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Abstract

It is noted that relations of Ukraine with Caribbean states are taking
new dimension currently. Latin American and Caribbean vector of Ukrainian
foreign policy has long been out of the main focus of Ukrainian decision-makers,
as compared with the European, transatlantic, Asian and African foreign policy
vectors. Yet, as of late the situation has changed and the relations of Ukraine
with Caribbean states intensified. Ukraine currently keeps developing its
relations with the countries of the region, and new policy dimensions in the
relations of the Caribbean states and Ukraine appear. Thereby, an important
milestone in the relations of Ukraine with Caribbean states has become the first-
ever Communication Strategy Ukraine — Latin America and the Caribbean.

It can be stated that current policy dimensions in the relations of the
Caribbean states and Ukraine are varied and multi-faceted. The notion of the
Caribbeanregionisimportant and challenging to capture, because it encompasses
a wide range of geographical, political, linguistic and cultural factors, among
others. The state of the current Ukraine-Caribbean states relations has changed
dramatically, as compared to the previous period until adoption of the first-
ever Communication Strategy Ukraine — Latin America and the Caribbean in
2024. Further characteristics and trends of policy dimensions in the relations
of the Caribbean states and Ukraine are continuation of economic and political
cooperation, further search for investment and trade opportunities, as well as
collaboration in educational, scientific and cultural sectors. It can be concluded
that current policy dimensions in relations of Caribbean states and Ukraine are
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increased communication, intensified dialogue and new economic and political
cooperation spheres.

Keywords: Caribbean region; Ukraine; Latin America; diplomacy;
Association of Caribbean States; CARICOM; CELAC

Introduction

Relations of Ukraine with Caribbean states are taking new dimension
currently. Latin American and Caribbean vector of Ukrainian foreign policy has
long been out of the main focus of Ukrainian decision-makers, as compared with
the European, transatlantic, Asian and African foreign policy vectors. Yet, as of
late the situation has changed and the relations of Ukraine with Caribbean states
intensified.

Ukraine currently keeps developing its relations with the countries of the
region. In particular, the Ukrainian Parliament created a new inter-factional
association responsible for cooperation with Latin America and the Caribbean,
thus strengthening cooperation with the region, in parallel with the work already
underway at the level of the President of Ukraine and the government [1, p.1]. This
is a vital move for furthering respective diplomatic relations. Thereby, Member
of Ukrainian Parliament Arsenii Pushkarenko noted that, unfortunately, over
past thirty years, cooperation with the countries of this region has been sporadic
and only in 2023 President Volodymyr Zelensky visited Latin American region,
renewing diplomatic relations [1, p.1]. «We are interested in cooperation with
the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, and the inter-parliamentary
format will allow us to deepen and expand the work already underway at the
presidential and governmental level», emphasized A. Pushkarenko [1, p.1].
Thereby, an important milestone in the relations of Ukraine with Caribbean
states has become the first-ever Communication Strategy Ukraine — Latin
America and the Caribbean. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine presented
this document in 2024.

Thus, it is crucial to outline new policy dimensions in the relations of
Ukraine and the Caribbean states. The goal of the article is to determine current
policy dimensionsin the relations of Caribbean states and Ukraine. The objectives
of the study are to determine the notion of the Caribbean region, specify the
state of the current Ukraine-Caribbean states relations and determine further
characteristics and trends of policy dimensions’ development between the
Caribbean states and Ukraine.

Research Methods

For the purpose of determining current policy dimensions in the relations
of Caribbean states and Ukraine, the author has utilized the method of case
study. Case study is a method widely utilized in social sciences. The case study
method is used for researching a person, event, condition, phenomenon, or
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other type of subject of analysis to extrapolate key themes and results that help
foresee future trends, illuminate previously hidden issues and provide a means
for comprehending a significant research aspect with clarity [2, p. 1]. The case
study method appears to be a relevant approach to determining current policy
dimensions in the relations of the Caribbean states and Ukraine.

Research Results

Ukraine’s relations with the Caribbean states have become more dynamic
as of late. The above-mentioned Communication Strategy Ukraine — Latin
America and the Caribbean is a critically important document for Ukraine-
Caribbean region relations. The Ukrainian Ministry of Foreign Affairs stressed
the importance of creating a communication strategy to strengthen ties with
Latin American and Caribbean countries and emphasized that the current
foreign policy priorities are to open new horizons for Ukraine and increase our
country’s presence in key regions of the world [3, p. 1]. Latin America and the
Caribbean region were defined as new priority vectors of the Ukrainian foreign
policy. Latin America and the Caribbean is one of the crucial new horizons in
2024 and beyond and we will ensure that our cooperation becomes a driving
force for mutual development, noted then-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine
Dmytro Kuleba [3, p. 1].

Thereby it should be noted that there are different approaches to the
notion of a region and the Caribbean, in particular. There are such approaches
as geographical, cultural, linguistic, among others. According to R.B. Kent,
Latin America is a vast region spanning parts of North America, almost all of
South America, and much of the West Indies and, arguably, even parts of the
southwestern U.S. [4, p. 1]. M. V. Bulyk, O. L. Hilchenko, Yu. V. Konstantynova
use a subregional approach and respectively single out Caribbean countries,
Central American countries, Andean countries and Southern Cone countries) [5,
p. 1]. Latin America can be seen as a culture region, with multiple factors that
have contributed to the varied human geography and landscapes of the region
[4, p. 1].

Linguistic factor can also be applied for defining a region. Dominant
language use might be mapped as a surrogate for defining broad cultural
regions, thus, the dominant use of English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish in
the Western Hemisphere might be mapped to define distinct regional cultures
associated with each area [4, p.3]. These features are particularly salient in case
of the Caribbean area. In view of this factor, sometimes the Caribbean is included
in the broader, predominantly Spanish-speaking region of Latin America
and sometimes it is excluded on the basis of historical, linguistic and political
differences. In other cases, geographers use a more extensive set of criteria, or
multiple factors, to more accurately reflect the cultural or physical homogeneity
of distinct geographic regions [4, p. 3].
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As noted above, the Caribbean subregion is included in the broader Latin
American region, and at times it is excluded. The modern-day countries of Cuba,
Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic (the Greater Antilles) constitute the
Hispanic Caribbean, as a result of Spanish colonization of the area starting from
the late 15th c. [4, p. 55]. Other European colonial powers managed to wrest the
island of Jamaica and part of Hispaniola from the Spanish and occupy the Lesser
Antilles [4, p. 55]. Currently this island is shared by predominantly Spanish-
speaking Dominican Republic and predominantly French- and Creole-speaking
Haiti.

The Caribbean region was a crucial element of England’s overseas
colonies. The region was also known as the «West Indies» because when the
explorer Christopher Columbus first arrived there in 1492, he believed that
he had arrived in the «Indies», as Asia was then known [6, p. 1]. The English
forces took over St. Kitts, Antigua, Barbuda and Nevis between 1624 and 1628,
while approximately at the same time, the French colonized Guadeloupe and
Martinique [6, p. 1].

These processes of colonization resulted in a range of Spanish, British,
French, Dutch and other influences, as well as a variety of political and
administrative systems in the Caribbean region. Some of the examples include
British Overseas Territory (e.g. Turks and Caicos, Cayman Islands, Bermuda
Islands, Anguilla); overseas collectivity of France (e.g. St. Martin, Saint
Barthelemy), Constituent country in the Kingdom of the Netherlands (Sint
Maarten); independent states, former British colonies (e.g. Dominica), French
Overseas Department (e.g. Guadeloupe, Martinique), British Commonwealth
countries (e.g. St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines), independent British
Commonwealth nation (e.g. Barbados), autonomous, self-governing constituent
countries of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (e.g. Aruba, Curacao), a special
municipality of the Netherlands (Bonaire). Thus, approaches to defining the
Caribbean region can vary greatly and a wide range of variables needs to be
taken into account.

Regional integration processes in the Caribbean currently are not very
dynamic. Yet, there are several important regional organizations in the Caribbean
and the broader Latin American region. Among these organizations, one can
note CARICOM, CELAC, Association of Caribbean States, among others.

One of the important regional organizations is CARICOM (Caribbean
Community). CARICOM was established in 1973, and this structure consists of
fifteen full members and five associate members, with headquarters situated in
Georgetown, Guyana [7, p. 1]. It is an influential regional organization covering
20 countries in Central and South America, as well as the Caribbean [7, p. 1].
Shortly after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, CARICOM condemned the
act, stating that «the principles of respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity,
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non-interference in the internal affairs of another sovereign state, and the
peaceful resolution of all disputes must be adhered to by all nations» [8, p. 1].
There was an online meeting of Deputy Secretary General of CARICOM for
Foreign Affairs D. Forde with Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine
A. Melnyk in 2023 [7, p. 1]. The interlocutors discussed the prospects for the
development of cooperation between Ukraine and the Caribbean Community [7,
p- 1]. A. Melnyk and D. Forde agreed to continue close cooperation in order to
expand contacts between Ukraine and the CARICOM member states in areas of
mutual interest, primarily in the trade, economy and investment sectors [7, p. 1].

CELAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States) is another
important organization in the region. CELAC is an intergovernmental platform,
which includes 32 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean in order to
promote dialogue and political agreement among them [9, p. 1]. Since its launch
in 2011, CELAC has helped to deepen respectful dialogue among all countries
in the region in the areas of social development, finance, education, nuclear
disarmament, culture, energy, environment and family farming [9, p. 1]. Also,
CELAC acts as a spokesman for the Community with other countries and regional
blocs: the EU, China, the Republic of Korea, the Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf, Turkiye and Japan [9, p. 1]. A large delegation of journalists
from the CELAC region visited Ukraine in 2024 [1, p. 1]. It is important for us to
reach out to politicians and society in the region through all possible platforms
so that they take part in the settlement of the russian-Ukrainian war, and the
realization of Ukraine’s Peace Formula, respectively noted Ukrainian MP Arsenii
Pushkarenko [1, p. 1].

Another important organization in the region is the Association of
Caribbean States. The Association of Caribbean States is a platform uniting
thirty-five contracting states, countries and territories of the Caribbean to
enhance cooperation within the area, an initiative aimed at building upon
obvious geographic proximity and well-documented historical linkages [10, p.
1]. It provides a forum for political dialogue in order to identify areas of common
interest, which may be addressed at the regional level, and the solutions which
can be found through cooperation [10, p. 1].

The ACS Membership identified five areas of concern for the attention of
the Association:

- preservation and conservation of the Caribbean Sea. The preservation
and conservation of this natural resource is a mandate of primordial importance
for the organization;

- sustainable tourism. The importance of this aspect for the member
states transcends questions of language or territory;
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- trade and economic external relations. The respective focus is placed
on economic integration, investment and intra-regional trade in order to raise
competitiveness of the Greater Caribbean region;

- natural disasters. The continued vulnerability of all countries and
territories of the Greater Caribbean to the physical ravages and economical
challenges of natural disasters is a theme of utmost importance on the regional
agenda;

- transport. Proper functioning of efficient and viable intraregional air and
maritime routes not only facilitates closer intraregional relations, but represents
a fundamental base for cooperation [10, p. 1].

Ukraine’s interest is in further developing relations with the states of
the Caribbean region. There are numerous economic, diplomatic and political
opportunities for cooperation. Ukraine is interested in investment opportunities,
trade and economic cooperation development. Another dimension is
education, technology, culture and science. The first parliamentary conference
«Ukraine — Latin American and Caribbean States: Cooperation for the Future»
was conducted at the Ukrainian Parliament [11, p. 1]. The Conference was
attended by the Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine Ruslan Stefanchuk,
people’s deputies of Ukraine and representatives of parliaments of thirteen
Latin American and Caribbean countries, embassies of these countries, as
well as representatives of the Central American Parliament [11, p. 1]. In turn,
representatives of the parliaments of Latin America and the Caribbean expressed
solidarity with the Ukrainian people, support for the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of Ukraine, and condemnation of russian aggression [11, p. 1].
Further cooperation of Ukraine with the Caribbean states is to be continued and
intensified.

Conclusions and Prospects for Further Research

Thus, current policy dimensions in the relations of the Caribbean
states and Ukraine are varied and multi-faceted. The notion of the Caribbean
region is important and challenging to capture, because it encompasses a wide
range of geographical, political, linguistic and cultural factors, among others.
The state of the current Ukraine-Caribbean states relations has changed
dramatically, as compared to the previous period until adoption of the first-
ever Communication Strategy Ukraine — Latin America and the Caribbean in
2024. Further characteristics and trends of policy dimensions in the relations
of the Caribbean states and Ukraine are continuation of economic and political
cooperation, further search for investment and trade opportunities, as well as
collaboration in educational, scientific and cultural sectors. It can be concluded
that current policy dimensions in relations of Caribbean states and Ukraine are

377



ISSN 2415-881X Politology Bulletin, Issue 97 (2025)

increased communication, intensified dialogue and new economic and political
cooperation spheres.
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CYYACHI BIZHOCUHU AEPYXAB KAPUECbKOIO BACENHY
TA YKPATHU: HOBI MOJIITUYHI BUMIPU

Pestome

VY crarTi Bii3HaUYEHO, 110 BiTHOCMHU YKpaiHu 3 kpaiHamu KapuOchkoro
OaceiiHy HUHI HaOyBarOTh HOBOTO BUMIipy. JIaTHHOAMEPUKAHCHKUHM Ta KapuoO-
ChKHH BEKTOP 30BHIIIHKOI MOJIITUKU YKpaiHU JOBIHH yac OyB 103a rOJIOBHUM
(oxycom ykpalHCHKHX TOJIITHKIB, IOPIBHAHO 3 €BPOINENCHKUM, TpPaHCATJIAH-
TUYHUM, a3iMChKUM Ta apUKAHCHKUM BEKTOPaMHU 30BHIIIHBOI IOJIITUKH.
OpHak OCTaHHIM YacoM CUTYallisl 3BMiHUIACSA, 1 BITHOCMHHU YKpalHU 3 KpaiHaMu
Kapubcbkoro 6aceiiHy crasu OUIBII aKTUBHUMH. YKpaiHa MPOJIOBIKYE PO3BH-
BaTH BiTHOCHHU 3 JiepkaBaMu KapuOchkoro 6aceiiHy, i 3’BJISIOTHCA HOBI I10-
JIITUYHI BUMIpH y BilHOCHHAaX fep:kaB Kapubchkoro 6aceiiHy Ta Ykpainu. [1pu
I[bOMY, BaXKJIMBOIO BiXOI0 Y Bi/IHOCHHAaX YKpainu 3 fiep;kaBamu Kapubebkoro 6a-
celiHy crasa nepiuia B ictopii KomyHikaniiina crparerisa Ykpaina — JlaTuHCcbKa
Awmepuxka Ta Kapubcpkuii 6aceits.

MozkHa CTBEP/XKYBATH, III0 CYyYaCHi IMOJTITUYHI BUMIPH Y Bi/THOCUHAX JEP-
»kaB KapubOcbhkoro 6aceliHy Ta YKpaiHU € pi3HOMaHITHUMH Ta OaraTOrpaHHUMH.
[Tpu bOMY BapTO 3ayBa’KUTH, IO MOHATTA KapruOChKOTO PETIOHY € BaXKJIUBUM
Ta CKJIQJTHUM JJIs1 BU3HAYEHHsI, OCKLIBKH BOHO OXOIUTIOE IITUPOKHH CIEKTP T'e0-
rpadivHUX, MOJTITUYHUX, JTIHTBICTHYHUX Ta KYJIBTYPHUX (DAaKTOPIB, cEpe/T IHIITHX.
Cran cygyacHUX BiTHOCHH MiXK YKpaiHOIO Ta Aep:kaBamu KapuOcbkoro Gaceii-
Hy Kap/IMHAJIBHO 3MIiHUBCS IMOPIBHAHO 3 MOIEPEIHIM MEPio0M A0 MPUUHATTS
nepioi B icropii KomyHikamiitHoi crparerii Ykpaina — JlaTuHCbKa AMepHKa Ta
Kapubcpkuii 6aceitn y 2024 porti. [loganpimimMy XapakTepUCTUKAMU Ta TeH-
JIEHITISIMH IOJIITUYHUX BUMIpIB y BiTHOCHHAaX ep:kaB Kapubcbkoro 6aceliHy Ta
Ykpainu € mpo/ioBKeHHs €eKOHOMIYHOI Ta IMOJIITUYHOI CIiBIpAIli, MOIaIbIIHI
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MIONIYK 1HBECTUIIMHUX Ta TOPrOBEJIbHUX MOXKJIHMBOCTEHN, a TAKOXK CIIIBIIpAIld B
OCBITHiH, HAYKOBIiH Ta KyJbTYpHIi# chepax. MoxHa 3p0OUTH BUCHOBOK, IO CY-
YaCHUMH NOJIITHYHUMU BUMipaMU y BilHOCHHAX Aiep:kaB Kapubcrkoro 6aceiHy
Ta YKpaiHM € NMOCUJIeHHA KOMYHiKallii, inTeHcudikarisa aiajgory ta HOBi chepu
€KOHOMIYHOTO Ta MOJIITUYHOTO CITiIBPOOITHUIITBA.

KiarouoBsi ciioBa: KapuOchkuii perion; Ykpaina; JlaTuHChbKa AMEpPHKa;
nuruioMartis; Acorrianis nepskaB Kapubcebkoro 6aceiiny; KAPIKOM; CEJIAK.
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