58 COPIdA. 'ymanitapHo-pexiriesHaBuuii BicHuk. Ne 2(20)/2022

olInocodis

YOK: 340.12
DOI: 10.17721/sophia.2022.20.13
Kostiantyn Vergeles, Doctor of Science in Philosophy, Professor
National Pirogov Memorial Medical University, Vinnytsya, Ukraine
ORCID: 0000-0001-5695-7862
e-mail: kvergeles@gmail.com

Inna Vishtak, Candidate of Engineering Science, Associate Professor
Vinnytsia National Technical University, Vinnytsya, Ukraine

ORCID: 0000-0001-5646-4996

e-mail: vishtakiv@vntu.edu.ua

Leonid Maidanevych, Candidate of Philosophical Science,
Vinnytsia Region Bar Council, Vinnytsya, Ukraine

ORCID: 0000-0002-7364-8874

e-mail: Imaidanevych@ukr.net

PHILOSOPHICAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS THE CONCEPT
OF "ACADEMIC INTEGRITY"

The increase in scientific knowledge in the world requires effective methods and mechanisms to improve educational pro-
cess and scientific activity, first of all, to protect the intellectual property rights of its participants. There is a problem of under-
standing the essence of "Academic Integrity” as a specific safety guard in the field of assessing the honesty of scientists and the
reliability of the results of their research.

Conduct a philosophical and legal analysis of the main characteristics of the concept of "Academic Integrity”. Was used the
axiological approach as a way of cognition of philosophical and legal phenomena, as well as: system analysis, pragmatic ap-
proach and structural-functional analysis in opening the role, hierarchy and functional manifestations of the phenomenon of
"Academic Integrity". Provided the author's definition of the concept of "Academic Integrity": 1) a special methodological proce-
dure that ensures the receipt of specific knowledge and information by the participants of the educational process; 2) a system of
special institutional norms and criteria; 3) the process of consolidation of the scientific society through the priority of human
freedom in its spiritual determination; 4) the direction of research on various aspects of such activities in the educational pro-

cess; 5) academic discipline in the course of ethics.

It is concluded that the principles of justice, human-centrism and phenomenon of trust should be considered the basis of
"Academic Integrity". Directions for further research in the field of academic virtue are proposed.
Keywords: The Educational Process, Academic Integrity, Human Freedom, Phenomenon of Trust.

In the 21st century, the educational process faced ur-
gent challenges to improve the quality of its results, the
creation of effective mechanisms to struggle plagiarism,
the observance of copyright and intellectual property rights.
All these challenges are due to advances in science and
technology, information and communication technologies,
information policy and like it.

The problem of academic integrity has a longer explo-
ration in legal sciences. In philosophy, this problem has
not been sufficiently studied. In the modern scientific lit-
erature in the study of the phenomenon of academic vir-
tue on an interdisciplinary basis are engaged, T. Finikov,
A. Artyukhov [1], V. Bakhrushin [2], A.Bryhynets [3],
A. Vasiliev, L. Gubersky, M. Zharikova [4], O. Zaplotynska [5],
S. Kurbatov, A. Meleshevich, A. Melnichenko [6], M. Yasynok
[7] and other researchers.

The purpose of article is a philosophical and legal
analysis of the main characteristics of the concept of
"Academic Integrity".

A theoretical analysis of this concept requires, first of
all, clarification of the content and understanding of the
category of "Integrity" in the legal plane.

In 1980, to establish a new international economic or-
der, at the session of the UN General Assembly, the
Convention "On contracts for the international sale of
goods "was adopted. The fundamental principle in the
Convention defines "Integrity" (good faith, conscience),
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for example in Art. 7 (1) stipulates that "when interpreting
this Convention, it is necessary to take into account its
international character and the need to promote the
achievement of uniformity in its application and the ob-
servance of fairness in international trade" [8].

In the future, the International Institute for the Unifica-
tion of Private Law (Rome, Italy) (UNIDROIT), in the prepa-
ration of uniform rules for private law, the principle of integ-
rity was given a worthy place. In particular, in the
UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Con-
tracts (2010) in Article 1.7 provides the following definition:
"1) Each party must act in accordance with good faith and
fair dealing in international trade. 2) The parties may not
exclude or limit this duty" [9].

Other articles of UNIDROIT contain a number of provi-
sions that establish the direct or indirect application of the
conditions of integrity, and therefore "integrity" can be con-
sidered one of the main ideas. For our study, the above
provisions from the Convention and the UNIDROIT Princi-
ples are important, first of all, in the awareness and ob-
servance of copyright and intellectual property rights, as
well as for the knowledge of the international system of
morality in commerce.

In the Bucharest Declaration on the Moral Values and
Principles of Higher Education in the European Region,
clause 2.2 defines that such the main moral values of the
academic community should be considered: honesty, trust,
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fairness, respect, reliability and responsibility. Also in this
Declaration (clause 4.1) it is noted that the general ideas
for conducting scientific activities should be "intellectual
freedom and social responsibility" of the scientist [10].

In Ukraine (in the legal plane), the concept of "Aca-
demic Integrity" in paragraph 1-1 of Article 1 of the Law of
Ukraine "On Higher Education" and in Article 42 of the
Law of Ukraine "On Education" is defined as follows: "Ac-
ademic integrity is a set of ethical principles and certain
the law of the rules that must be followed by participants
in the educational process during training, teaching and
scientific (creative) activities in order to ensure confi-
dence in the learning outcomes and / or scientific (crea-
tive) achievements" [11;12]. Consequently, the analysis
of the normative definition makes it possible to under-
stand the "triune" structure of the concept of "Academic
Integrity" — these are ethical principles, legal norms and
the scope of their application. And also find out what the
semantic construct of the legal concept "Academic Integ-
rity" is in the philosophical and legal plane is somewhat
"emasculated" and requires additional research for a
broader disclosure of the essence of this concept.

Although the problem of "Academic Integrity" is being
investigated by representatives of various scientific fields,
there is still no single definition of this concept. The above
reasoning allows us to conduct a philosophical and legal
analysis of the main characteristics of the concept of "Aca-
demic Integrity" in the aspects: justice, human-centrism
and the phenomenon of trust.

For the "starting criterion" of the observance of the
principle of justice in the field of "Academic Integrity" for a
scientist, the following algorithm should be defined: "a sci-
entist must act, first of all, proceeding from the general
interests of science and only then from personal interests"
[13]. The primarily of the determination of this criterion in
the just activity of a scientist is priy due to the fact that pub-
lic institutions do not keep pace with the rapid pace of de-
velopment of science and technology, information and
communication technologies and politics. Therefore, only the
conscience of a scientist is the authority that primarily de-
termines the degree of his personal responsibility from par-
ticipation in the educational process, incl. in providing an
answer to the question: did he act out of the general inter-
ests of science and only then out of personal interests?

The application of this criterion to other participants in
the educational process also takes place, but with certain
clarifications. For example, a student is also obliged to
subordinate his activities in the educational process to the
general interests of this process, and only then act in the
interests of personal ones, within the specified process.

Actually, justice, as a moral quality, is expressed in
the social behavior of a person. "Human justice", says
G. Kelsen, is the justice of her social behavior, and the
fairness of her social behavior lies in the fact that it con-
forms to such a norm that constitutes the value of justice
and is fair in this sense" [14].

For our study, the views of the famous lawyer G. Rad-
bruch are also interesting, who defined the following
characteristic features of justice: justice as a virtue (sub-
jective justice) and justice as a characteristic of relations
between people (objective justice) justice in proportion to
positive law (legality, justice of judges) and justice as a
pre-legal and supra-legal idea (justice of legislators)
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equalizing justice (justice of private law) and distributive
justice (justice of public law) [15].

It is also worth noting that one and the same person, as
a subject of the educational process (in the legal dimen-
sion), can simultaneously have different social roles (differ-
ent scope of legal personality, duty). For example, a scien-
tist, as a researcher, subordinates his scientific activity to
the "process of obtaining new knowledge", and as a citizen
he can have the following social statuses: teacher, head of
a scientific institution, expert, and like it. Actually, each of
these social statuses (roles) has specific philosophical and
legal dimensions, but for all of them the output criterion of
observance of the principle of justice in the field of "Aca-
demic Integrity" can be applied.

Another of the criteria for the law enforcement of the
principle of justice in "Academic Integrity" is appropriate to
consider the norm of criminal law in relation to "illegal ben-
efit", the definition of which is given in the footnote to Arti-
cle 364-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine: illegal benefit
should be understood as money or other property, benefits,
services, intangible assets, any other benefits of an intan-
gible or non-monetary nature that are offered, promised,
provided or received without a legal basis.

Exploring "Academic Integrity" in the ethical space, we
can also present it as a system that has a certain legal
order. The peculiarity of this legal order is that it is a posi-
tive legal order. That is, such a legal order that carries a
certain obligation, in which a certain moral system corre-
sponds to the measure.

However, as noted by the well-known jurist G. Kelsen,
"when passing a moral" sentence to the formation of a
positive legal order, evaluating it as bad or good, fair or
unjust, one should realize that this scale is relative and
another assessment is not excluded — based on other
moral systems. And when we, measuring the rule of law
by the yardstick of one moral system, define it as unjust,
then, measured by the yardstick of any other moral sys-
tem, it can receive an assessment of the just" [14]. There-
fore, having identified the appropriate criteria for the
components of the ideas of justice, it will be possible to
further generalize the criteria of the principle of human-
centrism in which the "Academic Integrity" of the partici-
pants in the educational process will be observed.

In our opinion, the Kantian ideologeme "cognition, prac-
tice and aesthetics of the ability of judge" can be considered
the fundamental idea of the principle of human-centrism
(humanity). Since each of these forms of human life is fo-
cused on its own ideal (the ideal form of cognition is truth,
practical is good, aesthetic is beauty), they are taken in uni-
ty, which provides an opportunity to measure a person's
humanity by the degree of involvement in these ideals.

As E. Ryabenko points out, "according to the philosophi-
cal principles of the human-centered approach, the subject
of the educational process is, first of all, a person who strives
for self-realization and self-improvement" [16]. Elsewhere,
he points out: "the application of the principle of human-
centrism in the management of higher education is aimed at:
the formation of a free and responsible personality; the for-
mation of ideological attitudes, views, values of a universal
human nature; providing conditions for the free self-
determination of each person in the worldview space for him
to accept her own values in the form of life goals, leading
motives and interests, aspirations, needs, principles, etc".
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Such approaches to understanding the problem will be
the best incentives to create conditions under which full
observance of the principle of human-centrism in the field
of "Academic Integrity" is possible.

In the Ukrainian language, the word "trust" is associat-
ed with the root "faith", and means "attitude towards some-
one that arises on the basis of belief in someone else's
righteousness, honesty, sincerity, etc." [17]. That is, to trust
is to believe in "something", "to be reliable", which in its
meaning corresponds to the concept of religious faith rec-
orded by the Apostle Paul: "Faith is the fulfillment of the
expected and confidence in the invisible" (Epistle to the
Hebrews of the Holy Apostle Paul 11: 1). We can assume
that the phenomenon of trust in academic integrity has the
following structure in the minds of a scientist or other par-
ticipant in the educational process: cognition of the mean-
ing of life in science; adoption of a form of observance of
the interests of a common cause dedication for the sake of
the authority of science.

Thus, we cognize the phenomenon of trust, first of all,
through the awareness of our own meaning of life, and in
the educational process, in particular. As V. Frankl correct-
ly points out, "in a period of abundance society, most peo-
ple have enough means to live, but most people do not
know at all what they live for" [18]. So, the problem of find-
ing the meaning of life is a multifaceted and multivariate
process (system, hierarchy). Accordingly, the intentions
about the meaning of life in the educational process is not
always a person is "covered" in words, and this leads to the
experience of wordless acts of "immersion in the meaning
of existence" in a specific process (field of knowledge,
sphere of scientific interests, etc.). We "enjoy" sensations,
experiences, immersion and involvement in other dimen-
sions, information spheres, energetic experience (it's like
"floating in the Platon's world of ideas").

On the adoption of the form of observing the interests of
the common cause, as a specific facet of academic integrity,
that here one should proceed from the following positions: a
scientist (or anyone else who is the bearer of academic in-
tegrity), having formed his meaning of life in the educational
process, conscientiously "leads" the strong-willed compo-
nent to ensure the taken measure of the interests of the
common cause. For example, the active position of a scien-
tist in the educational process can be defined in the formula:
awareness of the common interests and the nature of their
actions, with a prudent foresight of socially beneficial conse-
quences and the desire for their occurrence.

"Delayed satisfaction" (this is how the third element of
the phenomenon of trust can be metaphorically defined) is
selflessness for the sake of the authority of science. Actually,
the mental and psycho-emotional "searches" of the scientist
in the educational process, first of all, characterize selfless-
ness, sacrifice for the sake of increasing knowledge (infor-
mation field). This selflessness — is the result of the process
of human activity, can be defined as the satisfaction of curi-
osity about the world of the unknown. The criterion for the
quality of satisfaction of curiosity "about the world of the un-
known" can be considered the awarding of an educational
qualification degree and academic title. "Not science is in
you, but you are in science" — this is a formula for the dedi-
cation of a scientist for the sake of the authority of science.
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The conducted research makes it possible to formulate
the following definition of the concept of "Academic Integri-
ty": a) a special methodological procedure that ensures the
receipt of specific knowledge and information by the partici-
pants of the educational process; b) a system of special in-
stitutional norms and criteria; c) the process of consolidation
of the scientific society through the priority of human free-
dom in its spiritual determination; d) the direction of research
on various aspects of such activities in the educational pro-
cess; e) academic discipline in the course of ethics.

Taking into account the above essential aspects of the
concept, preliminary conclusions was drawn that the prin-
ciples of justice, human-centrism and the phenomenon of
trust should be considered the basis of "Academic Integri-
ty". However, the theoretical content of these principles
requires further research.
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K. M. Beprenec, a-p dinoc. Hayk, npod.

BiHHMUbKUI HauioHanbHUA MeauYHUM yHiBepcuteT iM. M. |. Muporosa, BiHHuus, YkpaiHa,
I. B. BiwTak, kaHA. Tex. Hayk, Aou,.

BiHHMLbKWI HaUiOHaNbHUIA TEXHIYHWUI YHiBepcuTeT, BiHHnuA, YkpaiHa,

J1. O. MaitnaHeBuMY, KaHA. dinoc. Hayk, aaBokaT

Papa apBokaTtiB BiHHULbKOI o6nacTi, BiHHMUSA, YkpaiHa

®INOCOdCHKO-NMPABOBUIA AHATI3 NOHATTA "AKAQEMIYHA OOBPOYECHICTL"

TpuMHoOXeHHs1 HayK08020 3HaHHs1 y ceimi nompebye diesux cnocobie ma MexaHiaMie yOOCKOHaneHHs1 0ceimHbLO20 npoyecy ma Haykoeoi disi-
JNIbHOCMI, Hacammneped 3adsisi 3axucmy npae iHmesiekmyasnbHoI 8nacHocmi ii yyacHukis. IcHye npo6nema po3yMiHHsI cymHocmi "akademiyHoi A06-
podecHocmi” siKk crneyughiyHo20 3anobixHuKa y cghepi oyiHro8aHHSI YecHOocmi Haykosyie ma docmosipHocmi pe3ynbmamie ixHix AocnidxeHb.
Mema — npoeecmu ¢hinocoghcbko-npasosuli aHaiz 3acaGHuU4UX Xxapakmepucmuk noHssmms "akademiyHa dob6poyecHicmb".

BukopucmaHo akcionozi4Huti nidxio sik 3aci6 nisHaHHA hinocohcbKo-NpasosuUx s8UW, a MaKOX: cUCMeMHull aHani3, npazMamu4Hul nio-
Xxi0 ma cmpykmypHo-pyHKUioHanbHull aHasi3 15 po3kpumms poni, iepapxiyHocmi ma e pa3si ¢pyHKYioHanbHUX nposieie gpeHoMeHy "akademi-
4YyHa do6poyvecHicmb".

HadaHo aemopcbke eu3Ha4yeHHs1 NoHssMms "akademi4yHa dobpoyecHicmb": a) cneyianbHa MemodosiozidHa npoyedypa, sika 3abesneyye ompu-
MaHHs1 cneyugiyHux 3HaHb ma iHghopmayil yyacHuUkamu oceimHb020 npouecy; 6) cucmema ocobnusux iHcmumyyioHanbHUX HOPM Ma Kpumepiie;
8) npouyec KoHconidauii Haykoeo2o cycninbcmea Yepe3 npiopumem ceo60du noduHu 8 iT OyxoeHili demepmiHauii; 2) Hanpsim docnidxeHb Pi3HO-
MaHimHux acrniekmie makofi dissnbHocmi 8 oceimHboMy npouyeci; d) akadeMiyHa OucyurnsiiHa 8 Kypci emuku.

3pobneHo eucHoeku, ujo ocHoeor "akademiyHoi dob6povecHocmi"” Heo6xiOHO e8axamu NPUHYUNU crpasednueocmi, JIOOUHOUEHMPU3My ma
¢heHoMeH doeipu. 3anpornoHoeaHo HanpPsiMu nodanbuwux 0ocidxeHb y cghepi akademiyHoi do6poyecHocmi.

KnrouoBi crnoBa: 0oCBIiTHIln NpoLec, y4acHUKK OCBITHBOrO NpoLecy, akagemiyHa 4obpoyecHicTb, ceoboaa noanHN, heHoMeH AoBipH.
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