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D.L. SERGIENKO'S PEDAGOGICAL VIEWS AND ACTIVITY (1911–1984) 
 

The article deals with activity and pedagogical views of D.L. Sergienko, scientist, professor of pedagogy of now Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv. It has been defined four periods of his activity: creative search, military service, scientific-managing, 
teaching. There are short descriptions of each period. It has been admitted that D.L. Sergienko's ideas had evolution and developed 
concerning different periods of his activity. During creative search period of D. L. Sergienko's activity he studied history of development 
of polytechnic education in work of young naturalists, during  scientific-managing period he learned  history of development of 
polytechnic education and labor training and upbringing in rural schools, during teaching period the scientist researched problems of 
polytechnic education and labor training and upbringing in secondary schools in villages as well as in cities.  The scientist's ideas about  
features of implementation of polytechnic education and labor upbringing in secondary schools,  labor education in the family, 
professional orientation work, organization of work of groups of young naturalists, methodology of forming polytechnic knowledge and 
skills have been presented. Actuality of his views about polytechnic education and labor upbringing have been revealed, also the 
expediency of implementation of his ideas into modern pedagogical science has been mentioned. 
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Nowadays scientific and educational achievements of 

scientists of the past arouse real people's interest. Their 
experience can be applied at the present stage of 
development the Ukrainian society. One of these scientists 
was D. L. Sergienko – (25.10.1911, Vodotyyi, Zhytomyr 
Region – 05.24.1984, Kyiv) – Ukrainian teacher, scholar, 
public figure, deputy head editor of the magazine "Young 
Naturalist", head of the editorial section of the Scientific 
and Methodological Council of  Taras Shevchenko State 
University of Kiev, dean of the preparatory faculty, pro-
rector of the teachers' University, member of the 
Republican bureau of organization "Knowledge" the 
educational sections, director of the Central research-
pedagogical agrobiostation of the USSR Ministry 
Education, which was renamed in the Republican station of 
young naturalists in 1952, Professor of Pedagogis 
Department of Taras Shevchenko Kyiv State University. D. 
 L. Sergienko received valuable awards for his activity: a 
badge "Excellence in Education of Ukraine", certificates 
from the Ministry of Education of Ukraine, medals of All-
Union Agricultural Exhibition: three small gold medals in 
1941, 1955, 1956 and a silver medal in 1958. 

In the second half of the twentieth century 
D. L. Sergienko entered into the history of pedagogis as an 
expert in polytechnic education and labor upbringing of 
youth. At that time he was a leading expert in polytechnic 
education in a secondary school, developed his own 
methodogy of polytechnic education, gave a number of 
recommendations concerning socially useful work, 
teaching biology, studied history of polytechnic education 
of the Soviet period. A large number of researchers in the 

field of pedagogy  have addressed to D.  L. Sergienko's 
scientific-pedagogical heritage to get valuable information 
about the history of polytechnic education, labour training 
and upbringing, organization of work on research areas, 
the functioning of groups of young naturalists etc. 

Information about  D. L. Sergienko's life and activity can be 
found in "Anthology of educational thought in Ukrainian SSR" 
(1988), in works by V. V. Verbitskyi, L. P. Manoryk, 
L. A. Semenovska, M. M. Fitsula, S. P. Demyanchuk, 
N. A. Kalinichenko, G. P. Kovalchuk, S. G. Mazurenko, 
N. O. Terentyeva. Despite the fact that many sources mention 
the name D. L. Sergienko, his activity and pedagogical views 
are not well known and need to be researched for defining 
their meaning in the science of Pedagogics.  

The objective of the article is to highlight 
D. L. Sergienko's actual pedagogical  views and features of 
his activity as a scientist and public figure, director of the 
Republican station of young naturalists, professor of 
pedagogy of now Taras Shevchenko National University of 
Kyiv. To achieve the objective the following tasks have 
been done: 1) to consider  periods of his activity; 2) to 
analyze scientist's actual pedagogical views. 

D. L. Sergienko's life was full of creative searches, 
realization of his potential, constant work on himself and 
significant achievements in Pedagogy. He was a highly 
educated man, had  deep knowledge of bases of sciences 
and understanding of the importance of education in the 
development of society. Social and historical factors of 
D. L. Sergienko's forming as a teacher and scholar were: 
the impact of family (mother's upbringing in the spirit of 
love for work, his childhood in the village), socio-economic 
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conditions of the historical period (early labor, difficult 
economic  position of  Ukrainian people after the First 
World War and the Revolution, socialist transformation by 
Soviet government), pedagogical activity (training at school 
in the village Vodotyyi, Kiev Pedagogical Institute), learning 
of scientific works by A. S. Makarenko, K. D. Ushinskyi, 
V. A. Sukhomlynskyi, I. P. Pavlov. 

One of the main factors that have a significant effect on 
a man is a role that belongs to the family. Family circle 
creates values, life goals and ideals of personality, outlook. 
Some information about D. L. Sergienko's was found in the 
State Archive of Zhytomyr region and archive of  Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. From the archival 
sources it was known that D. L. Sergienko was born in 
October 25, 1911 in a poor peasant family in the village 
Vodotyyi Radomyslsky County [2]. There is very little 
information about his mother and father. Palaheya 
Nikiforovna Sergienko was from poor peasants. She was 
born in the village Vodotyyi in 1882 and worked about her 
house up to 1929, from 1929 to 1934 she was a member of 
the farm. From 1934 and until her death in 1952 she was 
dependent on her son. The scientist's parents had only one 
son – Dmytro Sergienko [1, p.18]. According to archival 
sources we learned that D. L. Sergienko's mother was an 
ordinary person, an ordinary peasant and, despite difficult 
living conditions, she was able to bring up in her son such 
moral qualities as honesty, integrity, selflessness, 
willingness to help other people and be their support. 
D. L. Sergienko spent his childhood on the nature, that had 
positive impact on the development of his analytical 
thinking, observation, imagination. He loved learning and 
working. During this period he manifested interest in the 
nature of his native land, flora and fauna that contributed to 
his choice of the future profession of a teacher of Biology 
and then work in Republican station of young naturalists. 
D. L. Sergienko  began to work when he was eight years 
old. He shepherd cattle on the pasture. Ttrying to help his 
mother, the boy took up any job. Engaged to work in early 
childhood D. L. Sergienko perceived work as an integral, 
organic part of life. This fact  influences on the choice of 
profession associated with agriculture and labour training 
and upbringing. The theme of work, training and education 
went through all D. L. Sergienko's scientific heritage. In his 
monograph "Socially useful work of schoolchildren in 
agriculture" (1960) he said that for every person work is a 
main condition of correct intellectual and moral 
development. Person will, persistence, responsibility, 
creativity, initiative are produced during work. 
D. L. Sergienko thought that productive socially useful work 
gives a person great moral satisfaction, generates self-
confidence, self-esteem, creates a cheerful mood [5, p. 3]. 

Systematization and generalization of D. L. Sergienko's 
scientific pedagogical heritage and research of his activity 
allowed to identify four periods of his activity: the first – 
(1927–1941) – creative search: start of teaching in 
elementary school in the village Chernyakhiv Kagarlytsky 
district (1929–1930); education at School Department in 
Kiev Pedagogical Institute (1930–1934); studies at the 
Faculty of Biology at Kiev Pedagogical Institute named 
after O. M. Gorky (1936–1938); work on the Central 
research-pedagogical agrobiostation (as Deputy Director – 
1933–1934, and director – 1934–1941); second – (1941–
1946) – military service: listener of Higher Military 
Pedagogical Institute (1941); participant of war actions of 
Red Army (1941–1942), Chief of Staff of Higher Military 
Pedagogical Institute (1942–1946); third – scientific-
managing (1946–1959) – Director of Central research-
pedagogical agrobiostation of the USSR Ministry of 
Education, which later was renamed into Republican 

station of young naturalists; fourth – teaching (1959–1984) 
– Associate Professor of  Scientific-methodical cabinet of 
Taras Shevchenko State University of Kyiv (1959–1960), 
Associate Professor of  the Pedagogics Department of 
Taras Shevchenko State University of Kyiv (1960–1973) 
and later Professor of this university (1973–1984) [4]. 

The main criterion for defining these periods was 
leading activity, in which D. L. Sergienko was involved. He 
was a fully developed person, so leading activity in each 
period was accompanied by additional: methodical, 
scientific, organizational, managerial, teaching, public. 
Taking into account this fact it was possible to distinguish 
directions of his activity in each of the periods: 
coordination-organizational (coordination of regional 
stations for young naturalists, management of school 
sector in Kyiv, management of Republican station of young 
naturalists –  first as the deputy director and later as the 
director of the same station); scientific (writing and defense 
of the thesis "Working groups at school. History. The 
content and teaching methods in context of the objectives 
of polytechnic education and practical training of 
schoolchildren" in 1956, and later doctoral thesis "Leninist 
principles of polytechnic education and labor training in 
rural secondary labor polytechnic school of the USSR 
/1917–1941/ materials for rural schools" in 1971); teaching-
methodical (author of text-books and methodical 
recommendations for teachers and teachers of young 
naturalists clubs, compiler of educational programs for 
young naturalists); design-projecting (elaboration of 
methodology of forming polytechnic knowledge and skills 
during studying school subjects, research of content, 
forms, types of socially useful work in rural schools); 
publishing (deputy main editor of the magazine "Young 
Naturalist", the head of the editorial section of the Scientific 
and Methodological Council of the University, compiler of 
digests "From experience of extra-curricula and after-
school work" (1952) and "About issues of polytechnic 
education in extracurricular and after-school work in 
biology" (1953), publishing his own works); controlling 
(check of correspondence of Kiev Agricultural Academy); 
socio-educational (the duties of dean of the preparatory 
faculty, pro-rector of University of teachers, member of 
Central and Republican "Council of All-Union pioneer 
organization," secretary of city department of Pedagogical 
Society, member of the Republican Bureau of pedagogical 
sections of society "Knowledge", propaganda of Plenum 
decisions on agriculture in regions, conducting mentoring 
work with rural schools); teaching (primary school teacher,  
teaching at the Pedagogics Department of Taras 
Shevchenko State University of Kyiv). 

It was noticed that there was evolution of 
D. L. Sergienko's pedagogical ideas. This evolution 
touched such scientific problems: the contemt and 
functioning of groups of young naturalists, system of 
polytechnic education and labor upbringing at secondary 
school, organization of professional orientation work. The 
study of D. L. Sergienko's pedagogical views revealed 
evolutionary chain of his ideas concerning the system of 
polytechnic education in the country, "objectives of 
polytechnic education in the groups of young naturalists – 
polytechnic education and labor training in rural schools – 
polytechnic education and labor training and upbringing in 
a secondary school." During the first period of his activity 
D.L.Sergiyenko put forward ideas concerning scientific-
methodical work at the station for young naturalists, he 
offered teaching biology according to the specifics of 
polytechnic education. These ideas were developed in the 
third period and ideas about history of appearing and work 
of groups of young naturalists, about socially useful work of 
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schoolchildren in agriculture, about system of polytechnic 
education and labor upbringing at the village school were 
added. In the fourth period D. L. Sergiyenko's pedagogical 
views caused logically complete methoology of forming of 
polytechnic knowledge and skills not only in rural but also 
in urban schools, developing system of professional 
orientation work at school, researches of the  history of 
politehnizm in Ukraine. 

Nowadays the most actual D. L. Sergienko's 
pedagogical views are about implementation of polytechnic 
education and labor upbringing in secondary schools: 
providing deep knowledge of the bases of sciences, 
forming scoolchildren's ability to apply theoretical 
knowledge in practice, organizing interesting, affordable 
and creative work, keep conscious labor discipline, rational 
combination of training, physical activity and recreation [3]. 
D. L. Sergienko had worthy ideas about labor education in 
the family. He stressed on the importance of personal 
example of parents, respect for other people's work, child's 
duties about the house. The scientist spoke a lot about 
professional orientation work that includes identifying of 
abilities to a certain profession, providing information about 
the specifics of the various occupations and sectors of the 
economy, the country's needs in certain specialists, 
consideration of social, economical, psychological and 
medical-physiological aspects of professional orientation. 
Some people can be interested in D. L. Sergienko's views 
concerning functioning of groups of young naturalists. He 
described peculiarities of organization of creative and 
constructive activity of young naturalists, system of 
management of groups of children. This system includes 
the director of the station, the school director, teachers of 
young naturalists clubs, who together decide the priority 
issues and discuss planning of working of groups of young 
naturalists, develop methodology of conducting classes 
and different events.  D. L. Sergienko made a significant 
contribution to pedagogical science because he developed 
methodology of forming polytechnic knowledge and skills 
through a system of polytechnic training (goals, 
requirements to it, the principles, content, methods, tools) 
and through providing of polytechnic education process 
(planning, forms of training, types and structure of lessons, 
requirements for teachers, extracurricular work). His views 
concerning the polytechnic education are very actual 
nowadays. If a country has well organized system of 
polytechnic training its economy is developed and there is 
high cost of living. Starting with school children began to 
know about different branches of economy and master 
practical knowledge and skills which they can use in real 
life. So D. L. Sergienko's ideas should be implemented in 

practice of activity of secondary schools and should be 
taken into consideration during preparing school teachers.  

D. L. Sergienko's activity was full of professional 
achievements. He realized himself as a successful 
manager, a public figure, university lecturer, scholar, in 
each direction of his activity he was successful and showed 
himself as a professional. It has been defined and shortly 
described periods of his activity: creative search, military 
service, scientific-managing, teaching. It has been 
established that there was evolution of his ideas. This 
evolution had quantitative character and its essence is in 
gradual widening of the field of research. At the beginning 
of his activity, D.L.Sergienko studied history of devel-
opment of polytechnic education in work of young 
naturalists, later he learned  history of development of 
polytechnic education and labor training and upbringing in 
rural schools, then the scientist researched problems 
of polytechnic education and labor training and upbringing 
in secondary schools in villages as well as in cities. The 
most valuable D. L. Sergienko's pedagogical ideas concern 
features of implementation of polytechnic education and 
labor upbringing in secondary schools,  labor education 
in the family, professional orientation work, organization 
of work of groups of young naturalists, methodology 
of forming polytechnic knowledge and skills.  
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