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The article is devoted to the analysis of the higher education system of Romania. Peculiarities of functioning of higher education
institutions of different forms of ownership in the conditions of autonomy are determined. The Romanian practical experience of
supporting students educational and professional orientation and promoting their professional inclusion in the labour market is
noteworthy. The activities of advisory departments in each institution of higher education regarding students choice of a professional

route should be borrowed from Ukraine.

Keywords: autonomy, higher education, higher education institutions, national minorities, Romania.

Introduction. Solving the complex issues of integrating
national education into the world civilisation requires study,
analysis, involvement, creative interpretation and updating
the experience of countries that began adapting educational
systems to the modern European model much earlier and
have already achieved some success. Studying the
knowledge of the higher education system in Eastern Eu-
rope, in particular, Romania, can be helpful for Ukraine pri-
marily because of the similarity of educational changes that
are taking place in Ukraine today and have already taken
place in neighbouring Romania. The analysis of positive
tendencies will improve the autonomy of Ukrainian universi-
ties, and the study of negative tendencies will save from mis-
takes in the development of the quality assurance system of
university education.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The
problems of the functioning of the Romanian higher educa-
tion system are, to some extent, represented in the scientific
research of foreign (R. Lucu and L. Todorescu, A. Strat,
R. Danchiu) researchers. Ukrainian researcher M. Oliynyk
made a historical and pedagogical analysis of the stages of
formation of the system of teacher training in Eastern Eu-
rope, focusing on the experience of Poland and Romania.
I. Mariutz analysed the stages of reforming Romania's
higher education. M. Palchuk paid attention to studying the
functioning of vocational education and training in Romania.
However, in the conditions of socio-economic changes and
constant improvement of the higher education system, there
is a need for a deeper analysis of the functioning of higher
education institutions in the conditions of autonomy.

The purpose of the article is an in-depth analysis of
the functioning of the Romanian higher education system in
the context of the autonomy of higher education institutions.

Presentation of main positions. By the provisions of the
Law on National Education Ne1/2011, universities and other
higher education institutions in Romania have autonomy and
have the right to establish and implement their development
policy within the legal framework established by current legis-
lation. The Ministry of National Education coordinates the ac-
tivities of universities and other higher education institutions
while respecting the autonomy of universities.

The university's autonomy is correlated with the principle
of personal and public responsibility for the quality of all di-
dactic and scientific activities carried out in higher education
institutions. The university's autonomy covers management,
structuring and operation of the institution, didactic and re-
search activities, administration and financing. From a finan-
cial point of view, the university's autonomy is realised as
the right to manage funds allocated from the state budget or
other sources, according to the Law and the personal re-
sponsibility of higher education institutions. State higher ed-
ucation is financed from the state budget based on funding

agreements between the Ministry of Education, Research,
Youth and Sports and higher education institutions [Cotoi,
Sulea, & Cotoi, 2012].

The national education system in Romania is open. At
the level of higher education, openness is ensured by the
Charter of a different university. The Charter of the university
is adopted by the Senate of the university and establishes a
set of rights and responsibilities, as well as the rules govern-
ing the activities of the university community in each field.
Higher education is provided by the following types of higher
education institutions: universities, institutes, educational
academies, whose mission might include education and re-
search or education only.

The specialisations and groups of specialisations are es-
tablished by the Ministry of National Education and the Minis-
try of Labour, Social Solidarity and Family, higher education
institutions, and other stakeholders. Higher education institu-
tions, as a rule, structurally have several faculties, colleges,
departments and divisions of research, design and micro-pro-
duction. Training indicators for all educational levels, financed
from the state budget and local budgets, are set annually by
government decisions [Strat & Danciu, 2013].

According to the Law on National Education Ne1/2011,
only high school graduates with a bachelor's degree can be
enrolled in higher education institutions. Higher education
institutions establish the admission methodology by the gen-
eral criteria established by the Ministry of National Educa-
tion. The selection and admission procedure can be based
on the average obtained by candidates from the bachelor's
exam and various disciplines studied in high school and the
grade obtained in the entrance exam, entirely organised by
higher education institutions.

Candidates for the bachelor's degree are high school
graduates. For candidates who have received honours in
secondary school competitions and competitions recog-
nised by the Ministry of National Education and international,
higher education institutions may provide their methods and
applicable Law special requirements for admission, except
for the possibility of enrolment without entrance competition
places financed from the budget. This provision can be used
only once by current legislation [LEGE Nr. 1/2011, 2020].

According to the Romanian Law Ne441/2001 "On Ap-
proval of the Government Emergency Order Ne133/2000
"On State and Postgraduate Public Education with Pay-
ment", higher education institutions have the right to accept
a certain number of students, which exceeds the number of
places financed from the state budget, for conditions that
students agree to pay tuition fees. Candidates accepted for
paid positions must exceed the minimum limit set in the ad-
mission criteria [Mariuts, 2012].
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For the entire study period, students receive free medical
and psychological care in university medical and psychologi-
cal offices or clinics and departments of public hospitals. They
also enjoy a 50 % discount during the year on the cost of do-
mestic public transport (except air transport) and tickets to
museums, concerts, theatre, opera, cinema, and other cul-
tural and sporting events organised by government agencies.
Orphan students have the right to use free domestic transport
(except air transport). For other levels of education, scholar-
ships and other forms of material and financial support are
provided according to specific criteria [Tulin, 2020].

From the 2005-2006 academic year, all higher education
institutions, public or private, were required to implement a
new education structure at three levels: bachelor, master
and doctor. First-year students began studying in a new
structure. The official provisions for the new structure apply
to all institutions (accredited or authorised to operate tempo-
rarily), industries and specialisations, except for professions
regulated at the level of the European Union. Each level has
its admission and releases procedures [Mariuts, 2016].

Within the Romanian higher education system, special
rules have been set for studying conditions applicable to reg-
ulated professions at the European level. The first level, a
bachelor's degree, includes a minimum of 180 and a maxi-
mum of 240 credits, depending on the field and specialisa-
tion. The second level, the master's degree, includes a min-
imum of 60 and a maximum of 120 study credits depending
on the duration of the first level, provided that the total num-
ber of credits for the | and Il levels is at least 300 [Romita &
Liliana-Luminita, 2012].

Current Romanian legislation provides the general
framework necessary for establishing private educational in-
stitutions of all levels, including universities and other higher
education institutions. To be recognised as part of the na-
tional education system, private educational institutions
must be accredited by the procedures established by Law.
The establishment of public or private higher education in-
stitutions is possible only with the help of special laws by the
procedure of accreditation and recognition of diplomas of
higher education institutions. Diplomas and certificates is-
sued by accredited private educational institutions provide
the same benefits as diplomas issued by public educational
institutions. The responsibility for the administration and fi-
nancing of the activities of private educational institutions
rests entirely with the organisers of such private institutions.

Representatives of national minorities have the right to
study and study in their mother tongue at all levels and in all
forms of education, provided there is sufficient demand.
Therefore, the conditions for teaching in the languages of
national minorities for students belonging to these minorities
are organised in several higher education institutions. Be-
sides, some higher education institutions have organised in-
itial teacher training departments for teaching minority lan-
guages in pre-university education. Simultaneously, the Law
on National Education Ne 1/2011 stipulates that learning Ro-
manian as the state language is a duty for all citizens, re-
gardless of nationality [Cotoi, Sulea, & Cotoi, 2012].

Higher education institutions form a curriculum for each
field of activity and specialisation recognised by the Roma-
nian Law GD 493/2013. The curriculum is a complex docu-
ment that includes the duration of the study, subjects by type
and year of study, activities, number of hours allocated for
subjects and activities, loans, etc.

Curricula are established independently of higher edu-
cation institutions by national higher education development
strategies and national academic standards. According to
the Law on Accreditation of Higher Education Institutions

and Recognition of Diplomas (88/1993), the higher educa-
tion program must include compulsory, optional and optional
subjects. Compulsory and optional subjects should belong
to one of the following categories: fundamental disciplines,
profile or specialised disciplines and additional disciplines
[Tulin, 2020].

The structure and content of the curriculum in terms of
subjects, activities and number of hours must comply with
national academic standards. Specific standards establish
an indicative list of essential, specialised (specialised) and
additional disciplines and their weight limits in the curriculum
for each specialisation. Depending on the specialisation, the
share of different types of disciplines in the total number of
hours can be 15-30 % for basic disciplines, from 50 % to
80 % for specialised (specialised) disciplines and between
5% and 10 % for additional disciplines. Most training pro-
grams are compulsory (at least 60 %, but up to 90 % for spe-
cific specialisations). Electives may be eligible for credit, but
this is not usually practised. In terms of activity, national
standards established for each field of reference and spe-
cialisation the relationship between theoretical activity
(courses) and practical (seminars, laboratories, practical
training, project activities, etc.). For most specialisations,
this ratio is 1:1 with a maximum deviation of 20 % in either
direction; however, for specific specialisations, the time al-
lotted for practical activities should be much longer than the
time allotted for theoretical classes (for example, 1:2 in the
case of medicine).

The final curriculum for each discipline is developed by
higher education institutions by these specific standards, an-
alysed by the councils of departments and approved by the
Senate of a particular university. Modern language courses
are required, regardless of field or specialisation. Many ed-
ucational institutions provide full training in a modern lan-
guage of international use for specific specialisations
[Palchuk, 2011].

Educational and methodological activities must meet
the requirements established by national academic stand-
ards in terms of basic types and duration allocated to each
area of activity and specialisation. Teaching activities in-
clude courses for most disciplines (academic activities),
seminars, laboratory, practical activities and project prep-
aration. Courses are usually conducted with many stu-
dents and provide basic knowledge in a particular field of
study. The seminars are dedicated to the in-depth study of
the topics presented in the courses and require the active
participation of students. Laboratory hours conducted with
smaller groups of students are devoted to research and
practical classes conducted under the supervision of a
teacher. Specific specialisations require practical activi-
ties, such as fieldwork, research, teaching practice, and so
on. Teachers have complete freedom in choosing teaching
methods. During the teaching activities, teachers use a va-
riety of teaching methods by the specifics of specialisation
and discipline, including:

e methods based on exposure (description, explana-
tion, etc.) and methods based on conversation (conversa-
tion, heuristic conversation, problem-solving, etc.) — espe-
cially during classes;

¢ methods of teaching and research by discovery: direct
research of objects and phenomena (systematic and inde-
pendent observations, experiments, practical activities, etc.)
and indirect research (problem-solving, demonstration with
images, films, etc.) — especially during seminars, laboratory
work and practical measures;

e project preparation and presentation [Romitd &
Liliana-Luminita, 2012].



~12 ~

B 1 C HU K KuiBcbkoro HauioHanbHoro yHisepcurerty imeHi Tapaca LleBueHka

ISSN 1728-3817

The teaching materials used in higher education depend
on specialisation and discipline. Computer training is widely
used for modelling, design, data processing, presentations,
information and data collection, communication and more.
In higher education institutions and many campuses in Ro-
mania, students have unlimited access to public computers
connected to the Internet.

Assessment of students in higher education institutions
is carried out through periodic (final) exams organised for
each discipline in the curriculum. Assessment takes the form
of oral, written and practical tests and, in some cases, pro-
ject presentations. Higher education institutions set criteria
for evaluating students' academic and professional results
in accordance with university autonomy. Specific require-
ments and evaluation criteria for each discipline are set out
in the introductory part of the file of each discipline
[Radkevych, 2018]. Assessment of students success in
higher education is based on grades from 1 to 10. The exam
of students in each discipline is taken by a commission con-
sisting of a teacher who supports the courses of the disci-
pline and at least one other specialist from the same depart-
ment or faculty. After each exam, the grades given to stu-
dents are recorded in student records and in official docu-
ments of the institution.

Higher education institutions hold two regular examination
sessions during the academic year — usually in February and
June-July, respectively — and at least one re-examination ses-
sion, which is usually held in the autumn, before the start of
the academic year. Re-examinations are organised for stu-
dents who have not passed at all or have not passed one or
more subjects during regular examination sessions. Students
have the opportunity to try three times to make a particular
discipline; students who do not pass the discipline after these
three tests must retake all the training activities organised for
that discipline. According to the provisions of the legislation,
higher education institutions may set specific financial fees for
re-examination [Romita & Liliana-Luminita, 2012].

Students who have not passed the exam twice in a par-
ticular subject may be transferred to the next year and may
retake the exam with the Rector's approval. This third test
must be completed by the first regular examination session
this year. Students who do not pass the exam for the third
time must complete all educational activities organised in the
relevant discipline for the second time.

Completing long-term higher education ends with an
exam organised based on general criteria established by the
Ministry of National Education. The content of the exam and
specific criteria are set by the university senates within their
autonomy. Graduates who have passed the bachelor's
exam receive the title of bachelor in the relevant profile and
specialisation, certified by a diploma issued by the institution
organising the exam. Graduates who do not pass the exam
can receive on request a certificate of long-term university
education and a copy of the transcript — indicating all the
subjects studied and grades obtained.

Students or graduates who choose the teaching profes-
sion must complete courses organised by the Department of
Teaching Staff (DPPD). Passing these special training
courses is certified by a diploma [Romita & Liliana-Luminita,
2012]. Final exams must be taken before an examination
board created for each specialisation to obtain higher edu-
cation. Examination commissions are created by the Rector
of the institution of higher education, which organises the
exams based on the proposals of the faculty councils. The
examination commission must have at least three members
with the title of doctor. The chairman of the commission must
perform the didactic function of a professor or associate pro-

fessor of the university. The diploma supplement was intro-
duced based on a Ministerial Order adopted in April 2000.
Today, it is issued automatically and free of charge for
higher education programs in Romanian and English by all
higher education institutions.

To support the educational and professional orientation
of students and promote their professional inclusion in the
labour market, each higher education institution has estab-
lished advisory departments on the choice of professional
route and presence in the labour market. Maintaining con-
stant contact with the labour market, departments have the
following general functions:

e provide stakeholders with information on existing in-
dustries and curricula in higher education;

e provide students with information and advice on
choosing or changing an individual career path in the context
of the university program and credit-module system;

¢ encourage the establishment of alumni associations of
higher education institutions that support both its interests
and the interests of new generations of graduates with eco-
nomic, cultural and administrative communities at the local
or regional level;

¢ constantly study the needs of the labour market and
promote specific measures for knowledge of companies and
their needs in academically qualified personnel;

e provide consulting, methodological and pedagogical
support in student learning, maintaining contact with the
economic and business environment [Romita & Liliana-Lu-
minita, 2012].

The doctoral diploma is the highest scientific degree
awarded in all fields, after 3-4 years of study and original
research. It is awarded based on the first academic degree
(or master's degree) and requires examinations and the sub-
mission of an original dissertation. The holder of a doctoral
degree receives a doctorate in this field (doctor of sciences
or arts). According to the current legislation, a doctoral de-
gree is provided in sciences and arts in fundamental areas.
In science, the doctoral degree is organised in the following
fields: exact sciences, natural sciences, humanities, social
and political sciences, educational sciences, economics, le-
gal sciences, agricultural and forestry sciences, medical sci-
ences, architecture and urban planning, engineering sci-
ences, theology, military sciences. In the arts, the fields in
which the doctoral degree is organised are visual arts, mu-
sic, theatre, cinema, ballet, physical education and sports.
Completion of doctoral studies is characterised by the de-
velopment and defence of a doctoral dissertation and the
appointment of a doctoral degree.

According to the Law on National Education Ne 1/2011,
doctoral programs are usually organised in the form of full-
time education and, except in the form of part-time employ-
ment. The content of doctoral studies includes the following:

e general training in a high-level doctoral school in the
form of courses or seminars;

¢ the training course, determined by the student and the
supervisor, and then approved by the council of the depart-
ment or the academic council of the research institute;

¢ public presentation of the doctoral dissertation [Romita
& Liliana-Luminita, 2012].

Conclusions. Thus, the analysis of the functioning of Ro-
manian higher education institutions allows us to conclude
that Romanian legislation in the field of education provides
equal access to all levels of higher education for both Roma-
nian citizens and national minorities, carefully regulate educa-
tional processes, taking into account the authentic learning
opportunities of participants educational process. The condi-
tions for the autonomy of higher education institutions provide
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more guarantees for improving the higher education system.
The study of the Romanian experience of the functioning of
higher education institutions in the conditions of autonomy
can be helpful during the reform of the educational system of
Ukraine with the aim of its qualitative renewal and integration
into the European educational space.
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Hapis Ky3sbmeHko, A-p nea. Hayk, npod.
Kupwuno Tynin, acn.
KuiBcbkui HauioHanbHUI yHiBepcuTeT imeHi Tapaca LLeB4yeHka, KuiB, YkpaiHa

®YHKUIOHYBAHHSA 3AKNALIB BULLOT OCBITU PYMYHIT B YMOBAX ABTOHOMI3ALIIT

lMpoaHnanizoeaHo cucmemu euuwjoi oceimu PymyHii ma ocob6nueocmi gpyHKkyioHyeaHHs 3aknadie euwjoi oceimu pisHux ¢popm enacHocmi e ymo-
s8ax asmoHomi3sayii. [JocnidxeHo ocCHO8Hi HOpMamueHo-npasosi OOKyMeHmu, siki pe2yorome (yHKYioOHy8aHHs cucmemu ocgimu PymyHil, 30kpema
3akoH "lMpo HauyioHanbHy oceimy”, Ne1/2011 gid 5 ciunsa 2011 p. BusHa4eHo, wjo eidnoeioHo do 3akoHy "[lpo HauioHanbHy oceimy” yHieepcumemu
ma iHwi 3aknadu suwjoi oceimu PymyHii matomb ag@moHoMito i 8i0noeidHO npaso ecmaHoe/Il08amu ma peasizogyeamu es1acHy MoslimuKy po3sumky
32i0HO 3 YUHHUM 3aKOHoOaecmeoM. Y ceoro Yepay, Minicmepcmeo HayioHanbHOT oceimu koopAuHye disinbHicmb yHieepcumemie ma iHwux 3aknadie
suwoi oceimu, dompumyro4ducb agmoHomii yHieepcumemia. Po3a2nsiHymo ocobnueocmi ¢hyHKyioHyeaHHs1 3aknadie euwjoi oceimu Ha pi3HuUx ocei-
mHix pieHsx: 6akanaepcbKoMy, MazicmepcbKoMy, OKMOPCbKOMY. Bu3Ha4eHO ecmaHoesieHi cneyianbHi HOpMu 3aknadu euwoi oceimu PymyHii
w000 yMoe Has4aHHs 00 peayiboeaHux npogecili Ha eeponelicbkomy pieHi. bBakanaepcbkull pieeHb eknro4dae miHimym 180 i makcumym 240 kpedumie
3anexHo eiod 2any3i ma cneyianizayii. Maczicmepcbkuli pieeHb eknroqae miHiMym 60 i Makcumym 120 Hag4yaibHUX Kpedumie 3as1eXxHo eid mpueanocmi
nepwoezo pieHsi. Po3ansiHymo ocobnueocmi disnbHOcmi y4yacHukie oceimHbo20 npoyecy 3aknadie euuwjoi oceimu PymyHii. Ocobnuey yeazy npudi-
neHo diazHocmuuyi 3HaHb | yMiHb cmydeHmie ma op2aHi3auii ek3ameHayiliHoi cecii, eunyckHux icnumie ma Moxnueocmi nepecknadaHHsi. CmydeHmu
abo eunyckHUKu, siki o6uparoms npodgpeciro suknadaya, 30608 's3aHi 3aKiHYUMU Kypcu, op2aHizoeaHi kaghedpamu Ons nid2omoeku euknadaybKo20
cknady (DPPD). 3acnyzoeye Ha ygaay pyMyHCbKull npakmuyHuli doceid niompuMKu oceimHboi ma npogpeciliHoi opienmauii cmydeHnmie i cnpusiHHsA
iXHbO20 npogbeciliHo2o Aony4eHHs1 Ao puHKy npayi. [[poaHanizoeaHo 3a2anbHi pyHKUiTi ma disnbHicMb KOHCynbMamueHux eiddinie wjodo eubopy
npogbeciliHo2o HanpsiMy cmydeHmamu, w0 8apmo 3ano3udumu YKpaiHi.

Knroyoei cnoea: aesmoHomizayisi, euwja oceima, 3aknadu euwjoi oceimu, HayioHanbHi MEHWUHU, PymyHisi.



