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The article describes the experience of school autonomy formation in European Union as a decentralization strategy, as a result of 
management humanization on secondary education level; the article highlights the financial and legal prerequisites of school autonomy in different 
EU countries. This type of school management was implemented since the 1980s only in a few countries which were innovators in this direction 
and after become more spread with the beginning of the 1990s. Other European countries have implemented this type of school management in the 
next decade. The best practices in school autonomy of the two countries, which stand out in terms of their highly developed traditions of school 
autonomy – Belgium and the Netherlands, were detected and studied. Also, the first practices of the formation of school autonomy policies in the 
EU countries have been studied and highlighted in the article. 

It was founded that the levels of school autonomy in Europe are divided into four main categories in accordance with the responsibilities 
granted them: full autonomy; limited autonomy, lack of autonomy and the last, the fourth category – in some countries the administrative body 
and/or local authorities have the right to decide to delegate their authority in decision-making in certain matters at the school level (Netherlands, 
Denmark, Finland). 

It outlines the main levels, provided the schools autonomy in the use of public funds, under the cover of several budget lines (capital costs, 
operating costs and expenses for the purchase of computer equipment) which are conventionally divided into three groups of countries: the first 
group includes countries with full autonomy within the legal framework (Belgium, Latvia and Sweden), the formal delegation of powers is possible 
in the Netherlands, Denmark, Finland; in the second group – schools have no autonomy in the use of public funds, and decisions are made by the 
higher education authorities, possibly counseling to schools: Bulgaria, Ireland, France, Cyprus and Romania; the third group – country where the 
level of autonomy varies according to the category of expenditure. 

Keywords: school autonomy, decentralization of educational management, humanization of management, European experience in decentraliza-
tion of educational management. 
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