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Abstract: Burial sites and places of memory are important sights of the past. Their current state reflects the 
attitude of contemporary generations to the history of the family in particular and to the history of the nation and the 
country as a whole. These objects can serve as a resource for the development of various types of tourism, including 
religious, pilgrimage, cognitive, ethnographic, genealogical, dark tourism etc. There are a large number of Jewish mass 
graves and places of memory of the Holocaust victims in Ukraine, which can be considered as historical and cultural 
component of the regional ethnocultural potential. The goal of the article is to evaluate the current state of mass graves 
and places of memory of the Holocaust victims in small towns in the Capital socio-geographical region of Ukraine as a 
component of the ethnocultural potential of the region.

The article reveals the importance of the mass graves and places of memory of the Holocaust victims in small 
towns in the Capital socio-geographical region of Ukraine both as a part of historical memory and as a component 
of the ethnocultural potential of the region. The historical preconditions of appearance of mentioned objects on the 
investigated area are considered. The present state of the mass graves and the places of memory of the Holocaust 
victims in the researched towns is analysed. The author proposes key approaches to protect and memorialize Jewish 
mass graves and places of memory of the Holocaust victims in Ukraine, emphasizing that honouring the memory of 
the victims is a necessary symbol for present and future generations. However, the embodiment of the ethnocultural 
potential might serve as a competitive advantage in the development of tourism and may result in the improvement of 
the socio-economic situation in the region.
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Анотація: Традиційна к ультура певного етносу виступає туристичним ресурсом для розвитк у різних 
видів і форм туризму. Ці ресурси можна поділити на наявні, які можу ть бу ти продемонстровані, та латентні, 
які були притаманні етносам, що мешкали на даній територі ї, а сьогодні від тих часів залишилися не стільки 
матеріальні артефакти, скільки згадки і спомини. Важ ливе місце у визначенні латентних ресурсів відіграє 
історична пам’ять – не стільки масове знання про минуле, скільки сприйняття минулого як спадщини.

Важ ливими пам’ятками минулого, с тан яких відображає с тавлення сучасників до іс торі ї  родини, 
наці ї ,  країни загалом, є захоронення та місця пам’яті.  Меморіальна спадщина охоплює як матеріальні,  так 
і  нематеріальні об’єк ти, що є ск ладовими етнок ульт урного потенціалу певної територі ї.  В межах малих 
міс течок дос лід ж уваного району існує велика кількіс ть єврейських масових поховань та місць пам’яті жертв 
Голокос т у. Піс ля ок упаці ї  Й.   Сталіним у 1941р. міжвоєнних польських та румунських територій, кількіс ть 
євреїв в УРСР зрос ла щонайменше до 2,45 млн осіб. Однак напад Німеччини на Радянський Союз призвів до 
величезної трагеді ї  єврейс тва, що отримала назву Голокос т – убивс тво єврейського населення різних країн 
Європи, яке скоїла нацис тська, гітлерівська Німеччина за допомогою предс тавників інших ок упованих країн 
у роки Другої світової війни.

Метою с тат ті  є  оцінка с учасного с тану масових поховань та місць пам’яті  єврейського етнос у малих 
міс течок Столичного с успільно -  географічного району України як ск ладової  етнок ульт урного потенціалу 
регіону.  У с тат ті  розкрито значення масових поховань та місць пам’яті  жертв Голокос т у у малих міс течках 
Столичного с успільно -географічного району України як ск ладової  іс торичної пам’яті  та компонент у 
етнок ульт урного потенціалу регіону.  Розгляну то іс торичні  передумови появи вищезгаданих об’єк тів 
на територі ї  дос лід ж уваного району.  Проаналізовано с учасний с тан масових поховань та місць пам’яті 
жертв Голокос т у в зазначених міс течках .  Запропоновано основні  шляхи з захис т у та меморіалізаці ї  місць 
масових поховань євреїв України в роки Другої  світової  війни.  Вшанування пам’яті  жертв Голокос т у є 
необхідним символом д ля теперішніх та майбу тніх поколінь,  а  реалізація етнок ульт урного потенціалу 
з датна вис т упати конк урентною перевагою розвитк у т уризму в регіоні . 

К лючові с лова:  місця пам’яті ,  масові поховання, Голокос т, малі міс течка, іс торична пам’ять, 
етнок ульт урний потенціал.



43Ekonomichna ta Sotsialna Geografiya, 2018, Vol. 79

Goals. The goal of the article is to analyze the 
current state of mass graves and places of memory of the 
victims of the Holocaust of small towns in the Capital 
socio-geographical region of Ukraine as a component of 
the ethnocultural potential of the region.

Results and discussion. Traditional culture of a 
certain ethnic group serves as a tourist resource for the 
development of various types and forms of tourism. 
These resources can be divided into existing, which 
can be demonstrated, and latent, which were inherent to 
the ethnic groups living in certain territory, and today 
are not so much represented with  material artifacts, 
but  with memories and mentions. Historical memory is 
significant in determining the latent resource. This notion 
is not so much mass knowledge about the past, but the 
perception of the past as an inheritance, which becomes 
an instrumental value [19, p. 139].

The burial sites are significant if they have historical, 
social, artistic, religious, genealogical, technological, 
landscape, botanical or representative value. The 
most widely accepted definition of mass graves is the 
group burial of the dead in similar time period, often 
as a result of the military event, famine, epidemic or 
natural disaster. The concept of “place of memory” was 
suggested by P.  Nora in the end of 20th century. The 
philosopher defined it as any existing object, material or 
non-material in nature, which by dint of human will or 
the work of time has become a symbolic element of the 
memorial heritage of any community. Such places may 
include: places such as museums, cathedrals, mosques, 
temples, palaces, cemeteries, archives and memorials; 
concepts and practices such as commemorations, mottos, 
and all rituals; objects such as inherited property,  
commemorative monuments, emblems, basic texts, and 
symbols etc. The concept focuses on the identity of 
community and covers not only physical remains, but 
also intangible cultural expressions [8].

In these sense, the memorial legacy covers both 
material and non-material objects which are components 
of the ethnocultural potential of a particular territory. 
The ethnocultural potential of the region is based on 
the ethnocultural spatial system, representing a set 
of interconnected components of material and non-
material culture, institutions and ethnic groups that 
interact in the corresponding regional geocultural 
space [14, p.  113]. The resources of the ethnocultural 
potential can be divided into historical and cultural, 
socio-economic, spiritual and cultural, manufacturing 
and technological, administrative, biosocial [3, p.  69], 
socio-cultural, innovative and commercial, educational 
and scientific, national-cultural [15, p.  89], investment  
and patronage components.

There are a large number of the Jewish mass graves 
and places of the Holocaust victims’ memory in the 
researched towns. Since July 1940 by June 1941, after 
the occupation of the interwar Polish and Romanian 
territories by J. Stalin, the number of Jews in the USSR 
increased to at least 2.45 million people, making Ukraine 
the homeland of the largest Jewish minority [5, p.  11]. 
In 1941, the German invasion of the Soviet Union led 
to a huge tragedy of Ukrainian Jewry. The murder of 
the Jewish population in different countries of Europe, 

Introduction. The attitude of contemporary society to 
the history of the family, the nation, and the country as a 
whole is represented by the state of burial sites and places 
of memory. The burial sites include graves, cemeteries 
and mass graves. Depending on the combination of value 
characteristics, such places can serve as a resource for the 
development of various types of tourism, including religious, 
pilgrimage, cognitive, ethnographic, genealogical,  
dark tourism etc. [20, p. 137]. The places of memory have 
a great importance. According to philosopher P.  Nora, 
these are the places in which memory is crystallized, 
in which it finds a refuge. This place is associated 
with this specific moment in history, a turning point in 
which a sense of rapture with the past is inextricably 
bound up with a sense that a rift has occurred  
in memory [4, p. 59].

There are a large number of the Jewish mass graves 
and places of memory of the victims of the Holocaust in 
Ukraine, which are historical and cultural component 
of the ethnocultural potential of the region. Together 
with other components that form the structure of such 
potential, they can be practically implemented in many 
directions, such as support and development of ethnic 
groups, improvement of international and interregional 
(economic, cultural, informational) relationship with 
other  peoples similar in ethnic, cultural, religious 
features, tourism development, preservation of material 
heritage, development of infrastructure, utilities, 
transport system of the territory etc. [15, p. 88].

Literature Review. The aforementioned issue 
was investigated by many researchers, above all, by 
psychologists, philosophers, historians, anthropologists, 
ethnographers, sociologists and other scholars. At the 
same time, within the framework of social geography, 
the study of mass graves and places of memory of the 
Holocaust victims as a resource for the development of 
tourism is insufficiently explored. The essence of burial 
sites as a tourist and recreational resource was depicted 
in the works of O.  Beydyk [3], I.  Smyrnov [21], etc. 
The issues of memorialization of the Holocaust victims 
in Ukraine were investigated by A.  Podol’s’kyy [4], 
V.  Nadol’s’ka [16], V.  Nakonechnyy [17] and others. 
Domestic research of the mentioned places in Ukraine 
is carried out at the Ukrainian Center for Holocaust 
Studies, The Judaica Centre (Kyiv), Tkuma Ukrainian 
Institute for Holocaust Studies (Dnipro), etc. Foreign 
authors, such as T. Blom, T. Seaton, K. Rozhek [22], etc., 
generally, investigate researched sites in the context of 
dark tourism. The works of A. Shapiro [18], O. Bartov [2],  
S. Gruber [10] and R. Golbert [6] are devoted to the study 
of mentioned sites in Ukraine. Foreign researches are 
carried out by The Yad Vashem’s International Institute for 
Holocaust Research (Israel), The United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum (USA), The POLIN Museum of the 
History of Polish Jews (Poland) etc.

At the same time, mass graves and places of memory of 
the victims of the Holocaust in the small towns in the Capital 
socio-geographical region of Ukraine, as a factor of tourism 
development intensification, require a separate study.  
This has resulted in the selection of the researched topic.
 ______________
 © Maryna Mykhaliuk
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to general estimates, most of the Jews were killed 
in Radomyshl (more than 2000), Skvyra (more than 
1000), and Bohuslav (more than 400) [1, 11, 13]. Within 
the Capital socio-geographical region of Ukraine, the 
largest number of the mass graves is located in Skvyra, 
Tarashcha and Bohuslav (Fig. 1).

Within the studied towns, the largest number of 
memorials, monuments and commemorative plaques 
to the Holocaust victims are located in Radomyshl, 
Koriukivka, Bohuslav and Skvyra (Fig. 2). The 
surrounding monuments were also referred to the towns 
as they perpetuate the memory of the Jews who were 
inhabitants of mentioned settlements.

During the Soviet period places of memory of 
the Holocaust victims in Ukraine were not organized 
properly. The communist regime did not distinguish 
the Jews from the total number of the war victims. 
Therefore, many commemorative plaques, located 
on the murder sites of entire Jewish communities 
indicate that “peaceful Soviet citizens” or “victims of 
fascism” etc. are buried here. This completely reflects 
the totalitarian policy of Soviet power, based on hiding 

which was committed by Nazi Germany, with the help 
of representatives of other occupied countries during 
the Second World War is called Holocaust. In Hebrew 
literature the term Shoa (misfortune) is also used. 
During the Nazi period and during the war, 6 million 
European Jews were murdered in the 27 countries of  
the European continent [4, p.58].

Between 1941 and 1944, the German invaders 
killed about 1.4 million Jews living in the country 
[7, p.  20]. The main features of the Holocaust in 
Ukraine were the widespread propaganda of the Jews’ 
accusations in “yids-bolshevism”, the massive use 
of the order of the executions of persons who hid or 
provided assistance to the Jews. Murder lasted from 
1941 to 1944 [5, p. 378]. Many of the victims were 
deported to death camps, tens of thousands of the Jews 
were shot in the fields or in the woods. The victims of 
these murders were often forced to go in large groups 
to the place of execution, where they usually dug their 
graves. There is no accurate data on the number of the 
Holocaust victims in the towns of the studied area, also 
local tragic dates are often approximate. According 

Fig. 1. Number of mass graves of the small towns in the Capital socio-geographical region of Ukraine in 2018 
(Own elaboration based on [9, 10, 12])

Fig. 2. Number of memorials, monuments and commemorative plaques to the victims of the Holocaust  
of the small towns in the Capital socio-geographical region of Ukraine in 2018

(Own elaboration based on [9, 10, 12, 23])
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places in Western Ukraine were selected: the villages 
of Bakhiv, Kysylyn, Ostrozhets, Prokhid and the city of 
Rava-Ruska. The solemn opening of all five memorials 
took place in 2015 [24].

There are no accurate data on the current state 
and number of the mass graves and places of memory 
of the victims of the Holocaust in Ukraine. The most 
complete data on the number of the Jewish burial sites 
were provided in 2005 by USA Commission [10]. 
According to our estimates, there are about 15% of 
the Jewish mass graves within the studied towns from 
their total number in Ukraine. This data is approximate 
because most of these places are weakly marked or not 
marked all, so the presence of a memorial with a small 
plaque reminding of events that have occurred, already 
describes the condition of the object as relatively 
satisfactory (Table 1). Given the large number of the 
Jewish mass graves, the most attention require the 

the number of the Holocaust victims. After Ukraine 
gained its independence, the state neither imposed an 
obstacle to the revival of the memory of the genocide 
of the Jews, nor participated in it as a rule. For decades, 
most of the mass killing sites remained neglected 
and undeclared. Today, there is no state position to 
preserve the memory of the Holocaust in Ukraine by 
installing memorial plaques on the mass killing sites 
of the Jews. The Holocaust history was not integrated 
into the national narrative of the war. The appearance 
of monuments to the victims of the Holocaust, the 
publication of special literature, the arrangement of 
summer schools and workshops on the Jewish history 
in Ukraine were the result of public initiatives [4, p. 61].  
In 2010, the American Jewish Committee, in cooperation 
with the Yahad-In Unum Foundation and other partners, 
launched the Protect the Memory project to preserve 
and memorize the mass graves. For the pilot project, five 

Table 1

Significance and condition of the Jewish mass graves of small towns in the 
Capital socio-geographical region of Ukraine

Oblast (province)

               Town

Jewish mass grave  
(year of foundation, presence of memorial,  

monument or commemorative plaque)
Condition of mass grave

Zhytomyr oblast
Baranivka Jewish mass grave (?);  Installed Unsatisfactory
Ovruch Jewish mass grave  (1941 );  Installed Relatively satisfactory

Radomyshl

Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory
Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory
Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory

Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory

Kyiv oblast

Bohuslav
Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory
Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory

Kaharlyk Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Satisfactory

Skvyra

Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory
Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory
Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed  Relatively satisfactory
Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory  

Tarashcha
Jewish mass grave (1941);  Installed Relatively satisfactory
Jewish mass grave (1940);  Not installed Unsatisfactory

Chernihiv oblast
Bakhmach Jewish mass grave (1941–1943);  Installed Satisfactory

Horodnia
Jewish mass grave (1941); Installed Relatively satisfactory
Jewish mass grave (1941 );  Installed  Unsatisfactory

Mena Jewish mass grave (1941–1943);  Installed Relatively satisfactory
Snovsk Jewish mass grave (1941–1945);  Installed Relatively satisfactory
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the victims of the Holocaust in the small towns of the 
Capital socio-geographical region of Ukraine makes 
it possible to draw some conclusions and synthesis, as 
well as to propose prospects for further explorations in 
the researched topic.

There are a large number of the mass graves and 
places of memory of the victims of the Holocaust in the 
studied towns. The majority about – 80% of the mass 
graves are in satisfactory condition. At the same time, 
only those that indicate the burials of “peaceful Soviet 
citizens” and / or “victims of fascism” have the status 
of the cultural and historical heritage at the local level. 
Only 30% of the monuments from their total number in 
Ukraine have the protective number. Such monuments 
are located in Koriukivka, Bakhmach, Ichnia, Kaharlyk, 
Mena and Novhorod-Siverskyi. The Jewish communities 
of the studied towns so far are not numerous and mainly 
consist of elderly people. More than 50-100 people live 
in Bohuslav, Skvyra and Novhorod-Siverskyi, and in the 
remaining towns have up to 20 people. Therefore, the 
ability of communities to maintain and identify places of 
memory of the victims of the Holocaust is very limited. 
In many towns, tragic dates are honoured on the initiative 
of local communities.

There is no clear state position for preservation of 
the memory of the victims of the Holocaust in Ukraine 
by installing memorials in places of mass execution of 
the Jews. The installation of memorials, monuments and 
commemorative plaques is carried out mainly by non-
governmental organizations or private persons. There 
are no memorable signs on many places of tragedy, 
which makes it difficult to hold meetings during tragic 
dates. Unfortunately, the history of the Holocaust was not 
integrated into the national narrative of war, so it is still 
perceived only as part of the Jewish history. However, the 
memory of the tragic events and the commemoration of 
the victims is a necessary symbol for present and future 
generations. At the same time, the mass graves and 
places of memory of the Holocaust victims constitute 
an important part of the ethnocultural potential of the 
region, which can contribute to the development of 
various types of tourism, and as a result, improve the 
socio-economic situation in the studied towns. In order 
to provide required protection and memorialization 
of these sites, the government programme must be 
implemented and non-governmental initiatives should 
be involved. The history of the Holocaust should be 
integrated into the national narrative of war. Further 
socio-geographical research of this topic should concern 
the implementation of the ethnocultural potential of 
the Jewish ethnos of the studied towns by integrating 
the history of the Holocaust into the consciousness 
of society, as well as developing, with the help of 
leading research and educational institutions, learning  
programs, primarily for local residents. 

mass graves in Kaharlyk, Horodnia (near the village 
Aloshynske) – an indication of the Jewish victims on 
the burial grounds, in Tarashcha (on the territory of 
the Jewish cemetery), the delineation of the relevant 
territory, its fencing and marking.

Many places of the tragedy have no memorials. 
The protection of the mass graves and places of memory 
remains a burning issue. However, to date, only the sites 
which are marked as the burial places of “peaceful Soviet 
citizens” and / or “victims of fascism” have the status 
of the local heritage. Only 30% of the monuments from 
their total number in Ukraine have the protective number. 
Such monuments are located in Koriukivka, Bakhmach, 
Ichnia, Kaharlyk, Mena and Novhorod-Siverskyi (Fig. 2). 
About 80% of the graves are in a relatively satisfactory 
condition. The installation of memorials is carried out by 
non-governmental organizations or private persons.

The Jewish communities of the studied towns 
at present consist mainly of elderly people and are 
not numerous, due to the waves of emigration to the 
western countries, the migration of the population to 
large cities. The most numerous Jewish communities 
(from 50 to 100 people) live in Bohuslav, Skvyra 
and Novhorod-Siverskyi, and in the remaining 
towns they account for up to 20 people. At the 
initiative of the communities, important national 
dates are commemorated, such as the International 
Holocaust Memorial Day (January 27), the Yom-
ha-Shoa (second half of April or early May), as well 
as local tragic dates are honoured. There can be 
various ways to protect and memorialize the Jewish 
mass graves and places of memory of the Holocaust 
victims in Ukraine. However, considering the small 
amount of Jewish inhabitants in studied towns, the 
communities will not have sufficient resources for 
abovementioned actions. Therefore, the government 
programme on protection and memorialization of 
these sites must be implemented. In addition, non-
governmental initiatives such as the Protect the 
Memory project should be also involved. The tragedy 
of the Holocaust deserves deeper consideration in the 
school curriculum. The history of Holocaust should 
be integrated into the national narrative of war, and 
not to be perceived only as part of Jewish history.

The mass graves and places of memory of the 
Holocaust victims are of great interest, first of all, 
for those who used to live in these towns, those 
interested in the history and origin of their families, 
the descendants of people who survived the Holocaust 
and those interested in the Jewish legacy. However, 
these sites are part not only of the Jewish historical 
memory, but also are an important page of the history 
of all Ukrainian citizens.

Conclusion and Implications. The scientific 
analysis of the mass graves and the memorial sites of 
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