. Detailed Comprehension

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15

16.

17.

. Describe the main setting of the story. When and where does it take place? Identify the time

periods and locations for each character’s journey.

What motivates the main characters to leave their homes? Discuss the personal and external
factors influencing their decisions.

Who is Josef, and what is his situation at the beginning of the story? Outline his family
background and the challenges he faces.

Describe the initial scene that wakes Josef up. How does he respond, and what does this reveal
about his emotional state?

How do the Nazis treat Josef and his family during the invasion, and what is the reason they
give for arresting Josef’s father?

What is Josef’s reaction to his father’s arrest, and how does he attempt to intervene? What
does this tell us about his personality?

What message do the Nazis communicate to Josef’s family during Kristallnacht, and how does
it impact Josef’s sense of belonging in Germany?

After receiving the telegram from his father, how does Josef feel about the decision to leave
Germany? What do these feelings reveal about his connection to his homeland?

What similarities does Isabel notice between herself and the kitten she finds?

How did Cuba’s relationship with the Soviet Union affect the country’s economy, and what
happened when the Soviet Union collapsed?

Why does Isabel’s family face challenges in accessing food, and what solutions does she and
her family attempt to manage these difficulties?

What is significant about Isabel’s relationship with her friend Ivan, and how does it relate to
the challenges people face in Cuba?

What is the 'clave' in Cuban music, and why is Isabel drawn to this rhythm despite her struggle
to understand it?

Why does Mahmoud prefer to be 'invisible,' and how does this choice help him survive in

Syria?

. How does the war affect Mahmoud’s family life and his relationship with his younger brother,

Waleed?

What does Mahmoud recall about Aleppo before the war, and how does this memory contrast
with his current experiences?

Why did Mahmoud’s friendship with Khalid deteriorate, and what does this reveal about life

in Syria during the war?

11



18. What conflicting emotions does Mahmoud experience when he sees the boy being attacked,
and how does he ultimately respond?

19. What historical events are referenced, and how do they impact the characters? Identify
historical contexts and their significance to the characters’ narratives.

20. What role do friendships play in the characters’ journeys? Discuss how friendships provide

support or complicate their experiences.

Extra Activities

e Discussion: In small groups, discuss the meaning of home and safety. How do these concepts

differ for refugees compared to those who are not displaced?

12



Circle 2 (pp.17-23).

I. Vocabulary

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

invisible (adj.): unable to be seen; not visible.

compartment (n.): a separate section within a larger space, typically used for storage or
accommodation.

to head for (phrasal verb): to move toward a particular place.

to flee (vb.): to run away from a place or situation of danger.

to whine (vb.): to make a high, complaining noise or to complain in a childish or petulant
manner.

rioting (n.): a violent disturbance of the peace by a crowd; a public disorder.

to glisten (vb.): shine with a sparkling light; reflect light in a bright and attractive way, often
used to describe skin, water, or surfaces that are wet.

to be overwhelmed (vb.): to be overpowered or overrun by a large number of people or
things, making it difficult to manage or cope, as seen when the police cannot control the
rioters.

to thrust (vb.): to push something suddenly or violently in a specific direction; in this context,
it refers to Isabel urgently handing her trumpet to her grandfather.

truncheon (n.): a short, thick stick carried as a weapon by a police officer.

melodious (adj.): having a pleasant tune; musical.

adhan (n.): the Islamic call to prayer, traditionally announced from a mosque's minaret,
signaling the time for the five daily prayers. It often features a melodic and rhythmic quality,
intended to be heard by the community.

ethereal (adj.): extremely delicate and light, seeming too perfect for this world; heavenly.
catatonic (adj.): a state of unresponsiveness or immobility, often characterized by a lack of
movement or communication, typically as a result of psychological trauma or distress.
debris (n.): scattered fragments or remains of something that has been destroyed or broken;
in this context, it refers to the rubble and wreckage resulting from an explosion.

to thrash (vb.): to move or flail violently and uncontrollably, often in a state of panic or
distress; here, it describes Mahmoud's desperate attempts to escape the rubble and breathe.
gulps (n.): large, quick swallows of air or liquid, especially when one is gasping or trying to
recover from a lack of breath; signifies Mahmoud's urgent need for air after the explosion.
adventure (n.): an unusual and exciting experience or activity, often involving risk or
uncertainty.

chaos (n.): complete disorder and confusion; a state of utter disarray.

13



II. Allusions and idioms

Jewish Star (Star of David): represents both Jewish identity and the persecution Josef faces under

Nazi rule.

Mariel Boatlift: while not directly referenced yet, Isabel’s story later hints at historical moments like

this, where Cubans fled to the U.S., symbolizing Cubans' struggle for freedom and better lives.

Fidel Castro: the long-standing Cuban leader is indirectly referenced in Isabel’s struggles. The

economic hardships her family faces relate to the effects of Castro’s policies and the U.S. embargo.

Daesh: the Arabic acronym for ISIS, representing the Islamic State group operating in Syria and Iraq.

Mentioning them adds to the atmosphere of danger Mahmoud and his family live in daily.

Aleppo: Mahmoud’s hometown, a historical city devastated by the Syrian Civil War. This location

anchors the story in real-world events.

“Jumped in between” : an expression meaning to intervene in a situation, often to protect someone.
“Heart in his throat, skin tingling with goose bumps” : the phrase captures a moment of
vulnerability and tension, illustrating how the character's body responds to a challenging or dangerous

situation.

""A fist closed around Josef’s heart": this describes his reaction to stress and fear, feeling as though

his heart is being squeezed.

"Her stomach churned': this idiom illustrates Isabel's anxiety and worry about the journey her

family is about to undertake.

“Caught up” : to become involved in something, often unexpectedly.

“The sound of breaking glass” : a metaphor for chaos or disturbance, often indicating that something

has gone wrong.

“Heart in his throat” : an idiom expressing intense fear or anxiety.

14



“Living in midair” : a figurative expression suggesting disorientation or a surreal feeling of

detachment from reality.

“Stomped on” : to step heavily on something, often indicating anger or aggression.

“A whirlwind of bricks” : a metaphor describing a chaotic situation, especially involving

destruction.

“Crawled away” : an idiomatic expression indicating someone moving slowly, often in fear or pain.

“Caught red-handed” : an idiom meaning to be caught in the act of doing something wrong

II1. General Comprehension

1. What significant events occur in these chapters? Identify key moments that drive the plot
forward.

2. How do the characters' experiences in these chapters reflect the broader themes of the novel?

3. What challenges do the characters face in their journeys during these chapters? Discuss the

obstacles and dangers encountered by each character.

IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

00XO/IUTU CTOPOHOIO / TPUMATHCS MOJIalll — Ceplie 3aBMepIIo — 00aryyst 30,11/110 — MOBIBCA
HEPO3YMHO — 3aIlJIATUTH I[iHY / pO3IIauyBaTUCS 3a CBOI JIii — CBIT 300eBOJIIB — OyJIO MTOBHO /
CTUIbKH, 1110 HIJI€ CTaTH — OCTAHHSI KpaIlIsl TEPIIHHS — cepell Xaocy / y BC1 METYIIHI — TOKUHYTH
KyOy / yrextn 3 KyOu — nmyHaB kpi3b 3pyHHOBaHI BYJIHUIII — sSIK 30M01 / Oalxy>xuii, 6€3 eMoIii —

noanx NnepexoIuniio — HOBiTpSI 6y.)'[0 IMMOBHC NUJTY — €IWHEC, IO MaJIO 3HAYCHHA

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

AN AN ol

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.
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1) , Isabel managed to find her grandmother in the crowd.

2) As the train started moving, Josef felt his ; he could hardly breathe.
3) Her family decided it was finally time to and start a new life.

4) His face was empty; he walked , not feeling anything anymore.

5) Josefrealized he to believe they would be safe so soon.

6) Mahmoud held his little brother close — he was now.

7) Soldiers and police were on every street corner.

8) The ; it was hard to breathe or see anything.

9) The father’s arrest was the that made them decide to leave.

10) The sound of explosions as Mahmoud ran through the ruins.

11) They had tried to escape before, and now they would have to for it.
12) When he saw the destroyed building, and he couldn’t move.

13) When he saw the officer’s gun, the , and he turned pale.

14) When the riots began, and no one knew what to do.

15) When the soldiers came closer, people , afraid to be noticed.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. The bright yellow Star of David armbands the Landaus wore were MAGIC talismans that made
them APPEARANCE.

. All the station ATTEND and other passengers gave them WIDTH berth, flowing around them
like water around a stone.

. By now, May of 1939, most countries had stopped ADMISSION Jewish refugees, or had lots of
official APPLY you had to fill out and file and pay for before they let you in.

. They had gotten up early and it had been a STRESS day, and soon Ruthie was SLEEP in Mama’s
lap, and Mama dozed with her.

. Josef felt the HOT of that EMBARRAS all over again, the HUMILIATE of being talked about
like he was an animal.

. He stood on Josef’s armband, his eyes WIDTH with surprise.

. Klaus had joined the Hitler Youth not because he wanted to, but because German boys — and their
families — were ASHAME and TREAT if they didn’t.

. They spilled into the streets, and the few policemen on the Malecon were quickly
OVERWHELMING.

Some people fled from the CHAOTIC, but more people raced toward it, and Isabel ran with

them.
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10
11

12

13

14
15

16

17

18
19

. People caught CRITIC Fidel Castro were thrown into jail and never heard from again.

. High above her, Isabel saw people climbing out onto the big ELECTIFIEDsign hanging from
the side of a tourist hotel, and it gave her an idea.

. At a command from the leader, they pushed forward into the crowd, arresting RIOT and hitting
them with WOOD batons.

. Luis pulled the ANGER (angry) policeman away, just long enough to give Isabel a WORRY
look over his shoulder.

. The MELODY ethereal voice of the mu adhdhin praising Allah and calling everyone to prayer.

. He had to pour water over his hands using the plastic jugs his mother had hauled from the
NEIGHBOR well.

. Mahmoud was just starting a new EQUATE when he heard a sound, a roar like a hot wind rising
outside.

. By not he knew how the COME missile sounded like.

. Mahmoud couldn’t draw a BREATHE.

. He flailed WILD at the debris, digging and scratching at the WRECK like he could somehow

claw his way back to a place where there was air.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) JIronu 06X0auJM iX CTOPOHOI0, 60 OOSITHCS BTPATUTH CBOE MICIIE.
2) Konu BiH mobauuB conjarta, cepue 3aBMepJio.

3) Moro o6am4ust 36.1i,10, KOJH BiH IIOUYB HAKa3.

4) Bin 3po3yMiB, 110 OyB AypHeM, JOBIPSIOUU UM JIFOJISIM.

5) k1o BoHM cIpOOYIOTh YTEKTH, JOBEIETHCS 3AIUIATHTH 32 1€ WiHY.
6) Konu novanucs 3aBopyIeHHs, ¢BiT Hi0ON 3007keBOJIiB.

7) ConpaariB Oys0 CTIJIBKH, 10 BOHU CTOSUIM T'YCTO OJMH 01 OJJHOTO.
8) Lle OyJs1a ocTaHHSI KPaMJisi — MICJIS [IbOTO BOHU BUPIIIMIN MTOKUHYTH KyOy.
9) Cepen xaocy BoHa HapeIlTi modavnsia CBOro OaThKa.

10) Bonu mpisuiu 3aaummtu Ky0y 1 moyatu Bce 3HOBY.

11) Jlynki BUOYXHu po3HOCHIIMCS 3pyHHOBAaHUMU BYJIHUIISIMH.

12) Bin imoB, sx 30M0i, He MOMiYal04YM HIY0T0 HABKOJIO.

13) Kounu BiH no0a4yuB pyiHH, OAUX PANITOBO NEPEXONUJIO.

14) TloBiTps Oysi0 MOBHE MUY, 1UXaTH OyJI0 Maii’ke HEMOXKITUBO.

15) €aune, mo MaJjio 3HaAYEHHS, — II€ BPATYBATH CIM10.
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V. Detailed Comprehension

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Describe the significance of the Star of David armbands that Josef and his family wear during
their journey. How do they affect their experience at the railway station?

What are the reasons Josef's family is traveling to Cuba, and what challenges do they face in
leaving Germany?

How does Josef feel about his identity as a Jew, especially in light of his experiences at school
with his teacher and classmates?

What internal conflict does Josef experience when he decides to remove his armband and walk
into the "German" part of the train?

What is the outcome of Josef's encounter with the Hitler Youth boy in the dining car, and what
does it suggest about the dangers faced by Jewish people during this time?

Describe the setting of the riot. What specific actions did the crowd take, and how did Isabel
react to the chaos around her?

What motivates Isabel to leave her grandfather and search for her father during the riot? How
does her determination reflect her character?

How does the relationship between Isabel and her grandfather, Lito, influence her actions
during the riot? Provide specific examples from the text.

What significant event occurs when Isabel is on the car hood, and how does this moment
affect the situation for her father?

Discuss the role of the police in the riot. How do their actions contribute to the overall
atmosphere of chaos and fear in the scene?

What does Mahmoud do immediately after he hears the adhan, and what does this indicate
about his family's routine?

Describe the events that unfold when Mahmoud hears the sound of the incoming missile. How
does he react, and what happens to the apartment?

What kind of impact has the war had on Mahmoud’s mother, Fatima? Provide examples from
the text to support your answer.

How does Mahmoud’s experience of the missile attack illustrate the chaos and destruction of
his environment? What details in the text emphasize this?

What are Mahmoud's immediate priorities after the explosion, and how does his situation
reflect the broader themes of survival and family in a war-torn setting?

Describe the emotional state of the characters in these chapters. Analyze how the events

impact their feelings and decisions.
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17. How do family dynamics influence the characters' journeys? Discuss the relationships within
families and how they affect their actions.

18. What role does fear play in the decision-making process for the characters? Explore how fear
motivates or hinders their choices.

19. What does the term “refugee experience” encompass based on these chapters? Define the
complexities involved in being a refugee.

20. How do the characters cope with loss and trauma? Discuss their coping mechanisms and
support systems.

21. What sacrifices do the characters make in these chapters? Identify what they give up in pursuit

of safety and survival.

Extra Activities
Reflection Writing: Write a personal reflection on what it means to seek safety and how it
relates to the characters’ experiences.

Art Project: Create a poster that represents the themes of hope and resilience found in the

chapters.
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Circle 3 (pp. 24-33).

I

Vocabulary

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

to stammer (vb.): to speak with involuntary pauses or repetitions, often due to nervousness
or fear, resulting in difficulty expressing thoughts clearly.

pennants (n.): long, tapering flags, typically used for decoration or signaling, often seen
fluttering in the wind during celebrations or events.

to hunker (vb.): to crouch or squat down, often to hide or to prepare for action, conveying a
sense of urgency or caution.

eager (adj.): having a keen interest or enthusiasm for something; showing a strong desire to
do or achieve something quickly.

welts (n.): raised, red areas on the skin caused by injury, often appearing after a strike or
impact that leaves the skin swollen and irritated.

to disinfect (vb.): to clean an area or object with a substance that kills bacteria or viruses,
used here to prevent infection in a wound.

to languish (vb.): to suffer, deteriorate, or remain in a difficult situation for a long period,
often feeling neglected or abandoned.

rambling (adj.): speaking or writing in a lengthy, confused, or aimless way, often including
unrelated details.

to riot (vb.): take part in violent, often chaotic public protests or demonstrations, typically
expressing anger about a social or political issue.

to churn (vb.): a turbulent or violent stirring movement, often used to describe a feeling of
Intense nervousness or unease, as if the stomach is in motion.

pier (n.): a structure extending out from the shore into a body of water, often used for docking
boats or as a platform for fishing and other water activities.

mouser (n.): a cat trained or used to catch mice, often prized for its ability to keep areas free
of rodents.

missile strikes (n.): explosive weapons launched over long distances, causing massive
destruction upon impact.

debris (n.): scattered pieces of broken objects, often from buildings, resulting from damage
or destruction.

to evacuate (vb.): to leave a dangerous place quickly for safety; usually done during

emergencies.
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16. rubble (n.): fragments and remains of a building or structure that has collapsed, typically
found after explosions or natural disasters.
17. stunned (adj.): shocked or overwhelmed, often due to an unexpected event, making it hard

to react or think clearly.

II. Allusions and idioms

Nuremberg Laws: implied in the story, these were Nazi racial laws that targeted Jews, influencing

why Josef and his family are treated so harshly.

Gestapo: the secret police of Nazi Germany, responsible for the persecution and surveillance of
suspected political dissidents and enemies of the state, often using brutal methods and instilling fear

among the population.

El Malecon: the famous Havana seawall where Isabel watches the waves and dreams of leaving

Cuba, symbolizing her hopes for a better life in the U.S.

Marielitos: refers to Cuban refugees from the Mariel Boatlift in 1980. Isabel’s journey evokes
memories of this event in Cuban-American history.
Syrian Civil War: the ongoing conflict serves as a backdrop for Mahmoud’s journey, affecting every

part of his life and forcing his family to flee.

Turkish border: represents a destination for many Syrian refugees trying to escape the war, adding

a real-world geographical context to Mahmoud’s escape.

""A sinking feeling': Josef’s fear when realizing that he and his family are no longer safe.

“Threw his arms around” - This expression means to hug someone tightly, often in an emotional

context, indicating relief, love, or affection.

“Shook his head” : this idiom signifies disagreement or a negative response, often used to convey

disbelief or concern.

“Make a break for it”: this phrase means to attempt to escape quickly from a situation, especially

when in danger.
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“Closing in”: this idiom means feeling trapped or surrounded, often by circumstances that are

overwhelming or threatening.

"Lie low': to avoid attention or keep a low profile, especially when in trouble or in a risky situation.

"Stand in their way": to prevent or obstruct someone from doing something they want or need to
do.

""Heart had been ripped out of her chest" : to feel intense emotional pain or sorrow.

""Make things worse'': to exacerbate a situation or cause further problems.

"My heart soared": to feel sudden happiness or relief.

"Caught him at dinner": to interrupt someone while they are in the middle of a meal.

"Insides churning like a waterspout" : to feel extreme anxiety or nervousness.

"Heart was racing': Mahmoud’s heart was beating very quickly, often due to stress or excitement.

"Alive but empty': describing Waleed's eyes as "alive but empty" suggests he is physically

unharmed but emotionally numb or in shock. This expression indicates a disconnect, as though he’s

physically present but mentally affected by the trauma.

"Run for their lives": when Mahmoud yells for his family to "Run!" he means that their lives are

in immediate danger, so fleeing is necessary for survival.

"Stomach twisted into knots': Mahmoud feels his "stomach twisted into knots" when he worries
about his father's safety, meaning he is extremely anxious or nervous. This idiom reflects the physical

response to intense worry or fear.
"Felt like he could fly": when Mahmoud sees his father alive, he "felt like he could fly," meaning

he felt immense relief and happiness. This expression captures the overwhelming joy he feels, almost

as if he’s weightless.
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II1. General Comprehension

1. What significant events occur in these chapters? Identify key moments that drive the plot
forward.

2. How do the characters' experiences in these chapters reflect the broader themes of the
novel? What challenges do the characters face in their journeys during these chapters?

Discuss the obstacles and dangers encountered by each character.
IV. Vocabulary Work
1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

Ha 04l HAaBEPHYJIHUCS CIIbO3H — TIJILKU HE TYT, HE 3apa3, HE TaK — KWHYTHUCS TIKaTH, CIPOOYBaTH
MIPOPBATHCS — HE BIJICTABATH BiJl KOTOCH — I1€ IMacTKa / OOMaH — 3aKiHYMJIACh iXKa — 3aTaiTHCS,
nepeuekaTy — HiOu BUpBaiu cepie (Bix 000, po3navy) — BIagHATH 1I€, 3HAUTH PIIICHHS —
3aTaMyBaTH MOAMX — 030yTHCS A3BOHY Y ByXaX — HEPYXOMHUI, SIK CTaTysl — BKPUTHH MTHIIOM

1 KpOB’10 — BUPYIIUTH, IPSMYyBaTH (Ha MiBHIY) — TOTOBI MU YH Hi

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

2RO S

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1)« , we have to go,” his mother whispered, taking his hand.

2) “Don’t trust them,” his mother said. “ 7

3) “If we sell the car, we can before the border closes,” Mahmoud’s father said.
4) “No,” he whispered. “ .” He clenched his fists and tried to stay calm.

5) “The engine’s broken,” Luis said. “But I can before nightfall.”

6) “We have to until things quiet down,” Isabel’s grandfather said quietly.

7) Everyone as the coast guard’s light swept across the water.

8) His brother sat next to him, , unable to move or speak.

9) Josef tried to his father, but the crowd was too thick and loud.

10) Mahmoud shook his head, trying to after the explosion.

11) Survivors stumbled out of the ruins, , crying for help.

12) The guards were distracted for a moment; it was their only chance to
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

13) They had been at sea for days, and they began to realize they had completely

14) When Josef saw what they had done to his father, , but he forced himself not to
cry.

15) When she heard the news about the baby, Isabel felt like she had

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. He stood taller, tugged at the bottom of his brown shirt to STRAIGHT it, then turned and

marched away.

He stayed there the rest of the trip, his armband SECURITY in place and as VISION as possible.
Hundreds of people were already on board, milling around under COLOR FLUTTER pennants
and waving to friends and family down on the docks.

A sign that they EVENTUAL get to America.

A shabby-looking man stumbled out from behind the crates and luggage piled up on the dock,
and Ruthie screamed. Josef jumped, and his mother took a FRIGHT step back.

The shabby man who had lurched from the shadows like an ESCAPE from a MENTALITY
asylum.

His thick brown hair and beard had been shaved off, and his head and face were covered with
SCRAGSG stubble.

He pulled the family with him into the stacks of crates, and Josef tried to keep up with him as he
darted from place to place, dodging IMAGE enemies.

He treated them like REALITY passengers.

The room was SPOT, the bed linens were FRESH laundered, and the hand towels were pressed
and NEAT stacked.

Papi hissed as she INFECT them with the iodine.

If Cuban refugees were caught at sea with ‘wet feet’, they were sent to the US NAVY base at
Guantanamo Bay, at the SOUTH end of Cuba.

He wore the same thing he did every time he was on television — a green MILITANT jacket and
flat round cap — and set behind a row of microphones.

Castro CONDEMNATION the VIOLATE that had broken out on the Malecon, blaming the US
agents.

We cannot continue guarding the boarders of the United States while they send CIA to
INSTIGATION riots in Havana.

The world calls the Cuban government CRUELTY and HUMANITY.
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17. We are SUSPENSION all obstacles so that those who wish to leave Cuba may do so
LEGALITY, once and for all.

18. Isabel’s father and grandfather yelled at each other about DICTATORSHIP and FREE and
families and RESPONSIBLE.

19. The fisherman eyed the cat SUSPICION.

20. He hurried across the room, his ankles turning PAIN on broken bits of wall.

21. Waleed’s eyes were LIFE, but empty.

22. Mahmoud grabbed the railing to steady himself and waited a long, BREATH moment to see if
the stairs were going to collapse.

23. The whole front had collapsed, and Mahmoud felt like he was looking into a GIGANTIC
dollhouse.

24. More IMPORTANCE, we have our lives.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Komu Mo3ed noGauus 6aTbka, Ha 04i iioMy HaBepHYJIHCS CIILO3H, ajle BiH CTPHMABCS, 00
HE 3aIlJIakaTH.

2) «Hi, TiibKH He TYT, He 3apa3, He TaK», — IPOIIENOTIB BiH, HAMAraluuch HE BUAATU
CTpaxy.

3) BapToBi Ha MuTh BinBepHymHcs, i Flozed 3po3yMiB, 10 HACTAB MOMEHT MPOPBATHCH.

4) Xnonuuk HamaraBcsl He BiACTaBaTH BiJ TaTa, ajie HATOBI HOro po3ailIUB.

5) «Ile macTka, — nonepeauna Mmama. — He Bip imy».

6) Ixni 3anacu 3akiHdyBammcs, i BOHH 3pO3yMiJIH, IO KA CKiHYH/IACS.

7) «Ham TpeOa 3aTaiTHcs 1 UeKaTu TEMPSIBI», — MPOLIETIOTIB AiAych [3a0es.

8) Bona Binguyna, HiIOM ilf BUpBaJIM ceple, KOJIU 100avynsa, sK YOBEH TOHE.

9) «He xBuumoiics, s 3M0Ky BUIIPABUTH 1€ JI0 CBITaHKY», — cKa3as Jlyic.

10) Bci 3aTamyBajiu noAnX, KOJIM MOYYJIH 3BYK JIBUTYHA MTOOIU3Y.

11) Maxmyn moxuTaB TOJI0BOI0, HAMAraroyuch Mo30yTHcs A3BOHY Y ByXax ITiciisi BUOYXY.

12) Horo 6par cuzi HepyXoMo, IK CTATYS, He IPOMOBHBIIY aHi CJI0BA.

13) Jlrogu Bubiranu 3 OyAMHKIB, BKPUTI NHJIOM i KPOB’10, 1 Oaraiy npo J0moMory.

14) «Mu npogamMo MallIMHYy 1 BAPYLIMMO Ha MiBHIY, TTOKH I1I€ MOKEMO», — CKa3aB 0aThKO.

15) «I'oToBi MU 4M Hi, ajie MAaEMO WTHUY», — TPOIIEMIOTLIA MaMa.
V. Detailed Comprehension

1. What event prompted Josef to encounter the Hitler Youth and the Gestapo, and how did he
feel about it?
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2. Describe the condition of Josef’s father, Aaron Landau, when he is reunited with the family.
What physical changes does he exhibit?

3. What does Josef's mother say when they first meet his father at the docks? How does her
demeanor reflect her feelings about the situation?

4. What warning does Aaron give to his family once they are close to boarding the MS St. Louis,
and what does this indicate about his mental state?

5. How do the sailors and the overall atmosphere on the ship differ from the treatment the family
has received in Germany? What significance does this hold for Josef?

6. What event triggers Isabel’s father’s decision to leave Cuba, and why is he so determined to
go despite the dangers?

7. How does the "Wet Foot, Dry Foot" policy affect the choices of Isabel’s family and other
Cubans trying to flee to the United States?

8. How do the interactions between Isabel’s father and grandfather reflect the different
viewpoints on leaving Cuba? What are each of their perspectives?

9. What sacrifice does Isabel make to obtain gasoline, and what does this show about her
commitment to her family’s plan?

10. Why is it significant that Isabel's mother is very pregnant, and how does this add to the
urgency and complexity of their situation?

11. What does Mahmoud see after the missile strike, and how does he react upon finding his
brother, Waleed?

12. How does Mahmoud’s mother ensure the family has some essential supplies, and why is this
significant to their situation?

13. Describe how Mahmoud’s family escapes their collapsing building and the dangers they face
while leaving.

14. What plan does Mahmoud’s father propose after the destruction of their home, and how does
Mahmoud’s mother respond to this plan?

15. Why does Mahmoud’s father choose Germany as their destination, and what concerns does

the family have about the journey?

Extra Activities

Vocabulary Challenge: Create a vocabulary quiz using the key terms from Chapters VII-
IX. Include definitions, sentences, and matching activities to reinforce understanding and

usage of the vocabulary in context.
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Circle 4 (pp. 34-41).
I. Vocabulary

1. asylum (n.): protection granted to individuals in a foreign country due to persecution or fear
of persecution in their home country.

2. trauma (n.): a deeply distressing or disturbing experience, often related to severe emotional

shock.

tension (n.): mental or emotional strain; a state of being stretched tight.

makeshift (adj.): serving as a temporary substitute; sufficient for the time being.

resilience (n.): the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.

perilous (adj.): full of danger or risk.

determination (n.): firmness of purpose; resoluteness.

to grapple (vb.): to struggle with or work hard to deal with something.

° © N kW

displaced (adj.): forced to leave one’s country or home, often due to war or disaster.
10. chaos (n.): complete disorder and confusion.

11. heart-wrenching (adj.): emotionally painful or distressing.
I1. Allusions and idioms

The SS St. Louis: the ship Josef and his family board, a real ship that carried Jewish refugees to Cuba
in 1939 but was tragically turned away. This historical reference adds poignancy to Josef’s journey

and foreshadows the hardships they’ll face.

The Cuban Rafters" (Balseros): the people who fled Cuba on homemade rafts in the 1990s. Isabel’s

family’s journey mirrors these risky attempts to reach the United States.

Raul Castro: mention of Fidel Castro’s brother, who represents the continued Communist regime in

Cuba, highlighting the lack of change and the oppressive conditions in Isabel’s country.

UN Refugee Camp'': mentioned later in Mahmoud’s story, the camp represents both a haven and a

difficult reality for displaced people.

"barely holding it together": describes Josef’s father’s mental and emotional instability, reflecting

his traumatic experiences in concentration camps.
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"walking on eggshells': to be very cautious in order to avoid upsetting someone. Josef’s family is
walking on eggshells around his father due to his fragile mental state, influenced by his past trauma

in the concentration camps. This idiom emphasizes the delicate situation and the need for sensitivity.

"a lump in her throat': Isabel feels a mix of fear, excitement, and sadness as she realizes the dangers

of their journey and the family they are leaving behind.

"caught between a rock and a hard place': to be in a difficult situation where there are no easy
choices. Isabel and her family are faced with the perilous decision of whether to risk their lives on a
makeshift boat or remain in Cuba under oppressive conditions. This idiom illustrates their desperate

predicament.

"bite the bullet": to face a difficult or unpleasant situation with courage. Isabel must bite the bullet
and take the risks associated with their escape, despite her fears. It conveys her resolve to confront

the challenges ahead.

"life hanging by a thread'': describes the precarious and dangerous journey that Mahmoud’s family

faces, with their lives constantly at risk.

"a double-edged sword": a situation that has both positive and negative consequences. Mahmud’s
decision to leave Aleppo represents a double-edged sword; while it offers a chance for safety, it also
brings uncertainty and loss. This idiom underscores the complexity of his situation.

"throw in the towel": to give up or admit defeat. Mahmud’s family struggles against the
overwhelming chaos and despair of their circumstances. The thought of throwing in the towel
represents the temptation to surrender in the face of insurmountable challenges, but they continue to
fight for survival.

""a heavy heart": feeling sadness or sorrow, often because of a difficult situation.

"a glimmer of hope': a small sign or feeling that something positive may happen, especially in a

difficult situation.

""to bear the brunt': to endure the worst part or impact of something unpleasant.
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II1. General Comprehension

How do the characters' experiences reflect the broader themes of fear and hope in the
context of seeking refuge?

In what ways do resilience and determination play crucial roles in Isabel’s journey?

How does the trauma experienced by Josef’s family shape their interactions and decisions as

they face uncertainty?

IV. Vocabulary Work

1.

S oA W

Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

CTPUMYBATH CBOE XBWJIIOBAHHS — CIOBHEHUM TPUBOTU — YMTATH OJIaroCIOBEHHS — CKPyTHE
CTaHOBMILE — OYYTTs O€3MEeKH — BIAMNOBIAATH 32 — PO3KJIaIaTH 1Ky Ta HaIoi — BUIACTH 3
YOBHA — TPUMATHUCS 32 — BTUCHYTHCH Mi)K HUMH — IIPOJIOBKYBATH XMYPUTHCS — OTPUMYBATH

JIOTTYCK /10 —3aXOBaHUM B — MEPEIIOBHEHHI — ITH B HOTY.

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.

Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.

Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.
Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) A big wave hit the small boat, and one of the passengers almost

2) After hours in line, Mahmoud’s family finally managed Turkey.

3) For the first time in months, Mahmoud felt inside the refugee camp.

4) Isabel screamed for her father the side of the boat.

5) Isabel’s mother was as the waves rocked their small boat.

6) Josef tried when he saw his father return from the doctor’s cabin.

7) Josef’s father told him he would his little sister while on the ship.

8) Josef’s mother , even when the others tried to cheer her up.

9) Mahmoud his brother and mother as they tried to fit inside the
crowded tent.

10) Mahmoud and the other refugees walked quickly to the rest of the
group.

11) Mahmoud’s family often found themselves after leaving their home.
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10.

1.
12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

12) The families gathered together to for the Sabbath celebration.

13) The family’s money was a pocket under Father’s shirt.
14) The rabbi stood at the front of the ship and began before the meal.
15) The streets of the refugee camp were people selling food and clothes.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. Everyone on the crew had treated Josef and his family with KIND and respect, despite his father’s

REPEAT warnings that all Germans were out to get them.

They were all going to Cuba to escape the Nazis, and now that they were finally away from the
THREATEN and VIOLENT that followed them everywhere in Germany, there was singing and
dancing and LAUGH.

A bar mitzvah was the ceremony at which the boy OFFICIAL became a man under JEW law.
It was night, and a WANE moon peeked out from behind SCATTER clouds.

She panicked, her worst FEARFUL come true, and SUDDEN a blinding light lit her up.

The others had already lifted the boat up out of the sand and were lurching toward the sound of
the CRASH waves.

There were IFLATE rafts.

She was almost to Papi’s STRETCH eyes when she saw her father’s eyes go WIDTH.

In some places, women were being STONE and KILL for not covering up their ENTITY bodies,
especially in areas controlled by Daesh — what the rest of the world called ISIS.

Daesh thought they were fighting the FINALITY war of the apocalypse, and anyone who didn’t
agree with their twisted PERVET of Islam were infidels who should have their heads cut off.

A JAG (jagged) line of real bullet holes BISECT Asaad’s face.

In the seat behind him, Walled sat up straight next to his open window, MOVE (unmoving) and
FAZE.

The question was as DANGER as the gun.

He was DUST an smelled like he had not had a bath in months, and the HOT of the road radiated
off him and his rifle like a stove.

Mahmoud found the COURAGEOUS to grab Waleed by the arm, drag him over the SIT, and
dive headfirst out the door.

Mahmoud’s father waited for another LULLABY in the shooting, and then they all hurried away

from the car, leaving everything else they owned behind.
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8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) o3ed Hamarapcs CTPHMYBATH CBO€E XBHJIIOBAHHSI, KOJIH T06AUMB JTiKapsL.
2) Icabenp OyJia cOBHEHA TPUBOTH, KOJIM YOBEH MIOYAB XUTATHUCH.

3) PaOwn mouyaB yMTaTH 0J1ar0CJI0BEHHS TIEPE]l BEUEPEIO.

4) Popuna onmuHHUIACS B CKPYTHOMY CTAaHOBMILI O€3 rporei i ixi.

5) Hapemti Maxmyz BiidyB no4yTTs 0e3MeKH, Koiau modbayns Geper.

6) Mosed 6yB BiAMOBIiIAIBLHHUM 32 CBOIO MAJICHBKY CECTPY I1iJ] 4aC TIOLOPOXKi.
7) Martu nonomorsa po3KJIacTH i’Ky Ta HANOI 1)1 TOCTEH.

8) Xswis Oyna Taka CUiIbHA, 110 [BaH Maiike BUIIAB 3 YOBHA.

9) Icabenp kpuyasa 0aTPKOBI TPHMATHCA 32 Kpaii YOBHA.

10) Maxmyay 1oBeI0CSI BTHCHYTHCh MisK HUMM, 1100 3HAWTH TPOXHU MICIIS.
11) Batbko Mo3eda npooBxyBaB XMyPHTHCSI, HABiTh KOJIM BCi CBATKYBAIIH.
12) PoauHi B1amocss OTpMMATH J0MYCK 10 TaOOPy MICIIs JOBTUX MEPEBIPOK.
13) 'pomri Oynu 3axoBaHi B KHIIEHI ITi7] COPOYKOIO.

14) Tab6ip 6ikeH11iB OyB NMepernoBHEHUI IO IbMU.

15) Maxmy i1110B MIBUAKO, 1100 iTH B HOTY 3 1HIIUMHU.
V. Detailed Comprehension

1. What challenges does Josef's family face as they seek asylum from the Nazi regime?

2. How does the trauma experienced by Josef's father influence his behavior and interactions

with his family?

3. Describe the atmosphere on the ship as the family approaches Cuba. What emotions do they

experience?

4. In what ways does the theme of hope manifest for Josef and his family in this chapter?

5. How do external factors, such as political tensions or public opinions, impact Josef's family

during their journey?

6. What does the makeshift boat symbolize in Isabel's journey, and how does it reflect her

family's circumstances?

7. How does Isabel's determination help her family overcome obstacles during their escape?

8. Describe a perilous moment in Isabel's journey and the decisions her family has to make in

that situation.

9. In what ways does the chapter illustrate the concept of resilience among Isabel and her family

members?

10. How do the experiences of Isabel’s family parallel those of other refugee families in the story?
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11. What specific struggles does Mahmud face as he grapples with the impact of war on his
family?

12. How does the chapter depict the chaos of fleeing from Aleppo, and what are its effects on
Mahmud and his family?

13. Discuss the emotional weight of the heart-wrenching decisions Mahmud has to make. What
factors influence his choices?

14. How does the experience of being displaced affect Mahmud's sense of identity and belonging?

15. In what ways does this chapter highlight the broader theme of survival in the context of

conflict and displacement?

Extra Activities

Creative Writing: Write a diary entry from the perspective of one of the characters reflecting
on their hopes and fears during their journey.

Artistic Response: Create a visual timeline that depicts the journey of one character,
illustrating key events and emotions they experience.

Role Play: In pairs, enact a scene where characters from the story discuss their dreams for the

future and the obstacles they face in achieving them.
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Circle 5 (pp.42-50).

I

Vocabulary
1. turmoil (n.): a state of great disturbance, confusion, or uncertainty.
2. to beckon (vb.): make a gesture to encourage someone to come closer or follow.
3. scarcely (adv.): barely; only just.
4. stifling (adj.): very hot or oppressive, making it difficult to breathe.
5. perseverance (n.): persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving

A e

success.

to gnaw (vb.): to cause persistent worry or distress.

serenity (n.): the state of being calm, peaceful, and untroubled.
menacing (adj.): suggesting the presence of danger; threatening.

indignation (n.): anger or annoyance provoked by what is perceived as unfair treatment.

. wavering (adj.): becoming unsteady or uncertain.

. empathy (n.): the ability to understand and share the feelings of another.
. haphazard (adj.): lacking any obvious order or planning..

. reluctantly (adv.): unwillingly or hesitantly.

. treacherous (adj.): dangerously unstable and unpredictable.

. to falter (vb.): hesitate or waver in action, purpose, or speech.
I1. Allusions and idioms

Gestapo: the Nazi secret police, notorious for their brutality, symbolize the constant threat Josef’s

family feels from the regime.

Third Reich: Hitler’s regime, under which the Nazis aim to establish a “pure” German state,

emphasizing the nationalism and hatred that force Josef’s family to flee.

Gulf Stream: the strong Atlantic current between Cuba and the U.S., which refugees like Isabel’s
family must cross, adding realism to their perilous journey.
The Bahamas: mentioned as a close yet unreachable destination for many Cuban refugees,

symbolizing a stepping stone to freedom that is often denied.

Lesbos, Greece: a destination for many Syrian refugees traveling by sea, marking the beginning of a

possible safe route into Europe for Mahmoud’s family.
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The EU: The European Union, representing a safer haven and the hope of asylum for refugees like

Mahmoud, despite its own challenges with the crisis.

""He broke out in a cold sweat': Josef’s fear when he witnesses the harsh treatment on the ship,

realizing the dangers even outside Germany.

'""He was a bundle of nerves"': refers to the palpable tension and fear among Isabel’s family members

as they face dangers on the open sea.

"Nerves were frayed': illustrates the exhaustion and stress on Mahmoud’s family as they journey

to safety, always fearing for their lives.

II1. General Comprehension

What challenges do the characters face in these chapters, and how do they respond to them?
How does the setting in these chapters impact the mood and the characters’ actions?
What evidence can you find that demonstrates the themes of hope or resilience in these

chapters?

IV. Vocabulary Work

1.

AU S

1) A big wave hit the small boat, and one of the passengers almost

Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

CTPUMYBATH CBOE XBUJIIOBAHHS — CIOBHEHUI TPUBOTH — YNTATH OJIArOCIOBEHHS — CKPYTHE
CTAHOBHIIE — MOYYTTs OE3MEeKH — BIJIMOBIIATH 32 — PO3KJIAJATH 1Ky Ta HAroi — BUMACTH 3
YOBHA — TPUMATHCS 32 — BTUCHYTHCHh MK HUMH — IIPOJIOBKYBATH XMYPUTHUCS — OTPUMYBATH

AOITYCK 10 —3aXOBaHUU B — HepeHOBHeHI/Iﬁ —ITH B HOTY.

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.

Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.

Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.
Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.
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2) After hours in line, Mahmoud’s family finally managed Turkey.

3) For the first time in months, Mahmoud felt inside the refugee camp.
4) Isabel screamed for her father the side of the boat.

5) Isabel’s mother was as the waves rocked their small boat.

6) Josef tried when he saw his father return from the doctor’s cabin.

7) Josef’s father told him he would his little sister while on the ship.
8) Josef’s mother , even when the others tried to cheer her up.

9) Mahmoud his brother and mother as they tried to fit inside the

crowded tent.

10) Mahmoud and the other refugees walked quickly to the rest of the
group.

11) Mahmoud’s family often found themselves after leaving their home.

12) The families gathered together to for the Sabbath celebration.

13) The family’s money was a pocket under Father’s shirt.

14) The rabbi stood at the front of the ship and began before the meal.

15) The streets of the refugee camp were people selling food and clothes.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

1. It was the day Josef would leave his CHILD behind and become a man, he could hardly contain
his EXCITED.

2. He was CARE not to show his EAGER in front of his father, however.

3. What would once have been a happy occasion in the Landau home was now fraught with
ANXIOUS, thanks to hos father’s paranoia.

4. Inall the times he’d dreamed of this day, his father had always been there to recite a BLESS with
him.

5. Itseems APPROPRIATE for such a sacred moment to be celebrated in the PRESENT of Hitler.

6. There were many hands to shake and many CONGRATULATE after the ceremony, but it was
all a BLURRED to Josef.

7. A bar mitzvah alone didn’t make him an adult. Being RESPONSIBILITY did.

8. The lights of Havana had faded to a speck on the HORIZONTAL behind them, and they had left
the other boats behind.

9. Luis’s girlfriend gasped and then suddenly exploded with LAUGH.

10. Fight against the POSSIBILITY and win.

11. It was a constant refrain in Castro’s LONG speeches.
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12
13
14
15

16.

17
18

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.
25.

. Do you know what the greatest FAIL are?
. She had FLAW olive skin, long black hair, and full red lips.
. No more getting thrown in jail for AGREE with the government.
. He stood in a long line with his family, waiting at the boarder to gain ADMIT into Turkey, near
the city of Kilis.

Around then were COUNT more Syrian families, all hoping to be let in.
. They were walking north to Turkey, to SAFE.
. Now they were in line with him, all those hundreds of people and thousands more, and they
weren’t VISION anymore.

After what seemed like an ETERNAL of looking over their papers, the boarder guard finally
stapled temporary visas onto their passports and let them through.

A man in the group we walked with gave me the name of a SMUGGLE who can get us from
Turkey to Greece.

For him a smuggler meant LEGAL, and illegal meant DANGER.

Once you were in one of the EU countries like Greece or Hungary or Germany, you could
APPLICATION for asylum and be granted official refugee status.

After Aleppo — the near-constant gunfire and EXPLODE, punctuated by the OPPRESSION
quiet of an entire city trying their hardest not to draw ATTENTIVE to themselves — this place
felt LIFE, even if it was dusty and cramped.

It was a MARRIED procession, Mahmoud realized.

The spell of HAPPY (happiness) and SAFE (safety) was momentarily broken by the FORGET
memories of the CHAOTIC they had just escaped.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Mosed HamaraBcs CTPUMYBATH CBOE XBHIIOBAHHS, KOJTH 00AUMB JTiKaps.
2) IcaGenp Oyna cnoBHeHA TPMBOI'M, KOJIM YOBEH I10YaB XUTATHUCS.

3) PaOun modaB yuTATH 0JIAr0CJI0BEHHS TIEpE]] BEUEPEIO.

4) PoauHa onuHMIACS B CKPYTHOMY CTaHOBHILI Oe3 rpomei 1 xi.

5) Hapemrti Maxmy[ BiidyB mo4yTTsl 0e3MeKH, KoJau mobayus Oeper.

6) Vozed Gys BiANMOBIIAILHUM 32 CBOIO MAJICHBKY CECTPY IiJl 4aC MOIOPOXKi.
7) Matu gomnoMoriia po3KJacTH i3y Ta HAMOI JIJIs TOCTEH.

8) XBuug Oyna Taka cuibHa, 1110 [BaH Maii’ke BUNIaB 3 YOBHA.

9) IcaGenp kpruana 6aTbKOBI TPHMATHCSA 32 Kpail YOBHA.

10) Maxmyny 1oBenocsi BTUCHYTHCH MisK HUMU, 100 3HANTH TPOXH MiCLIsl.

11) batbko Mo3eda npo1oBxkyBaB XMYPHTHCS, HAaBITh KOJIU BCl CBATKYBAJIH.
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12) Poguni Boanocst OTpUMATH JAOMYCK 10 TaOOPY IICIISI IOBTUX IEPEBIPOK.

13) I'porri Oysin 3ax0BaHi B KUILIEH] I11]] COPOUKOIO.

14) Tabip OixkeHuiB OyB NMepenoBHEHMIl JIIOJbMH.

15) Maxmy [ i10B MIBUAKO, 100 iTH B HOTY 3 1HIIIMMH.

V. Detailed Comprehension

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Why does Josef feel pressure to act as the man of the family?

What are the implications of Josef’s actions when he slaps his father on the face? How does
it impact their relationship?

Describe the emotions of the passengers on the St. Louis when they learn about their uncertain
future.

What does the scene at the ship's dance reveal about the passengers’ attempts to maintain
normalcy despite their situation?

How does the captain’s decision to avoid returning to Germany highlight the complex moral
dilemmas he faces?

What dangers does Isabel’s family face as they continue their journey on the boat?

Why does Isabel choose to dive into the water after the gasoline tank? What does this reveal
about her character?

How do the members of Isabel’s group respond to the challenges they encounter at sea?
Provide specific examples.

What role does hope play in Isabel’s family's decisions, especially in such dangerous
conditions?

Explain how nature (e.g., the storm and the shark) becomes a character in this chapter. What
does it symbolize?

How does Mahmoud’s decision to step out into the open and lead his family toward Turkey
show growth in his character?

What is the significance of the cell phone in Mahmoud’s journey? How does it serve as both
a lifeline and a symbol?

Why does Mahmoud reflect on Hana’s absence during their trek? How does this add
emotional weight to the narrative?

Describe the dynamics of Mahmoud’s family as they rely on one another to survive. What
does this reveal about their resilience?

How does Mahmoud’s encounter with other refugees illustrate the broader refugee crisis?

How does this affect his understanding of his own journey?
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Extra Activities

Research Assignment: Investigate Kristallnacht and the Nuremberg Laws to understand the
historical backdrop.

Create a timeline showing key events that led to the persecution of Jews in Nazi Germany.
Discussion/Reflection: Discuss the significance of humor in this chapter, such as the jokes
about Fidel Castro’s face and Lito’s piropos.

How does humor help the characters cope with fear and uncertainty?

Explore the significance of salsa music and the clave rhythm in Cuban culture.
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Circle 6 (pp.51-59).

I Vocabulary

1. gauges (n.): instruments used to measure and display information, such as pressure,
temperature, or speed.

2. to pursue (vb.): follow or chase with determination.

3. steward (n.): a person who serves passengers on a ship, train, or airplane, often responsible
for their comfort.
to sneer (vb.): show scorn or contempt, often with a mocking smile or tone.

to huddle (vb.): gather closely together, often for warmth or to discuss something privately.

4
5
6. lenient (adj.): permissive or not strict in enforcing rules or punishments.
7. conceivable (adj.): possible to imagine or understand; believable.

8. rhythm (n.): a regular repeated pattern of sound or movement.

9. to swap (vb.): exchange one thing for another.

10. drizzle (n.): light rain consisting of very small drops.

11. smuggler (n.): a person who moves goods or people illegally into or out of a country.
12. squatters (n.): people who live in a building or area without legal permission.

13. ominous (adj.): suggesting something bad or unpleasant is about to happen.

14. dubious (adj.): doubtful or uncertain; suspicious of something’s reliability or safety.
I1. Allusions and idioms

Nuremberg Laws: these were antisemitic laws in Nazi Germany that excluded Jews from German
citizenship and prohibited marriage or relations between Jews and non-Jews, contextualizing the

discrimination Josef’s family endures.

Freedom Flights: the organized airlift from Cuba to the United States during the Cold War, echoing

the risky, unofficial boat journeys refugees like Isabel take to escape oppression.

Erdogan: the Turkish president referenced later in Mahmoud’s journey, representing the policies and

debates within Turkey regarding the refugee crisis.

"Keep your head down"': an idiom meaning to avoid drawing attention, which is what Josef’s family

does to stay safe under Nazi rule.
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"Hold on for dear life'": used as Isabel’s boat faces turbulent waters, describing how the family

clings to the boat to avoid being thrown overboard.

"Living hand to mouth": a phrase describing Mahmoud’s family’s financial struggles and constant

need to move to survive, with little to no resources left for stability.

II1. General Comprehension

Why does Josef feel uneasy during the tour of the engine room, and how does the encounter

with Schiendick highlight the challenges his family faces, even on the St. Louis?
Lito expresses regret about leaving Cuba and shares his feelings about the country's history.

How do his reflections contrast with Isabel’s determination to continue their journey?

How does Mahmoud’s family cope with the challenges of finding shelter in Izmir, and what

does this situation reveal about the difficulties faced by refugees?

IV. Vocabulary Work

1.

AU S

1) A
2) A

Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

MMaHOPAMHUM OIJISiA — MPOCTOPI KAlOTH — CIOKIfHE MOpe — MOMYyTHUH BiTep — LIUIbHUN
KJIacTep — pyJIbOBE KOJIECO — OTBIp BiJ KyJl — MalllMHHE BIJIIJICHHS — BY3bKUH KOPHIOP —
Hanpy’>keHl MOMEHTH — TOBCTHH YOJIOBIK — MPOTIKAIOUUI KpaH — OJMCKydl aBTOMOOLI —

CKpYYEHHI MeTaa — BiIaJIEHUI TypKIT.

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.

Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.

Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.
Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

of passengers gathered near the railing to see what was happening.

stood near the door, blocking Josef’s way.
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10.

1.
12.

3) After the bombing, the streets were full of and smoke.

4) From the deck, Josef admired the of the ocean stretching endlessly around the
ship.

5) In the distance, Mahmoud could hear the of explosions growing closer.

6) Mahmoud walked carefully through the of the refugee shelter.

7) The captain stood firmly at the , giving calm orders to the crew.

8) The crew worked hard in the noisy and hot below deck.

9) The passengers were surprised by how were on the St. Louis.

10) The ship moved smoothly through the and everyone relaxed for a while.

11) The sound of a in the kitchen kept Isabel awake all night.

12) The sun reflected off the parked near the harbor.

13) The voyage was filled with when everyone feared what might happen next.

14) There was a in the wall, a reminder of the violence they had escaped.

15) With a behind them, they were making good speed toward Cuba.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

The captain looked SURPRISE, and then a little ANGER.

The captain pursed his lips and glanced MEAN at his first officer, who looked CONCERN.
We’re just making best POSSIBILITY speed because we have calm seas and a FOLLOW wind.
There were no portholes here, no SPACE cabins.

Josef had never been afraid of tight places before, the close living conditions made him EASILY.
Josef’s skin crawled, and he and the other kids looked at each other NERVOUSNESS.

Josef had heard “The horst WESSEL song” hundreds of times in the weeks following his father’s
ABDUCT.

It had gone NIGHT from an OBSCURITY song the Nazis sangat rallies to the OFFICIALLY
national anthem of Germany — and it was FRIGHTENED.

“The captain, ”Schiendick said, his voice dripping with APPROVE.

Josef clenched his fists, and his ears burned hot with FRUSTRATED and EMBARRASSED at
his HELP.

But the HATE had followed them even here, to the middle of the ocean.

The tour ended SOLEMN, and the officer returned them to the surface, being CARE to take
them back by a different route.

13. 1t drip-drip-dripped water onto Castro’s face at the bottom of the boat like a LEAK faucet.
14. The US airlifted POLITICS dissidents off the island.
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15. Born in the United Staes! It was almost CONCEIVE.
16. With Castro being LENIENCE right now, we won’t be punished for leaving.

17. Down past a PEBBLE brown beach, the Mediterranean Sea churned like a washing machine.

18. One of the street lamps flickered, giving the street an OMINOUSLY energy.
19. One of the boards blocking the door from TRESPASS had been ripped off, and they pushed their

way inside.

20. A few of the shops were lit up with lamps connected to EXTEND cords, and others burned

kerosene lamps and candles.

1
2)
3)
4)
S)
6)
7)
8)
9

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

3 manyOu BiKpUBABCS MAHOPAMHMIA OTJISIT MODSL.

Ha xopabui Oynu ayke mpocTopi KaloTH 175 MacaXupiB MEpIIOro KIacy.

[Tin yac miaBanHs OyJ0 cHOKiliHe MoOpe, 1 HIXTO HE MOPIIUBCS BiJl XBHIIb.
Kopabenp imoB mBHIIIE 3aBASKA MOMYTHOMY BiTpY.

Jlroau cTosui IBbHUM KJIACTEPOM OIS TIepHII, JUBJISIYMCH HA BOLTY.
Kamitan cTosB 01151 pyJIbOBOI0 KoJieca, yBaXHO AUBJISYUCH YIIEPE.

VY crini kabiHU BUIHIBCS OTBIp BiA KyJIi.

PoOGITHHKY CITyCKaIuCs 10 MAIIMHHOTO BiTijieHHs, 100 NIEpeBIpUTH JBHUTYH.

Bona #ina By3bKMM KOPHAOPOM, IIYKAOUH CBOIO Mamy.

10) Ha GopTy Tparuisuiucst Hanpy»eHi MOMEHTH, KOJIM Bci O0suInCs, 110 Kopabeb He BIYCTATh

y MOpT.

11) binsg nBepeit CTOSIB TOBCTHIA YOJIOBIK 1 III0CH CEPAUTO OYPMOTIB.

12) V BanHiii Ge3niepepBHO KanaB NPOTIKA4YMii KpPaH.

13) bins npuyany cTosuid 6JaMcKy4i aBTOMOOII, 1110 HaJIekKalll 3aMOKHUM TYPUCTaM.

14) Ilicns aBapii Ha 10pO31 3ATUIIMITUCS JHUILIE CKPYYeHHIi MeTaJ 1 yIIaMKU CKIIa.

15) BpanuHi 4yBcs BigaaJieHnid rypKiT rpoMy, nomnepekaody npo 0ypro.

V. Detailed Comprehension

What does Josef’s interaction with the German soldier reveal about his character and the
difficult choices he has to make?

How does Josef’s relationship with his father evolve in this chapter, especially in light of the
growing tensions on the ship?

What is the significance of the flashbacks to Josef’s life before the war, and how do they

contrast with his present situation?
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4. How does the arrival of the Nazi soldiers on the ship affect Josef and his family’s plans?

5. How do the themes of fear and courage emerge in this chapter, and what do they tell us about
the nature of survival?

6. What decision does Isabel make when her boat runs out of fuel? Why does she choose this
option?

7. How does Isabel feel about the storm that is approaching, and what are her fears for the
journey ahead?

8. What role does the character of the Cuban soldier play in this chapter, and how does he impact
Isabel’s situation?

9. How do Isabel and her family manage to keep the boat afloat despite the challenges they face?

10. What does Isabel’s determination to keep moving forward represent in the larger context of
the novel?

11. What challenges do Mahmoud and his family face when they try to cross into Turkey, and
how do they overcome them?

12. What is the significance of the scene where Mahmoud and his family encounter the police?
How does Mahmoud feel in this situation?

13. How does Mahmoud’s relationship with his younger brother Waleed evolve in this chapter?

14. Describe the role of the people Mahmoud meets during the journey. How do they help or
hinder him and his family?

15. How does Mahmoud’s experience in the refugee camp impact his view of safety and hope for

the future?

Extra Activities

Letter to a Character:
Students can write a letter to one of the characters, offering advice, support, or expressing their

feelings about the character’s situation. This activity encourages personal connection to the story.
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Circle 7 Tasks for Refugee, pp. 60-68

o

© =N oW

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

Vocabulary

. to flail (vb.): move in a wild or erratic way, often due to panic or confusion.

frantic (adj.): showing great fear, worry, or anxiety, often causing hurried or chaotic
behavior.

bulging (adj.): swollen or sticking out, usually due to pressure inside something.

haunted (adj.): having a troubled or tormented look, often reflecting deep emotional distress
or trauma.

sacrilege (n.): the violation or disrespect of something sacred or religious.

to quiver (vb.): tremble or shake, usually due to fear, anxiety, or cold.

mourners (n.): people who express sadness and grief, especially at a funeral.

sailcloth (n.): a type of strong, durable fabric used for sails, often used here to wrap a body
for burial at sea.

prow (n.): the front part of a ship or boat.

leviathan (n.): a large, powerful, and often overwhelming entity, used here to describe the
enormous tanker.

quail (vb.): to feel fear or dread; to shrink back in fear.

to sluice (vb.): move in a flow of water or liquid, often quickly or forcefully.

prow (n.): the front part of a ship or boat (repeated from Chapter XIX).

whine (n.): a high-pitched sound, often expressing discomfort, fear, or distress.

. to sputter (vb.): to make a series of short, explosive sounds, often from a malfunction or in

the middle of a struggle.

wits’ end (idiom): a state of being completely puzzled or out of ideas, often due to frustration
or hopelessness.

to flinch (vb.): to react with a sudden movement due to fear or pain.

freeloading (n.): taking advantage of others' resources without offering anything in return.
to bother (vb.): to disturb or annoy someone, often in an unwelcome way.

keffiyeh (n.): a traditional Middle Eastern headdress, usually made of a square piece of cloth

worn on the head.

II. Allusions and idioms

Havana Harbor: represents the potential safety and new beginning Josef and his family hope for,

contrasting with the challenges they actually face in Cuba.
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Mariel Boatlift: alluded to as a similar event, where Cuban refugees fled by sea to the U.S. This

historical migration parallels Isabel’s experience, adding context to their desperation.

Lesbos, Greece: a crucial entry point to Europe for Syrian refugees, indicating a new phase in

Mahmoud’s journey and representing hope, despite the challenges awaiting him there.

Dinghy boats: often used by refugees for dangerous crossings; the reference highlights the

instability and peril of such journeys.

"The last straw": refers to a tipping point for Josef’s family, encapsulating the culmination of

stress and hardship that may lead them to break.

""An uphill battle': used metaphorically to describe Isabel’s family’s difficult journey and the

obstacles they face in reaching freedom.

"Cross that bridge when we come to it": used by Mahmoud’s family to express that they’ll

face each challenge as it comes, given the unpredictability of their journey.

I1I. General Comprehension

1. How do the characters in Chapters XIX-XXI cope with the dangers and uncertainties they
face during their journey? Provide examples from the text that show how they react to the
situations around them.

2. What role does the setting play in the development of the plot in these chapters? How does
the environment influence the characters' actions and decisions?

3. In what ways do the characters' relationships with each other evolve in Chapters XIX-XXI?

Discuss any key moments where their interactions show growth, tension, or support.

IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

PO3Maxyo4H pyKaMH — CKaXKeH1/aH14H1 04l — BUPBAB PYKY — CXOIUTHU 3a PYKY — BUpPSYEHI

04l 3 HECTIOKIMHMM a00 3MyYE€HUM MOTJISIOM — 3aTPEMTITH BiJl CTpaxy — MOTYXHI XBUII,
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0 PO3JUBAIIMCSA HABCIOIY — HIC KOpaOJsi — HUTTSA — y po3Madl — 3APUTHYTUCS — XajsiBa

(TIepeH.): KOPUCTYBaHHS 4y>KUMHU pPECypcaMu, He IPOTMOHYIOYH HIYOTO HATOMICTb.

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

S & D

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) surrounded the boat after it hit the rocks.

2) Her mother was , not knowing what else to do.

3) Isabel could hear the of the wind through the cracks of the boat.
4) Josef when the man reached out to grab him.

5) Mahmoud and held on tightly as the boat rocked.

6) Ruthie when the Nazi shouted at her.

7) Some of the passengers accused others of and not helping.
8) The boy’s showed how terrified he was.

9) The child began to as the thunder grew louder.

10) The refugees’ faces showed sleepless nights and fear.

11) The sailor as the fireman tried to drag him away.

12) The sea crashed against the ship’s again and again.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. Josef looked WORRY to his mother, who held Ruthie in her lap.

. It was the first time his father had ever spoken the name of the place he’d been, and it was like a

winter FROSTY covered everything in the room.

The passengers’ clothes looked shabby, and it was only when he heard his father tearing his shirt that

Josef understood — RIP your garments was a JEW tradition at funerals, and they had torn theirs in
SYMPATHATIC with Mrs. Weiler.

. His father nodded, then led him to the sandbox by the pool and had him take a HAND of sand.
Schiendick FURL the red-and-white Nazi flag with the black swastika in the middle, and the

passengers gasped.

. Never! Do you hear me? It’s a SACRILEGIOUS!
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10.

1.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

18.
19.

Schiendick and his men surged forward to avenge the INSULTING, but Captain Schroeder quickly
INTERVENTION.

I will relieve you of duty and have you CONFINEMENT to quarters.

The captain apologized PROFUSION for the DISTURBED, and the funeral continued.

The tanker EMERGENCE from the darkness like some GIGANTIC leviathan come to swallow
them.

He lunged for Ivan’s STRETCH hand, and together they fell against the side of the boat with a
thump.

Isabel swallowed a MOUTH of SALT water and tumbled across the boat.

Isabel and Ivan FRANTIC searched the dark water, watching for Senor Castillo to surface again.
LIFE Waleed, who didn’t flinch when BOMBARDING exploded.

Even as he said it, he heard the whine in his voice, the APATHY, toddler-like FRUSTRATED.
Even though Mahmoud hated the DESPERATION feeling of defeat in going back to the mall, at
least it meant not sleeping outside in the park.

Mahmoud shrank into the corner, trying to be VISION, but the police car’s lights beeped its
ELECTRO siren at them.

He waved the lifejackets at the next car, and MIRACLE it stopped.
Mahmoud learned not to get EXCITEMENT about these texts, but even so, he still felt a little flutter
of hope in his chest.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Bix i110B 13 po3Maxyl04uMHU pyKaMH, HAMararouuchb yTpUMaTu piBHOBAry.
2) ¥V Hporo Oynu cKkaxKeHi 04i, OBHI CTpaxy.

3) XJomyuK pi3ko BUPBAB PYKY, KOJIM HOr0 CXOMMIIH.

4) Bin cxonuB 6aTbKa 3a pyKy, 1100 yTpUMaTH HOTo Mopyu.

5) ¥V B’s13HIB Oy BUPSiY€Hi 04i 3 HeCTIOKIiHHUM TOTJISIIOM.

6) Bona 3aTpemTiJia Bix cTpaxy, KOJu novysia KpUK.

7) IloTy:kHi XBHIJIi, 110 PO3JIHBATUCSH HABCiOi4, Maike IEepeBEPHYJIN YOBEH.
8) Bitep po36uBaBcs 00 Hic kopadJs, 3/iiiMaoun OpU3KH.

9) 3 TproMy J10JIMHATIO HUTTH JIBUTYHA.

10) Maru O6yna y po3naui, He 3HaIOUYH, 0 POOUTH JaJi.

11) JliBunHKa 3ApUTHYJIACs, KOJIU OIHCHYJIa OIHMCKaBKa.

12) Bin 3BHHYBaTHB TOBapHIlla B XaJsiBi, 60 TOIl HIYMM HE 10TIOMaras.
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V. Detailed Comprehension

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15

What is the significance of the moment when Josef and his mother arrive in Cuba, and
what are their first impressions?

How does Josef react to the news of his father’s death, and what does this reveal about his
character?

What are the differences in the way Josef’s family is treated in Cuba compared to the way
they were treated in Germany?

How does Josef’s experience in Cuba challenge the idea of safety and hope for refugees?
What does the decision to board the ship to Cuba reveal about Josef’s understanding of
freedom and the sacrifices made by his family?

How does Isabel’s experience in the boat illustrate her growing sense of responsibility?
What new challenges does Isabel face as they continue their journey to the United States,
and how does she try to overcome them?

In what ways does the storm at sea affect Isabel’s family, both physically and emotionally?
How does Isabel’s relationship with her grandfather evolve in this chapter?

What does Isabel learn about her father’s sacrifices, and how does it change her
perspective on her family’s struggle?

What is Mahmoud's reaction when he first sees the city of Istanbul, and why does it make
him feel conflicted?

How does Mahmoud deal with the fear of being caught by the police in Istanbul?

What significant event happens to Mahmoud’s family in Istanbul that affects their chances
of continuing their journey?

Describe Mahmoud’s internal struggle as he watches other refugees. How does this reflect

his sense of guilt and responsibility?

. What role does the language barrier play in Mahmoud's interactions with the people

around him in Istanbul?

Extra Activities

Write a short reflection on how each stop on Mahmoud's journey represents different aspects of the

refugee experience (e.g., fear, hope, uncertainty).

Discuss the significance of each location and how it impacts Mahmoud’s emotions.

Imagine you are Isabel, writing a letter to her mother or grandfather after the storm at sea.

Think about the ethical dilemmas faced by refugees and the choices they must make. Write a short

essay or hold a debate discussing the possible ethical implications of the family’s choices.
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Circle 8 (pp. 69-77).

o ® N kW

10.

Vocabulary

to strain (vb.): make an intense effort to hear, see, or understand something, often causing
physical or mental stress.

lolling (adj.): hanging loosely or drooping, often in a way that suggests relaxation or
unconsciousness.

keening (n./adj.): a high-pitched, wailing sound, often made in grief or pain.

to recoil (vb.): to quickly move away from something in fear or disgust.

charade (n.): an act or event that is insincere or meant to deceive; a false show.

to churn (vb.): move or stir forcefully or violently, often describing liquids.

to retch (vb.): make the sound or movement of vomiting, often without producing anything.
swamped (vb./adj.): overwhelmed or flooded, either figuratively or literally.

resilient (adj.): able to recover quickly from difficult conditions or to return to a previous
state.

flogging (n.): a punishment involving repeated hitting or whipping, often used to enforce

discipline.

II. Allusions and idioms

Dachau: The infamous Nazi concentration camp, highlighting the trauma experienced by Josef’s

father.

Roll call: Refers to the brutal inspections and routines in concentration camps, often associated with

violence and punishments like hangings or beatings.

Red sky at morning, sailors take warning: A well-known nautical proverb suggesting that a red

sunrise often predicts stormy weather.

Barcelona soccer jersey: Reference to the famous football club, symbolizing global sports culture

and the individuality of refugees.

“Dancing away all the stress”: Means to forget one’s worries and troubles temporarily through

dancing.
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“Make a low keening sound, like a wounded dog”: Describes a mournful, high-pitched cry,

symbolizing deep emotional pain.

“He balled his fists and breathed deeply”: An expression of suppressed anger or frustration.

'

“Maiiana”: A Spanish word meaning "tomorrow," often used idiomatically to signify indefinite

postponement or delay.

“The ocean was alive”: Personification of the ocean to describe its tumultuous and overwhelming

force.

“Filling her mouth and nose with salty water”: Describes an intense struggle against nature, almost

drowning.

“Dead in the water”: Though not directly stated, the disabled engine implies this idiom about being

unable to move forward or progress.

“God will guide us”: A phrase expressing faith in divine intervention during uncertain or perilous

times.

“Dwindled to glittering dots”: Describes the fading city lights, symbolizing leaving safety or
familiarity behind.

“Flooded with adrenaline”: Refers to a sudden surge of energy or alertness caused by excitement

or fear.

III. General Comprehension

1. How do the challenges faced by Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud in these chapters reflect their
determination to survive and protect their families?

2. What role does hope play in each of the characters’ stories, and how is it tested?
IV. Vocabulary Work
1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

BJIAILTYBATH BEUIPKY — JUKE MOJIETIIEHHS — MPONTH MUTHUN KOHTPOJIb — BUAABATH 3BYK —

NPUBEPTATH yBary — BUTATTH KOTOCh 3 YEPTH — IPOUTH Yepe3, NePEKUTH — MOPYLIUTH Yapu
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(mepepBaru Hampyry abo cuTyallii) — crnidMaru Tebe — oOMaH, Qanbll — IepeBipKka Ha
Micii (mepenik ocib) — B po3ryOJICHOCTI, HE 3HATH IO POOUTH — MiA BUTJSAOM, B
MAaCKyBaHHI — MOBEPHYTHCS Ha MPABWIBHUHN IUIAX — B3SITH JI0 yBaru, MPHUCIyXaTUCS O

MONEPCIKCHHA

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

AU S

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) After a few mistakes, the team managed to

2) He stood there , not knowing what to do next.

3) Her sudden laughter and everyone started smiling again.
4) His bright red jacket really in the crowd.

5) She felta when she heard her brother was safe.

6) The guard and told him to wait for his turn.

7) The old car began to strange noises.

8) The police did a quick to make sure everyone was safe.
9) The spy entered the building a janitor.

10) The story sounded nice, but it was all an

11) They managed to many difficulties together.

12) We had to before boarding the plane.

13) When we finally finished our exams, we decided to and celebrate.

14) You can’t hide forever — I’ll sooner or later!

Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

There was a feeling of wild RELIEVED, as though they were dancing away all the stress of leaving

Germany.

. Not until the newspapers and radio talked about them as HUMAN monsters.

. Not until SHADOW men had burst into their homes and smashed up their things and dragged away

someone they loved.

The next morning, breakfast was interrupted by the THUNDER, CLANK sound of the anchors being

dropped.
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10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

We just have to be PROOF by the port’s medical AUTHORIZED first.

The captain swore an oath that none of the passengers was SANE, a criminal, or had a CONTAGION
disease.

She reached out to him TENTATIVE, gently, and he didn’t flinch under her hand.

His father was CONSOLE.

Papa would have punished him for such RESPECTFUL.

Aaron Landau dropped his wife’s hand, dragged his oversized coat sleeve across his face, and stood
RIGID at ATTENTIVE, eyes forward.

Now it was hard to see him as anything but a BREAK old man.

It was pitch-black around her, and the ocean was LIVE.

Isabel took in as much air as she could and dove down beneath an COME wave.

Isabel began to feel the rhythm of the sea, the singsong LULL of it, and it was easy to close her eyes,
to stop kicking, to stop fighting.

A black INFLATE rubber dinghy with an outboard motor on the back.

The phones and chargers were SAFETY sealed away in plastic bags in his parents’ pockets, just in
case they get wet.

Mahmoud knew because he’d been the one who’d dug through the trash for the SEAL zipper bags.
The roar of the engine and the whip-blinding sea spray made it POSSIBILITY to have any kind of
conversation.

They pushed on through driving rain and roiling seas for what felt like an ETERNAL.

Here he was at the mercy of nature, an VISION brown speck in an invisible black rubber dinghy in
the middle of a great black sea.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Mu Bupiliniay BJAIITYBATH Be4ipKy Ha YECTh 3aKIHUEHHS CEMECTPY.

2) Bona Biquyna Auke moJiermieHHs1, KOJIH JlI3HaAcs, 10 CUH y Oe3mell.

3) Ilicns npuOyTTS B apONOPT MU MYCHUJIM MPOWTH MUTHUI{ KOHTPOJIb.

4) Crapuii MOTOp 1OYaB BUAABATH 3BYK, SKHI JsIKaB yCiX HABKOJIO.

5) Ii ackpapa cykHs Bizpasy mpuBepTaJa yBary Bcix rocreii.

6) Iomineicbkuii JOMOMIT BUTATTH KOTOCh 3 YePru, 100 TON HEe MPOITyCTHB PEIiC.
7) BoHu 3Mo0rim pa3zoM NPOMTH Yepe3 BaXKKi YacH.

8) Ii »apT mopymms 4apm i Bci y KiMHaTi 3acMismcs.

9) Pano uym mi3HO XTOCH cniliMae Tede, SIKIIO TH MPOIOBKHUII OpexaTH.

10) Bes 14 icTopis BusiBuiaacs 00MaHoM, (pajibIiio.

11) Ha Bxopai mpoBenu MBUIKY MepeBipKYy Ha Micli, 1100 BIEBHUTHUCS, 10 BCIX YYaCHHUKIB

HapaxyBaJH.
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12) Bin cTosIB B po3ry0/1€HOCTi, HE 3HAIOUH, 1[0 pOOUTH Jai.
13) LnuryH npoHuK y OyAiBIIO M BULJIAI0M Kyp €pa.
14) Ilicnst KiTPKOX HOMUJIOK KOMaH/Ia HapelITi 3MOrjia MOBEPHYTHCSI HA MPABWILHUHN LIJISIX.

15) Mu noBuHHI B3SITH /10 YBAaru NnomnepeaKeHHs 1 He TOBTOPIOBATU TUX CAMUX ITOMUJIOK.

V. Detailed Comprehension

1. How does Josef respond to the idea of sacrificing himself to save his family?

2. What emotions do Josef’s parents experience during the pivotal moments in this chapter,
and how do they express them?

3. What specific actions do the German soldiers take on the St. Louis, and how do these actions
heighten the tension?

4. What is the significance of Josef's decision in shaping the family's fate?

5. How does Josef demonstrate bravery and responsibility in this chapter?

6. What challenges does Isabel’s group face as they navigate the open sea, and how do they
address them?

7. How does Isabel’s relationship with her grandfather evolve during their journey?

8. What does the encounter with the U.S. Coast Guard reveal about the obstacles Cuban
refugees face?

9. How does Isabel’s family support one another when faced with seemingly insurmountable
difficulties?

10. What role does Isabel's trumpet play in the chapter, both literally and symbolically?

11. What decision does Mahmoud’s family make regarding how they will continue their
journey, and why?

12. How does Mahmoud’s interaction with the strangers in the boat reflect the desperation and
humanity of refugees?

13. What sacrifices does Mahmoud’s family make to ensure their survival, and how are these
choices portrayed?

14. How does the sea crossing impact Mahmoud’s perception of his role within his family?

15. What does the author convey about the broader refugee experience through Mahmoud’s

ordeal at sea?

Extra Activities

e Artistic Response: Create a visual representation (drawing, collage) that depicts the themes

of hope and despair as experienced by the characters.
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Circle 9 ( pp.78-85).

b=

hd

10.

Vocabulary

to harass (vb.): intentionally disturb, bother, or make someone feel uncomfortable or upset.
pandemonium (n.): wild and noisy confusion, chaos.

suffocating (adj.): making it difficult to breathe, oppressive, or stifling.

to ransack (vb.): to search through something in a way that causes damage or disorder, often
with the intention of finding something.

to blubber (vb.): to cry noisily and uncontrollably like a child.

to lash (vb.): to strike with a violent force, especially used for wind or rain.

frogged (adj.): a swimming stroke involving kicking and using arms to propel oneself
forward in the water, typically with a broad, circular motion.

son cubano (n.): a genre of Cuban music, typically upbeat, combining Spanish and African
influences.

refrain (n.): a repeated part of a song or poem, often at the end of each verse.

coda (n.): a concluding part of a musical composition, especially something that brings the

piece to a satisfying end.

II. Allusions and idioms

The Promised Land: Although traditionally a biblical reference, here it symbolizes the hope of Cuba

as a place of peace and opportunity, contrasting with their harsh reality.

Guanabacoa: A municipality in Havana, symbolizing the familiar life Isabel and her family leave

behind. It’s an anchor to her past and Cuban heritage.

Smuggler: Highlights the illegal networks many refugees rely on to escape danger, although these

networks are exploitative and dangerous.

The Aegean Sea: Represents the route that many refugees take to Europe; known for its dangerous

crossing, it reflects the risks Mahmoud’s family undertakes.

"On pins and needles': Expresses Josef’s anxiety as they wait to be accepted into Cuba, unsure if

they will be allowed to disembark.
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"Water under the bridge'": Used to express how past events, particularly hardships, need to be left

behind as Isabel and her family look forward.

"A leap of faith": Used to describe Mahmoud’s family’s decision to trust the smugglers and embark

on the dangerous journey, despite their fears.

II1. General Comprehension

1.

How does Josef feel when he is confronted by Otto Schiendick and the firemen in Chapter
XXV, and why does he feel this way?

In Chapter XXVI, Isabel is faced with a difficult situation while bailing water out of the
boat during a storm. How does her memory of her grandmother influence her thoughts
during this moment?

In Chapter XXVII, Mahmoud’s family is struggling to survive in the Mediterranean Sea
after their boat sinks. How does Mahmoud's sense of hope and despair shift throughout the

chapter?

IV. Vocabulary Work

AN O D

Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

MepeciIilyBaTi TMacaXUpiB — HAMpyra 3pocTajia — 3aAyNUIMBI Ta THITIOYI — OOUIyKaTH
KIMHATy — OOILIIyKYyBaJli BaJli3U — OKEaH CTPak/1aHHS — BUUEPITYyBaTH BOY — 3ApUraacs Bij
XOJIOAHOTO BITPY — JOII MEPILIUB — HOT0 pyKH Ta HOTU Oopcaiucs — CIiNnuid, 0e3rmy3aui

’)Kax — OMBCS 1 3aIMXaBCa — HOro HOTH 3aHIMIIH.

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.

Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.

Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.
Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) After the attack, the family felt as if they were in an

2) All over the ship, Josef felt with every new announcement.

3) During the storm, as they rowed toward the shore.
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A

10.
1.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

4) He , fighting to breathe while staying afloat.

5) He was trapped in a state of as the sea tossed him around.

6) Isabel and her family had to to keep the boat afloat.

7) Mahmoud as the icy wind blew over the waves.

8) Mahmoud struggled, , trying to stay above the water.

9) The guards began to as soon as the passengers tried to approach the exit.
10) The heat in the cabin was , making it hard to breathe.

11) The officers had to to check if anything was hidden.

12) They , throwing clothes everywhere and breaking personal items.

13) After hours in the cold water, , making swimming almost impossible.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. The passengers on the St. Louis had grown more and more REST, cornering sailors on deck and

BERATE their stewards at dinner.

Josef had felt TENSED (tension) mounting all over the ship, pandemonium THREAT to boil
over every time the crew dealt with the passengers.

It was as SUFFOCATE and OPPRESSED as the 100-degree HOT.

It was not OFFICIALLY, Josef was sure, because the captain hadn’t made an ANNOUNCE.
The same way the Gestapo took Jews into “PROTECT custody”.

Firemen loved to INTIMIDATION children on board, and Ruthie managed to stay out of their
way.

For you SAFE, the cabin must be searched.

Josef huddled against the door, ANGER at his HELP but scared if he fought back, he’d be
punished more.

Schiendick snorted DISMISSIVE at the COWER man on the bed.

They were three ALONE islands, separated by the ocean of MISERABLE.

They all worked FEVERISH, none of them talking — not they could hear each other over the
storm.

As she watched the SURGE waves, Isabel remembered the last time she has seen her grandma.
All that spring Isabel had waded without ENJOY in the ocean, waiting for the storm to come
that would tear her family apart.

The SHRIEK wind ripped roofs off houses and pulled palm trees straight out of the ground.
A life was a symphony, with DIFFER movements and COMPLICATION musical forms.
Before he could think, he gasped, sucking in a MOUTH of the dark Mediterranean Sea.
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17. His knee struck something hard and sharp — a rock — and he felt a cold flash of pain quickly
disappeared into blind, SENSE terror.

18. All she could do is to keep the baby and her own face above the RELENT waves.

19. Mahmoud’s legs were numb with cold and EXHAUSTED.

20. She was crying great HOWL tears and tearing at her clothes.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) OxopoHIIi MoYaIk MepeCIiyBaTH MacaKUpPIB, K TUIBKA BOHU HaMaraJucs MTIHTH 10
BUXO[TY.

2) Ilo BcroMy KOpaOIIIoO BidyBaiacs Hampyra, o 3pocTaja 3 KOKHUM HOBUM OT'OJIOMICHHSIM.

3) Crneka B KatoTi Oyna 3ayIIJTMBOIO Ta THITIOYOIO, AUXATH OYJI0 BAXKKO.

4) Odiuepu manu oOuTyKaTH KIMHATY, 11100 MEPEBIPUTH, YU IIOCh CXOBAHO.

5) Bonu o0myKyBanu Bajizu, pO3KHAAI0UX OJIAT 1 JaMaro4l OCOOUCTI pedi.

6) Ilicns mHamaoy ciM’st BiqayBasa ce0e B OKeaHi CTpasKIaHHS.

7) I3abens Ta il poiHa MYCHITU BUYEPITYBATH BOY, 00 YOBEH HE TIOTOHYB.

8) Maxmyn 3/1puraBcs BiJl XOJIOJHOTO BITPY, IO AYB HaJ XBUJISIMHU.

9) Ilix yac Oypi go1l MEepilUB, TOKH BOHU Ipediu 10 Oepera.

10) Maxmynx OWBCS 1 3aAMXaBCs, HAMATAIOYUCh 3THITUTUCS HA IOBEPXHI BOJIH.

11) Bin OyB ciinuii i 6e3ry3anii kax, KOJIW MOPE HOCHIIO HOTO TYAH-CIOH.

12) Biun O6uBcs 1 3aAUXaBCsl, HAMAralO4YUCh TUXaTH 1 TPUMATUCS HA TIIABY.

13) Ilicnsa roguH y X0J0HiHM BOJ1 HOTO HOTH 3aHIMIIH, 110 Maii’ke YHEMOKITUBIIOBAJIO

IIJTaBaHHA.
V. Detailed Comprehension

1. How does Mahmoud react to the dangerous situation aboard the boat? What does his
reaction reveal about his growth throughout the story?

2. How does Josef cope with the challenges of the boat journey, and how does his experience
differ from Mahmoud's and Isabel's?

3. How does Isabel’s optimism and determination affect her family during the journey?
Provide examples from the text.

4. How do the three characters (Mahmoud, Josef, and Isabel) handle fear differently during
the storm? What does this tell you about their personalities?

5. In what ways do each of the characters (Mahmoud, Josef, Isabel) express hope for a better

future, and how does this influence their actions on the boat?
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6. What difficult decision does Mahmoud make during the chapter, and how does it reflect his
growing maturity and sense of responsibility?

7. How does Josef struggle with the harsh realities of the journey, and what internal conflicts
does he face?

8. How does Isabel's experience with the challenges of the boat ride help her connect with
other refugees?

9. How do the different generations in the story (Mahmoud, Josef, Isabel) view the hardships
they face? Do they share similar hopes and dreams for the future?

10. What sacrifices do the characters make in order to survive, and how do these sacrifices
shape their relationships with each other?

11. How does Mahmoud show resilience and bravery in the face of yet another obstacle? How
does this moment contribute to his development as a character?

12. How does Josef’s sense of duty towards his family affect his choices, and what does it reveal
about his character under pressure?

13. What role does Isabel’s music play in lifting her spirits and the spirits of others during their
journey? How does this reflect her personality?

14. How do each of the characters (Mahmoud, Josef, and Isabel) deal with the fear of the
unknown? What do they each do to stay hopeful?

15. At the end of the chapter, what do the characters learn from their shared experiences on the

boat, and how does this moment of shared hardship help to bond them together?
Extra Activities

Role Play: In pairs, enact a scene where characters from the story discuss their fears and hopes

regarding their journeys.

58



Circle 10 (pp.86-94).

I Vocabulary

1. barricade (n.): a hastily constructed barrier built to block or defend against an opposing force.

2. crazed (adj.): wildly insane or behaving irrationally due to extreme emotions or mental
distress.

3. sleeping draught (n.): a liquid medicine meant to induce sleep, often used in historical

contexts or formal language.

seaworthy (adj.): fit or safe to travel on the sea.

illegal alien (n.): a term for a person residing in a country without legal authorization.

aspirin (n.): a common medication used to reduce fever and relieve pain.

to console (v.): to comfort someone who is distressed or grieving.

exhaustion (n.): extreme physical or mental fatigue.

A e AT

to pelt (v.): to strike repeatedly, typically with small, hard objects like raindrops or hailstones.
II. Allusions and idioms

Cuban officials: Reflects the bureaucracy and indifference refugees often face, contributing to

Joset’s sense of hopelessness.

Miami: Represents the dream of freedom and prosperity, as many Cubans look to the U.S. for escape

from political repression.

Freedom Tower: Symbolizes hope for new beginnings and is a landmark tied to Cuban immigration

to America.

Turkish Coast Guard: Symbolizes the tense relationship between refugees and officials who may

try to prevent them from reaching Europe.

""At the mercy of others': Josef’s family relies entirely on the decisions of Cuban authorities, who

hold power over their fate.

""Hanging by a thread": Refers to the family’s precarious situation as they risk everything to reach

the U.S., with limited food, water, and security.
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"Between a rock and a hard place': Describes Mahmoud’s family’s situation, caught between

returning to danger in Syria and risking the dangerous sea journey.

II1. General Comprehension

1. What does Josef's experience during the inspection reveal about the attitudes of the
authorities and the situation aboard the ship? How does Josef react, and what does this say
about his role within his family?

2. What emotions and tensions arise as Isabel and her group get closer to Miami? How do
the characters' interactions and decisions reflect their desperation and determination?

3. How does Mahmoud's experience navigating the refugee camp highlight the challenges
faced by displaced families? Provide examples from the chapter that show how Mahmoud

and his family deal with these obstacles.

IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

TPUMATHCS 33 — CKJIaJaTH, CTABUTH OJJMH Ha OJTHOTO — JIAKATH KOTOCh — 3a0paTH 1 3aMiHUTH
— CIIITKHYTHUCS] — OYTH T'OJIOBOIO CiM’1 — MOYYTH LIyM/Tamip — MIBUIKO MOOIrTH (CX0maMu)
— IPOKUHYTHUCS BiJl KOIIMapy — IITOBXAaTUCS TJIEYNMa — HACTYIIaTH Ha HOTY — [TOYEPBOHITH

— 3a3HATU CWJIBHUX MOUIKOJKEHb — KUHYTHCS B UMiCh 001HMU

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

AU

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) Josef tried to the railing as the ship rocked violently.

2) The crew began to the boxes one on top of another in the storage room.
3) The firemen loved to the children who wandered onto the deck.

4) They decided to the old painting and put a new one in its place.

5) Isabel almost fell when she on the wet floor of the boat.

6) After Papa lost his job, he had to and take responsibility for the family.

7) Mahmoud could from the other passengers struggling in the water.
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13.
14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

8) Josef had to to the top deck to see what was happening.

9) He suddenly and sat up, sweating after a frightening dream.

10) The crowd began to as they moved toward the narrow hallway.
11) In the rush, someone accidentally and apologized immediately.
12) Ruthie began to when she realized everyone was looking at her.
13) The shipwreck caused the hull to and take on water.

14) When Isabel saw her grandfather alive, she immediately

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. Josef’s mother had sewed the stuffed bunny back together first thing, before Ruthie had seen it

HEAD.

The idea of being here alone with dad filled Josef with DREADFUL.

Mama came back within minutes, and Josef felt an immense feeling of RELIEVED — until he saw a
dull, panicked look Mama wore.

It was as though the storm had been some kind of FEVER nightmare.

Will they have POLITICS rallies at school in the US?

Isabel suddenly worried it wouldn’t be as MAGICIAN a place as everyone in the boat believed.
Castro’s face was even more MERGE now, which meant they were taking on water.

BAHAMA law forbids the entrance of LEGAL aliens to the Bahamas.

RELIEF, Isabel threw herself into her mother’s arms.

. She was surprised when she felt her father KNEE down in the boat and hug them both.
. Her heart ache with GRATEFUL towards these people.
. Just a moment’s KIND from each of them might mean the DIFFER between death and SURVIVE

for her mother and everyone else on the little raft.

But they were FAR away from Florida and FREE than they had ever been before.

But Mahmoud’s mother would not be CONSOLATION.

He could feel the buzz quickly draining away, replaced by a cold EXHAUSTED that left his arms
and legs numb.

The rain began again, the awful, pelting DEAD rain, and it felt to Mahmoud like Allah was crying
for them.

But no matter how many times he saw DIE, it never stopped being HORRIFIED.

O God, forgive this man, and have MERCIFUL on him and give him STRONG and pardon him.
CLEAN him of his transgressions as white cloth is cleansed of stains.

The body rolled out into the MURK DEEP of the Mediterranean Sea.
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8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Mo3e( Hamarascs TPUMATHCA 32 HOPYYUsl, KO KOPaGelb CUILHO XHTABC.

2) Exinmaxk moyaB cKJ1alaTd KOPOOKH OJIHY Ha OJTHY Y CXOBHIIII.

3) IoxeXHUKH JTFOOWITHN JISIKATH JITEH, sIKi OTyKayn 1Mo namryoi.

4) Bonu Bupimmian 3a0paTy 1 3aMiHUTH CTapy KapTHUHY Ha HOBY.

5) I3abenp Mmaiike CIITKHYJIACS Ha MOKPIH Mi/1031 YOBHA.

6) Ilicns Toro sik TaTo BTpaTUB poOOTY, HOMY JIOBEJIOCS OYTH TOJIOBOO CiM’i 1 Opatu
BI/IMTOBITAJIbHICTD 3@ POJMHY.

7) Maxmy modyB IIyM BiJ] IHIIUX MacaXHpiB, 0 OOPOIHCS Y BOJI.

8) Mo3ed MycHB IIBHIKO MOGIITH CXOAAMH HA BEPXHIO HaTy0y, 1106 mo6aunTH, mo
B1/10yBa€ThHCA.

9) Bin panToM npOoKHHYBCS BiJ KOIIMapy 1 CiB, OOJIMBABCS MOTOM.

10) HaToBI MOYaB MITOBXATUCS IJICUNMA, PYXaHOUUCh BY3bKHM KOPUIOPOM.

11) ¥ mocnixy XTOCh HACTYIIMB Ha HOTH 1HIIOMY 1 0/Ipa3y BUOAYMBCSL.

12) PyTi mouepBoHiNa, KOJIU 3p03yMiJia, IO BCi HAa HEl JUBIIATHCS.

13) Kopabenb 3a3HaB CUIBHUX MOIIKOHKEHD 1 TOUaB HAOUpaATH BOLY.

14) Konu [3abens mobauuna, o ii qiAych KUBHI, BOHA KHHYJACS B Oro 00iiMHu.

V. Detailed Comprehension

1. Why does Josef feel the pressure of having to act like an adult? How does this affect his

decisions?
What challenges does Josef’s family face as they try to avoid being caught?

How does the setting of the chapter contribute to the tension in the story?

What challenges do Isabel and her family face as they approach the United States?

° o N kWD

How does the author build suspense in this chapter? Point to specific scenes or events.

[S—
=]

. How does Isabel show leadership and maturity during this part of the journey?

[a—y
[a—y

these challenges?

What role does the theme of sacrifice play in this chapter? Can you identify specific examples?

How does Josef’s mother react to their situation, and what does this reveal about her character?

How do the characters’ emotions shift during the journey, and what triggers these changes?

What role does Isabel’s music play in this chapter? How does it affect the morale of the group?

. Why is Mahmoud’s family struggling to stay together in this chapter, and how do they address

12. What does Mahmoud’s decision-making process reveal about his character and his growth

throughout the story?
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13. How do the actions of others—both helpful and hostile—impact Mahmoud’s journey?
14. What does Mahmoud learn about hope and resilience in this chapter?

15. How does the author depict the harsh realities of being a refugee in this chapter?

Extra Activities

Role Play: Act out a scenario where characters from the story share their feelings about

leaving their homes and their hopes for the future.
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Circle 11 ( pp.95-101).
I Vocabulary

to thrash (vb.): to move violently and uncontrollably, often in water, struggling to stay afloat.
siren (n.): a loud, wailing sound used to signal an emergency or call for attention.
coherently (adv.): in a clear, logical, and understandable manner.

to lunge (vb.): make a sudden, forceful movement, often forward or toward something.

to restrain (vb.): hold back or kept under control, often physically.

seams (n.): the lines where two pieces of material, such as wood or fabric, are joined together.
inevitable (adj.): certain to happen; unavoidable.

to bail (vb.): remove water from a boat, typically using a container, to prevent it from sinking.

0 N kWD =

confident (adj.): feeling or showing certainty and self-assurance.

—
=)

. rations (n.): fixed amounts of food or supplies, especially during a shortage or emergency.

—
—

. insensible (adj.): unconscious or unable to feel or respond, often due to shock or exhaustion.

—_
[\

. beacon (n.): a light or signal used to guide or warn, often in darkness.

—_
[98)

. foil thermal blanket (n.): a thin, reflective blanket used to retain body heat, often in
emergencies.
14. to stagger (vb.): walk or move unsteadily, often due to weakness or exhaustion.

15. gutted (adj.): deeply upset or devastated, often by a sense of loss.

II. Allusions and idioms

Cojimar: The town where Isabel and her family put to sea, representing her physical and emotional

journey away from Cuba.

Straits of Florida: Known for its challenging waters and used by many Cubans in perilous attempts

to reach the U.S., symbolizing hope mixed with danger.

"A ticking time bomb": Josef’s sense of desperation increases, knowing their time is running out if

they remain under Nazi rule.

"The calm before the storm'": As Isabel’s family sets out, they are calm but face dangerous waters

ahead.
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"Hope against hope': Mahmoud’s family hopes that Germany will accept them, despite the

challenges they’ve faced in finding refuge.
II1. General Comprehension

1. What are the implications of the characters' actions for their future? Discuss how their
choices shape their destinies.

2. How do the chapters reflect historical events related to migration and refugee crises?
Identify historical parallels and their relevance to the narrative.

3. What can readers learn about compassion and empathy from these chapters? Discuss the

importance of understanding the experiences of others.
IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

OopcaBcsi — cHpeHa — 3pO3YMIJI0O — PBOHYBCS — CTpUMaHMid (200 yTpUMaHWN) — IIBH —
HEMUHYYUH — BU4epIyBaHHs (BOJM) — BHEBHEHUH — Maiiky — 0e31y1HUHA (a00 HECB1TOMMUIA)

— Masik — TepMOI30JIsIIiHA KOBAPA — XUTABCS — CITyCTOIICHUHN (€MOIIHHO)

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

AN L R

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) After the long ordeal, they were completely

2) Each passenger received a to stay warm during the night.

3) He felt that they could escape safely.

4) His reaction was surprisingly , considering the chaos around him.
5) In the distance, the guided the ship safely to shore.

6) Isabel forward to grab the rope before the boat capsized.

7) It was that they would have to wait until morning.

8) Mahmoud’s arms and legs began to in the choppy sea.

9) The of the approaching rescue ship alerted everyone.

10) The crew was busy with the of water from the boat.
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10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

11) The doctor carefully tied the after the wound was treated.

12) The officer gave a order, showing no concern for the passengers’ feelings.
13) The small boat dangerously in the heavy waves.
14) The soldiers shared their to ensure everyone had enough food.

15) With the storm approaching, a collision with the rocks seemed

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

Far below him, already a couple hundred yards away from the ship, Josef’s father thrashed
CRAZY in the water.

He screamed COHERENT, but he wasn’t calling for rescue.

Josef spun around HELP.

The men laid Josef’s father in the bottom of the boat and helped the WEAR policeman aboard.
He had come back in body, but not in SPIRITUAL.

Castro stared up at Isabel, as stern and CONFIDENCE as ever, commanding her to fight against
the POSSIBILITY and win.

It was hard to fight against the EVIDENCE.

Something had come over Isabel’s father — he had been more ATTENTION to Mami.

You have never APPRECIATIVE what I do.

Everyone fell quiet and looked APPROPRIATE chastised.

And right now, Isabel thought, COOL heads just might be the most IMPORTANCE thing of
all.

The sound of the motor still stayed FRUSTRATE, AGONIZE, far away.

All his life he’d practiced being HIDE. NOTICE. Now, at last, when he most needed to be seen,
he was TRUE invisible.

Mahmoud cried in EXHAUSTED and MISERABLE.

He wanted to stop being invisible and stand up and FOUGHT.

Mahmoud’s mother was SENSE to speak, so Mahmoud told his father how they had given Hana
away.

They were piles and piles of LIVE jackets.

Mahmoud hurried after her, HORROR, but the child wasn’t Hana.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Maxmyza OopoBcsi pyKaMu 1 HOTaMH Y IITOPMOBOMY MOPI.
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2) Cupena HaOIMIKAOUOTOCS PATYBATBHOTO KOPaOJIs momnepeuia BCix.

3) Byno 3po3ymino, 110 iM 10BeIeThCsI YeKaTH 10 PaHKY.

4) I3a0enb pBOHYJIACS BIIEpe, 00 CXOMUTHUCS 32 MOTY3KY MEpe]l TUM, SIK YOBEH NEPEBEPHETHCS.
5) Moro peaxiiist 6y/1a CTPHMaHO, HE3BAKAIOUM HA XA0C HABKOJIO.

6) Jlikap oO6epexHO 3aB’s3aB IIBH ITiCIsl 0OpPOOKH paHH.

7) 3 HaOAMKEHHSIM LITOPMY 3ITKHEHHS 3 CKEJIIMU OyJI0 HEMUHYYHM.

8) Ekimaxx BuuepIryBaB BO/y 3 YOBHA.

9) Bin BimuyBaB ceOc BIIEBHEHHM, 1110 BOHU 3MOXYTh BPSITYBAaTHCS.

10) CongaTi mOIIIUIKCS CBOIMHU NTaKaMH, 00 YCIM BHCTAYMIIO TKi.

11) Odiuep BignaB 6e3aymIHMI HaKa3, HE 3BAKAIOYH HA TIOUYTTS MTACAKUPIB.
12) Bigmanenuii Masik Jonomir Kopad:ro 6e3meuHo aictaTucs oepera.

13) Kosken nmacaxup oTpuMaB TePMOI30JISAILINHY KOBJPY, 100 3IrpiTHCS BHOYI.
14) Manwuii yoBeH XxuTaBcsi HEOE3MEYHO HAa CHIIBHUX XBUIISIX.

15) Ilicns goBroro BUMpoOyBaHHS BOHH OyJU CIIYCTOIIEHI €eMOLIHHO.
V. Detailed Comprehension

1. What led to Josef's father jumping overboard, and how did Josef feel when it happened?

2. How did the Cuban policeman attempt to rescue Josef’s father, and what challenges did he
face?
What was the reaction of the passengers on the St. Louis to the rescue efforts?
How does Josef interpret his father’s behavior during and after the rescue?

What impact does this incident have on Josef’s outlook about their future in Cuba?

3

4

5

6. What signs indicate that the little boat Isabel’s family is on is falling apart?

7. How does the intense heat and physical exhaustion affect the group’s morale and behavior?

8. What personal memory distracts Lito, and how does it reflect on his state of mind?

9. What suggestion is made to reduce the boat's weight, and how does the group respond to it?

10. How does Amara manage to calm the arguments and keep everyone focused on survival?

11. How does Mahmoud use the phone to signal for help, and why is this significant?

12. What emotions does Mahmoud experience when the Greek Coast Guard rescues his family?

13. What do the piles of life jackets on the shore of Lesbos symbolize for Mahmoud?

14. How does Mahmoud's mother react to the discovery of another infant’s body on the beach,
and how does it affect Mahmoud?

15. What does Mahmoud’s father’s request to search for shoes among the bodies reveal about

their current situation?
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Extra Activities

Research Activity: Research real historical events that relate to the experiences depicted in
the chapters, such as the Holocaust or Cuban refugee crises. You can present your findings

through a short report or a presentation, discussing how these events reflect the story.
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Circle 12 (pp.102-110).

I Vocabulary

1. flotilla (n.): a small fleet of ships or boats, often used to describe a group traveling together
for a specific purpose.

2. sedated (adj.): in a calm or unconscious state due to the use of a sedative drug.

3. lull (n.): a temporary pause or moment of calm in activity, often before something more
intense.

4. contractions (n.): the tightening of muscles in the uterus during childbirth, signaling the
beginning of labor.

5. turmoil (n.): a state of great disturbance, confusion, or uncertainty.

6. anguished (adj.): experiencing severe pain or distress, either physically or emotionally.
I1. Allusions and idioms

Internment camp: Reference to the camps where Jews were imprisoned, showing the threat Josef’s

family faces even as they try to escape.

Star of David: Symbolizes Jewish identity, which Josef’s family is persecuted for, and the

discrimination they face.

"A double-edged sword': Refers to their situation; fleeing may be dangerous, but staying presents

a different threat.

"Sink or swim"': As Isabel’s family faces increasingly rough waters, they realize their survival is not

guaranteed.

"Holding on for dear life'": Describes how Mahmoud’s family clings to the boat to survive the

turbulent waters.

II1. General Comprehension

1. How does the author use symbolism to convey deeper meanings? Identify symbols present
in the chapters and discuss their significance.
2. What are the societal perceptions of refugees as depicted in these chapters? Analyze how

communities react to the influx of refugees.
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3. How does hope manifest in the characters' journeys? Explore instances of hope and its

impact on their resilience.
IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

YPOUYMCTO TMPHBITATH KOTOCh SIK T'€PO — XBHJIS HANPY>KEHHS MPOKOTHIIACS — OyTH IIUPO
MOJIBIIIEHUM — BUKOHYBAaTH CBOIO poOOTY — HACIiyBaTH KOTOCh / 3pOOUTH HEBIAUH JKapT —
nepenizTu 4epes OopT (CHOKiHHO abo 00epekHO) — MOBUIBHA CMEPTh — CYyMIIll eMOIlil —
MOKBABUTHCS, MiJHATH TOJIOBY, 3aI[IKaBUTHCA — TEMHO-Y€pBOHA XMapa (KpOBi) — THUXUH,
CKOpPOOTHHH TyJ PO3MOB — MaTH JO3BUI MPUI0ATH CIPABXKHI KBUTKH — BIIIJIMBATH Bif

Ipruvajiry — 3HU3UTH I'0JIOC, HCpCﬁTH Ha IIEIT — Bpa3uTHU KOIroCb, HA4YC OMCKaBKa

2. Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
3. Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
4. Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.
5. Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.
6. Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate
grammatical form if necessary.
1) After the announcement, spread through the crowd as people began to realize the
truth.
2) As the captain appeared on deck, among the passengers — no one knew whether

he brought good or bad news.

3) He tried to be funny, but his words and offended everyone in the room.

4) Living under the dictatorship felt like — no hope, no freedom, only slow despair.

5) Only a few lucky families would for the ship leaving the next morning.

6) She wasn’t used to compliments, so she seemed when her teacher praised her
courage.

7) The explosion left rising above the ruins, a symbol of everything they had lost.

8) The little girl suddenly when she heard the sound of a familiar melody.

9) The news of his father’s arrest ; for a few seconds, he couldn’t breathe.

10) The officer leaned closer and so that no one else could hear his
warning.
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10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

11) The refugees quietly waited for the guards to leave so they could
into the dark sea.
12) The soldiers were not cruel; they were simply trying to , though it

made them look heartless.

13) They watched in silence as the boat slowly and disappeared into
the mist.
14) When she saw her family again after the bombing, she felt she

couldn’t even name.
15) When the ship finally arrived in the harbor, the crowd gathered to ,

waving flags and cheering loudly.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

Once the rest of the passengers discovered who jumped ABOARD yesterday, everyone stopped to
tell him how sorry they were.
Thanks to Josef’s father, a HAND of Cuban police boats now surrounded the St. Louis.
They kept the rescue ships at a distance and watched for everyone else who tried to jump to FREE.
Or DEAD.
Josef’s mother cried and put a hand to her mouth, and Josef felt the surge of AFFECTIONATE for
the policeman.
The policeman seemed GENUINE (genuinely) flattered and surprised by all the ATTENTIVE.
Josef felt a ripple of TENSED spread throughout the room.
The mood became HAPPILY again when the policeman was presented with a gift of 150 reichmarks
that had been collected from GRATITUDE passengers.
His mother smiled POLITE but PATIENCE.
Josef and his family and the translator all looked at each other AWKWARD.

This was the down-tempo LULLABY before the coming EXCITED of the CLIMAX last verse
and coda.

The world went SILENCE but for the soft lapping of water against the hull and the creak of their
INTEGRATE boat.

Afraid for her mother to have the baby here, on this FRAGILITY raft in the middle of the ocean.
Another fin appeared, and another, and soon the NAME little boat was surrounded. They were all
trapped in their own sinking prison.

It should have been a LIFE place, full of songs and LAUGH, but instead a soft MOURN murmur
hung over the city like a fog.
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15. The ferry was the LONG of a soccer field, and at least five stories tall.

16. Mahmoud was only too glad to get away from the sight of his mother’s BREAK face.

17. He couldn’t help notice the EASINESS looks the tourists were giving them. The frowns of
PLEASED.

18. A woman at an IMMIGRATE office told Mahmoud’s father, he would need to go to a local police
station first to get on OFFICIALLY document first.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Konu BOHM MOBEpHYIIUCS TOJIOMY, iXHi CyCi/ii BUMIIUIA HA BYJIHUITIO, OO YPOUHCTO
MPUBITATH iX SIK T€POIB.

2) SIK TIABbKM NPOTyHaJla CUPEHa, XBUJISI HAIIPY>KEHHS IPOKOTHJIACS 110 HATOBITY, 1 BC1 3aMOBKJIH.

3) Bomna 3HisikoBiNa, ane Oynia IUpo MojibllieHa THM, IO ii BBayKalIu XOpoOporo.

4) HagiTb gK1110 M AOBOAMIOCS OYTH >KOPCTOKMMHU, BOHU IPOCTO BUKOHYBAJIH CBOIO pOOOTY.

5) Bin HamaragBcs moxapTyBaTH, aje HOTro HEeBAAIUH jKapT 00CpHYBCS MPOTH HHOTO CaMOTO.

6) XJIOImMIMK mepei3 yepe3 OOpPT YOBHA, HAMArarUUCh JICTaTHCS Oepera, Mepil Hik Horo
TIOMITSITb.

7) Jnis HUX KUTTS i1 BJaI0I0 AUKTaTOpa OyJIo MOBUILHOIO CMEPTIO 0€3 JKOAHOTO IIaHCy Ha
CBOOOTY.

8) IlobGaumBIIM PyiHM CBOTO JIOMY, BOHA BiI4yJia CyMIIll €MOIlild — CTpax, Oijb 1 TUBHE
MOJIETICHHS.

9) IlouyBiM 3HallOMy MICHIO, IUTHHA PANITOM MOKBaBilllajia i moyaja yCMiXaTHCS.

10) Han 3pyiitHOBaHMM OYJMHKOM 37iiiManacsi TEMHO-4€pBOHA XMapa MUy U AUMY.

11) Tuxwui, ckopOOTHUI I'yJl pO3MOB IIPOJIYHAB CEPEN JIIOAEH, KOJIM BOHU MOOAUMIIH CIIHCOK
3aru0iamx.

12) Jlume HeGaraTboM J103BOJIMIIM KYIIUTHU CIIPaBXHI KBUTKU Ha KOpaOesb, sIKK BiIINBAB
HACTYIHOTO PaHKYy.

13) Bonu crosuiv Ha NpUCTaHi, TUBISYHUCH, IK KOpaOesb MOBUILHO BIAMJIMBAE Bl IpHYaTy.

14) ConnaTt HaXMIMBCS 1O HBOTO M 3HU3UB roJI0C, MONEepeKatdy Ipo HeOe3MeKy.

15) 3BicTka npo cMepTh Opara Bpaszuia Horo, Haue OJIMCKaBKa, 3aJUILUBIIN Oe3 CIIiB.
V. Detailed Comprehension

1. What challenges do the characters face in trying to navigate through the crowd or chaos in

this chapter?
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2. How does the author describe the physical and emotional toll on the refugees? Provide
examples.

3. What decisions do the characters make to ensure their safety, and how do these decisions
reflect their desperation?

4. How is the setting significant in intensifying the tension and sense of urgency?

5. What role does hope or the lack of it play in the characters’ actions and dialogue in this
chapter?

6. What new obstacles arise for the refugees, and how do they attempt to overcome them?

7. Describe how the relationships between the characters evolve in this chapter. What events
prompt these changes?

8. What is the significance of the interactions with the authorities or other groups? How do these
interactions drive the plot?

9. How does the author use sensory details to convey the atmosphere of the refugee camp or
surroundings?

10. What emotions are the characters experiencing, and how are these emotions conveyed through
their actions or dialogue?

11. How do the events of this chapter impact the refugees' journey or their chances of survival?

12. What specific moments illustrate the theme of sacrifice or resilience?

13. How does the author build suspense in this chapter, and what techniques are most effective?

14. What do the characters learn about themselves or their situation as a result of the events in
this chapter?

15. How does this chapter connect to previous events in the story, and what hints does it provide

about what might happen next?

Extra Activities

Group Discussion: In small groups, discuss what actions can be taken to support refugees

in today’s world.
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Circle 13 (pp.111-119).
I Vocabulary

1. flotilla (n.): a group of small boats or ships traveling together, often for a specific purpose.

2. to mob (vb.): to crowd around or attack in an aggressive or disorderly way.

(O8]

vibrations (n.): small, rapid movements that create a feeling or sensation, often from
machinery or sound.

to rend (vb.): to tear or split something apart forcefully, often as a sign of mourning or grief.
vacant (adj.): showing no signs of thought or emotion; empty or blank.

to recoil (vb.): to draw back suddenly, as in fear, horror, or disgust.

somber (adj.): deeply serious and melancholy, often associated with mourning.

perpetual (adj.): continuing without interruption; eternal.

o ® N ok

makeshift (adj.): something temporary and improvised, made to serve a purpose for the time
being.

10. to bristle (vb.): to react defensively or with irritation, often showing physical stiffness.

11. to sag (vb.): to droop or sink from weakness or exhaustion.

12. discarded (adj.): thrown away as trash or no longer wanted.
II. Allusions and idioms

Stormtroopers: Nazi paramilitary troops who instilled terror, symbolizing the brutal force that

Josef’s family fears.

The Jewish Question: Nazi rhetoric about how to handle the Jewish population, highlighting the

inhumanity they face.

Coastline of Florida: Represents the culmination of Isabel’s family’s journey and their hopes for

freedom.

American Dream: The idea that life in the U.S. will be prosperous and free from repression, a

powerful motivator for Isabel’s family.

Checkpoint: Represents the many obstacles refugees face even within countries they hope will

provide safety.

Border control: Highlights the bureaucracy and challenges refugees encounter when seeking asylum.
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"Under the gun": Illustrates the direct and imminent threat Josef’s family faces.

"Within arm’s reach": Indicates how close they are to achieving their dream, though there are still

obstacles.

"One step forward, two steps back': Shows how each small gain Mahmoud’s family makes is

followed by setbacks.

II1. General Comprehension

1. What significant events occur in these chapters? Identify key moments that drive the plot
forward.

2. How do the characters' experiences in these chapters reflect the broader themes of the
novel?

3. What challenges do the characters face in their journeys during these chapters? Discuss the

obstacles and dangers encountered by each character.

IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

pyxaTucs MBUIKO 3 MICI Ha MicCIle, IyKal4Hl KOroch abo 110Ch — MOTPANMTH Ha OOPT — HE
3BEpPTAaTU yYBaru — HATOBII OCb-OCh BUOYXHE / BTPATUTh KOHTPOJIb— MYHKT MPU3HAYEHHS
HEBIJJOMMI — OaYUTH HEYITKO Yepe3 ClIb03U — HIOU ceplie BUPBAJIU 3 TpyAeH — B3ATH
KEpIBHUIITBO Ha ce0e — OyTH OXOIJIEHUM rOpeM — 3aJIMIIUTHUCS TOPYY HaBITh MICIS CMEPTI1
(MeTadopHyuHO) — BiJUyBaTH NPUHMKEHHS, BIITOPTHEHHS CyCNIJILCTBOM— IIPUCICTH,
CXOBATHUCH, 3aTAITUCS — TIeYl Horo 6aTbka OMyCTHIIMCS— MU Ha MPAaBUJIBHOMY LUIAXY—

6G3J'II-OI[Ha YaCTHHaA JOpOoru

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

AN O o

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.
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1) “We must keep moving,” his mother whispered. “We can’t stop now — S
2) After days of confusion and danger, he finally smiled and said, “Don’t worry —
3) After hours of walking through the ruined city, Mahmoud and his brother had to

behind a broken wall when the shooting began again.

4) As the refugees reached the checkpoint, they couldn’t help but , seeing the way
the guards looked at them.

5) At night, their small car drove along , Where there was no light, no sound, and no
sign of life.

6) Even though she was the youngest, Isabel knew she had to , because the adults

were too weak and frightened to act.

7) Josef tried to before the guards noticed that his father was missing.
8) She felt as if , leaving nothing but emptiness behind.
9) The boy’s voice trembled as he said, “We can’t just — they were our friends.”

10) The captain watched anxiously as the passengers began to shout and push; it was clear that
if something wasn’t done soon.

11) The soldiers told them nothing about where the train was heading, so they travelled toward

12) The terrified passengers could hear children crying and people shouting as they tried to
, searching for a place to hide.

13) When Isabel looked back at her home disappearing in the distance, , and she
could barely see the boat ahead.

14) When Mahmoud’s father realized how far they still had to go, , and his usual
optimism disappeared.

15) When the waves grew higher, Lito told her not to cry — that he would if
anything happened to him.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. Josef was SPEECH, but the rest of the crowd wasn’t.

. Josef was SCARE for Officer Padron, but he shared the passengers’ FRUSTRATE.

. The ship’s first officer and the PURSE arrived and threw themselves in between the guards and
ANGER crowd.

. As the vibrations of the ship’s engines below grew louder and more INSIST, more people rushed

to the ladder to demand to be let off the ship.
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10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21
22

For the moment the mob was so SURPRISING it stopped surging forward.

I have just been to see President Bru, to appeal to him PERSONAL for you to be allowed to
EMBARK.

There were dark MUTTER among the passengers, and Josef felt himself getting ANGRY.

The first officer had disappeared BRIEF, but now returned with more sailors in case there was
VIOLENT.

She blamed herself for her husband’s suicide attempt, and in the last two days she had become,
in a way, as ABSENCE a parent as Josef’s father.

I beg you to ask them to EXERTION what INFLUENTIAL they can.

Josef looked deep into Officer Padron’s eyes, searching for some sign of help, some hint of
SYMPATHISE.

As he stood at the rail with the rest of the passengers saying a TEAR goodbye to the only place
that had ever promised them REFUGEE, Josef said good-bye to his father as well.

Her eyes were BLUR from tears.

But Ivan wasn’t some NAME, FACE person. He was Ivan. Her Ivan. He was her friend.

But the real threat was the SINK boat and the sharks that still circled it, following the trail of
BLOOD water that started at Isabel’s feet.

The LOSE of him ached like a part of Isabel was suddenly missing, like her heart had been ripped
of her chest and all that was left was a GIGANTIC, gaping hole.

When Castro and the communists had taken over, they had COURAGE the practice of religion.
Let PERPETUATE light shine upon him.

Something sparkled on the dark horizon, and at first Isabel took it to be one of the stars in the
white scar of the Milky Way twinkling in her WATER eyes.

They walked along in silence, their way LIGHT by the occasional glow of the phone screen as
Dad checked their position.
. Plastic bottles and empty bags and CARD wrappers LITTER the ground.
. That’s a DECIDE vote, we’ll take the car.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) KamitaH 3 TpHBOToI0 CIIOCTEPIraB, sIK HacaKUPH MOYalyd KpUYaTH i MITOBXAaTUCS — HATOBI
0Cb-OCh MaB BUOYXHYTH.

2) JI>xo3ed HamaraBcsl IBUJKO MIJHATUCSA HA OOPT, MOKU OXOPOHII HE MOMITHIIH, 1110 HOTO
0aTbKa HEMaE.

3) «Mu noBUHHI UTH Jaii», — IPOIIENOTLIa MaTH. — « MU Ha MPaBUIBHOMY HUISIXY».
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4) Konu [3abens auBuiacs, sk ii 1iM 3HUKA€E BIAIUHI, 1 o4l OyJiM 3aTyMaHEHI1 ClIbO3aMH, 1 BOHA
Maiike HiYoro He Oaduna.

5) Bona nouyBanacs Tak, HiOH ii ceplie BUpBaiIH 3 Ipy/iei, 3aJUIINBIINA BCEPEANHI JHIIE
MOPOXKHEYY.

6) Konu xBui cTaBanu aenaini BUITUMU, JIITO IPOIIENIOTIB, 110, AKIIIO 3 HUM IOCh TPAITUTHCS,
BiH Oyzie TpUMaTH HOT0 KOMITaHIIO Ha JTHI MODSL.

7) Xoua BoHa OyJa HaiiMoo/1IIO0, [3a0€mh 3HaMa, 0 Ma€e B3ATH Ha ce0e KePIBHUIITBO, 0O
nopocii Oy HaATO HaJsIKaHi, o0 JTisTH.

8) Ilicns roauH OnykaHb 3pyHHOBAaHUM MICTOM Maxmy/1 1 1oro OpaT MyCHIJIM CXOBATHUCS 3a
PO30UTOIO CTIHOIO, KOJIHM MOYaJIacs CTPUIIHUHA.

9) Komnu OixeH1i AicTanucss KOHTPOJIBHO-TIPOITYCKHOTO IyHKTY, BOHHU BiauyBaiH cede
OpynHUMHU, HeOaKaHUMU, HIOU HellerajJiamMu.

10) Konu 6atpko Maxmypaa 3po3yMmiB, sIK JalIeKO iM I1e WTH, HOTOo Miedi OMyCTUITUCS, 1 BiH
3aMOBK.

11) Iicns KiTbKOX AHIB CTpaxy il cym sTTs BiH HapemTi ycMixHyBcs: «He xBuroiirecs — Mu Ha
MPABIWIIBHOMY HIUISIXY.

12) Conpatu HIYOTO HE CKa3aly, Ky/IU i€ MOTAT, TOK BOHU BUPYIIWIH B HAMIPSIMKY, KU HIXTO
HE 3HaB.

13) «Mu HEe MOKEeMO TTPOCTO 3a0yTH PO HHUX, — MPOIICTIOTIB XJIOMYUK. — BoHH Oynu Hammmu
TPY3SIMI».

14) YHoui iXHs MaJieHbKa MaIlIMHA pyXajlacsi CAMOTHBOIO JIISTHKOIO 1IOCe, Je He OyJio aHi
CBITJa, aHl JTIOIEN.

15) Hanskani macaxkuipu O1rin 1o Kopabiito, HaMararouruch 3HAUTH 001al SKUICh Oe3MeUHII

KyYTOYOK.
V. Detailed Comprehension

1. What decision does Josef's mother make regarding her jewelry, and why is it significant?

2. How does Josef feel about the captain’s attempts to reassure the passengers? What does this
reveal about his state of mind?

3. What challenges do the passengers face as they wait for a resolution to their plight?

4. What does the ship's crew do to try to maintain order among the passengers?

5. How does the chapter illustrate the growing desperation of the refugees? Provide specific
examples.

6. What dangers does Isabel’s family encounter during their journey on the open sea?
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7. How does Isabel show resilience and determination in this chapter? Give examples of her
actions or thoughts.

8. What role does the environment (such as weather and the ocean) play in escalating the tension
of their journey?

9. How do the characters in Isabel’s boat respond to challenges differently? Compare and
contrast their reactions.

10. What sacrifices are made in this chapter, and what do they signify about the family’s values?

11. What dangers does Mahmoud’s family face as they continue their journey through unfamiliar
territory?

12. How does Mahmoud demonstrate leadership and maturity in this chapter?

13. What role does kindness from strangers play in this chapter? How does Mahmoud’s family
react to it?

14. How does the author use imagery or specific details to emphasize the hardships of Mahmoud’s
journey?

15. What decision does Mahmoud make at the end of the chapter, and how does it reflect his

growth as a character?

Extra Activities

Discussion: In small groups, explore the concept of identity for refugees. How does it shift

as they move from one place to another?
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Circle 14. (pp.120-128).
I Vocabulary

1. to lurch (vb.): make a sudden, unsteady, or jerking movement, often indicating instability or
imbalance.

2. propeller (n.): a mechanical device with blades that rotate to push a vehicle, like a ship or
airplane, forward.

3. to mourn (vb.): expressing deep sadness or grief, often due to the loss of a loved one.

4. desperate (adj.): feeling or showing a hopeless sense that a situation is so bad as to be
impossible to deal with.

5. committee (n.): a group of people appointed to make decisions or solve problems on behalf
of a larger group.

6. glittering (adj.): shining brightly with flashes of light, often suggesting something dazzling
or impressive.

7. relief (n.): a feeling of reassurance and relaxation following the removal of stress or pain.

8. to tumble (vb.): fall or roll suddenly, often in an uncontrolled or clumsy manner.

9. lurch (n.): a sudden and unsteady movement, especially forward or sideways.

10. coast (n.): the land along the edge of a sea, ocean, or other large body of water.

11. paralyzing (adj.): causing someone to become incapable of movement or action due to fear,
shock, or another overwhelming emotion.

12. quivering (adj.): trembling or shaking slightly, often because of fear or strong emotion.

13. to fumble (vb.): search or handle something clumsily or nervously, often due to a lack of
control.

14. stampede (n.): a sudden, panicked rush of a crowd, typically caused by fear or excitement.

15. canister (n.): a small cylindrical container, often used to hold substances like tear gas or other

materials.

II. Allusions and idioms

“Titanic”: Refers to the infamous ship that sank in 1912. Alluding to the Titanic highlights the danger

and tragic potential of a sea journey.

“like Noah’s Ark”: A biblical reference to the ark built by Noah to survive the Great Flood. It

suggests the overcrowded, chaotic, yet survival-driven conditions of the setting.
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“Promised Land”: Refers to the land promised by God to Abraham and his descendants in the Bible.
It symbolizes hope and a better future.

“like Moses leading his people”: Alludes to the biblical story of Moses guiding the Israelites out of

slavery in Egypt. It implies a sense of leadership and deliverance from hardship.

“Pandora’s box”: A Greek myth about Pandora, whose box released all the world’s troubles when

opened. It symbolizes a source of unforeseen problems or challenges.

“like a phoenix rising from the ashes”: Refers to the mythical bird that is reborn from its ashes,

symbolizing renewal and overcoming adversity.

“all hands on deck”: A call for everyone to help in a difficult or emergency situation.

“smooth sailing”: An easy and problem-free journey or process.

“on thin ice”: In a precarious or risky situation.

“weather the storm”: To endure a difficult period or situation.

“hit rock bottom”: To reach the lowest point or worst possible situation.

“out of the frying pan and into the fire”: Moving from a bad situation to one that is even worse.

II1. General Comprehension

1. What challenges do the characters face during their journey, and how do they respond to
them?

2. How do references to historical or mythological events (like the Titanic, Noah’s Ark, or
Pandora’s Box) enhance the understanding of the characters’ situation?

3. What role does hope or determination play in the decisions the characters make in these

chapters?

IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:
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1))

Have IIMOCh IMEPEMKHYJIOCS, SK BUMHKA4 — JKUTH, SK TPUBHJ — TIIHMOOKO BCEpeIuHi
(IHTYiTUBHO, MiJCBITOMO) — HaM BiJIMOBWJIM — THIB MiJHIMABCS, SIK MPHUIUIUB — Kax
iHIMABCH , SIK BOJIA, [0 HAMIOBHIOE YOBEH — OOPHCH 13 HEMOXKIIMBUM — 1 TIepeMarai — pizko
MITHATHACS 3 BOJU — 3aJTMIIIANTECS HA MICIl Ta TOTYHUTECS 10 MEPEBIPKHU — CIIHO3U 3MIIIATIICS
3 MOJICTIICHHSM — BUKJIMKATH MOYYTTSA IPOBUHU — TPUMATH ITiJ] TIPULILIIOM — cepIie Ouocs
Jy’Ke CHIIbHO— Tapai3yloduii )kax — MIITHO TPUMATHCS OJTHE 33 OJHOTO — TPUMABCS, Haue

3a PATIBHUN KPYT

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.

Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.

Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.
Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

as he watched the soldiers laugh at his father’s humiliation.

2)

as the smugglers pointed their weapons at them.

3)

in the freezing water, refusing to let go.

4)

, because part of her was glad the suffering was over.

5)

, her breath catching in her throat as the waves crashed around

them.

6) 13

,” the voice from the patrol boat shouted through the loudspeaker.

7) A moment of stopped him from moving or thinking.

8) He felt, , that something terrible was about to happen.

9) He was , desperate not to be swept away by the waves.

10) Her father used to tell her to , no matter how hopeless things

seemed.

11) Suddenly, , throwing them all off balance.

12) The captain announced sadly, “ . We have nowhere left to go.”

13) When she heard the news, ; her whole mood changed in a

second.

14) When the refugees realized , everyone froze in fear.

15) You can’t , waiting for things to happen — you have to take

control of your fate.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.
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15.
16.

17.

18.

. Most of the ADULTHOOD walked round like they were at a funeral.

Dumped the CONTENT of her suitcase on her bed, put on her favorite party dress, and went straight
to the dance hall.

You can live life as a ghost, waiting for DIE to come, or you can dance.

He couldn’t have said why, but he was sure, DEPTH down in the pit of his stomach, that this would
only be bad news.

In the front of the room, under the GIGANTIC portrait of Adolf Hitler, stood a committee of
passengers who had been working with the captain on a SOLVE to their problem.

The outburst was INSTANT.

She didn’t react at all, and it made Josef feel both a little SHAME and a little bolder at the same time.
We were released only on condition that we leave Germany IMMEDIATE.

Josef was tired of hearing people’s CONDOLE.

. If we SUCCESS, we’re free. If we fail, at least the world will realize how DESPERATION we are.
. It was like a dream. Like a GLITTER vision of heaven, as if Ivan had opened the gates for them.

. The WEIGH of the ship and its passengers was pulling it apart at last.

. The engine tumbled to the bottom of the boat, covering up Fidel castro’s COMMAND to them.

. An ELECTRO siren made them all jump, and the red swirling light came on a few hundred meters

to their left.

Halt! Theis is the United States Coast Guard. You are in VIOLATE of US waters.

Mahmoud wanted to stop this man from threatening his family but he was HELP, and it made him
even MAD.

He’d had a gun pointed right at his face. As long as he lived, Mahmoud would never forget that
feeling of paralyzing TERRIFIED, of POWER.

A group of refugees suddenly rushed a part of the FINISH fence, trying to get through before it was

done.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Konu BoHa nmouyJa 110 HOBUHY, Ha4e WIOCh Y Hili IepeMKHYJIOcH, 1 1i TOBEAIHKa Pi3KO
3MIHMJIACA.

2) He MoXHa KHUTH, IK IPUBU/, 1 IPOCTO YEKATH, ITOKHU KUTTS IPOIE MMOB3.

3) BiH BiguyBaB riin60Ko BcepeauHi, Ha JHi IIUIYHKA, 1110 IIOCh /1€ HE TaK.

4) Kamirtan cka3aB i3 cymoM: “CnoJydeni llITatu nam BinmoBuiIn.”

5) BiH cTosB, ioro ruiB migHiMaBcs, K NPUILIMB, 1 BXXE HE MIT MOBYATH.
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6) Kax minHimaBcs B I3a0eib, sik BO/1a, 110 HATTOBHIOE YOBEH, KOJIM XBHJII CTaBaJId BCE

OLIBLIVMHU.

7) Ti 6arbko 3aBxaM Ka3as, MO NOTPIOHO GOPOTHCH 3 HEMOKJIMBHM i lepeMaraTu.

8) PanTom 3aaHsl yacTHHA YOBHA Pi3K0 MiTHSJIACS 3 BOIH, 1 BC1 37IKAaHO 3aKPHYAIIH.

9) Connar kpukHyB y MeradoH: “3ajuiaiTecss Ha Micui Ta roryiirecst 10 nepeBipku!”

10) Ii caab03u 3Mimaamcs 3 moJiermeHHsiM, i 1¢ JTUIIE TOCHINIO TOYyTTS IPOBUHH.

11) Konu BoHM 3p03yMiny, 110 iX TPUMAKTH i NPULIIOM Mocepe/ mycTei, yci 3alineHiIn.

12) Moro cepuie rpuMiJjio B rpyAsiX, IOKH BiH HAMaraBcsl TUXaTH CIIOKIHHO.

13) Bin BiguyB mapaJi3yrouuii sax, sKuii He 1aBaB 3pOOUTH KOJHOTO PyXY.

14) Bonu MiiHO TpUMAJIMCS OJIHE 32 OJJHOI'0, HAMAralOYuch HE BIIACTU Y BOJY.

15) Bin uinuisiBest 3a 6aThbKa, Have 32 PATIBHUIA KPYT, CIIO/1iBalOYUChH, IO TOH HE BiJITYCTHUTb.

V. Detailed Comprehension

1.

A e A

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

Why were the characters straining to hear or see something, and how does this contribute to
the tension in the chapter?

How does the setting of this chapter heighten the characters' sense of vulnerability?

What does the phrase "keeping afloat" symbolize in the context of the story?

What emotions or reactions do the characters display when they are faced with a potential
capsize?

How does the chapter foreshadow the challenges the characters might face later?

What role does the ominous weather play in shaping the events of this chapter?

How do the characters work together to persevere during their most challenging moments?
What does the shattered debris symbolize in the characters’ struggle?

How is the theme of hope versus desperation depicted in this chapter?

.How do the interactions between the characters reveal their relationships and coping

mechanisms?

Why does one character's decision to cling to a specific object or memory become a turning
point in the narrative?

How does the description of the drenched environment mirror the internal states of the
characters?

What significance does the word "refuge" have in this chapter, and how does it drive the
characters' actions?

How does the dialogue or actions of the characters demonstrate their resilience?

In what way does the conclusion of this chapter set up the next phase of the story?
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Extra Activities

Creative Writing: Imagine you are a refugee. Write a letter to a friend describing your

journey and feelings about leaving home.
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Circle 15. (pp.129-136).

A T

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Vocabulary

to strain (vb.): make an intense effort to hear, see, or understand something, often causing
physical or mental stress.

mutineers (n.): people who revolt or rebel against authority, especially aboard a ship.

to resolve (n.): a firm determination to do something.

wary (adj.): feeling or showing caution about possible dangers or problems.

to teeter (vb.): move or balance unsteadily, often on the verge of tipping over.

fugue (n.): a musical composition where a theme is introduced and developed through
repeating variations.

wringer (n.): a metaphor for a difficult or painful situation that one feels trapped or worn out
by.

propeller (n.): a mechanical device with blades that spin to move a boat or plane forward.
exertion (n.): physical or mental effort.

flimsy (adj.): weak, thin, or easily broken.

stench (n.): a very strong, unpleasant smell.

to gurgle (vb.): make a bubbling or splashing sound, often associated with liquids.
barbed-wire (n.): a type of wire with sharp edges used to build fences for security.
processing (n.): the act of handling or organizing people, often in an official or bureaucratic

manner.

II. Allusions and idioms

""A minyan': A minyan refers to a quorum of ten Jewish adults required for certain religious services.

This is a reference to Jewish tradition and culture.

"Piracy": The concept of piracy alludes to the historical practice of attacking ships to steal or take

control of them, a criminal act that has historically been punished harshly, much like what the

mutineers face here.

"Son cubano": This allusion refers to a Cuban musical genre, which often has a triumphant, joyful

sound. The reference to "son cubano" contrasts the grim fate the characters face, symbolizing how

the ending they are facing is far from celebratory or victorious.
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"Fugue": In music, a fugue is a complex form where a theme is repeated in various voices. The
comparison to a fugue suggests that the struggles of the characters are endless, with no resolution or

conclusion, just a constant cycle of repetition and despair.

"Coda": A coda is a concluding passage of a piece of music. Here, it's used to describe the hopeless
future of the characters, a “forever homeless” situation that repeats their struggles without a satisfying

conclusion.

"A ship of fools'": The phrase “a ship of fools” refers to a situation in which people are acting
recklessly or ignorantly, without understanding the consequences of their actions. It’s sometimes used
to describe a group of people headed toward disaster. While not explicitly stated in this text, this kind

of implication is felt in the mutineers’ reckless attempt to take over the ship.

"Taking over the ship': "Taking over the ship" serves as both a literal description and a metaphor
for taking control of a situation that seems desperate, with no clear path forward. It suggests

reclaiming agency even when the odds are against them.

""A real criminal act": This phrase emphasizes the gravity of an action, making the act feel absolute

and irredeemable. It underscores the seriousness of what Josef and his fellow mutineers are doing.

"It’s over. For all of us.": This phrase expresses the idea of finality, suggesting that their hope for a

better future has ended. It emphasizes the feeling of defeat.

"Trading one prison for another'": This idiom conveys the feeling of exchanging one form of
confinement or oppression for another. It’s a metaphor for the difficult choice of going back to Cuba,

where life remains restricted and difficult.

"Laying themselves open to a charge of piracy': Similar to Chapter 43, this phrase refers to making
oneself vulnerable to serious legal consequences. The mutineers are taking a risk by engaging in

criminal activity.
"A real prison': This phrase emphasizes the harsh and oppressive conditions Mahmoud and his

family face in the detention center. It reflects their perception of their situation as something far worse

than a mere temporary holding facility.
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"Kicking the bars in anger'": This phrase depicts Mahmoud's frustration and helplessness. Kicking

the bars expresses a feeling of powerlessness while trying to act out against an unjust system.

"We didn’t ask for civil war!"': This phrase is an expression of helplessness and protest. The speaker
is emphasizing that the refugees had no control over the circumstances that forced them to flee,

making their plight even more unjust.

"We’re not criminals!": A direct protest against being treated as criminals when they are fleeing
violence and persecution. It emphasizes the refugees' innocence in the face of unjust treatment by the

authorities.

II1. General Comprehension

1. How do the actions of the mutineers on the ship reflect the desperation of their situation?
What does this event reveal about the themes of survival and hope in the novel?

2. In Chapter XXXXIV, the characters face the harsh reality of their circumstances, with
references to "piracy" and "fugue." How do these allusions contribute to the readers'
understanding of the refugees' journey and their feelings of being trapped?

3. By the end of Chapter XXXXV, Mahmoud and his family are detained in a facility, and the
theme of being "trapped" is emphasized. How do the characters' reactions to their

confinement highlight their sense of injustice and desire for freedom?

IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

3HOBY OyTH MaJICHBKOIO TUTHHOIO — OOOB’SI3KM — Bara TOTO, I10... OyJia Jy»Xe BiA4yTHOIO
— NPUIYLIUTH CBIM cTpax / CTpUMATH CBiM CTpax — JOJAaTH PIIIy4OCTi 3aKOJOTHUKaM /
3MILHUTH PIlIy4iCTh 3aKOJIOTHUKIB — IPONTH yepe3 TSHKKI BUNPOOYBaHHS / yepe3 MeKIIo —
HIYOTO OIIbIIE HE 3aJUIIMIOCA (BIAAATH, TMOAUTUTUCA) — 3BYK JAJIEKO PO3HOCHUTHCS —
HanpyXeHHs / (p13uyHe 3yCUIUIS — 1€ 3aHaATO JalieKo BiJ Oepera — 3irHyBCsl KaJauuKoM /
3rOpHYBCS y KIIyOOK — BIJPUBATH iX, SIK JIUCTS 3 IepeB — po3ryOseHuii / He B cobi Bijx eMoLii

— roJIoBa BHU3, KaNITyp Ha rOJIOB1, 04l HAa 3eMJIIO — YHUKATH XYJIraHiB / 0OXiATH XyJIiraHiB

2. Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.

3. Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
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4. Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.
5. Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.
6. Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) After the storm, Isabel felt as if she had been | facing one disaster after another.
2) By keeping low and quiet, Mahmoud

3) Even though they paddled hard, they were  and the shore seemed so far.

4) He couldn’t escape his  ; he had to protect his mother and sister.

5) His speech gave a little among the mutineers, strengthening their determination.

6) Holding the pipe in his hand,  ; he realized the danger of what he was about to do.
7) Joseftriedto |, even though his heart was racing.

8) Josef wished he could  and play in the pool like the other kids.

9) Lito whispered, “Be quiet. Remember,  on the water.”

10) Mahmoud lay on the ground, |, trying to survive the chaos around him.

11) Mahmoud was | not knowing what would happen to his family.

12) Rowing with all her strength, she felt the physical  in every muscle.

13) She was exhausted; shehad ~ and couldn’t help her mother anymore.

14) The border patrol was | tearing families apart.

15) To stay safe, he moved with his

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. Josef watched his sister splashing around HAPPINESS in the swimming pool on A-deck.

. Josef wished he could be a little kid again, cheerfully OBLIVION to what was going on around
him.
He wasn’t a kid anymore. He had RESPONSIBLE. Like keeping his sister and his mother safe.
Josef tried to swallow his FEARFUL. Taking over the ship wasn’t easy.
The MUTINY quickly surrounded the other sailor, threatening them with their makeshift clubs.
WARE, Ostermeyer went to the ship’s intercom and summoned Captain Schroeder to the bridge.
All you are doing is laying yourselves open to a charge of PIRATE.
[ understand and SYMPATHY with you DESPAIR.
I am willing to LOOK all this if you leave the bridge right now and give me your word you will
take no suck further ACT.

. She’d been put through the wringer — the ELATED of leaving Cuba, the EXHAUSTED of the

storm, the HORRIFIED of Ivan’s death, the RELIEVED at seeing the lights of Miami, the
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11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

DESPERATE of running into the Coast Guard ship and knowing they would never get to e/
norte.

Isabel could only sit LIVE and stare. She had nothing left to give.

Isavel churned at the water, bending her flimsy jug-paddle in her DESPERATE.

Tears streamed down her face, from sorrow or FEARFUL or EXHAUSTED.

Screams. EXPLODE. Mahmoud was BARE aware of everything that was happening around
him.

Mahmoud drank the air in GREEDY.

Mahmoud and the other refugees were LOAD into a building one of the soldiers called an
“IMMIGRANT detention center”.

Mahmoud expected the RELIEVED to be instant, but instead his hands went from NUMBNESS
to on fire, like the tingling needles he felt in his leg after it fell asleep, times a thousand.

A soldier slammed a BAR door shut, and it locked with an electronic bolt.

There were similar cries of INNOCENT and OUTRAGEQOUS from the other cells.

Dad leaned HEAVY against him, needing his son for support.

He knew that it would only bring down the WRATHFUL of the guards again.

Head down, hoodie up, eyes on the ground. Be IMPORTANCE. Blend in. APPEAR.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) S xotiB Ou 3HOBY OyTH MaJIeHBKOIO TUTHHOIO 1 rpatucs 6e3 TypOoT.

2) Bona mae 6arato 060B’sI3KiB B0Ma, 30KpeMa JIOTJIs11aTH 3a CBOIMH OpaTaMHM 1 CECTpaMHu.

3) Y MOMEHT MiJIMCcaHHs KOHTPAKTy THKKICTb TOrO, 110 BiH 30MpaeTbes 3poouTH, OyJia
AY:Ke peajbHOI0.

4) BiH MycHB IPOKOBTHYTH CBili cTpax, Mepi HOK YBIMTH 10 TEMHOT KIMHATH.

5) Ti npomoBa fonana TpoXu pilmry4ocTi NOBCTAHNSAM, i BOHH CIPOOYBAIM 3HOBY.

6) Ilicnsa noBroi mogopo’i BOHA BiuyBasia, HIOU ii MPOMIIIM Yepe3 ’KOPHOBH.

7) BiH monomir CTUTBKOM JIFO/ISIM, 110 Y HHOTO He 3aJHIIHJI0CH HiY0ro, oo BiaaaTu.

8) Ienotu 06epexHO; 3BYK NMOIIUPIOETHCS 1AT€KO0 B TUXOMY JIICI.

9) IlignimMarouuch Ha maropO, BiH Bil4yBaB BTOMY y HOT'ax.

10) Mu rpe6nu 13 cuioro, aie octpiB OyB JA0Ci 3aHAATO JaJIeKo Bix Oepera.

11) Bin nexaB Ha 3eMI1i, 3rOPHYBIINCH KAJa4YUKOM, HAMararouuch 3irpiTUC.

12) byps 3HiMaJia ix, K JIUCTS 3 AepeB, 110 OJHOMY.

13) Mahmoud 0yB He y c00i BiJ XBUTIOBaHHS 3a 3ary0JeHy CiM 1.
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14) [Ilo6 YyHUKHYTH yBar, BiH WIIIOB 3 OMYIIEHO I'0JIOBOK, KAMIOIIOH HA I0JIOBi, 04i Ha

3E€MJII0.

15) Tuxo 3aJMIIal09UCh Y KOPUIOPi, BiH YHUKHYB XYJiraHiB.

V. Detailed Comprehension

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

What is Mahmoud’s plan to escape the dangerous situation they are in, and why does he feel
it is their only option?

How does the condition of the boat and the sea contribute to the feeling of fear and
helplessness for the refugees?

What internal conflict does Mahmoud experience when deciding whether or not to act on his
instincts to protect his family?

What does the interaction between Mahmoud and the smugglers reveal about the treatment of
refugees in the story?

How does Mahmoud’s role in his family evolve in this chapter, and what does it show about
his growing sense of responsibility?

Describe the relationship between Isabel and her father as they face the difficulties of their
journey. How does it change throughout the chapter?

How does Isabel’s reaction to the storms reflect her character and her determination to reach
safety?

What are the obstacles Isabel and her family face in their journey, and how do they manage
to survive despite them?

What is the significance of Isabel’s music during the journey? How does it help her cope with
the challenges she faces?

What role does the boat play in Isabel’s story, and how does it symbolize hope and uncertainty
at the same time?

How does Josef’s internal struggle affect his decision-making in this chapter, especially
regarding his family’s safety?

What does Josef’s experience with the ship and its passengers reveal about the challenges
faced by refugees in the past and present?

How does Josef’s relationship with his father evolve, and what does it reveal about his
personal growth?

What is the significance of the encounters with the Nazi officers in the chapter, and how does
it impact the family’s journey?

How do Josef’s feelings of fear and guilt manifest, and how do they affect his actions in this

chapter?
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Extra activity

Role-Play Debate: take on the roles of different characters (Mahmoud, Isabel, Josef, and

others). Debate key decisions made in the chapters, such as:

Mahmoud'’s decision to trust the smugglers.
Isabel’s determination to continue the journey despite the storm.

Josef’s actions in dealing with the Nazi officers.

Defend your character’s choices and argue why you acted the way they did, using evidence from the

text.
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Circle 16. (pp.137-144).

I Vocabulary

1. euphoria (n.): A state of intense excitement or happiness, often resulting from a sense of
relief or achievement.

2. giddy (adj.): Feeling light-headed or overwhelmed with joy, sometimes to the point of being
disoriented or dizzy.

3. to disembark (vb.): To leave or exit a vehicle or ship, typically after a journey or voyage.

4. grim (adj.): A serious, gloomy, or harsh demeanor, often implying something unfavorable or
depressing.

5. humiliating (adj.): Causing someone to feel ashamed, embarrassed, or degraded, often in a
public or noticeable way.

6. to thrum (vb.): To make a continuous, rhythmic sound, often deep or vibrating, like the
engine of a boat or machine.

7. distraught (adj.): Extremely upset, agitated, or emotionally disturbed, often due to worry or
grief.

8. asylum (n.): Protection or sanctuary granted to someone, especially from political or social
persecution, often in a foreign country.

9. to conspire (vb.): Secretly planning or working together with others to do something harmful
or illegal, often for a shared goal.

10. majestically (adv.): In a manner that is grand, impressive, or royal in appearance or behavior.

11. detention (n.): The act of keeping someone in custody, typically in a place like a camp or
facility, for a temporary period, often under restrictive conditions.

12. disinterested (adj.): Not interested or concerned, typically referring to someone who is
indifferent or emotionally detached from a situation.

13. invisible (adj.): Unable to be seen or noticed, often referring to a person or thing that is
overlooked or unnoticed by others.

14. to tread (vb.): To step or walk on or over something, often carefully or with a particular
purpose, like "treading water" to stay afloat.

15. compartments (n.): Small sections or enclosed spaces within a larger area, often used to

organize or store things.

II. Allusions and idioms

“He felt less like Noah and more like Moses, wandering in the desert for forty years before

reaching the Promised Land.”: This references the Biblical figures Noah and Moses. Noah is known
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for building an ark to survive the great flood, while Moses wandered in the desert for forty years
before leading his people to the Promised Land. This allusion highlights Josef’s feelings of prolonged

uncertainty and hardship while hoping for a new start in France.

“Maiana”: The word "mafiana" (meaning "tomorrow" in Spanish) is often used to symbolize false
promises or the idea of procrastination, often in a humorous or ironic context. Lito's repeated use of

"mafiana" reflects his disillusionment with the broken promises of hope that never materialize.

“treading water”: stay in place and not make progress, often while struggling to keep afloat. Lito’s

comment is a metaphor for his survival skills and endurance, particularly in times of hardship.

“This is our chance. Row — row!”: "This is our chance" refers to the rare opportunity for escape or
survival. The repetition of "row—row!" is a form of urgent, motivating command, signaling the

importance of making use of the moment.

“make waves”: disturb the status quo or draw attention to oneself. Mahmoud is realizing that to make

progress, he must stand out and not remain unnoticed, even if it’s safer to be invisible.

I1I. General Comprehension

1. How does Josef feel about being assigned to France, and what is the significance of the
"Promised Land" reference in his thoughts?

2. What is the significance of Lito’s actions during the boat escape, and how does his past
influence his decision to risk his life?

3. How does Mahmoud’s understanding of being "invisible" change by the end of the chapter,

and what does this signify about his growth as a character?

IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:

IpU CMEpTi, Ha Kpato 3arubeni — 6e3TypOOTHO, 3aXOIUIEHO, HECTPUMHO — KUAATH JOBTY
TIHb/ MAaTH TPUBAJIL CYMH1 HAaCJIIIKU — AUBHE BIAUYTTS nopoxkHedl — O0iToBaHa (00ilsHa)
3eMJIsI — HacyBaTHUCS, HAa3J0TaHSATH, THCHYTH — 1€ TOBTOPIOETHCS — OXOIMUB CIOKIH —

BIJIBOJIIKTH iX — TBii 3aBTpaIlHIi AEHb HAJICKUTh TOO1 — CIIbO3JIMBA 3yCTPiy MIiCIs PO3ITYKH
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— 3JIaMaHHWH IIMATOYOK 3a IIMATOYKOM — BHYTPIIIHBO 3JIAMAHWK — MiAHIMATH XBUJIIO/

CTBOPIOBATH MPOOJIEMH — JIaTH PO ceOe 3HATH

Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.

Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.

S & D

Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate

grammatical form if necessary.

1) “I’ll jump into the water while the rest of you escape,” the

guide said, already preparing himself.
2) After losing his entire business, his optimism faded, and he sat silently for days, looking

completely

3) As the military trucks the peaceful crowd, everyone froze,

unsure whether to run or stay.
4) As the ship drifted away from the burning coastline, the passengers felt

, unsure whether to laugh or cry.

5) As the storm calmed and the danger passed, the exhausted

passengers, and they finally dared to breathe.
6) At the celebration, children danced , forgetting the fear and

hunger they had lived with.
7) Everyone told him not to , but he refused to disappear into the

background and let others decide his fate.

8) The boy, once cheerful and talkative, now seemed , as if every

trauma had chipped away a part of him.

9) The doctor told them that their grandmother was but still

fighting as hard as she could.

10) The memory of the war continued to over the city, reminding

people of the losses they had suffered.
11) The old man stepped forward and  whispered, “Go on, child —
; don’t let fear hold you back.”

12) The young activist decided he would no longer stay silent; it was time to

and demand justice.

13) When her son returned after months in captivity, they shared

that everyone around them stopped to watch.
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A

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

14) When she heard the sirens, she whispered, “No... ,?

remembering the night her town was bombed.
15) When the refugees finally reached safety after weeks of danger, many felt they had arrived in

they had dreamed of during their entire journey.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

This party had the euphoria of more than nine hundred people who had been at DIE door and were
suddenly, MIRACLE, saved.

Josef’s mother was joined by dozens of couples, all dancing with GIDDINESS abandon.

The St. Louis is a ship on which everyone travels SECURITY and lives in COMFORTABLE.
NEGOTIATE between Captain Schroeder and the four countries still took time.

REPRESENT from the four countries sat at a long table at the front of the hall, ARGUMENT over
which passengers each would take.

Josef hoped they would get to England, because it was the FAR away from Nazi Germany, SAFETY
across the English Channel.

June twenty-first. That’s EXACT forty days and forty nights in a boat. Now, where have I heard that
story before.

But he felt less like Noah and more like Moses, WANDER in the desert for forty years before
reaching the PROMISE Land.

The secretary general of the French Refugee Assistance Committee OFFICIAL welcomed them to
France, and the porters on the docks moved QUICK to carry the passengers’ luggage.

He never got the chance. Two months later, Germany INVASION Poland, touching off a new world
war.

Eight months after that, Germany INVASION France, and Josef and his mother and sister were on
the run again.

I sent them to die when we could so easily have taken them in! It was all POLITICAL, but they
were people.

The Jewish people on the ship were SOUGHT asylum, just like us.

Now, row! Manana is yours, my BEAUTY songbird. Go to Miami and be FREEDOM!

They came for Mahmoud and his father again the next morning, this time to take part to a CROWD
(crowded) refugee camp in a cold, MUD field by a wire fence.

Multicolored camping tents stood among heaps of trash and CARD (discarded) clothes, and
Hungarian soldiers in blue uniforms and white SURGERY (surgical) masks guarded the ENTRY

(entrance) and exists.
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17. There was only one real building, a WINDOW cinder-block warehouse filled with row after row of
metal cots.

18. Getting beaten and thrown into prison by the HUNGARY had finally broken his spirit.

19. He lay LIST on a foam mattress, INTEREST in the card games or soccer games the other children
were playing.

20. Whatever CHILD joy he had once POSSESSION had been sucked out until there was nothing left.

21. The sound echoed LOUD in the big room, and SUDDEN all the kids stopped playing and all the
adults looked up from their mattress at him.

22. Waleed’s eyes were bright and LIFE for the first time Mahmoud could remember.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Ilicns MicsAmiB TOHEBIPSAHb BOHM HAPEIITI MICTAIMCA MICIs, SKE€ BCl BBaXKald CBOEIO
O6iToBaHOIO 3eMJICI0, HABITH SIKIIO Tonepeay OyIo e 6araTto TPyIHOIIIB.

2) Konwu BiH mobauuB, sk Karep OEperoBoi 0XOPOHM CTPIMKO HACYBA€THCS HA IXHIiH YOBEH, HOTO
ceplie BIajo.

3) IloBepHyBIIMCH 0/IOMY, BiH 3/1aBaBCS BHYTPIIIHHO MEPTBUM — HIOM OyAb-siKka Hamdisd
MOKHMHYJIa I0ro Ha3aBX/u.

4) [itu, 3a0yBIIM 1po CTpax i BTOMY, TaHIIOBAIH 3 0e3TypOOTHUM 3aXBaTOM, MOKH JTOPOCTi
CTIOCTEpiraay 3a HUMH.

5) Kosm martu Hapemri 3Hailia CBOIO JOHBKY Cepell HaTOBIY OKEHIIB, BOHU Malld TaKy
CIIbO3JIMBY 3yCTpiy, III0 BCi HABKOJIO BiJBEPHYJIMCS, a0U AATH IM NPUBATHICTb.

6) Cnoraau npo BiHY M J0cCi KUJalu JOBTY TiHb Ha KOXKHE PIllIEHHs, sKe BiH yxBamtoBallicis
eBakyallii OyAMHKY HOro OXONWIO JUBHE BIAYYTTS MOPOKHEU1, HIOM BiH 3a0yB IIOCH YK€
BaXKJIUBE.

7) Hinych MOIMBUBCS HAa OHYKY 1 CKa3aB: «3aBTpa — TBOE. TH MOBUHHA KUTH Kpallle, HI’K MI».

8) IloGaumBuIM TUM Haja MICTOM, BiH IpomienoTiB: «lle moBTOproeThCs», 1 BiApazy mHoyas
30upaty pedi s BTEYi.

9) Bin goBro O0yB HEBUIMMHM, ajie 3pPEIITOI0 BHUPIIIMB BUCTYNHUTU i 3asgBUTH mpo cebe, 60
MOBUAHHSI BJK€ HIYOTO HE 3MIHIOBAJIO.

10)Ii mamanu mMaTOYOK 3a IIMATOYKOM MPOTATOM POKIB, i Temep 3jaBajiocs, IO B Hill He
3aJIUIIMIIOCS aHl KPUXTH PaJlOCTi.

11) Xnonens OyB Maiike pu CMEPTI, aJie Jiikapi OOpOIUCS 3a HBOTO JO OCTAaHHBOTO.

12) «51 BigBepHY iX, — CKa3aB BiH, — a BH TiKaiiTe, JOKHU € LIaHCH.

13) Konu cutyaris ctabinizyBanacs, yCix OXONMUB MIHOOKHM, Maike HepeaTbHUI CIIOKIH.
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14) Xoua iHIIII paguiid HE CTBOPIOBATH ITPOOJIeM, BOHA 3HAJIA, IO 1HOA1 Tpeda MmiHIMaTH XBHIIIO,

1100 JOMOTTHUCS CIIPABENIUBOCTI.

V. Detailed Comprehension

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Why do the passengers on the St. Louis feel a sense of euphoria, and how does this mood
contrast with their situation?

What is Josef’s reaction to hearing the joke about the brochure describing the St. Louis? Why
does he laugh so hard?

What is the significance of the refugees being assigned to different countries, and why is Josef
disappointed that they are going to France?

What does the man from Belgium say about the ship’s journey, and why does this comment
evoke both laughter and sadness among the passengers?

How does the portrayal of the "Promised Land" evolve throughout the chapter, and what does
it mean for Josef and his family?

What makes Isabel’s grandfather, Lito, so distressed when he recalls the story of the Jewish
refugees sent back during his youth?

Why does Isabel have trouble understanding her grandfather's emotions, and how does she
finally make the connection to their own journey?

What motivates Lito to jump into the ocean during the encounter with the Coast Guard ship?
How does Isabel react to her grandfather’s decision to sacrifice himself for the family’s
escape?

What role does the word “mafiana” play in this chapter, and how does it relate to both the past
and present struggles of the characters?

How does Mahmoud’s family’s experience in the detention center reflect the dehumanizing
treatment refugees often face in camps?

What is Mahmoud’s reaction to the food delivery in the camp, and how does it highlight the
differences in the treatment of refugees?

How does Mahmoud perceive his father’s transformation in this chapter, and why does he feel
scared?

What is Mahmoud’s internal struggle about being visible versus invisible in the camp, and
how does he eventually decide to act?

Why is Mahmoud determined to make himself visible to the UN observers, and what impact

does his decision have on his family’s escape?
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Extra activity
Comparative Analysis: Compare and contrast the experiences of two characters from

different chapters. You can create a Venn diagram highlighting similarities and differences

in their journeys, challenges, and responses to adversity.
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Circle 17. (pp.145-160).

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

21.

Vocabulary

storm troopers (n.): soldiers trained for special and intense combat missions, often associated
with the Nazi military forces in World War II.

to scurry (vb.): move quickly and with short steps, usually in an attempt to escape or hide.
beam (n.): a stream of light, such as from a flashlight or the sun.

concentration camp (n.): a prison camp where people, particularly political prisoners or
persecuted groups, are detained, often under inhumane conditions.

hysterical (adj.): extremely emotional, often uncontrollably upset or frantic.

coast guard (n.): a branch of a country's military or police responsible for monitoring and
protecting its coastline.

frantic (adj.): marked by extreme urgency or wild activity due to fear or anxiety.

caps (n.): the white, foaming tops of ocean waves, caused by strong winds or currents.
umbilical cord (n.): the cord that connects a baby to its mother during pregnancy, delivering
nutrients and oxygen.

to stagger (vb.): walk unsteadily, as if about to fall, often due to fatigue or the force of waves.
detention center (n.): a facility where individuals, often refugees or immigrants, are held
temporarily.

visible (adj.): able to be seen or noticed; not hidden.

to conspire (vb.): secretly plan or work together to do something harmful or illegal.

asylum (n.): protection or shelter given to people fleeing danger or persecution in their home
countries.

congregation (n.): a group of people gathered together, often for a specific purpose, such as
prayer.

coda (n.): the concluding part of a piece of music or a story, often providing a sense of
resolution.

orchestra (n.): a large group of musicians who play a variety of instruments together.
auditioned (vb.): performed a test or trial to demonstrate skills or qualifications, often for a
role or position.

flourish (n.): a bold or extravagant gesture or action, often done for dramatic effect.

clave (n.): a rhythmic pattern in Latin music that provides the foundation for many Afro-
Cuban styles.

host family (n.): a family that offers accommodation and support to guests, often from

another country.
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22. Star of David (n.): a six-pointed star, a symbol of Judaism and the Jewish people.
23. translator (n.): a person or tool that converts spoken or written text from one language to
another.

24. to survive (vb.): continue to live or exist after a dangerous or life-threatening event.

II. Allusions and idioms

" A blue traffic sign with the words REPUBLIK OSTERREICH": Alludes to Austria’s official

name and its significance as a refuge for those fleeing persecution.

"The Isha’a prayer": Allusion to Islamic tradition, specifically the final prayer of the day in Muslim

culture.

"The Star-Spangled Banner'": The United States national anthem, symbolizing freedom and

patriotism.
"Ivan’s Industriales baseball cap': A nod to Cuban culture, particularly its passion for baseball.
"The sixth grade': Alludes to the universal experience of education and a fresh start for young

immigrants.

"The Holocaust'": A direct reference to the genocide of Jews and other groups by the Nazis during

World War IL

"At death’s door'': Meaning to be very close to dying or in great danger.

"Barking like dogs'': Describes the soldiers shouting orders, implying urgency and aggression.

"Caught up to them": Idiomatically means the pursuers (Nazis) had finally reached them.

""Mixing cries with yells to ‘swim for it’"': Suggesting desperate efforts to escape or survive.

""Abandoning ship'": A common idiom meaning to leave a difficult situation behind.

"Cut its engines'': Refers to stopping a vehicle’s movement, used metaphorically to signal a pause

or hesitation.
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"Pouring out of the detention center'': Meaning a mass exodus, with people quickly leaving.

"Fighting back tears': Trying to suppress emotional crying.

"The Promised Land'": Idiomatic for a place of hope and fulfillment, often with biblical

connotations.

"Put through the wringer': Idiomatic for enduring a series of hardships or trials.

"A clean bill of health': Suggesting someone has been declared healthy or problem-free.

""Making friends quickly': Common idiom meaning to establish relationships easily and rapidly.

"On their feet': Meaning to recover or establish stability, particularly after hardship.

"A pile of rubble": Idiomatic for something that has been completely destroyed or left in ruins.

""Made room in their hearts': Suggesting acceptance or emotional openness toward others.

II1. General Comprehension

1. Why are Josef and his family hiding in a schoolhouse in France? How does the threat of
the Nazis impact their decisions?

2. What is the significance of Mariano’s birth for Isabel and her family during their escape?
How does it symbolize hope for their future?

3. Why do Mahmoud and the refugees decide to walk to Austria? How does their march
symbolize a turning point in their journey?

4. How does Isabel’s trumpet performance in her school band reflect her journey from Cuba
to the United States? What emotions does she express through her music?

5. How does Mahmoud’s encounter with the Rosenbergs in Germany bring closure to Josef’s

story? What themes of sacrifice and survival are highlighted?
IV. Vocabulary Work

1. Find in the chapters the English equivalents of the following words and phrases:
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rpe0Tu — mipHAH 1 TUIMBU — 3QJIMINATN CYAHO — HAaWHEWMOBIPHIMIUNA CKapd — KYINHUTH
CcBOOOJy — XMTalO4HCh, BUOpanacs Ha Oeper — BHUCHMANU HATOBIOM 3 130JIATOpa
TUMYAacOBOTO TPUMAaHHS — BUAMMI. 0€33aXHCHI / BITKPUTI — mobadre Hac. MOYyHTEe Hac.
JIOTIOMO>KITh HaM — MPOJIOBXKYBAaTH PYXaTUCS BIIEpE]] — MPUBIB iX Yy II€ MiClle — TPEMTiJa,
aJie MIITHO TpuMaacs 3a — S X He 3auiy — pujaia BiJl OJETIIEHHS — BOJIA IOXOIUIIa T’
Maibke 710 mosica — BUTSTTH YOBEH Ha Oeper — CTPUMYIOUYH CIIbO3H — 3HOBY BHIVIJAIIN
qyKUMH / IHO3EMIIIMHU — JIAMaHOIO apaOChKOI0 / 3 CHIIbHUM aKIIEHTOM apaOChKOI0 — OTOYCHI

aBCTPIHALISIMHM — BiH MaJIO HE 3aIlJlakaB

2. Give English definitions for the words in exercise 1.
3. Suggest synonyms or antonyms for them.
4. Make possible collocations with the words. Use them in sentences of your own.
5. Create original sentences that reflect the meanings of the vocabulary.
6. Fill in each sentence with the correct expression from the list. Use the appropriate
grammatical form if necessary.
1) “  !I” Amara shouted to encourage them.
2) “  I”Isabel shouted to the group.
3) “ ! they called to the helpers.
4) “I think there is only enough here to ”
5) “See us. ,” they cried.
6) After the journey, the refugees , alien and unsure.
7) Allah to this place.
8) Exhausted, Isabel onto the beach.

9) If they stopped, the Hungarians would arrest them. They had to

10) Isabel and the others as fast as they could to escape the waves.

11) Isabel hugged him,

12) Josef the window to see if anyone was outside.

13) Josef knocked the rest of the glass out of the window

14) Mahmoud and his family walked with the crowd for hours.

15) Mahmoud fell to his knees, of exhaustion and happiness.

16) Mahmoud stared at the paper like it was

17) Mahmoud was so happy that

18) Men, women, children all after being released.

19) On the wall, a map of Europe.

20) One Austrian said, “Welcome to Austria!”
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11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19

21) She was Mariano like she would never let go.
22) Suddenly, they were .
23) The Nazis had finally them.

24) The water Isabel’s waist.
25) They were as the ship sank.

7. Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the gap.

. An artillery shell whistled overhead and hit with a SHUDDER ¢thoom somewhere nearby.

The desks were all in perfect rows, and a long-forgotten ASSIGN was still written on the

chalkboard.

Josef ducked back down inside, and his eyes fell on ta map of Europe on the wall, the VARY

countries shaded different colors.

Germany had ABSORPTION Austria, and conquered Poland and Czechoslovakia soon after.

But they all still wore their coats, even though it was the HIGH of summer.

At the chance she might really be able to buy their way out, Josef’s mother became HYSTERIA.

The soldier looked at her EXPECT.

Isabel was paddling HELP against the tide, tears running down the face.

Isabel sobbed with RELIEVED and grabbed hold.
. The other refugees on the Coast Guard ship were hopping up and down and clapping and yelling
ENGOURAGE.

Isabel heard her baby brother cry out for the first time. The sound stunned Isabel and the others
into STILL.

She loved him with a DEEP she had never felt before, not evem toward Ivan.

Isabel hugged him PROTECT against the push and pull of the waves.

This walk quickly seemed END.
Mahmoud fell to his knees, fighting back tears of EXHAUSTED and HAPPY.

A woman gave Mahmoud’s mother a HAND of clean clothes, and a man worried over his father’s
cuts and bruises.

A more organized effort was LOAD a truck full of fresh fruit, and another group was handing
out diapers to anyone with babies.
Isabel adjusted Ivan’s Industriales baseball cap on her head, took a deep BREATHE, and began
to play ”The Star-Spangled Banner”, the NATION anthem of the United States.

. Today it was time to start a new SING.
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20. Mahmoud’s father slid open the side door for them to climb out, and Mahmoud and his mother
and brother grabbed the backpacks filled with the clothes, toiletries and bedrolls the German
RELIEVED workers had given them.

21. She paused a moment, then took the picture down off the wall REVERENT, with both hands.

22. Mahmoud was also filled with GRATEFUL. Josef had died so Ruthie could live.

8. Translate the following sentences into English using the expressions from the list.

1) Mo3ed THXO BUIISIHYB Y BiKHO, 1106 ITEPEKOHATHCS, 110 HiXTO HEe GaunTh HOTO.

2) Moro morisy 3ynuHUBCS HA CTapiil KapTi €Bpony Ha CTiHi, i BiH 3aMucIuBCL.

3) Ha xanb, HAMCTH HAPEIITI HA3AOTHAJIM iX TTICIISI TOBIOTO BTEYI.

4) Mosed po36uB pemty ckiia y namini, 60 60sBCs, 0 BOHU TIOMITATb HOTO.

5) “S1 mymaro, 0 TYT AOCTaTHHO JIHIIE, 100 KYNUTH CBOOOAY AJs OJHIi€l 3 Baluux AiTei,”
CKa3aB BIH THXO.

6) Bci nitu ta gopocii rpid, rpid, rpié, Hamararouucs aictatucs a0 Oepera 10 npuodoro.

7) “IlnuBithk ycima cuiaamu!” — 3akpudana Amapa, mijg0aapopIodu JIpy3iB.

8) INacaxxupu Oynu 3MyIIeHI MOKUAATH YOBEH, KOJIM BiH II0YaB TOHYTH.

9) Bin nuBuBCS HA CTAPOBUHHUM TOKYMEHT, HIOM TpUMaB y pyKax HaiiHeiiMoBipHiluii ckapo
CBITY.

10) BromuieHa i 3 mopaHeHHSIM, BOHA KPOK 32 KPOKOM, XUTAIO4YHCh, BUOpaJacs Ha Oeper.

11) Ilicnst 3BUIbHEHHS JIOAM BCIX BIKOBUX I'PYN BHJIMBAJIMCS i3 HEHTPY TPUMAHHS.

12) IlpoTsirom 6araTbOX rOJAWH BOHHU WIILIH 3 HATOBIIOM, MTOBHICTIO BUAUMI, 0e33aXUCHi.

13) “Ilo6auTe Hac, movyiiTe HAC, JOMOMOXKITH HaM!” — KpUYaAJIM BOHU /10 IEPEXOKHX.

14) Ski1o BOHU 3yNUHSUIACSA, YTOPIL apeITOBYBaIM O X, TOMY BOHH MYCHJIM MPOAOBKYBAaTH
pyxartucs Biepen.

15) Bipa minka3zyBaina, mo Asiax NpMBiB iX y 1e micue 6e3nedse.

16) Bona tpemrina, aje MigHo TpuMaJsacs 3a Mapuano, He O0a)xxarouM BiIyCKaTH Horo.

17) “s1ix e 3aaumny!” — BUryknysa [3adesnb, BIAMOBIISIOUUCH 3IUILIUTH JIPY3iB.

18) Konu BiH 3Hai1IOB ii, BOHa 00iifHsIa HOT0, puAaJia Bill MoJiermeHHs.

19) Boga noxoauna maiixke 70 Hosica: BOHA 0yJia JIuie TPOXH HMKYe Ti TaJil.

20) “/lomomMoxkiTh HAM BUTSIITH Y0BeH Ha Oeper!” — KJIMKallu BOHU PATYBAJIbHUKIB.

21) Maxmyn ynaB Ha KOJIiHa, CTPUMYIOUH CJIBLO3M BijJl BTOMU Ta IIACTS OJHOYACHO.

22) Ilicns noBroi mooposxi O1KEHIIl 3HOBY BUIJISIAAIN YYKUMHU, HE3BUYHUMH cepell HOBUX
JIIOJIEH.

23) OpnuH aBcTpienb ckazan: “Welcome to Austrial” 3 CHIIBHUM aKLEHTOM apadCcbKoIO0.
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24) PantoM BOHM OMUHUJIKCS OTOYEeHi aBCTPIsIMMU, 1 116 BUKIUKAJIO JIETKE XBUITIOBAHHSI.

25) Maxmyn OyB Tak MIACIUBHIA, III0 MaiizKe 3aMjIaKaB BiJl PaJlOCTi.

V. Detailed Comprehension

A o

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

Why did Josef and his family have to flee the schoolhouse in Vornay, and what challenges
did they face while escaping?

How does Josef react to Ruthie’s attempt to appease the soldiers with a “Heil Hitler” gesture?
What does the Nazi soldier demand from Josef’s mother, and how does she respond?

What choice is Josef’s mother forced to make, and why is it so devastating?

How does the chapter emphasize the desperation and moral dilemmas faced by Josef's family?
What emotions does Isabel experience as her mother gives birth to Mariano in the boat?
Why do the Castillos jump into the water, and how does it influence the group's chances of
reaching the shore?

What motivates Sefior Castillo to lift Isabel out of the boat, and how does Isabel react?

How is the moment of Mariano’s birth portrayed as symbolic for Isabel and her family’s
journey?

What role does the cheering crowd on the Coast Guard ship play in the scene’s emotional
resolution?

How do the Hungarian police and local people react to the refugees marching on the highway?
What motivates Mahmoud and the other refugees to keep walking despite the long distance?
How does the reaction of the Austrians at the border contrast with the treatment the refugees
received in Hungary?

What significance does the act of praying together at the Austrian border hold for Mahmoud
and his family?

How do the Austrians and Germans help the refugees upon their arrival, and how does this
support impact Mahmoud?

How has Isabel’s life changed since arriving in Miami, and what steps has her family taken to
adapt?

How does Isabel’s decision to play “The Star-Spangled Banner” in a son cubano style reflect
her personal journey?

What does Ivan’s Industriales baseball cap symbolize for Isabel during her performance?
How does Isabel’s ability to hear and play the clave rhythm symbolize her connection to her
heritage?

Why is this chapter described as the "coda" to Isabel’s story?

106



21. What is Mahmoud’s initial impression of Berlin, and how does it compare to his experiences
in Aleppo?

22. What does Mahmoud discover about Herr and Frau Rosenberg, and how does their history
connect to his family’s journey?

23. How does Frau Rosenberg’s story about her brother Josef impact Mahmoud’s understanding
of sacrifice and survival?

24. What role does the photo of the Rosenberg family play in linking the past and present?

25. How does Mahmoud find hope and healing in his new home with the Rosenbergs?
Extra activity

Character Reflection Journal: choose one of the main characters (Josef, Isabel, or Mahmoud) and

write a reflective journal entry as if you were that protagonist at the end of their journey.

If you were Josef, how would you feel about your choices and sacrifices?
If you were Isabel, what does Mariano’s birth symbolize for you and your family’s future?
If you were Mahmoud, how does meeting Frau Rosenberg change your perspective on

your journey?

Alternate Endings: rewrite the ending of one character's story, imagining what might have

happened if one key event had turned out differently.

What if Josef’s mother had chosen differently?
What if Isabel’s family hadn’t reached Miami in time?
What if Mahmoud’s family had not found the Rosenbergs?
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