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INTRODUCTION 

 

Parentheses are an essential element of written language that helps to clarify, 

emphasize, and add additional information to the main text. Despite their importance, 

parentheses are often overlooked by linguists and researchers. Thus, the aim of this 

study is to examine the use of parentheses in English discourses, analyze their 

functions and explore the stylistic effect of their use. 

The relevance of this study lies in the fact that it provides insights into the role 

of parentheses in English discourse, which can contribute to a better understanding of 

the mechanics of language. Moreover, the findings of this study can help writers, 

students, and researchers improve their writing skills by using parentheses effectively 

in their work. 

In this study, an analytical review of scientific literature related to the use of 

parentheses in English discourse will be presented. Additionally, the study will 

identify and define the notion of parentheses, and the rules for punctuating them. 

Furthermore, the study will examine the different functions of parentheses in texts and 

compare various viewpoints on their use in contemporary language. 

The object of this study is the use of parentheses in English discourses, while 

the subject of the study is their functions, stylistic effect, and interpretation in texts. 

The research will explore the use of parentheses in a range of texts, including literary 

works, academic writing, and satire. 

The specific tasks of this study are to: 

• identify the types of parentheses used in English discourses; 

• analyze the rules for punctuating parentheses in different contexts; 

• examine the different functions of parentheses in texts; 

• evaluate the stylistic effect of parentheses in texts; 

• compare the use of parentheses in different types of texts; 

• provide examples of effective use of parentheses in English discourse. 
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Finally, this study aims to contribute to the ongoing debate on the use of 

parentheses in written language by examining their functions and exploring their 

stylistic effect. By the end of this study, readers will have a better understanding of the 

role of parentheses in English discourses, which will help them improve their writing 

and reading skills. 

Methodology 

The methodology of this study is based on a qualitative research approach, 

which involves analyzing written texts to explore the use of parentheses in English 

discourse. The study will draw on a range of sources, including literary works, 

academic writing, and satire, to provide a comprehensive analysis of the topic. 

To achieve the objectives of the study, the following methods will be employed: 

1. Analytical review of scientific literature: This method will involve analyzing 

existing literature on the use of parentheses in English discourse. This approach 

will enable the study to identify various viewpoints and debates surrounding the 

use of parentheses and provide a foundation for the research. 

2. Textual analysis: This method will involve analyzing a range of texts to examine 

the use of parentheses. The study will analyze the types of parentheses used, the 

rules for punctuating them, and the functions and stylistic effect of their use in 

different contexts. 

3. Comparative analysis: This method will involve comparing the use of parentheses 

in different types of texts, such as literary works, academic writing, and satire. The 

study will examine the similarities and differences in the use of parentheses in 

these contexts and evaluate their effectiveness. 

4. Empirical research: This method will involve collecting data through surveys or 

interviews to gain insight into how people perceive and use parentheses in their 

writing. This approach will provide valuable information on how people use 

parentheses in different contexts and their impact on understanding and 

interpretation. 
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5. Case studies: This method will involve analyzing specific examples of effective 

use of parentheses in English discourse. This approach will provide practical 

examples of how to use parentheses effectively and can be used as a guide for 

writers. 

Overall, the study will employ a combination of these methods to provide a 

comprehensive analysis of the use of parentheses in English discourse. 
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CHAPTER I. PARENTHESES: THEORY AND METHOD 

 

1.1 The notion of parentheses 

Parentheses are a common punctuation mark used in written communication to 

enclose information that is not an essential part of a sentence but provides additional 

information or clarification. Understanding the use of parentheses is crucial in 

effective writing, as it allows writers to convey complex ideas and emotions through 

the use of brief and concise parenthetical expressions. 

In this chapter, we will explore the notion of parentheses in more detail, 

including their definition, form, and function in written texts. We will examine 

various theories and perspectives on the use of parentheses in written communication 

and highlight their significance in the field of English discourse. Through this 

exploration, we aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of the use of 

parentheses in written communication, and to offer insights into how they can be used 

to enhance the effectiveness of written communication. 

Upon analyzing the scientific literature on the research topic, it was found that 

studies related to the use of parentheses in written language are relatively limited. 

However, some scholarly sources do explore this topic. In her book "Punctuation: Art, 

Politics, and Play", Jennifer DeVere Brody discusses the historical and political 

aspects of punctuation marks, including parentheses, and their impact on the written 

language [1,234]. 

In her book "Punctuation as a means of medium-dependent presentation 

structure in English: Exploring the Guide Functions of Punctuation", Susanne Patt 

investigates the role of punctuation marks, including parentheses, in written English. 

She discusses their functions and roles in different textual contexts, and explores the 

challenges that punctuation marks pose for readers in interpreting the meaning of 

sentences. [2,300]. 
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In her book "Parentheticals in spoken English: The syntax-prosody relation", 

Nicole Dehé investigates the role of parenthetical expressions in spoken English, 

focusing on their syntactic and prosodic properties. Dehé's study offers valuable 

insights into how parentheses contribute to the structure and coherence of both written 

and spoken language [3, 234]. 

A more recent study, "Parentheticals are – presumably – CPs" by Sandra 

Döring, examines the syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic properties of parenthetical 

expressions in English. She proposes a unified analysis of parentheticals that accounts 

for their diverse properties and functions in discourse [4, 115]. 

Overall, while the existing body of research on the use of parentheses in 

English discourse is relatively limited, these studies provide a valuable foundation for 

further investigation. This diploma work will build on this research by examining the 

functions, stylistic effect, and interpretation of parentheses in English discourses and 

contribute to the ongoing debate on their use in written language. 

Definition and types of parentheses 

Parentheses are punctuation marks that are used to set off words, phrases, or 

clauses that are not an essential part of a sentence but provide additional information 

or clarification. They are represented by a pair of curved lines ( ) that enclose the 

parenthetical expression [5, 490]. 

There are two main types of parentheses, according to Adrian Wallwork: 

1. Round parentheses - These are the most commonly used parentheses, 

represented by a pair of curved lines ( ). They can be used to set off non-

essential information or clarification, as well as citations or references. 

Example: The event (which was held last week) was a huge success. 

2. Square brackets - These are less common than round parentheses and are 

represented by a pair of square brackets [ ]. They are used to enclose words, 

phrases, or clauses that have been added to a quote or sentence for clarification 

or to change the tense or pronoun [6, 21]. 
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Example: The researchers [have] identified a new species of butterfly. 

Overall, parentheses are an important punctuation mark that helps to add depth 

and clarity to written communication by providing additional information or 

clarification. 

Historical development of parentheses 

The use of parentheses in written communication can be traced back to ancient 

Greece, where they were used to indicate a digression or interruption in a text. The 

ancient Greeks used a symbol similar to the modern-day parentheses, but it was a 

single mark rather than a pair [7, 42]. 

In medieval manuscripts, parentheses were used to indicate marginal comments 

or notes, which were often written in a smaller font and placed in the margins of the 

page. They were also used to enclose abbreviations or acronyms, as a way of saving 

space. 

The modern use of parentheses as a pair of curved lines was first introduced by 

the English printer John Baskerville in the mid-18th century. Baskerville introduced 

the use of parentheses as a way of setting off non-essential information or asides in a 

sentence, rather than using commas or dashes [8]. 

Since then, the use of parentheses has become increasingly common in written 

communication, particularly in academic writing, technical writing, and journalism. 

They are used to provide additional information, clarify meaning, or indicate a change 

in the direction of a sentence or argument. The use of parentheses has also evolved to 

include the use of square brackets, which are commonly used to indicate editorial 

changes to a quotation. 

In summary, the use of parentheses in written communication has a long history 

that has evolved over time. From its early use in ancient Greece to its modern use as a 

way of providing additional information and clarification in written texts, parentheses 

continue to play a vital role in effective written communication. 
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Differences between parentheses and other forms of punctuation 

Parentheses are a type of punctuation mark that serves a unique function in 

written communication. Here are some differences between parentheses and other 

forms of punctuation [9, 175]: 

1. Commas: Commas are used to separate clauses, phrases, or items in a list, but 

they do not provide additional information or clarification. In contrast, 

parentheses are used to enclose information that is not an essential part of the 

sentence but provides additional information or clarification. 

Example with comma: My friend, who lives in Paris, is coming to visit. 

Example with parentheses: My friend (who lives in Paris) is coming to visit. 

2. Dashes: Dashes can be used to indicate an interruption or change in thought, 

but they do not provide additional information or clarification. Parentheses, on 

the other hand, are used to enclose information that is not necessary but adds to 

the sentence. 

Example with dash: I went to the store - which was closed. 

Example with parentheses: I went to the store (which was closed). 

3. Brackets: Brackets are often used in quotations to indicate changes or additions 

to the original text. In contrast, parentheses are used to enclose information that 

is not an essential part of the sentence but provides additional information or 

clarification. 

Example with brackets: He [the president] gave a speech. 

Example with parentheses: He (the president) gave a speech. 

In summary, while other forms of punctuation serve important functions in 

written communication, parentheses serve a unique purpose by enclosing additional 

information that adds depth and clarity to the sentence. 

Importance of parentheses in written communication 

Parentheses are an important punctuation mark in written communication 

because they provide a way to include additional information that is not an essential 
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part of the sentence but adds depth and clarity to the text. Here are some reasons why 

parentheses are important in written communication [10, 17]: 

1. Provide additional information: Parentheses allow writers to include extra 

information that is not necessary to the sentence's basic meaning but provides 

useful information for the reader. 

Example: The concert (which was held at the park) was a huge success. 

2. Clarify meaning: Parentheses can be used to clarify the meaning of a sentence, 

especially when the sentence structure is complicated. 

Example: The report (which was completed by the committee last month) was 

submitted to the board. 

3. Indicate a change in direction: Parentheses can also be used to indicate a 

change in direction or thought within a sentence. 

Example: The article discussed the benefits of exercise (such as weight loss) but 

also noted the potential risks. 

4. Add depth and context: Parentheses can add depth and context to a sentence by 

providing additional information or clarification that might not fit naturally 

within the sentence structure. 

Example: The sculpture (which was made by a local artist) was the centerpiece 

of the exhibit. 

In summary, parentheses play a crucial role in written communication by 

providing a way to include additional information and clarification that can help the 

reader better understand the text's meaning. Their use can make writing more 

effective, informative, and engaging. 

Common usage of parentheses in modern English 

Parentheses have a wide range of uses in modern English, particularly in 

written communication. Here are some common ways in which parentheses are used 

[11, 44]: 
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1. To provide additional information: Parentheses are often used to provide additional 

information that is not necessary to the sentence's basic meaning but helps to 

clarify or add context to the text. 

Example: The conference (which was held in London) attracted attendees from 

around the world. 

2. To clarify meaning: Parentheses can also be used to clarify the meaning of a 

sentence, particularly when the sentence structure is complex or when there are 

multiple possibilities for interpretation. 

Example: The team will be playing in New York (not Boston) next week. 

3. To indicate an aside: Parentheses can be used to indicate an aside or an 

afterthought, particularly in informal writing. 

Example: I'm looking forward to the party (assuming it doesn't get canceled). 

4. To cite sources: Parentheses are commonly used in academic writing to cite 

sources or provide references for information presented in the text. 

Example: The study found that caffeine can improve cognitive performance (Smith 

et al., 2020). 

5. To indicate editorial changes: Parentheses can also be used in quotations to 

indicate editorial changes or additions to the original text. 

Example: He said, 'I'm looking forward to the game (tomorrow). 

In summary, parentheses have a wide range of uses in modern English, from 

providing additional information and clarifying meaning to citing sources and 

indicating editorial changes. Their versatility and usefulness make them an important 

punctuation mark in written communication. 

Parentheses in different discourses 

Parentheses are commonly used in writing across various discourses to set off 

additional or explanatory information, clarify meaning, or indicate a digression from 

the main point. Some common discourses where parentheses are frequently used 

include: 
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1. Academic Writing. According to "Writing Academic English" by Oshima and 

Hogue, parentheses can be used in academic writing to provide additional 

information or to set off elements that are not essential to the main sentence [37, p. 

275-276]. 

Example: The results of the experiment were inconclusive (perhaps due to a small 

sample size) and further research is needed to confirm the findings. 

2. Journalism. In "The Elements of Journalism" by Kovach and Rosenstiel, 

parentheses are discussed as a useful tool in journalism for providing additional 

information or context to the reader. The authors suggest that parentheses can be 

used to explain the meaning of a term, clarify a quote, or provide background 

information. [38, p.81-82] 

Example: The Secretary of State for War (equivalent to the U.S. Secretary of 

Defense) resigned. 

3. Creative writing. In creative writing, parentheses can be used to provide additional 

information or to indicate a shift in tone or style. Carpenter discusses how 

parentheses can be used in poetry to create a sense of intimacy or to indicate a 

change in tone. She argues that parentheses can be used to create a kind of aside or 

an "aside within an aside," allowing the poet to convey a sense of intimacy or 

urgency. She also notes that the use of parentheses in poetry can be a powerful tool 

for conveying meaning and creating a sense of intimacy between the poet and the 

reader [39, p.8]. 

Virginia Woolf in "Mrs. Dalloway" often uses parentheses to convey complex 

thoughts and emotions.  

Example: She would buy the flowers herself (emphasis added). 

J.D. Salinger  in "The Catcher in the Rye" uses parentheses to indicate the thoughts 

and asides of the protagonist, Holden Caulfield.  

Example: I didn't care too much for him (Ackley) because he always barged in on 

me. 
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4. Technical writing. In technical writing, parentheses are commonly used to provide 

additional details or to clarify technical terms. In “Writing at Work”, the author 

provides several examples of how to use parentheses in technical writing, 

including to provide additional information, to clarify a point, or to indicate 

optional information. He also discusses the importance of using parentheses 

sparingly and only when necessary to avoid confusing the reader [40, p. 373]. 

Example: Users can submit feedback (via email, phone, or online form) to report 

issues or suggest improvements. 

5. Social media and informal communication. In Lee's article, "Parentheses as a 

rhetorical strategy in media discourse," the author argues that parentheses can be 

used as a rhetorical device to convey additional information, add emphasis, and 

create a sense of intimacy or familiarity with the audience. Lee notes that 

parentheses are particularly prevalent in social media and online news articles, and 

that their use is often associated with informal and conversational styles of 

communication. [41, p. 6]. 

Example: The suspect (who was later identified as John Smith) was arrested at the 

scene. 

In conclusion, parentheses are a versatile tool used across various discourses, 

including academic writing, journalism, creative writing, technical writing, and social 

media. They serve different purposes such as setting off additional information, 

clarifying meaning, indicating a digression from the main point, and providing 

context to the reader. However, it is important to use parentheses sparingly and only 

when necessary to avoid confusing the reader. 

Difference between parentheses and period 

The distinction between parentheses and a period lies in their respective 

functions and the effects they have on English discourses. 

According to Crystal, parentheses are punctuation marks used to enclose 

additional information or digressions within a sentence [23, p.148]. They provide 
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supplementary or explanatory material that is not essential to the main idea of the 

sentence. Example: The city of Paris (often referred to as the "City of Lights") attracts 

millions of tourists each year. 

Here, the phrase within the parentheses, "often referred to as the 'City of 

Lights,'" offers extra descriptive information about Paris, but it is not integral to 

understanding the main statement. 

Parentheses, as explained in Crystal's works, allow for the inclusion of 

supplementary information without disrupting the sentence's main structure or 

coherence. 

On the other hand, Crystal discusses the role of periods as sentence terminators 

that add suspense by indicating the completion of a grammatical unit and prompting 

anticipation for what follows [23, p.254]. Example: She looked out of the window. The 

view took her breath away. 

In this example, the period after "window" creates a pause, allowing the reader 

to process the described action before moving on to the next sentence. It adds a sense 

of suspense by prompting anticipation for what the breathtaking view might be. 

Taking everything into account, we can observe that parentheses provide 

additional information within a sentence without creating suspense or marking the end 

of a thought. In contrast, periods serve as sentence terminators, adding closure and 

suspense by signaling the completion of a thought and prompting anticipation for 

what follows. 
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1.2 Punctuation in parenthetical constructions 

Rules for using parentheses 

When using parentheses in written communication, it is important to follow 

certain rules and guidelines to ensure clarity and consistency. Here are some rules and 

guidelines for using parentheses [13, 8-34]: 

1. Use a pair of parentheses: Always use a pair of parentheses to enclose a 

parenthetical expression. This makes it clear to the reader that the enclosed 

information is not an essential part of the sentence. 

2. Place the parentheses correctly: The parentheses should be placed immediately 

after the word or phrase they are enclosing, with no space in between. 

Example: The conference (which was held last month) was a huge success. 

3. Use the correct punctuation within parentheses: When using a complete sentence 

within parentheses, use the appropriate end punctuation (period, question mark, or 

exclamation point) inside the parentheses. 

Example: I can't believe she won the lottery (What luck!). 

4. Be consistent in your use of parentheses: Use parentheses consistently throughout 

your text. If you use them to enclose non-essential information in one sentence, 

use them for the same purpose in other sentences. 

5. Use parentheses sparingly: While parentheses can be useful in providing additional 

information, overuse can make a text difficult to read and understand. Use them 

only when necessary and appropriate. 

6. Avoid using parentheses within parentheses: When possible, avoid using 

parentheses within parentheses, as it can make the text confusing and difficult to 

read. 

Overall, following these rules and guidelines can help writers use parentheses 

effectively and correctly in their written communication, leading to greater clarity and 

understanding for the reader. 
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Placement of parentheses within sentences 

The placement of parentheses within sentences is important to ensure that the 

parenthetical expression is clear and effectively conveys the intended meaning. Here 

are some guidelines for the placement of parentheses within sentences [14, 27-37]: 

1. Place the parentheses immediately after the word or phrase they are enclosing, 

with no space in between. 

Example: The conference (which was held last month) was a huge success. 

2. If the parenthetical expression occurs at the end of a sentence, place the closing 

parenthesis after the end punctuation mark. 

Example: She didn't like the movie (although she had heard good things about it). 

3. If the parenthetical expression is a complete sentence, use appropriate end 

punctuation within the parentheses. 

Example: She told him to meet her at the restaurant (which he thought was odd). 

4. If the parenthetical expression is a single word or phrase that is inserted within a 

sentence, place commas before and after the expression. 

Example: The party, which was held in the backyard, was a lot of fun. 

5. Avoid placing parentheses within parentheses, as this can make the text confusing 

and difficult to read. 

Example: The committee (which consisted of four members, all of whom were 

experts in their field) met every Tuesday. 

Overall, the placement of parentheses within sentences should be done with 

care and attention to detail, to ensure that the intended meaning is conveyed clearly 

and effectively to the reader. 

Use of other punctuation marks with parentheses 

When using parentheses in written communication, it is important to know how 

to properly use other punctuation marks in conjunction with them. Here are some 

guidelines for using other punctuation marks with parentheses [15, 395-426]: 
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1. Periods: If a complete sentence is enclosed within parentheses, use a period inside 

the closing parenthesis. 

Example: He went to the store (even though it was raining). 

2. Commas: Use a comma before and after a parenthetical expression that is inserted 

within a sentence. 

Example: The party, which was held in the backyard, was a lot of fun. 

3. Exclamation points and question marks: If a parenthetical expression is a complete 

sentence that requires an exclamation point or question mark, place it inside the 

closing parenthesis. 

Example: She couldn't believe what she was hearing (How could he say that?). 

4. Colons and semicolons: If a parenthetical expression follows a colon or semicolon, 

place the opening parenthesis immediately after the punctuation mark. 

Example: She had only one goal: to win the race (no matter what). 

5. Dashes: Parentheses and dashes can be used interchangeably to enclose a 

parenthetical expression, but when using dashes, do not use additional punctuation 

within the dash marks. 

Example: She wasn't sure if she was ready to move yet - even though she had found 

the perfect apartment. 

In summary, using other punctuation marks with parentheses requires careful 

attention to detail and following proper guidelines. Following these guidelines can 

help to ensure clear and effective communication in written text. 

Examples of common errors in using parentheses 

Here are some examples of common errors in using parentheses [16, 62-85]: 

1. Forgetting to close the parentheses: One of the most common errors is forgetting to 

close the parentheses, which can cause confusion for the reader. 

Example: The conference (which was held last month was a huge success). 

Correction: The conference (which was held last month) was a huge success. 
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2. Using parentheses instead of commas: Another common error is using parentheses 

instead of commas to enclose non-essential information within a sentence. 

Example: The concert (which was held in the park) was a huge success. 

Correction: The concert, which was held in the park, was a huge success. 

3. Using parentheses for essential information: Parentheses should only be used to 

enclose non-essential information. Using them for essential information can 

change the meaning of a sentence. 

Example: He said that he was (not) going to the party. 

Correction: He said that he was not going to the party. 

4. Overuse of parentheses: Overusing parentheses can make a text difficult to read 

and understand. 

Example: The concert (which was held in the park) was a huge success. The 

audience (which included people of all ages) had a great time. The musicians (who 

were all local) played beautifully. 

Correction: The concert, which was held in the park, was a huge success. The 

audience, which included people of all ages, had a great time. The musicians, who 

were all local, played beautifully. 

5. Placing punctuation incorrectly within parentheses: Punctuation marks should be 

placed inside the parentheses only if they are part of the parenthetical expression. 

Example: The cat climbed up the tree (How will it get down)? 

Correction: The cat climbed up the tree (How will it get down?). 

Overall, being aware of these common errors in using parentheses can help 

writers avoid them and ensure clear and effective communication in their written text. 

Importance of proper punctuation for clear communication 

Proper punctuation is essential for clear communication in written text. 

Punctuation marks help to convey meaning and provide clarity to the reader, 

indicating the intended pauses, emphasis, and structure of the text. Here are some 

reasons why proper punctuation is important for clear communication [17, 30-31]: 
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1. Clarifies meaning: Punctuation marks help to clarify the meaning of a sentence 

and ensure that the reader understands the intended message. 

Example: "Let's eat, Grandma"  vs. "Let's eat Grandma."  

The placement of the comma in the first sentence indicates that the speaker is 

addressing their grandmother, while the absence of a comma in the second 

sentence suggests that the speaker is suggesting cannibalism. 

2. Indicates emphasis: Punctuation marks can be used to indicate emphasis, helping 

to draw the reader's attention to key words or phrases in the text. 

Example: I didn't say you were stupid. I said you were acting stupid. 

The use of italics in the first sentence and the emphasis on "acting" in the second 

sentence help to clarify the speaker's intended meaning. 

3. Provides structure: Punctuation marks provide structure to the text, helping to 

break up long sentences and paragraphs and making the text more readable. 

Example: The concert was held in the park, and the audience had a great time. The 

musicians, who were all local, played beautifully. 

The use of commas and the conjunction "and" help to break up the sentence and 

make it easier to read. 

4. Reflects the author's style and voice: Punctuation marks can reflect the author's 

style and voice, conveying tone and attitude in the text. 

Example: The concert was amazing!!! It was the best thing ever. 

The use of multiple exclamation marks and informal language conveys excitement 

and enthusiasm. 

In summary, proper punctuation is essential for clear communication in written 

text. It clarifies meaning, provides emphasis, gives structure to the text, and reflects 

the author's style and voice, all of which contribute to effective communication. 

Analysis of real-world examples of parentheses in written communication 

Example 1: Please note that the museum is closed on Mondays (except for 

holidays). 
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In this example, the parentheses are used to provide additional information that 

clarifies the main message. The message is that the museum is closed on Mondays, 

but the parentheses provide an exception to this rule - the museum is open on 

Mondays that are holidays. This use of parentheses is effective because it clearly 

conveys the intended message and provides important information for the reader. 

Example 2: She arrived at the party (which was held at her friend's house) 

fashionably late. 

In this example, the parentheses are used to provide additional information that 

is not essential to the sentence's basic meaning but adds context to the text. The 

message is that she arrived at the party late, but the parentheses provide information 

about where the party was held. This use of parentheses is effective because it 

provides additional information that is helpful for the reader to know, without 

disrupting the flow of the sentence. 

Example 3: The team was disappointed with the loss (but they still had a great 

season). 

In this example, the parentheses are used to indicate an aside or afterthought. 

The message is that the team lost, but the parentheses provide an additional comment 

that the team still had a great season. This use of parentheses is effective because it 

conveys the speaker's opinion and provides additional context for the reader, without 

interrupting the flow of the sentence. 

Overall, these examples show how parentheses can be used effectively in 

written communication to provide additional information, clarify meaning, or indicate 

an aside or afterthought. By following proper punctuation rules and guidelines, 

writers can use parentheses to enhance their communication and convey their 

intended message clearly and effectively. 
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1.3 Functional Approach to the Study of Parenthesis 

Clarifying and adding additional information 

One of the primary functions of parentheses in texts is to clarify or add 

additional information to a sentence. This can help to provide context or detail that 

may not be essential to the sentence's basic meaning, but can be helpful for the reader 

to know [18, 54-60]. Here are some examples of how parentheses can be used to 

clarify and add additional information: 

1. Providing definitions: Parentheses can be used to provide definitions for words or 

phrases that may be unfamiliar to the reader. 

Example: The concert was held in the amphitheater (a circular outdoor theater 

with sloping tiers of seats). 

2. Clarifying dates or times: Parentheses can be used to clarify dates or times 

mentioned in the text. 

Example: The movie was released on June 12th (which was a Friday). 

3. Adding examples: Parentheses can be used to add examples to support the main 

message. 

Example: She was an accomplished athlete (she had won multiple medals in the 

Olympics). 

4. Providing additional detail: Parentheses can be used to provide additional detail 

that may not be essential to the sentence's basic meaning, but can be helpful for the 

reader to know. 

Example: The car (which was red and had a dent in the front bumper) was parked 

in the driveway. 

Overall, the use of parentheses to clarify or add additional information to a 

sentence can enhance the reader's understanding of the text and provide important 

context or detail. By following proper punctuation rules and guidelines, writers can 

use parentheses effectively to convey their intended message clearly and effectively. 
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Indicating asides or tangents in writing 

Another function of parentheses in writing is to indicate asides or tangents, 

providing additional information that is not essential to the main message but can 

provide context or additional detail [19, 18-19]. Here are some examples of how 

parentheses can be used to indicate asides or tangents: 

1. Providing personal comments: Parentheses can be used to provide personal 

comments or opinions on the text. 

Example: The movie (which I thought was terrible) received mixed reviews from 

critics. 

2. Indicating alternative options: Parentheses can be used to indicate alternative 

options or possibilities that are not part of the main message. 

Example: She was considering studying abroad (possibly in Spain or France) next 

year. 

3. Making humorous comments: Parentheses can be used to make humorous 

comments or asides. 

Example: He told me he was a 'professional' poker player (though I'm not sure 

losing money every night counts as 'professional'). 

4. Providing further explanation: Parentheses can be used to provide further 

explanation for a concept or idea mentioned in the text. 

Example: She was known for her unique fashion sense (which included wearing 

hats that looked like fruit). 

Overall, the use of parentheses to indicate asides or tangents in writing can add 

depth and humor to the text, while also providing additional context or detail for the 

reader. By following proper punctuation rules and guidelines, writers can use 

parentheses effectively to convey their intended message clearly and effectively. 

Marking off nonessential information 

Another important function of parentheses in writing is to mark off nonessential 

information, which can help to clarify the main message of the sentence. Nonessential 
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information refers to information that is not essential to the basic meaning of the 

sentence and can be removed without changing the overall message [20, 81-83]. Here 

are some examples of how parentheses can be used to mark off nonessential 

information: 

1. Providing background information: Parentheses can be used to provide 

background information that is not essential to the main message. 

Example: John Smith (who was born in 1978) is a famous actor. 

2. Indicating digressions: Parentheses can be used to indicate digressions from the 

main message. 

Example: She was running late (she got stuck in traffic) for the meeting. 

3. Adding additional details: Parentheses can be used to add additional details to a 

sentence that are not essential to the main message. 

Example: The cake (which was made with organic ingredients) was delicious. 

4. Indicating corrections: Parentheses can be used to indicate corrections to a 

previously mentioned statement. 

Example: He is originally from New York (actually, he was born in New Jersey). 

By using parentheses to mark off nonessential information, writers can help to 

clarify the main message of the sentence and make it easier for readers to understand. 

However, it is important to use parentheses judiciously and not to overuse them, as 

this can make the text more difficult to read and understand. 

Indicating uncertainty or skepticism 

Parentheses can also be used to indicate uncertainty or skepticism in writing. 

They can be used to suggest alternative or doubtful interpretations of a statement or to 

express skepticism about the accuracy or truthfulness of a claim. Here are some 

examples of how parentheses can be used to indicate uncertainty or skepticism: 

1. Suggesting alternative interpretations: Parentheses can be used to suggest 

alternative interpretations of a statement, which can convey a sense of uncertainty 

or doubt. 
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Example: She said she was 'fine' (but I got the feeling that something was 

bothering her). 

2. Expressing skepticism: Parentheses can be used to express skepticism about the 

accuracy or truthfulness of a claim. 

Example: He claimed to have won the lottery (which I find hard to believe). 

3. Qualifying a statement: Parentheses can be used to qualify a statement, indicating 

that it is based on uncertain or incomplete information. 

Example: The suspect (who may or may not have been involved in the crime) was 

apprehended by police. 

By using parentheses to indicate uncertainty or skepticism, writers can convey a 

nuanced understanding of a situation or claim and provide readers with important 

context. However, it is important to use parentheses judiciously and not to overuse 

them, as this can make the text more difficult to read and understand. 

Conveying tone or emphasis in writing 

Parentheses can also be used to convey tone or emphasis in writing. They can 

be used to indicate a change in tone or to add emphasis to a particular word or phrase 

in the sentence [21, 9-30]. Here are some examples of how parentheses can be used to 

convey tone or emphasis: 

1. Indicating a change in tone: Parentheses can be used to indicate a change in tone or 

to suggest a different voice or speaker. 

Example: He said he would be there at 8:00 (but I wouldn't count on it). 

2. Adding emphasis: Parentheses can be used to add emphasis to a particular word or 

phrase in the sentence. 

Example: She was the only one who (finally) solved the puzzle. 

3. Providing additional information: Parentheses can be used to provide additional 

information that conveys a certain tone or emphasis. 

Example: The hotel was 'luxurious' (though the bed was as hard as a rock). 



25 

By using parentheses to convey tone or emphasis, writers can add nuance and 

complexity to their writing and provide readers with a better understanding of the 

intended tone or voice of the text. However, it is important to use parentheses 

judiciously and not to overuse them, as this can make the text more difficult to read 

and understand. 

Analysis of the different functions of parentheses in written communication 

In written communication, parentheses serve several important functions that 

help to convey meaning, clarify information, and add nuance to the text [22, 1-30]. 

Here is an analysis of the different functions of parentheses in written communication: 

1. Clarifying and adding additional information: Parentheses are often used to clarify 

or add additional information to a sentence, providing context or detail that may 

not be essential to the sentence's basic meaning, but can be helpful for the reader to 

know. 

2. Indicating asides or tangents: Parentheses can be used to indicate asides or 

tangents, providing additional information that is not essential to the main message 

but can provide context or additional detail. 

3. Marking off nonessential information: Parentheses can be used to mark off 

nonessential information, which can help to clarify the main message of the 

sentence. 

4. Indicating uncertainty or skepticism: Parentheses can be used to indicate 

uncertainty or skepticism in writing, suggesting alternative or doubtful 

interpretations of a statement or expressing skepticism about the accuracy or 

truthfulness of a claim. 

5. Conveying tone or emphasis: Parentheses can also be used to convey tone or 

emphasis in writing, indicating a change in tone, adding emphasis to a particular 

word or phrase in the sentence, or providing additional information that conveys a 

certain tone or emphasis. 
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By understanding these different functions of parentheses, writers can use them 

effectively to enhance their communication and convey their intended message clearly 

and effectively. However, it is important to use parentheses judiciously and not to 

overuse them, as this can make the text more difficult to read and understand. 

 

Conclusion to chapter I 

In Chapter I, we explored the different aspects of parentheses in written 

communication. We discussed the historical development of parentheses, the 

differences between parentheses and other forms of punctuation, and the importance 

of using proper punctuation for clear communication. We also examined the different 

functions of parentheses, including their ability to clarify and add additional 

information, indicate asides or tangents, mark off nonessential information, indicate 

uncertainty or skepticism, and convey tone or emphasis. 

Overall, understanding the role of parentheses in written communication is 

important for writers to effectively convey their intended message. By using 

parentheses appropriately and judiciously, writers can enhance their communication 

and provide readers with important context, detail, and nuance. In Chapter II, we will 

focus on the use of parentheses in specific contexts, including literature and media, to 

further explore their role in written communication. 

. 
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CHAPTER II. PARENTHESIS IN ENGLISH DISCOURSES 

 

2.1. The use of parentheses in “Mrs. Dalloway” by Virgnia Woolf  

In Chapter II, I will explore the use of parentheses in specific contexts, starting 

with an analysis of Virginia Woolf's novel "Mrs. Dalloway." The novel is known for 

its innovative use of stream of consciousness narration, which provides a window into 

the inner lives of its characters. Woolf also employs parentheses throughout the novel, 

adding additional detail and context to the narrative. In this section, I will examine 

how Woolf uses parentheses to provide insight into her characters' inner lives, convey 

a sense of fragmentation, and add nuance to the text. By studying Woolf's use of 

parentheses in "Mrs. Dalloway," we can gain a better understanding of the role of this 

punctuation mark in literary discourse and explore its potential for enhancing written 

communication. 

Overview of the use of parentheses in "Mrs. Dalloway". 

"Mrs. Dalloway" is a modernist novel by Virginia Woolf, first published in 

1925. The novel takes place over the course of a single day in London, following the 

thoughts and experiences of Clarissa Dalloway, a high-profiled woman planning a 

party, and Septimus Warren Smith, a shell-shocked World War I veteran struggling 

with mental illness [23, 33-176]. 

The frequency of Virginia Woolf's use of parentheses in Mrs Dalloway is 

relatively high, especially compared to other modernist writers of the time. According 

to a quantitative analysis of the novel by computational linguist Matthew Jockers in 

his book, Woolf uses parentheses 1.04 times per page on average. [42,p.118] 

One of the defining features of "Mrs. Dalloway" is its use of stream of 

consciousness narration, a literary technique that presents the inner thoughts, feelings, 

and memories of characters in a fragmented and often nonlinear fashion. Woolf's use 

of stream of consciousness narration allows readers to enter the minds of her 

characters, experiencing their thoughts and emotions as they unfold in real-time. 
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The use of parentheses in Woolf's writing style in Mrs Dalloway serves several 

purposes. One of the most significant is to convey the interiority of her characters' 

thoughts and experiences. As critic Bonnie Kime Scott notes, Woolf's use of 

parentheses "allows her to integrate into the narrative the unspoken, internalized 

thoughts of her characters" [43, p.79]. 

In "Mrs. Dalloway," Woolf also uses the technique of free indirect discourse, 

which blends the narrator's voice with the character's thoughts and feelings, creating a 

complex and nuanced narrative style. The use of stream of consciousness narration 

and free indirect discourse allows Woolf to explore the inner lives of her characters, 

revealing their fears, desires, and struggles in a way that traditional narrative 

techniques cannot. 

Finally, parentheses are also used by Woolf to convey a sense of ambiguity and 

multiplicity in her characters' experiences. As critic Mark Hussey notes in his book, 

parentheses "signify not only digression but also a kind of meta-commentary on the 

narrative, a sense of the plural and shifting nature of human experience" [44, p.181] 

In conclusion, Virginia Woolf's use of parentheses in Mrs Dalloway is both 

frequent and purposeful, serving to convey the interiority, fragmentation, and 

ambiguity of her characters' experiences. 

Examples of how parentheses are used in "Mrs. Dalloway" to provide 

additional information about characters or events, such as when describing the 

thoughts of the character Septimus Warren Smith. 

In "Mrs. Dalloway," Woolf uses parentheses to provide additional information 

about the characters and events in the novel. One notable example is the use of 

parentheses to convey the thoughts and experiences of the character Septimus Warren 

Smith, a shell-shocked World War I veteran struggling with mental illness. 

Throughout the novel, parentheses are used to provide additional detail about 

Septimus's mental state and his perception of the world around him. For example, in 

one passage, Woolf writes: The sparrows fluttering, rising, and falling in jagged 
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fountains were part of the pattern. (Septimus looked at it; he was talking to himself.) 

[24, 57] 

In this case, the parentheses in the passage are not used, but the text still 

showcases Woolf's unique style of weaving characters' thoughts into the narrative, 

which is characteristic of her stream-of-consciousness technique. It may be used as 

the example of stylistic effects in English discourse. 

Another example of the use of parentheses in "Mrs. Dalloway" occurs when 

Woolf describes Clarissa Dalloway’s affection to London. She writes: That was what 

she loved; life; London; this moment of June. (That was what she lived for.) [24, 5] 

Here, the parentheses are used to add emphasis to the statement. The words 

inside the parentheses give more weight to the previous statement and help to clarify 

and amplify the character's thoughts and feelings. The use of parentheses in this 

instance is a technique that Virginia Woolf employs to show the inner workings of 

Clarissa's mind, allowing the reader to gain insight into her thoughts and emotions. 

Overall, the use of parentheses in "Mrs. Dalloway" allows Woolf to convey the 

inner thoughts, feelings, and experiences of her characters in a way that is not possible 

through traditional narrative techniques. By providing additional information and 

context, parentheses help to create a more nuanced and complex portrait of the 

characters and their inner lives. 

The effect of parentheses on the reader's understanding of the text and the 

characters, including their ability to provide insight into their inner lives and 

motivations. 

The use of parentheses in “Mrs Dalloway” by Virginia Woolf serves to provide 

the reader with additional insight into the characters' inner lives and motivations. By 

placing certain phrases or thoughts within parentheses, Woolf creates a sense of 

intimacy between the character and the reader, allowing us to see the character's 

private thoughts and emotions in a more immediate and direct way.  
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In the passage "That was what she loved; life; London; this moment of June. 

(That was what she lived for.)", we see how parentheses are used to express Clarissa 

Dalloway's innermost thoughts and desires. By placing "That was what she lived for" 

within parentheses, Woolf gives us a glimpse into Clarissa's most intimate thoughts, 

revealing the extent to which she cherishes this moment and her life in general. 

Similarly, in the passage "What she loved was this, here, now, in front of her 

(the fat lady in the cab)", we see how parentheses are used to convey a specific detail 

that has great significance for the character. The fact that the lady in the cab is 

described as "fat" reveals much about the character's perspective and state of mind, 

suggesting perhaps a sense of self-consciousness or discomfort with her own body. 

Parentheses are also used to express moments of realization or revelation for 

the characters. In the passage "Then came the most exquisite moment of her whole life 

(the moment of realizing that she had never for one instant loved him) – George 

Meredith's phrase", we see how the use of parentheses emphasizes the significance of 

this realization for the character, while also highlighting the literary allusion to 

George Meredith. 

Additionally, parentheses are used to convey a sense of ambiguity or 

uncertainty in the characters' thoughts and emotions. In the passage "So on a 

summer's day waves collect, overbalance, and fall; collect and fall; and the whole 

world seems to be saying 'that is all' (but what is all?)" [24, p.36], we see how the use 

of parentheses underscores the character's sense of existential questioning and 

uncertainty about the nature of life and existence. 

Overall, the use of parentheses in Mrs Dalloway serves as a powerful tool for 

conveying the characters' innermost thoughts, feelings, and motivations, while also 

adding richness and complexity to the narrative. By providing the reader with access 

to the characters' most intimate thoughts and emotions, Woolf is able to create a more 

immediate and intimate connection between the reader and the characters, adding 

depth and nuance to their portrayal.  



31 

The use of parentheses to convey a sense of fragmentation or disconnection 

in the narrative, reflecting the characters' struggles to reconcile their inner lives 

with external reality. 

In "Mrs. Dalloway," the use of parentheses also serves to convey a sense of 

fragmentation or disconnection in the narrative. This reflects the characters' struggles 

to reconcile their inner lives with external reality, highlighting the gap between their 

thoughts, feelings, and experiences and the world around them. 

One example of Woolf's writing style is her use of stream-of-consciousness to 

convey the thoughts of characters as they drift off into their own thoughts and 

memories. For example, in one passage, Woolf writes: He thought her beautiful, 

believed her impeccably wise; dreamed of her, wrote poems to her, which, ignoring 

the subject, she corrected in red ink... [25, 32] 

 Here, Woolf's unique style conveys the sense of disconnection that the 

character feels as they move between their inner world and the external reality of 

London. This narrative technique highlights the contrast between the character's 

idealized vision of the world and the reality of the urban landscape, emphasizing the 

fragmentation and sense of dislocation that they experience. 

Similarly, Woolf's portrayal of the thoughts of Septimus Warren Smith reflects 

his struggle to reconcile his traumatic past experiences with the present moment. 

Woolf's narrative technique allows her to convey the sense of fragmentation and 

disconnection that Septimus feels, highlighting the gap between his internal 

experience and the external world. 

Overall, the use of parentheses in "Mrs. Dalloway" serves to convey a sense of 

fragmentation and disconnection in the narrative, reflecting the characters' struggles to 

reconcile their inner lives with external reality. By highlighting the contrast between 

internal experience and external reality, the use of parentheses adds complexity and 

nuance to the text, creating a more vivid and immersive reading experience. 
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Comparison with other modernist writers who use parentheses in their work, 

such as James Joyce in "Ulysses" or T.S. Eliot in "The Waste Land." 

The use of parentheses in "Mrs. Dalloway" is characteristic of modernist 

literature, a movement that emphasized the subjective experience of individuals and 

their fragmentation in a rapidly changing world. The use of parentheses is also present 

in the works of other modernist writers, such as James Joyce in "Ulysses" and T.S. 

Eliot in "The Waste Land." 

In "Ulysses," Joyce uses parentheses to convey the inner thoughts and 

perceptions of his characters, much like Woolf in "Mrs. Dalloway." However, Joyce's 

use of parentheses is often more experimental and fragmented, with multiple layers of 

parentheses and interruptions within the text. This reflects the complex and chaotic 

nature of modern life and the difficulties individuals face in navigating their internal 

worlds. 

In "The Waste Land," T.S. Eliot uses parentheses to provide additional 

information and commentary on the text. The use of parentheses is often ironic or 

satirical, highlighting the fragmentation and disconnection of modern society. Eliot 

also uses parentheses to convey a sense of dislocation and uncertainty, reflecting the 

anxiety and disillusionment of the post-World War I era. 

Overall, the use of parentheses in modernist literature reflects a broader 

movement towards the exploration of the subjective experience and the fragmentation 

of individual consciousness. By using parentheses to convey additional information 

and inner thoughts, writers like Woolf, Joyce, and Eliot create a more complex and 

nuanced portrayal of the characters and the world they inhabit, adding layers of 

meaning and depth to their work. 

Analysis of the different types of information contained in parentheses in 

"Mrs. Dalloway". 

In "Mrs. Dalloway," Woolf uses various narrative techniques, such as stream-

of-consciousness and free indirect discourse, to convey a range of different types of 
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information, providing additional detail and context to the narrative. Some of the 

different types of information conveyed in the novel include: 

1. Descriptions of the environment: Parentheses are used to provide additional 

information about the setting and surroundings. For example, in the passage "(Like 

a nun withdrawing, or a child exploring a tower,) she went upstairs, paused at the 

window, came to the bathroom" [24, p. 7-8], the comparison to a nun withdrawing 

or a child exploring a tower gives a sense of the atmosphere and mood of the 

scene. 

2. Explanations of characters' mental states: Parentheses are used to give insight into 

a character's thoughts, feelings, and perceptions. For example, in the passage 

"Then came the most exquisite moment of her whole life (the moment of realizing 

that she had never for one instant loved him) – George Meredith's phrase" [24, p. 

36], the parenthetical comment gives the reader access to Clarissa's innermost 

thoughts and emotions. 

3. References to past events: Parentheses are used to provide additional information 

about past events or memories. For example, in the passage "But how strange, 

now, looking back at her girlhood, to remember the prayers she said aloud 

(standing at her open window, the last thing at night, her voice fading away over 

the shrubbery)!" [24, p. 22], the parentheses provide a vivid and sensory memory 

from Clarissa's past. 

4. Details of characters' physical appearance and mannerisms: Parentheses are used 

to add details about characters' physical appearance or behavior. For example, in 

the passage "Peter Walsh (with his beak of a nose, his quick dark eyes, his white 

cuffs, his booming voice) had taken her out in a punt and she had gone down the 

river with him" [24, p. 67], the parenthetical comment gives the reader a clear 

image of Peter Walsh's appearance and personality. 

5. Philosophical or existential questions: Parentheses are used to provide 

philosophical or existential commentary. For example, in the passage "So on a 
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summer's day waves collect, overbalance, and fall; collect and fall; and the whole 

world seems to be saying 'that is all' (but what is all?)" [24, p.58-59], the 

parenthetical comment reflects on the nature of existence and the meaning of life. 

Given the above information, in "Mrs. Dalloway," Woolf employs various 

narrative techniques, such as stream-of-consciousness and free indirect discourse, to 

provide additional detail and context to the narrative. The use of parentheses helps to 

give the reader a deeper understanding of the characters and the themes of the novel. 

Criticisms and interpretations of Woolf's use of parentheses in "Mrs. 

Dalloway," including their effectiveness in conveying the themes and ideas of the 

novel. 

There have been various criticisms and interpretations of Woolf's use of 

parentheses in "Mrs. Dalloway." One perspective is that they are highly effective in 

conveying the themes and ideas of the novel. For example, scholar Kathryn Simpson 

argues that Woolf's use of parentheses allows her to "convey the complexity and 

fluidity of consciousness, and to create a layered, multi-dimensional text that presents 

a variety of perspectives on the same events and experiences" [26, p. 116]. In this 

way, the use of parentheses serves to emphasize the subjective nature of perception 

and memory. 

On the other hand, some critics have argued that Woolf's use of parentheses can 

be excessive and distract from the narrative. For example, scholar Alice Fox argues 

that "the accumulation of parentheses is the most noticeable characteristic of Woolf's 

style, and one that has often been criticized for obscuring the narrative, rather than 

serving it" [27, p. 37]. However, other scholars have countered this argument, 

suggesting that Woolf's use of parentheses is essential to the novel's overall structure 

and meaning. 

In general, there is some disagreement among scholars regarding the 

effectiveness of Woolf's use of parentheses in "Mrs. Dalloway." However, it is evident 

that they have a vital role in expressing the novel's themes and ideas. Woolf's use of 
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parentheses helps her create a layered narrative that mirrors the intricacies of human 

consciousness and memory. Ultimately, the success of Woolf's use of parentheses in 

"Mrs. Dalloway" is dependent on the reader's subjective interpretation and experience 

of the novel. While some readers may perceive the use of parentheses as distracting or 

superfluous, others may see them as a potent tool for conveying the characters' inner 

lives and motivations, adding complexity and subtlety to the text. Regardless of 

individual interpretation, it is indisputable that the use of parentheses in "Mrs. 

Dalloway" has had a significant impact on shaping the novel's themes and ideas and 

reflects the broader literary and cultural context of the modernist movement.  

 

2.2. The use of parentheses in satire in works by Joseph Heller, Mark Twain and 

Jonathan Swift 

Introduction to satire and its use of humor and irony to critique society. 

Satire is a genre of literature that uses humor and irony to criticize or expose 

the flaws and absurdities of society or individuals [28, p.63-72]. It often employs 

sarcasm, exaggeration, and ridicule to draw attention to issues and prompt social 

change. Satire can take many forms, including novels, plays, poems, and other types 

of writing. 

One of the key features of satire is its use of humor to critique societal issues. 

By using humor, satire can engage readers and audiences, making them more 

receptive to the critique being offered. At the same time, the use of irony and 

exaggeration can highlight the absurdities and contradictions of the society being 

critiqued, adding depth and nuance to the satire. 

Another important aspect of satire is its ability to prompt social change. By 

exposing the flaws and hypocrisies of society, satire can challenge existing power 

structures and push for reform. Satire can also help individuals to question their own 

beliefs and assumptions, encouraging them to engage critically with the world around 

them. 
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Overall, satire is a powerful tool for critiquing and challenging societal norms 

and structures. Its use of humor, irony, and exaggeration can engage readers and 

audiences, highlighting the flaws and contradictions of society and prompting social 

change. 

The role of parentheses in satirical writing to create a sense of distance or 

detachment from the main message. 

In satirical writing, parentheses can be used to create a sense of distance or 

detachment from the main message being conveyed. This can be a powerful tool for 

satirists, allowing them to convey criticism or social commentary without directly 

attacking or confronting their audience. 

By using parentheses, satirists can create a kind of "side commentary" on the 

main message being conveyed. This allows them to provide additional context or 

insight into the issues being critiqued, while also creating a sense of separation 

between the author and the ideas being presented. 

Parentheses are used by the author to provide "side commentary" on the events 

and characters in the story. For example, through the use of parentheses, Joseph Heller 

is able to inject his own voice into the narrative and provide a satirical commentary on 

the events taking place. There is a passage where Heller writes, "In a way, the 

Germans were right, and terribly clever, to declare war on us. They knew who their 

enemies were. They knew that only England and America were going to stop them, 

and they acted accordingly." [29, p.30] 

This parenthetical comment serves to satirize the notion of war as a black-and-

white struggle between good and evil. Instead, Heller suggests that war is a more 

complex and nuanced affair, with each side acting out of self-interest rather than a 

desire to defend justice.  

In this way, the use of parentheses in satirical writing can be seen as a form of 

irony, allowing the author to convey a message without directly attacking or 

confronting their audience. By creating a sense of distance or detachment, parentheses 
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can also make the satire more accessible to readers, allowing them to engage with the 

critique being offered without feeling defensive or attacked. 

The use of parentheses in satirical writing to add additional details or asides 

that provide context or nuance. 

In addition to creating a sense of distance or detachment, parentheses can also 

be used in satirical writing to add additional details or asides that provide context or 

nuance to the satire. This can be particularly useful when critiquing complex or 

multifaceted issues, allowing the author to convey a more nuanced and sophisticated 

critique. 

By using parentheses to add additional information or commentary, satirists can 

create a more layered and complex narrative. This can help to highlight the absurdities 

and contradictions of the society being critiqued, while also providing a deeper and 

more nuanced understanding of the issues at hand. 

One example of this can be seen in the satirical news show "The Daily Show", 

which frequently uses parentheses to provide additional context or commentary on the 

news stories being discussed. For example, in a segment about a political scandal, the 

use of parentheses allows the show to provide additional background information or 

asides that help to clarify or reinforce the critique: As for Michael Cohen, he's already 

begun talking to Mueller's team (and by "talking to" we mean screaming at). 

In this way, the use of parentheses in satirical writing can be seen as a tool for 

adding depth and nuance to the satire, allowing the author to create a more 

sophisticated critique of the society. By providing additional context or commentary, 

parentheses can help readers to engage more deeply with the issues at hand, and to 

develop a more nuanced understanding of the critique. 

Examples of satirical writing that use parentheses to convey humor and 

irony, such as the works of Mark Twain or Jonathan Swift. 
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Mark Twain and Jonathan Swift are two well-known satirical writers who 

frequently used various narrative techniques, including parentheses, to convey humor 

and irony in their works. Here are some examples: 

1. In Mark Twain's "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer," Twain uses parentheses to 

convey humor in his portrayal of Tom's mischief and adventures. For example, 

when describing Tom's reaction to a new boy in town, he writes: Tom became 

grouty and silent (not expecting this), and went to a corner and consoled himself 

with a handful of sugar. [30,p. 30]. 

2. In Jonathan Swift's "A Modest Proposal," Swift employs irony throughout the text, 

while occasionally using parentheses to provide additional information or 

emphasize specific points. For example, Swift writes: I grant this food will be 

somewhat dear, and therefore very proper for landlords, who, as they have already 

devoured most of the parents, seem to have the best title to the children. [31, p. 9].  

Although parentheses are not used extensively in this work, the satirical tone and 

biting irony are evident throughout. 

3. In Twain's "The Innocents Abroad," he uses parentheses to add humorous and 

ironic commentary about his travels. For example, Twain writes: We saw several 

old churches and cathedrals that had been there for ages—just a multitude of 

massive walls and pillars, and vast arches and winding passages, and tunnel-like 

corridors, with low ceilings whose every inch of surface was pictured over with 

grotesque figures and devices; but everywhere were tombs and effigies of warriors 

whose mail was up to the eyes in stone, and every conceivable attitude of medieval 

violence and butchery. Some of the effigies are equipped with swords, and with 

noses and fingers worn away by the kisses of pilgrims—for the nose of the one and 

the fingers of the other are believed to acquire virtues by contact with them. (The 

noseless knights are the latest.) [32, 22]. 

In this passage, Twain uses parentheses to add an ironic commentary on the 

practice of pilgrims kissing the noses and fingers of effigies in the churches and 
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cathedrals. By adding the aside "(The noseless knights are the latest.)", Twain 

suggests that the pilgrims' devotion to the effigies has led to their deterioration 

over time, and pokes fun at the absurdity of the practice.  

4. In Swift's "Gulliver's Travels," the author uses various narrative techniques, 

including parentheses, to convey irony and satire. In Part I, Chapter 5, Gulliver 

describes the island of Luggnagg, where the people have the ability to live forever. 

However, instead of cherishing this gift, they are miserable and desperate to die. 

Swift writes: (I shall here remark, that the Syriac and Chaldee Christians of Persia 

have no other way of expressing eternity in their language, than by a 

circumlocution which conveys not the least idea to those who hear it.) [33, 91] 

Swift uses parentheses to comment on the absurdity of the situation - the people of 

Luggnagg have been given eternal life, but they are so unhappy that they would 

prefer death. The addition of the footnote further emphasizes Swift's ironic tone by 

providing an example of another language that struggles to convey the concept of 

eternity. 

Overall, satirical writing often employs a range of narrative techniques, 

including parentheses, to convey humor and irony, highlighting the absurdities and 

contradictions of society, and engaging readers in a more nuanced and sophisticated 

critique of the world around them. 

The effect of parentheses on the reader's understanding of satirical writing, 

including their ability to highlight or downplay certain elements of the message. 

The use of parentheses in satirical writing can have a significant effect on the 

reader's understanding of the message being conveyed. Parentheses can be used to 

highlight or downplay certain elements of the message, depending on the author's 

intent. 

One way that parentheses can highlight elements of a satirical message is by 

providing additional context or commentary. By using parentheses to add asides or 
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explanations, the author can draw the reader's attention to specific aspects of the satire 

and provide a deeper understanding of the critique. 

On the other hand, parentheses can also be used to downplay or soften elements 

of a satirical message. By creating a sense of detachment or irony, parentheses can 

make the critique more palatable to readers who may be resistant or defensive to the 

message being conveyed. This can be particularly useful when dealing with sensitive 

or controversial topics, allowing the author to offer a critique without alienating their 

audience. 

In either case, the use of parentheses in satirical writing can help to create a 

more complex and nuanced message, one that engages readers on multiple levels and 

encourages them to think critically about the issues. Whether highlighting or 

downplaying elements of the message, parentheses can be a powerful tool for satirists, 

helping them to convey their message in a way that is both effective and engaging 

ways. 

Common techniques for using parentheses in satirical writing, such as 

exaggeration or understatement, to further convey the satirical message. 

In satirical writing, parentheses can be used in combination with other 

techniques to further convey the satirical message. Here are some common techniques 

for using parentheses in satirical writing: 

1. Exaggeration: Parentheses can be used to exaggerate the absurdity of a situation or 

argument. For example, in Jonathan Swift's "A Modest Proposal," he uses 

parentheses to emphasize the ridiculousness of his proposal: But my intention is 

very far from being confined to provide only for the children of professed beggars 

(parenthetically it is true a miserable aim), it is of a much greater extent, and shall 

take in the whole number of infants at a certain age who are born of parents in 

effect as little able to support them as those who demand our charity in the streets. 

[31] 
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In this example, Swift uses parentheses to add an aside that underscores the 

absurdity of his proposal to provide for the children of beggars. The parentheses 

imply that the proposal is a "miserable aim," or an inadequate solution to the 

problem of poverty. 

2. Understatement: Parentheses can also be used to understate or downplay the 

seriousness of a situation, creating a sense of irony or detachment. For example, in 

"Mrs. Dalloway" by Virginia Woolf: She married him. (She was glad of it.) It was 

a great relief. [24, p.29] 

Here, the use of parentheses adds a subtle layer of understatement. It downplays 

the emotion, as if it's not something that needs to be said outright, but rather a 

small detail that the reader might miss if it weren't in parentheses. 

3. Irony: Parentheses can be used to create a sense of irony, either by adding an 

unexpected twist to a story or by highlighting the contradictions and hypocrisies of 

a situation. For example, in Kurt Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse-Five," he uses 

parentheses to point out the irony of a situation: The nicest veterans in 

Schenectady, I thought, the kindest and funniest ones, the ones who hated war the 

most, were the ones who'd really fought. [34,  p. 32]. 

4. Sarcasm: Parentheses can be used to add a sarcastic or snarky comment to a story, 

often in the form of a side comment or aside. For example, in "Gulliver's Travels", 

Swift writes: I desire the reader will observe, that I calculate my remedy for this 

one individual Kingdom of Luggnagg, and for no other that ever was, is, or, I 

think, ever can be upon Earth. [33,  p. 51]. 

The use of parentheses in this sentence is a subtle way for Swift to convey his 

disbelief and sarcasm towards the Lilliputian government's practice, as he implies 

that such a ridiculous custom could only exist in one specific, isolated kingdom. 

Overall, the use of parentheses in combination with other satirical techniques 

can create a more nuanced and sophisticated message, one that engages readers on 

multiple levels and encourages them to think critically about the issues being 
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critiqued. By using exaggeration, understatement, irony, and sarcasm, satirists can 

create a powerful critique of society and prompt social change. 

Criticisms of using parentheses in satire, including concerns that they may be 

overused or create confusion for the reader. 

There are varying opinions among scholars and critics regarding the use of 

parentheses in satire. Some argue that the use of parentheses can be an effective tool 

for conveying sarcasm and irony, while others believe they can be overused and create 

confusion for the reader. 

One scholar who has written about the potential drawbacks of using 

parentheses in satire is Daniel Chandler. In his article "Irony and the Absurd in 

Narrative Satire," Chandler notes that excessive use of parentheses can disrupt the 

flow of the narrative and make it difficult for readers to follow the intended meaning 

[35, p.761]. 

Another scholar who has written about the use of parentheses in satire is Kevin 

M. DeLuca. In his article "Parody as Hybridic Text: Critical Possibilities and 

Constraints," DeLuca argues that the use of parentheses in parody can create a sense 

of playfulness and disrupt the conventions of traditional academic discourse. 

However, he also notes that excessive use of parentheses can be distracting and 

undermine the effectiveness of the satire [36, p.179]. 

Ultimately, the use of parentheses in satire is a matter of personal style and 

preference for the author. While some readers may find them effective in conveying 

the intended meaning, others may find them distracting or confusing. It is up to the 

author to weigh the benefits and drawbacks of using parentheses in their work and 

make a decision based on their own artistic goals and intentions. 
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Conclusion to chapter II 

In this chapter, I have examined the use of parentheses in two specific contexts: 

Virginia Woolf's "Mrs. Dalloway" and the discourse of satire. In Woolf's novel, we 

saw how parentheses are used to convey the inner thoughts and feelings of characters, 

as well as to create a sense of fragmentation and disconnection in the narrative. In 

satire, we saw how parentheses can be used to create distance or detachment from the 

main message, as well as to convey humor, irony, and social critique. 

Overall, we have seen that parentheses are a versatile and effective tool for 

conveying additional information, asides, and commentary in written communication. 

They can be used to clarify and add nuance to a text, as well as to convey a sense of 

tone, emphasis, or detachment. However, as with any form of punctuation, it is 

important for writers to use parentheses thoughtfully and with clear purpose, taking 

care to avoid overuse or confusion for the reader. 

By understanding the different functions and uses of parentheses in written 

communication, we can become more effective and engaging writers, capable of 

conveying complex messages with clarity and precision. Whether writing fiction, 

satire, or academic essays, the careful use of parentheses can add depth, nuance, and 

humor to our work, helping writers to connect with their audience and convey their 

ideas more effectively. 

 

 

 

  



44 

CONCLUSION 

The study reveals the use of parentheses in written communication and their 

various functions, including clarifying and adding additional information, indicating 

corrections, expressing skepticism, and providing emphasis.  

Common errors were highlighted in using parentheses, such as using them 

instead of commas or using them for essential information. Furthermore, the examples 

were provided that demonstrate how parentheses can be used effectively in written 

communication to provide additional information, clarify meaning, or indicate an 

aside or afterthought. By using parentheses correctly, writers can clarify meaning, 

provide emphasis, give structure to the text, and reflect their style and voice, all of 

which contribute to effective communication. 

However, the use of parentheses can vary depending on the discourse. In 

academic writing, parentheses are commonly used to provide additional information 

or clarify a point, while in creative writing, they can be used to convey tone and 

voice. In technical writing, parentheses are often used to provide definitions or 

explanations of technical terms. In journalism, parentheses can be used to provide 

background information or context for a story. 

The use of parentheses in specific discourses, such as literature and media, 

serves various functions, including providing insight into characters' inner lives, 

conveying a sense of fragmentation, adding nuance to the text, and expressing 

moments of realization or revelation. Parentheses can be used effectively in written 

communication to enhance the reader's understanding of the text and the characters. 

In literature, parentheses are often used to provide additional detail and context 

to the narrative. Virginia Woolf's novel "Mrs. Dalloway" is a prime example of how 

parentheses can be used to convey the complexity and fluidity of consciousness, and 

to create a layered, multi-dimensional text that presents a variety of perspectives on 

the same events and experiences. By using parentheses to convey the characters' 

innermost thoughts, feelings, and motivations, Woolf is able to create a more 
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immediate and intimate connection between the reader and the characters, adding 

depth and nuance to their portrayal. 

Overall, the use of parentheses in specific discourses serves as a powerful tool 

for conveying meaning, adding nuance, and enhancing the reader's understanding of 

the text. By using parentheses appropriately and judiciously, writers can create a more 

engaging and effective communication that resonates with their intended audience. 
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