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The article presents the theoretical and methodological foundations of a holistic process of musical research, providing the development of 
musical thinking of masters. In this regard, strategic and tactical approaches to the research of musical thinking of the individual were developed. At 
the same time the rational-creative research approach was the leading methodological foundation of the holistic process of the emergence and 
formation of musical thinking among masters. In other words, the research became a methodology of musical education, since on its basis and in its 
process the development of musical thinking of music teachers has occurred. In the course of this research, future musicians in their professional 
activities achieved rational creativity. With the help of the system approach, the structural basis was provided both for studying the musical thinking 
of the individual and for the holistic musical process. The theoretical basis was the criterial-value approach to the assessment of the musical thinking 
of masters, as well as to a holistic research of their musical art. These theoretical preconditions have been practically realized with the help of a 
personality-activity approach to future musicians in the process of their interaction with subjects, phenomena of musical art. Consequently, the 
system of relations between informing and stimulating situations of interactions with subjects, phenomena of musical art was the object of the 
research of masters. This system was developed on the basis of the unity of the systemic, criterial-value and personality-activity approaches 
presented under the aegis of the rational-creative approach. 

The generalized mental actions mastered by the masters in the process of a holistic of musical research were: the skill to select the goal of 
musical research; the skill to find or creatively build up tactics of relations that arise in the process of interaction with the subjects of musical research; 
the skill to elaborate a value-methodological strategy; the skill to assess, self-evaluate the relevance, reliability, strength of the developed strategy 
and tactics of the relationship of the holistic process of musical research. 

The factors determining the development of the musical thinking of the masters were identified such as: interest in activity of musical research; 
the need to engage in it and the vocation for it; qualities of personality, necessary to musician-teacher-performer; knowledge of peculiarities of the 
development of musical art; skills: constructive, organizational, communicative, gnostic. 

Thus, on the one hand, the achievement of the professional reasonableness of the musician in the process of research the holistic musical 
process is ensured. On the other hand, the basic ideas of the concept of the formation of the musical thinking of the personality are realized, which 
consist in the fact that the formation of the designated thinking is determined by the dialectical unity of generalized mental actions that constitute the 
essence and content of this thinking, the factors that influence its development, and the system of strategic and tactical approaches necessary for 
its implementation. 

As a result, the system of professional university training has been transformed taking into account approaches to: musical education 
as a research of the holistic musical process; researching as the self-critical activity of a future musician; a musician as a special person who takes 
a subjective position, and creates polysubject (dialogical) relations in the course of mutual communication. 
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