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Abstract 

Predko M. Ye. The mechanisms of influence of civil society institutions on anti-

corruption policy of Ukraine. – Qualifying scientific work, manuscript copyright. 

The dissertation submitted for obtaining the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 

specialty 281 <Public Management and Administration.= (28 - Public Management and 

Administration). – Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Kyiv, 2024.

The dissertation addresses the urgent scientific task, which consists in the 

theoretical substantiation of mechanisms of influence of civil society institutions 

(hereinafter – CSI) on the processes of formation and implementation of an anti-

corruption policy in Ukraine. Practical recommendations for the state authorities 

(hereinafter – SA) and local self-government bodies (hereinafter – LSG) on their 

application in conditions of martial law and post-war recovery of our state have been 

developed. 

The main scientific approaches to the definition of concepts in the context of 

terminological systems <corruption–corruptibility=, <political corruption–anti-

corruption policy=, <civil society–CSI–public–mechanisms of influence of CSI on anti-

corruption policy= are systematized and their interrelation and semantic features are 

revealed. Attention is focused on the fact that anti-corruption policy is a set of measures 



aimed at preventing corruption, detecting and stopping corrupt actions, as well as 

restoring violated standards of integrity and ethical norms in the fields of public and 

state life; and the mechanism of CSI influence on anti-corruption policy is a multi-level 

system of complex means, the contextual specification of which depends on functional 

orientation, methods, principles and instruments of influence. 

The features of the mechanisms of influence of CSI as a system of 

counterbalances to corruption in modern Ukraine are disclosed in the context of stages, 

namely: patriotic-nomenclature as the activation of civic initiatives (1991– 1999); 

confrontational-oligarchic as resistance and opposition to the formation of an 

oligarchic corruption system (2000 – 2014); partnership-institutional, when CSI 

becomes an active subject of anti-corruption policy (2015 – to the present). 

It is noted that changes in the role of  CSI in the formation and implementation 

of anti-corruption policy can be traced in the regulatory legal acts (hereinafter –  RLA) 

of Ukraine –  from  the object of law enforcement regulations to an active subject 

(control over the activities of authorities, the public and other entities; participation in 

the development and implementation of anti-corruption strategies, programs and laws; 

provision of expert assessment, consultations and recommendations on political 

decisions in the field of anti-corruption; directing measures to increase public 

awareness of the negative consequences of corruption and stimulate active civic 

participation; mobilizing citizens to participate in civic initiatives and counteracting 

corruption through petitions, protests, and other forms of expressing civic position, 

etc.). However, the legislation lacks a holistic concept of the activities of civil society 

institutions in the process of formation and implementation of anti-corruption policies. 

Attention has been drawn to the fact that the legislation of Ukraine takes into 

account the implementation of international legal requirements on the necessity of 

interaction between state authorities and local governments on the one hand and civil 

society on the other in the field of combating corruption. It was noted that effective 

activity of civil society institutions depends on: political will as determination and 

readiness of political leaders to combat corruption; motivation of civil society 



representatives; promotion of best practices of public participation in the formation, 

development and implementation of anti-corruption policy. 

The analysis of international anti-corruption experience allows us to conclude 

that effective anti-corruption policies are implemented in countries that systematically 

and consistently introduce comprehensive measures, involving civil society institutions 

(CSI). Effective models of countering corruption are distinguished and characterized: 

vertical (Singapore), where priority is given to vertical, strict administrative measures; 

horizontal (Sweden) 3 a multi-level system of mechanisms of civic initiatives, civic 

practices is traced; mixed (Poland) 3 based on the interaction of both vertical and 

horizontal mechanisms, combining administrative levers of influence on the 

development and implementation of anti-corruption countermeasures, as well as the 

active application of civic strategies. 

It is emphasized that without well-founded replication of <smart= anti-corruption 

practices, which may not always work successfully in another contextual field, and 

without a critical and balanced reconsideration, it is impossible to achieve an effective 

result. 

Emphasis is placed on effective international practices already successfully 

utilized in Ukraine (creation of specialized anti-corruption institutions, the Institute of 

Exposure, increased indicators of public participation, etc.), as well as on factors that 

are still underutilized. This includes political will of leaders and institutions, 

partnership cooperation between state authorities (SA) and local self-government 

bodies (LSG) with civil society, and effective involvement of civil society institutions 

(CSI) in anti-corruption awareness events. It also involves supporting civic initiatives 

and expanding dialogue platforms for prompt response to citizens’ reports of 

corruption violations. 

It is found that the main tools of civil society institutions’ anti-corruption 

activities are public control, public expertise, public hearings, monitoring of 

government activities; conducting sociological research and promoting digitalization 

of public administration. It was noted that a new form of public participation is the 

volunteer movement, which became active during the war.  



It is also emphasized that in order to strengthen the development of public 

practices in Ukraine and effective partnerships between state authorities, local 

governments and civil society institutions, it is necessary to create effective feedback 

mechanisms and direct links between them at all levels of government. The interaction 

between them is defined as a set of interrelated actions and joint projects aimed at 

identifying, preventing and combating corrupt practices in various spheres of society 

that include the following mechanisms: informational-communicative, expert-

analytical, educational-promotional, organizational-financial, and practical-

partnership. 

It is noted that civil society, acting as an important factor in supporting anti-

corruption measures during the war and post-war periods (control and monitoring of 

expenditures, distribution of humanitarian aid and country recovery projects), can exert 

pressure on the authorities to ensure transparency and accountability in recovery and 

reconstruction; provide legal assistance to victims of corruption violations and protect 

their rights in court; participate in the decision-making process and the development of 

reconstruction strategies, which allows taking into account the interests of society and 

minimizing corruption risks. 

A model for optimizing the activities of civil society institutions in the 

development of anti-corruption policies is substantiated and developed, the constituent 

factors of which are: mechanisms of interaction between them and state authorities and 

local governments; systematic monitoring of the level of trust in the authorities; 

consideration of specific contexts of corruption risks; personal qualities of 

representatives of civil society institutions (competence; responsibility; ability to 

cooperate effectively with various non-state organizations, governmental structures, 

international partners and other interested parties, adaptability, leadership); anti-

corruption strategy for educational activities. 

Practical recommendations have been made to minimize the detrimental effects 

of corruption in Ukraine. These suggestions focus on bolstering the involvement of 

civil society institutions in shaping and executing anti-corruption policies in the 

conditions of martial law and post-war reconstruction of our state. 



The first chapter of the dissertation <Theoretical Foundations of Investigating 

Mechanisms of Civil Society Institutions’ Influence on Anti-Corruption Policy of 

Ukraine,= reveals the degree of scientific development of the problem in the theory and 

practice of public administration, refining the conceptual and categorical apparatus. 

The second chapter <Mechanisms of CSI Influence as Factors in Prevention, 

Detection, and Counteraction to Corruption,= identifies and substantiates the main 

stages, regulatory and legal framework for the formation of institutional capacity of 

civil society institutions in Ukraine and analyzes effective anti-corruption practices in 

foreign countries, in which public participation is one of the components. 

The third chapter <Priority Directions for Strengthening CSI’s Means of 

Influence on Anti-Corruption Policy in Modern Ukraine,= reveals the possibilities of 

implementing international anti-corruption experience in Ukraine, examines modern 

forms and methods of activities of civil society institutions presenting   an optimal 

model as a system of components of mechanisms of influence on the formation and 

implementation of the state anti-corruption policy. 

 

Keywords: public administration, public management, corruption, civil society 

institutions, anti-corruption policy, anti-corruption mechanisms, public authorities, 

local self-government bodies, representative authorities, prevention and counteraction 

to corruption. 
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