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Методичні вказівки 

 

Навчально-методичний посібник "English for Law Students: Communicative Legal 

Practice" спрямований на активізацію та відпрацювання навичок усного мовлення 

англійською мовою в студентів освітнього рівня "Бакалавр", які навчаються за освітнім 

напрямом "Міжнародне право". 

Посібник складається з 12 розділів (Units), що відповідають програмі мовної 

підготовки студентів освітнього напряму "Міжнародне право" за аспектом "Мова фаху" 

протягом першого та другого року навчання. Кожен розділ має уніфіковану структуру, 

що спрощує навігацію посібником і дозволяє викладачеві використовувати однаковий 

комплекс вправ на відпрацювання усного мовлення в аудиторії. Дизайн матеріалу 

здійснювався за принципом photocopiables – тобто таким чином, щоб викладач міг 

зробити його ксерокопії для використання студентами. 

Нижче наводиться короткий опис кожного елемента розділів та методичні 

рекомендації для роботи з ними. 

• Key Vocabulary. Цей елемент містить 20 ключових юридичних термінів, 

повʼязаних із конкретною темою, їхню транскрипцію відповідно до британської вимови, 

визначення англійською мовою та приклад використання в реченні. Викладач може 

використовувати цей перелік для проведення усних опитувань лексичного матеріалу в 

студентів. 

• Alias. Цей елемент містить два набори карток по 10 слів, повʼязаних із 

тематикою розділу, для проведення гри Alias. Суть гри – пояснити слово на картці 

іншому студенту, не використовуючи ані саме слово на картці, ані спільнокореневі 

слова. Якщо студент не може вгадати слово, він може попрохати його пропустити. Для 

проведення однієї гри розділіть студентів на пари і роздайте кожній або спільний набір 

з 10 карток, або окремий набір по 10 карток кожному студенту. Встановіть для студентів 

часовий ліміт (наприклад, 5 хвилин). Якщо вони впораються раніше, запропонуйте їм 

скласти речення зі вгаданими словами. Наприкінці гри спитайте у студентів, яке з 

пояснень їм найбільше запамʼяталось / їх найбільше здивувало. 

• Discussion Cards. Цей елемент містить набір з 10 карток із питаннями, 

повʼязаними з тематикою розділу. Роздайте кожній парі студентів набір з картками й 

запропонуйте обрати одне питання, яке вони хотіли б поставити своїм колегам у парі. 



 

6 

Далі студенти по черзі ставлять питання і порівнюють відповіді у парах. Наприкінці 

обговорення спитайте у студентів, чи їхні відповіді збігаються або відрізняються. 

• Legal Situations. Цей елемент містить набір з трьох карток з практичними 

ситуаціями та питаннями до них. Розділіть студентів на групи, роздайте кожній картку 

з однаковою ситуацією та запропонуйте обговорити можливі відповіді на питання. 

Попередьте студентів, що вони повинні будуть обмінюватись ідеями, тому їх варто 

занотувати. Встановіть чіткий часовий ліміт для обговорення (наприклад, 5 хвилин). 

Після завершення обговорення обміняйте студентів між групами та запропонуйте їм 

порівняти свої ідеї. Наприкінці активності спитайте у студентів, чи їхні ідеї між групами 

збіглись чи були відмінними. 

• Role Play. Цей елемент містить картку з чотирма ролями, ситуацією та 

напрямом її розвитку. Розділіть студентів на групи по чотири і роздайте їм картку, 

запропонувавши домовитись про роль, яку кожен гратиме. (Як альтернативний варіант, 

ви можете самостійно поділити студентів у групах за ролями або запропонувати їм 

витягти жереб.) Дайте кожному студенту кілька хвилин обміркувати свою відповідь 

відповідно до ролі, після чого вони у групах обговорюють ситуацію та обмінюються 

своїми думками. Наприкінці активності спитайте у студентів, чиї аргументи в групі були 

найбільш / найменш переконливі. 

• Problem-Solving. Цей елемент містить картку з питанням практичної 

спрямованості та пунктами для його обговорення. Розділіть студентів на кілька груп, 

роздайте кожній по картці та запропонуйте обговорити шляхи вирішення питання на ній, 

роблячи нотатки за необхідності. Попередьте студентів, що вони повинні будуть 

обмінюватись ідеями, тому їх варто занотувати. Встановіть часовий ліміт на 

обговорення (наприклад, 5 хвилин). Після завершення обговорення обміняйте студентів 

між групами та запропонуйте їм порівняти свої ідеї. Наприкінці активності спитайте у 

студентів, чи їхні ідеї між групами збіглись чи були відмінними. 

• Critical Thinking. Цей елемент містить картку з питанням дискусійного 

характеру і тезовими аргументами на користь та проти ідеї, що лежить в основі питання. 

Розділіть студентів на пари, роздайте кожній по картці та запропонуйте обрати сторону, 

яку ті будуть відстоювати – на користь чи проти ідеї, і дайте час обміркувати їхні 

аргументи (наприклад, 3-4 хвилини). Після цього студенти у парах обговорюють 

питання, наводячи аргументи за та проти. Заохотьте студентів вести дискусію, а не 

просто обмінюватись аргументами. Встановіть чіткий часовий ліміт для обговорення 
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(наприклад, 5 хвилин). У разі наявності додаткового часу запропонуйте студентам 

обмінятись ролями і повторити активність. 

• Mind Map / Chain / Diagram / etc. Цей елемент містить завдання на візуальне 

відображення запропонованих студентам елементів. Розділіть студентів на групи і 

роздайте їм по картці. Поясніть, що саме вони повинні зобразити на картці, і встановіть 

чіткий часовий ліміт (наприклад, 7-8 хвилин). Після цього студенти у групах по черзі 

представляють свої візуалізації та коментують їх відповідно до інструкцій на картці. 

Автори сподіваються, що посібник сприятиме вдосконаленню навичок усного 

мовлення англійською мовою серед студентів-правників. 
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UNIT I. THE DEFINITION OF 

INTERNATIONAL LAW 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

International 

law 

/ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl lɔː/ A decentralised body of rules 

and principles governing 

relations between sovereign 

states and certain international 

actors, covering areas such as 

conflict, trade, environment and 

human rights. 

International law 

regulates the conduct of 

states during armed 

conflict and sets 

standards for the 

protection of civilians. 

Sovereignty /ˈsɒvrənti/ The supreme authority of a state 

to govern its territory and 

population independently, free 

from external control or 

interference. 

States often invoke 

sovereignty to justify 

non-intervention in 

their domestic affairs. 

Jurisdiction /ˌdʒʊərɪsˈdɪkʃən/ The legal authority of a court or 

tribunal to hear a case and render 

a binding decision, which may 

be territorial, personal, or 

subject-matter based. 

The International Court 

of Justice can only 

exercise jurisdiction 

where states have 

consented. 

Treaty /ˈtriːti/ A formally concluded and 

legally binding agreement 

between states, governed by 

international law and typically 

requiring ratification. 

The treaty established 

obligations concerning 

climate change 

mitigation. 

Customary 

international 

law 

/ˈkʌstəməri 

ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl lɔː/ 

Rules derived from a general 

and consistent practice of states 

followed out of a sense of legal 

obligation (opinio juris). 

Diplomatic immunity is 

widely recognised 

under customary 

international law. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

State practice /steɪt ˈpræktɪs/ The consistent and general 

behaviour of states, including 

official acts and statements, 

which contributes to the 

formation of customary law. 

Repeated diplomatic 

protests can constitute 

evidence of state 

practice. 

Opinio juris /əˈpɪnjəʊ 

ˈdʒʊərɪs/ 

The belief by states that a certain 

practice is carried out of a legal 

duty, not merely habit or 

convenience. 

Without opinio juris, 

consistent behaviour 

does not become law. 

Legal 

obligation 

/ˈliːɡl 

ˌɒblɪˈɡeɪʃən/ 

A duty imposed by law that 

requires a state or subject to act 

or refrain from acting in a 

certain way. 

States must fulfil their 

legal obligations under 

ratified treaties. 

Enforcement /ɪnˈfɔːsmənt/ Mechanisms or processes used 

to ensure compliance with legal 

rules, often limited in 

international law due to lack of 

central authority. 

Enforcement of 

international law often 

relies on sanctions or 

collective action. 

Recognition /ˌrekəɡˈnɪʃən/ The formal acknowledgment by 

one state of the existence of 

another state or government and 

its capacity to engage in 

international relations. 

Recognition enables a 

state to participate in 

diplomatic and legal 

processes. 

Territorial 

integrity 

/ˌterəˈtɔːriəl 

ɪnˈteɡrəti/ 

The principle that a state’s 

borders and territory must not be 

violated by other states. 

Territorial integrity is 

protected under the UN 

Charter. 

Use of force /juːs əv fɔːs/ The application of military 

power by one state against 

another, generally prohibited 

except in self-defence or with 

UN authorisation. 

The use of force is 

restricted under 

international law. 

Peaceful 

settlement 

/ˈpiːsfəl 

ˈsetlmənt/ 

Resolution of disputes through 

non-violent means such as 

negotiation, mediation, 

arbitration or adjudication. 

States are required to 

pursue peaceful 

settlement of disputes. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Legal 

personality 

/ˈliːɡl 

ˌpɜːsəˈnæləti/ 

The capacity of an entity to 

possess rights and obligations 

and to bring claims under 

international law. 

International 

organisations have 

limited legal 

personality. 

Compliance /kəmˈplaɪəns/ The act of conforming to legal 

rules or obligations, often 

influenced by political, 

economic, and reputational 

factors. 

Compliance is often 

achieved through 

diplomatic pressure. 

State 

responsibility 

/steɪt 

rɪˌspɒnsəˈbɪləti/ 

The principle that a state is 

accountable for internationally 

wrongful acts and must make 

reparation. 

A breach may trigger 

state responsibility. 

Breach /briːtʃ/ A violation of a legal obligation 

imposed by international law. 

The breach resulted in 

sanctions against the 

state. 

Sanctions /ˈsæŋkʃənz/ Measures such as economic or 

political restrictions imposed to 

enforce compliance with 

international law. 

Sanctions were imposed 

to pressure the 

government. 

Diplomatic 

immunity 

/ˌdɪpləˈmætɪk 

ɪˈmjuːnəti/ 

The exemption of diplomats 

from the jurisdiction of host 

state courts, ensuring 

independence of diplomatic 

functions. 

Diplomatic immunity 

prevents prosecution 

abroad. 

Charter /ˈtʃɑːtə/ A foundational legal document 

establishing the structure, 

powers, and principles of an 

international organisation. 

The UN Charter 

outlines the prohibition 

on the use of force. 
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Alias 

SOVEREIGNTY JURISDICTION 

TREATY 
CUSTOMARY 

INTERNATIONAL LAW 

RECOGNITION SANCTIONS 

DIPLOMATIC 

IMMUNITY 
COMPLIANCE 

BREACH CHARTER 
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Alias 

OPINIO JURIS USE OF FORCE 

STATE PRACTICE 
PEACEFUL 

SETTLEMENT 

LEGAL OBLIGATION LEGAL PERSONALITY 

ENFORCEMENT 
STATE 

RESPONSIBILITY 

TERRITORIAL 

INTEGRITY 
INTERNATIONAL LAW 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

What is international law and why is it 

necessary today? 

How does international law differ from 

domestic law? 

Card 3 Card 4 

Why is international law often called a system 

based on consent? 

Can international law exist without a global 

government? 

Card 5 Card 6 

Why do states agree to legal limitations? Is international law always respected? 

Card 7 Card 8 

What makes international law universal? 
Can political interests weaken international 

law? 

Card 9 Card 10 

Should international law be redefined because 

of modern conflicts? 

What role does sovereignty play in defining 

international law? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A state refuses to follow a UN resolution, arguing that the resolution limits its sovereignty. 

Questions: 

• Is sovereignty absolute in international law? 

• Which legal obligations remain binding? 

• Can refusal be justified legally? 

Mini Case 2 

Two neighboring countries disagree whether international law applies to cyberattacks. 

Questions: 

• Can cyber operations fall under international law? 

• Which branch applies? 

• Should new legal definitions be introduced? 

Mini Case 3 

A government claims that international law is political rather than legal. 

Questions: 

• Is international law enforceable enough to be called law? 

• What distinguishes legal norms from political commitments? 

• How can the international community deal with such a government? 

 



 

15 

Role Play 

Roles • UN legal adviser 

• diplomat 

• minister of foreign affairs 

• human rights expert 

Situation A state refuses to follow an international obligation, arguing that national 

sovereignty must prevail. 

Task Discuss whether international law can limit sovereignty. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should international law respond when states deny the legal authority of 

international institutions? 

You should: • identify legal risks 

• propose legal responses 

• negotiate possible compromise 

 



 

16 

 Critical Thinking 

Question Should international law develop stronger enforcement mechanisms despite 

concerns about state sovereignty? 

For Improves compliance and predictability in global relations 

Strengthens protection of human rights and humanitarian law 

Reduces risk of conflict escalation 

Enhances credibility of international institutions 

Against Undermines the principle of state sovereignty 

Difficult to implement uniformly across all states 

Risk of political misuse by powerful states 

May lead to unequal enforcement and bias 
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 Mind Map 

Task Complete a mind map showing the main characteristics of international law. 

Central 

concept 

International Law 

Branches • legal nature 

• subjects 

• functions 

• enforcement 

• limitations 

You should • add examples 

• explain connections 

• compare with domestic law 
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UNIT II. 

SOURCES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 

 

I. Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Sources of law /ˈsɔːsɪz əv lɔː/ The recognised origins from 

which rules of international law 

are derived, traditionally listed 

in Article 38 of the Statute of 

the International Court of 

Justice, including treaties, 

custom, and general principles. 

The court relied on 

multiple sources of 

law, including treaty 

provisions and 

customary practice, to 

resolve the dispute. 

Treaty law /ˈtriːti lɔː/ A body of international law 

created through formally 

negotiated and ratified 

agreements between states, 

which are legally binding upon 

the parties. 

Treaty law governs 

obligations such as 

environmental 

protection, trade 

commitments, and 

arms control. 

Customary law /ˈkʌstəməri lɔː/ Unwritten legal rules that arise 

from consistent and general 

state practice accompanied by 

opinio juris, binding even in the 

absence of formal agreement. 

The prohibition of 

torture is recognised 

as customary 

international law and 

applies universally. 

General 

principles of law 

/ˈdʒenərəl 

ˈprɪnsəplz əv lɔː/ 

Fundamental legal concepts 

common to major domestic 

legal systems, used by 

international courts to fill gaps 

where no treaty or custom 

exists. 

Principles such as 

good faith and equity 

are often applied 

where treaty law is 

silent. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Judicial decisions /dʒuːˈdɪʃəl 

dɪˈsɪʒənz/ 

Decisions of international and 

national courts used as 

subsidiary means for 

determining and interpreting 

rules of international law. 

Judicial decisions of 

the ICJ provide 

persuasive authority in 

similar disputes. 

Scholarly writings /ˈskɒləli ˈraɪtɪŋz/ Academic analyses and 

opinions by leading legal 

scholars, used as persuasive 

authority in interpreting and 

developing international law. 

Scholarly writings 

often clarify complex 

legal doctrines and 

influence judicial 

reasoning. 

Codification /ˌkəʊdɪfɪˈkeɪʃən/ The systematic process of 

collecting, organising, and 

formalising legal rules into 

written form, often through 

international conventions. 

The codification of 

treaty law increased 

clarity and 

predictability in 

international relations. 

Ratification /ˌrætɪfɪˈkeɪʃən/ The formal act by which a state 

confirms its consent to be 

legally bound by a treaty, 

typically following signature 

and domestic approval 

procedures. 

The treaty entered into 

force only after 

ratification by a 

sufficient number of 

states. 

Reservation /ˌrezəˈveɪʃən/ A unilateral statement made by 

a state when signing or 

ratifying a treaty, whereby it 

seeks to exclude or modify the 

legal effect of certain 

provisions. 

The state entered a 

reservation limiting its 

obligations under the 

human rights 

convention. 

Interpretation /ɪnˌtɜːprɪˈteɪʃən/ The process of determining the 

meaning and scope of legal 

texts, guided by principles such 

as good faith, ordinary 

meaning, and context. 

Courts apply rules of 

interpretation to 

resolve ambiguity in 

treaty provisions. 

Vienna 

Convention 

/viˈenə 

kənˈvenʃən/ 

A key international treaty 

(1969) that sets out rules 

governing the creation, 

interpretation, and termination 

of treaties. 

The Vienna 

Convention provides 

authoritative guidance 

on treaty 

interpretation. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Binding source /ˈbaɪndɪŋ sɔːs/ A source of law that creates 

legally enforceable obligations 

for states or other subjects of 

international law. 

Treaties and 

customary law are 

considered binding 

sources. 

Soft law /sɒft lɔː/ Non-binding instruments such 

as declarations, guidelines, or 

resolutions that influence 

behaviour and may contribute 

to the development of binding 

law. 

Soft law often shapes 

state practice before 

becoming legally 

binding. 

Evidence of 

custom 

/ˈevɪdəns əv 

ˈkʌstəm/ 

Material demonstrating the 

existence of a customary rule, 

including state conduct, official 

statements, and diplomatic 

correspondence. 

Repeated state 

practice serves as 

evidence of custom. 

Persistent 

objector 

/pəˈsɪstənt 

əbˈdʒektə/ 

A state that consistently and 

openly objects to a developing 

customary rule and is therefore 

not bound by it. 

The persistent objector 

doctrine allows states 

to avoid certain 

customary obligations. 

Doctrine /ˈdɒktrɪn/ A body of legal theory or 

principles developed by 

scholars that shapes 

interpretation and application 

of law. 

Legal doctrine plays a 

key role in clarifying 

uncertain areas of 

international law. 

Precedent /ˈpresɪdənt/ A previous judicial decision 

that may guide courts in 

deciding similar future cases, 

although not strictly binding in 

international law. 

Courts often rely on 

precedent to ensure 

consistency in legal 

reasoning. 

Hierarchy of 

norms 

/ˈhaɪərɑːki əv 

nɔːmz/ 

The relative ranking of legal 

rules according to their 

authority, with some norms 

having superior status over 

others. 

Peremptory norms 

occupy the highest 

position in the 

hierarchy of norms. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Jus cogens /juːs ˈkəʊdʒenz/ Peremptory norms of 

international law from which 

no derogation is permitted, 

such as the prohibition of 

genocide or slavery. 

Jus cogens norms 

override conflicting 

treaty provisions. 

Subsidiary means /səbˈsɪdiəri 

miːnz/ 

Supporting tools used to 

determine the existence and 

content of legal rules, including 

judicial decisions and scholarly 

writings. 

Subsidiary means 

assist courts in 

interpreting 

international law. 
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Alias 

TREATY LAW PRECEDENT 

RATIFICATION DOCTRINE 

RESERVATION INTERPRETATION 

SOFT LAW BINDING SOURCE 

CUSTOMARY LAW VIENNA CONVENTION 
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Alias 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

OF LAW 

PERSISTENT 

OBJECTOR 

JUDICIAL DECISIONS 
HIERARCHY OF 

NORMS 

SCHOLARLY 

WRITINGS 
JUS COGENS 

CODIFICATION SUBSIDIARY MEANS 

EVIDENCE OF 

CUSTOM 
SOURCES OF LAW 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Which source of international law is the most 

important? 

Why are treaties often more effective than 

customs? 

Card 3 Card 4 

Can customary law be stronger than written 

law? 

How do legal precedents influence 

international law? 

Card 5 Card 6 

Why do some treaties become universal 

norms? 

Should court decisions be considered a major 

source? 

Card 7 Card 8 

How are new customs formed? Can soft law influence state behavior? 

Card 9 Card 10 

What happens when sources conflict? Which source develops faster today? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A country has never signed a treaty but has followed a practice for decades. 

Questions: 

• Can this practice become customary law? 

• What evidence proves custom? 

• Does it require any other actions on the international plane? 

Mini Case 2 

A treaty provision conflicts with long-established customary law. 

Questions: 

• Which source prevails? 

• Can both coexist? 

• Does the situation change if the treaty is signed by two states? most of the states? 

Mini Case 3 

An international court cites academic writings in its decision. 

Questions: 

• Are scholarly writings legal sources? 

• How persuasive are they? 

• Can scholarly writings influence treaty-making? 
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Role Play 

Roles • treaty negotiator 

• judge of international court 

• academic lawyer 

• government representative 

Situation A state disputes whether a long-standing practice is legally binding. 

Task Decide whether customary law exists. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should new cyber practices become recognized sources of international 

law? 

You should • define criteria 

• compare treaty and custom 

• propose legal model 
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 Critical Thinking 

Question Should soft law instruments be considered as important as binding sources in 

international law? 

For Provides flexibility in rapidly changing areas 

Encourages wider participation by states 

Helps develop emerging legal norms 

Useful where binding agreement is politically difficult 

Against Lacks legal certainty and enforceability 

May be ignored without consequences 

Creates ambiguity in legal obligations 

Undermines authority of binding rules 
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 Treaty Chain 

Task Build a treaty chain showing how legal norms emerge from different sources. 

Start with Treaty → State practice → Custom → Judicial interpretation → New 

legal norm 

You should • explain each stage 

• give examples of treaties 

• identify where conflicts may arise 
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UNIT III. 

SYSTEM OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

International 

legal system 

/ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl 

ˈliːɡl ˈsɪstəm/ 

A decentralised framework of 

rules, institutions, and 

procedures governing 

relations between states and 

other international actors, 

without a central legislative or 

enforcement authority. 

The international legal 

system relies on 

cooperation and mutual 

consent rather than 

compulsory 

enforcement. 

Decentralised 

system 

/diːˈsentrəlaɪzd 

ˈsɪstəm/ 

A legal structure in which 

authority is distributed among 

independent actors, with no 

central body possessing 

absolute power to legislate or 

enforce rules globally. 

International law 

operates as a 

decentralised system 

where states retain 

sovereignty. 

International 

Court of Justice 

(ICJ) 

/ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl kɔːt 
əv ˈdʒʌstɪs/ 

The principal judicial organ of 

the United Nations, 

responsible for settling 

disputes between states and 

issuing advisory opinions on 

legal questions. 

The ICJ resolved the 

territorial dispute 

through a binding 

judgment based on 

international law. 

Tribunal /traɪˈbjuːnəl/ A specialised judicial body 

established to adjudicate 

specific categories of disputes, 

often with limited jurisdiction 

and subject-matter expertise. 

International tribunals 

handle cases relating to 

trade, human rights, and 

maritime law. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Jurisdictional 

limits 

/ˌdʒʊərɪsˈdɪkʃənl 

ˈlɪmɪts/ 

Legal restrictions on the 

authority of a court or tribunal 

to hear and decide cases, often 

dependent on the consent of 

the parties involved. 

The ICJ’s jurisdictional 

limits prevent it from 

hearing cases without 

state consent. 

State consent /steɪt kənˈsent/ The fundamental principle 

that states must agree to be 

bound by international legal 

obligations or to submit 

disputes to judicial settlement. 

International courts 

derive their authority 

from the consent of 

states. 

Advisory 

opinion 

/ədˈvaɪzəri 

əˈpɪnjən/ 

A non-binding legal opinion 

issued by an international 

court at the request of 

authorised bodies, providing 

clarification on legal issues. 

The ICJ issued an 

advisory opinion on the 

legality of certain state 

actions. 

Contentious 

case 

/kənˈtenʃəs keɪs/ A legal dispute between two 

or more states submitted to a 

court or tribunal for a binding 

decision. 

In a contentious case, 

both parties must accept 

the court’s jurisdiction. 

Compliance 

mechanism 

/kəmˈplaɪəns 

ˈmekənɪzəm/ 

Institutional or procedural 

tools designed to ensure that 

states adhere to their legal 

obligations under international 

law. 

Compliance 

mechanisms may 

include monitoring 

bodies or reporting 

procedures. 

Dispute 

resolution 

/dɪˈspjuːt 
ˌrezəˈluːʃən/ 

Processes used to settle 

disagreements between states, 

including negotiation, 

mediation, arbitration, and 

adjudication. 

Dispute resolution 

mechanisms aim to 

prevent escalation into 

conflict. 

Arbitration /ˌɑːbɪˈtreɪʃən/ A method of dispute 

resolution in which parties 

agree to submit their dispute 

to an independent arbitrator 

whose decision is binding. 

States often prefer 

arbitration for its 

flexibility and 

neutrality. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Adjudication /əˌdʒuːdɪˈkeɪʃən/ The formal legal process by 

which a court or tribunal 

resolves a dispute through a 

binding decision based on 

law. 

Adjudication ensures a 

legally reasoned 

outcome. 

Institutional 

framework 

/ˌɪnstɪˈtjuːʃənl 

ˈfreɪmwɜːk/ 

The network of international 

organisations, courts, and 

legal arrangements that 

support the functioning of 

international law. 

The UN forms the core 

of the institutional 

framework of 

international law. 

Legal order /ˈliːɡl ˈɔːdə/ A structured system of legal 

rules governing behaviour 

within a community, 

including the international 

community of states. 

International law 

constitutes a legal order 

despite lacking central 

authority. 

Accountability /əˌkaʊntəˈbɪləti/ The principle that states and 

other actors must be held 

responsible for their actions 

and legal obligations under 

international law. 

Accountability 

mechanisms are 

essential for 

maintaining trust in the 

system. 

Enforcement 

gap 

/ɪnˈfɔːsmənt ɡæp/ The lack of effective 

mechanisms to ensure 

compliance with international 

legal rules, often due to 

absence of central authority. 

The enforcement gap 

remains one of the main 

weaknesses of 

international law. 

Multilateral 

system 

/ˌmʌltiˈlætərəl 

ˈsɪstəm/ 

A framework involving 

multiple states cooperating 

through agreements and 

institutions to address global 

issues. 

Trade and 

environmental law 

operate within a 

multilateral system. 

International 

organisation 

/ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl 

ˌɔːɡənaɪˈzeɪʃən/ 

An entity created by states to 

achieve common objectives 

and governed by international 

law. 

International 

organisations facilitate 

cooperation and 

coordination among 

states. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Legal 

fragmentation 

/ˈliːɡl 

ˌfræɡmenˈteɪʃən/ 

The division of international 

law into specialised regimes 

that may develop 

independently and sometimes 

inconsistently. 

Legal fragmentation can 

lead to conflicting 

obligations across 

different areas of law. 

Global 

governance 

/ˈɡləʊbəl 

ˈɡʌvənəns/ 

The collective management of 

global affairs through 

international law, institutions, 

and cooperation among states 

and other actors. 

Global governance 

relies on coordination 

between international 

organisations and states. 
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Alias 

INTERNATIONAL 

COURT OF JUSTICE 
STATE CONSENT 

TRIBUNAL ADVISORY OPINION 

ARBITRATION CONTENTIOUS CASE 

ADJUDICATION 
COMPLIANCE 

MECHANISM 

JURISDICTIONAL 

LIMITS 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
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Alias 

INSTITUTIONAL 

FRAMEWORK 

LEGAL 

FRAGMENTATION 

LEGAL ORDER 
GLOBAL 

GOVERNANCE 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANISATION 

ENFORCEMENT GAP COMPLIANCE 

MULTILATERAL 

SYSTEM 

DECENTRALISED 

SYSTEM 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

How is international law structured? 
Why is international law divided into 

branches? 

Card 3 Card 4 

Which branch is most influential today? 
Can international humanitarian law function 

independently? 

Card 5 Card 6 

How do branches overlap? Why is systematization important? 

Card 7 Card 8 

Does globalization complicate the legal 

system? 
Should cyber law become a separate branch? 

Card 9 Card 10 

How does environmental law fit the system? 
Is the system flexible enough for modern 

crises? 



 

36 

 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

An armed conflict creates environmental damage across borders. 

Questions: 

• Which branches of international law apply? 

• How do they interact? 

• Can international law be suspended during conflict? 

Mini Case 2 

A cyberattack targets hospital systems during war. 

Questions: 

• Is this humanitarian law or cyber law? 

• Can several branches apply simultaneously? 

• How can the perpetrators be held accountable? 

Mini Case 3 

A refugee crisis emerges after economic collapse. 

Questions: 

• Which legal sub-systems become relevant? 

• Does international law provide for humanitarian support? 

• Who might bear responsibility for the crisis under international law? 
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Role Play 

Roles • environmental lawyer 

• military legal adviser 

• refugee protection officer 

• international judge 

Situation An armed conflict causes migration and ecological damage. 

Task Determine which branches of law apply. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should international law regulate hybrid conflicts involving cyberattacks 

and humanitarian crises? 

You should • combine legal branches 

• identify gaps 

• suggest legal reforms 
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 Critical Thinking 

Question Is decentralisation a strength of international law? 

For Flexible 

Respects sovereignty 

Adaptable 

Avoids central power 

Against Weak enforcement 

Fragmentation 

Inconsistency 

Lack of authority 
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 Legal Diagram 

Task Complete a legal diagram showing branches of international law. 

Main field International Law 

Subfields • humanitarian law 

• human rights law 

• environmental law 

• law of the sea 

• diplomatic law 

You should explain overlap between branches 
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UNIT IV. MAIN PRINCIPLES OF 

INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Sovereign 

equality of states 

/ˈsɒvrɪn ɪˈkwɒləti 

əv steɪts/ 

The principle that all states, 

regardless of size, power, or 

economic status, possess 

equal legal rights and 

obligations under 

international law. 

Under the principle of 

sovereign equality, both 

large and small states 

have equal standing 

before international 

courts. 

Non-

intervention 

/ˌnɒn ˌɪntəˈvenʃən/ The obligation of states to 

refrain from interfering in 

the internal or external 

affairs of other states, 

particularly in matters of 

political independence. 

Intervention in another 

state’s elections would 

violate the principle of 

non-intervention. 

Prohibition of 

the use of force 

/ˌprəʊhɪˈbɪʃən əv 

ðə juːs əv fɔːs/ 

A fundamental rule of 

international law, enshrined 

in the UN Charter, 

prohibiting states from using 

military force against others 

except in self-defence or 

with Security Council 

authorisation. 

The invasion was 

condemned as a breach 

of the prohibition of the 

use of force. 

Self-defence /ˌself dɪˈfens/ The inherent right of a state 

to use force to defend itself 

against an armed attack, as 

recognised in Article 51 of 

the UN Charter. 

The state justified its 

actions as an exercise of 

self-defence following 

an armed attack. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Peaceful 

settlement of 

disputes 

/ˈpiːsfəl ˈsetlmənt 

əv dɪˈspjuːts/ 

The obligation of states to 

resolve disputes through 

non-violent means such as 

negotiation, mediation, 

arbitration, or adjudication. 

States must pursue 

peaceful settlement 

rather than resorting to 

force. 

Good faith /ɡʊd feɪθ/ The principle that states 

must act honestly and fulfil 

their treaty obligations in a 

sincere and reliable manner. 

Under the principle of 

good faith, states must 

honour their treaty 

commitments. 

Pacta sunt 

servanda 

/ˈpæk.tə sʊnt 

sərˈvændə/ 

A fundamental principle 

meaning “agreements must 

be kept,” requiring states to 

perform treaties in good 

faith. 

Pacta sunt servanda 

ensures stability and 

predictability in 

international law. 

Territorial 

integrity 

/ˌterəˈtɔːriəl 

ɪnˈteɡrəti/ 

The principle that a state’s 

territory is inviolable and 

must not be altered by force 

or external interference. 

Territorial integrity is 

protected against 

unlawful annexation. 

Political 

independence 

/pəˈlɪtɪkl 

ˌɪndɪˈpendəns/ 

The right of a state to 

determine its own political 

system without external 

pressure or coercion. 

Respect for political 

independence is 

essential to international 

stability. 

Self-

determination of 

peoples 

/ˌself 

dɪˌtɜːmɪˈneɪʃən əv 

ˈpiːplz/ 

The right of peoples to 

freely determine their 

political status and pursue 

economic, social, and 

cultural development. 

Self-determination 

played a key role in the 

decolonisation process. 

International 

cooperation 

/ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl 

kəʊˌɒpəˈreɪʃən/ 

The obligation of states to 

work together to address 

global issues such as climate 

change, security, and human 

rights. 

International 

cooperation is essential 

for tackling global 

challenges. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Human rights 

protection 

/ˌhjuːmən raɪts 

prəˈtekʃən/ 

The principle that 

individuals possess 

fundamental rights that must 

be respected and protected 

by states. 

Human rights protection 

is central to modern 

international law. 

Responsibility to 

protect (R2P) 

/rɪˌspɒnsəˈbɪləti 

tuː prəˈtekt/ 

A doctrine stating that the 

international community has 

a responsibility to intervene 

when a state fails to protect 

its population from serious 

harm. 

R2P may justify 

international action in 

cases of mass atrocities. 

Non-use of 

coercion 

/ˌnɒn juːs əv 

kəʊˈɜːʃən/ 

The principle that states 

must not use economic, 

political, or military 

pressure to force another 

state to act against its will. 

Economic sanctions may 

raise questions about 

coercion under 

international law. 

Equality before 

the law 

/ɪˈkwɒləti bɪˈfɔː ðə 

lɔː/ 
The principle that all states 

are subject to the same legal 

rules and standards, 

regardless of power or 

influence. 

Equality before the law 

reinforces fairness in 

international relations. 

Non-recognition 

of illegal 

situations 

/ˌnɒn ˌrekəɡˈnɪʃən 

əv ɪˈliːɡl 

ˌsɪtʃuˈeɪʃənz/ 

The obligation not to 

recognise territorial 

acquisitions or situations 

created in violation of 

international law. 

States refused to 

recognise the unlawful 

annexation of territory. 

Erga omnes 

obligations 

/ˌɜːɡə ˈɒmniz/ Obligations owed to the 

international community as 

a whole, such as 

prohibitions on genocide or 

slavery. 

All states have a legal 

interest in enforcing 

erga omnes obligations. 

Proportionality /prəˌpɔːʃəˈnæləti/ The principle that actions 

taken by a state, particularly 

in self-defence, must be 

proportionate to the threat 

faced. 

The response to the 

attack must adhere to the 

principle of 

proportionality. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Necessity /nəˈsesəti/ The requirement that a 

state’s action, particularly 

use of force, must be 

necessary to achieve a 

legitimate objective and not 

excessive. 

Force may only be used 

in the case of necessity. 

Rule of law /ruːl əv lɔː/ The principle that 

international relations 

should be governed by law 

rather than arbitrary power, 

ensuring accountability and 

predictability. 

The rule of law 

strengthens trust 

between states. 
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Alias 

NON-INTERVENTION 
PROHIBITION OF 

FORCE 

GOOD FAITH COOPERATION 

EQUALITY OF STATES HUMAN RIGHTS 

PEACEFUL 

COEXISTENCE 

SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

SELF-DEFENCE RULE OF LAW 



 

45 

Alias 

NON-INTERVENTION 
PROHIBITION OF 

FORCE 

GOOD FAITH COOPERATION 

EQUALITY OF STATES HUMAN RIGHTS 

PEACEFUL 

COEXISTENCE 

SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

SELF-DEFENCE RULE OF LAW 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Why is sovereign equality fundamental? Should non-intervention always be respected? 

Card 3 Card 4 

Can peaceful settlement always work? Why is good faith essential? 

Card 5 Card 6 

Can territorial integrity conflict with self-

determination? 
Which principle is most often violated? 

Card 7 Card 8 

Should force ever be justified? How does cooperation strengthen law? 

Card 9 Card 10 

Can principles evolve? Which principle is hardest to enforce? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A state sends troops into another state claiming humanitarian necessity. 

Questions: 

• Does non-intervention still apply? 

• Can force be justified? 

• How can the invaded state respond? 

Mini Case 2 

A territory seeks independence through referendum. 

Questions: 

• Which principle prevails: self-determination or territorial integrity? 

• Have there been any precedents? 

• What factors affect the outcome of the referendum? 

Mini Case 3 

A country refuses negotiations after a border incident. 

Questions: 

• Is peaceful settlement obligatory? 

• How can the international community respond? 

• Which principles of international law apply? 
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Role Play 

Roles • ambassador 

• peace negotiator 

• military adviser 

• UN representative 

Situation A state crosses a border claiming urgent security concerns. 

Task Debate which principles are affected. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should law balance territorial integrity and self-determination? 

You should • examine legal conflict 

• suggest legal criteria 
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Critical Thinking 

Question Should states prioritise sovereignty over human rights? 

For Protects independence 

Prevents interference 

Respects diversity 

Avoids conflict 

Against Limits rights protection 

May justify abuse 

Weakens global norms 

Reduces accountability 
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 Principle Interaction Diagram 

Task Draw links between main legal principles. 

Principles • sovereign equality 

• non-intervention 

• peaceful settlement 

• territorial integrity 

• self-determination 

You should identify possible legal conflicts. 
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UNIT V. 

SUBJECTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Subject of 

international 

law 

/ˈsʌbdʒɪkt əv 

ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl lɔː/ 

An entity that possesses rights 

and obligations under 

international law and has the 

capacity to act on the 

international plane, including 

bringing claims or being held 

responsible for breaches. 

Traditionally, states 

were the only subjects of 

international law, but 

modern developments 

recognise individuals 

and organisations as 

limited subjects. 

State /steɪt/ A sovereign political entity 

defined by a permanent 

population, a defined territory, 

an effective government, and 

the capacity to enter into 

relations with other states, as 

reflected in the Montevideo 

Convention. 

A state must 

demonstrate effective 

control over its territory 

in order to exercise full 

legal rights under 

international law. 

International 

organisation 

/ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl 

ˌɔːɡənaɪˈzeɪʃən/ 

An entity established by states 

through a treaty, possessing its 

own legal personality and 

performing specific functions at 

the international level. 

The United Nations acts 

as an international 

organisation 

coordinating global 

peace and security 

efforts. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Legal 

personality 

/ˈliːɡl 

ˌpɜːsəˈnæləti/ 

The capacity of an entity to 

possess legal rights and 

obligations and to bring or 

defend claims in legal 

proceedings. 

International 

organisations enjoy 

limited legal personality 

compared to states. 

Recognition of 

states 

/ˌrekəɡˈnɪʃən əv 

steɪts/ 

The formal or informal 

acknowledgement by existing 

states that a new entity qualifies 

as a state and is capable of 

participating in international 

relations. 

Recognition may 

influence diplomatic 

relations, although 

statehood itself does not 

strictly depend on 

recognition. 

Individuals /ˌɪndɪˈvɪdʒuəlz/ Natural persons who, under 

modern international law, 

possess certain rights and, in 

some cases, responsibilities, 

particularly in the areas of 

human rights and international 

criminal law. 

Individuals can bring 

claims before 

international human 

rights courts and may be 

held criminally 

responsible for 

international crimes. 

Non-state 

actors 

/ˌnɒn steɪt 

ˈæktəz/ 

Entities that participate in 

international relations but are 

not states, including NGOs, 

multinational corporations, and 

armed groups. 

Non-state actors 

increasingly influence 

international law-

making and 

enforcement. 

Rights /raɪts/ Legal entitlements recognised 

under international law, 

allowing subjects to act, claim 

protection, or demand 

compliance from others. 

States have rights to 

territorial integrity and 

political independence. 

Duties /ˈdjuːtiz/ Legal obligations imposed on 

subjects of international law, 

requiring them to act or refrain 

from certain conduct. 

States have duties to 

respect human rights 

and refrain from 

unlawful use of force. 

Capacity /kəˈpæsəti/ The ability of an entity to act 

within the international legal 

system, including entering 

treaties, bringing claims, or 

being held responsible. 

Legal capacity 

determines whether an 

entity can participate 

fully in international 

relations. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Statehood /ˈsteɪthʊd/ The legal status of being 

recognised as a state under 

international law, based on 

objective criteria such as 

territory, population, and 

government. 

Disputes over statehood 

often arise in cases of 

secession or territorial 

conflict. 

Government /ˈɡʌvənmənt/ The authority that exercises 

effective control over a state’s 

territory and population and 

represents the state in 

international relations. 

A functioning 

government is essential 

for maintaining order 

and fulfilling 

international obligations. 

Territory /ˈterətri/ A defined geographical area 

over which a state exercises 

sovereignty and jurisdiction. 

Territorial disputes may 

lead to international 

litigation or arbitration. 

Population /ˌpɒpjʊˈleɪʃən/ A stable community of people 

residing within a state, forming 

one of the essential elements of 

statehood. 

A permanent population 

is required for 

recognition as a state. 

Self-

determination 

/ˌself 

dɪˌtɜːmɪˈneɪʃən/ 

The right of peoples to freely 

determine their political status 

and pursue economic, social, 

and cultural development 

without external interference. 

Self-determination has 

played a crucial role in 

the decolonisation of 

former colonies. 

Belligerent 

group 

/bəˈlɪdʒərənt 

ɡruːp/ 

An organised armed group 

engaged in conflict that may be 

granted limited recognition 

under international law if it 

meets certain criteria. 

Belligerent groups may 

be subject to the laws of 

armed conflict. 

Insurgents /ɪnˈsɜːdʒənts/ Groups or individuals rebelling 

against an established 

government, sometimes gaining 

limited legal recognition 

depending on the 

circumstances. 

Insurgents may be 

recognised as parties to 

a conflict under 

international 

humanitarian law. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

NGO (Non-

governmental 

organisation) 

/ˌen dʒiː ˈəʊ/ An independent organisation 

not established by a 

government, often involved in 

advocacy, humanitarian work, 

or monitoring compliance with 

international law. 

NGOs play a key role in 

promoting human rights 

and environmental 

protection. 

Corporation /ˌkɔːpəˈreɪʃən/ A legal entity created under 

national law that operates 

internationally and may be 

subject to certain international 

obligations and standards. 

Multinational 

corporations can 

influence international 

economic relations. 

Legal capacity /ˈliːɡl kəˈpæsəti/ The ability of an entity to 

perform legal acts, such as 

entering agreements or bringing 

claims, within the framework of 

international law. 

Legal capacity 

determines whether an 

organisation can 

conclude treaties. 
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Alias 

SUBJECT OF 

INTERNATIONAL LAW 
INDIVIDUALS 

STATE NON-STATE ACTORS 

INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANISATION 
RIGHTS 

LEGAL PERSONALITY DUTIES 

RECOGNITION OF 

STATES 
CAPACITY 
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Alias 

STATEHOOD BELLIGERENT GROUP 

GOVERNMENT INSURGENTS 

TERRITORY NGO 

POPULATION CORPORATION 

SELF-

DETERMINATION 
LEGAL CAPACITY 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Why are states primary subjects? 
Can individuals be subjects of international 

law? 

Card 3 Card 4 

What legal role do international organizations 

play? 

Should multinational corporations have more 

obligations? 

Card 5 Card 6 

Can liberation movements become subjects? How do subjects differ in legal capacity? 

Card 7 Card 8 

Why are NGOs influential? Can courts create legal personality? 

Card 9 Card 10 

How do new subjects emerge? 
Should AI systems ever become legal 

subjects? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A multinational corporation causes environmental harm in several countries. 

Questions: 

• Is the company a subject of international law? 

• Who bears legal responsibility? 

• Does domestic law also apply? 

Mini Case 2 

An NGO files evidence before an international tribunal. 

Questions: 

• Does the NGO have legal standing? 

• Can a state be represented by an NGO? represent an NGO? 

• Are there any alternative dispute resolution mechanisms for NGOs? 

Mini Case 3 

An individual applies directly to an international human rights court. 

Questions: 

• Can individuals act as subjects? 

• Can a state be held accountable on such grounds? 

• How relevant is domestic law here? 
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Role Play 

Roles • NGO representative 

• state official 

• corporate lawyer 

• international prosecutor 

Situation A multinational company causes cross-border environmental damage. 

Task Determine legal responsibility. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question Should multinational corporations receive broader obligations under 

international law? 

You should • propose legal duties 

• define liability mechanisms 
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Critical Thinking 

Question Should corporations be considered full subjects of international law? 

For Reflects global economy 

Increases accountability 

Modern reality 

Cross-border impact 

Against Weakens state authority 

Complex regulation 

Jurisdiction issues 

Enforcement difficulty 
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 Mind Map 

Task Create a mind map of international legal subjects. 

Central 

concept 

Subjects of International Law 

Branches • states 

• international organizations 

• individuals 

• NGOs 

• Corporations 

Explain legal capacity of each subject 
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UNIT VI. INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 

NATIONAL LAW(S) 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Domestic law /dəˈmestɪk lɔː/ The body of law that 

operates within a particular 

state, governing individuals, 

institutions, and internal 

affairs through legislation, 

judicial decisions, and 

administrative rules. 

Domestic law 

determines how 

international 

obligations are 

applied within a 

state’s legal system. 

International 

law 

/ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl lɔː/ A system of legal rules and 

principles governing 

relations between states and 

other international actors, 

derived from treaties, 

custom, and general 

principles. 

International law 

regulates issues such 

as diplomacy, trade, 

and human rights 

across borders. 

Monism /ˈmɒnɪzəm/ A legal theory asserting that 

international and domestic 

law form a single unified 

legal system, allowing 

international law to be 

directly applicable within 

national courts without 

further transformation. 

In monist systems, 

treaties may 

automatically become 

part of domestic law 

upon ratification. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Dualism /ˈdjuːəlɪzəm/ A legal theory maintaining 

that international and 

domestic law are separate 

systems, requiring 

international rules to be 

formally incorporated into 

domestic law before they can 

have legal effect. 

Dualist states require 

legislation to 

implement treaty 

obligations internally. 

Incorporation /ɪnˌkɔːpəˈreɪʃən/ The process by which 

international law is accepted 

into domestic law without 

substantial modification, 

allowing it to be directly 

applied by national courts. 

Customary 

international law is 

often incorporated 

automatically in many 

legal systems. 

Transformation /ˌtrænsfəˈmeɪʃən/ The process by which 

international legal rules are 

converted into domestic 

legislation, adapting them to 

the national legal framework. 

Treaties may require 

transformation 

through parliamentary 

acts before they are 

enforceable. 

Conflict of laws /ˈkɒnflɪkt əv lɔːz/ A situation where different 

legal systems or rules apply 

to the same issue, requiring 

courts to determine which 

law should prevail. 

Courts must resolve 

conflicts of laws 

when domestic and 

international 

obligations clash. 

Supremacy /suːˈpreməsi/ The principle that one legal 

system or norm has higher 

authority than another within 

a hierarchy of laws. 

In many states, the 

constitution has 

supremacy over both 

domestic and 

international law. 

Constitution /ˌkɒnstɪˈtjuːʃən/ The fundamental legal 

document of a state, 

establishing its structure, 

powers, and the rights of 

individuals, often 

determining the status of 

international law within the 

legal system. 

The constitution may 

define whether 

treaties have direct 

effect. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Statute /ˈstætʃuːt/ A written law enacted by a 

legislative body, often used 

to implement international 

obligations within domestic 

law. 

Parliament passed a 

statute to implement 

the treaty provisions. 

Direct effect /dɪˈrekt ɪˈfekt/ The principle that certain 

international or supranational 

legal rules can be invoked 

directly by individuals before 

national courts without 

further legislation. 

EU law is known for 

granting direct effect 

to certain provisions. 

Indirect effect /ˌɪndɪˈrekt ɪˈfekt/ The principle that domestic 

law should be interpreted, as 

far as possible, in a manner 

consistent with international 

obligations, even if those 

obligations are not directly 

applicable. 

Courts may apply 

indirect effect when 

interpreting national 

legislation in light of 

international treaties. 

Judicial review /dʒuːˈdɪʃəl rɪˈvjuː/ The process by which courts 

examine the legality of 

legislative or executive 

actions, including their 

compatibility with 

constitutional or international 

obligations. 

Judicial review 

ensures that 

government actions 

comply with both 

domestic and 

international law. 

Harmonisation /ˌhɑːmənaɪˈzeɪʃən/ The process of aligning legal 

systems or rules across 

different jurisdictions to 

reduce inconsistencies and 

facilitate cooperation. 

Harmonisation of 

laws promotes 

smoother 

international trade 

and legal certainty. 

Implementation /ˌɪmplɪmenˈteɪʃən/ The process of putting 

international legal 

obligations into effect within 

a state’s domestic legal 

system through legislation, 

policy, or administrative 

action. 

Effective 

implementation is 

essential for ensuring 

compliance with 

treaty obligations. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Treaty 

obligation 

/ˈtriːti 

ˌɒblɪˈɡeɪʃən/ 

A legal duty arising from a 

treaty, requiring states to 

perform specific actions or 

refrain from certain conduct. 

States must fulfil 

treaty obligations in 

good faith under 

international law. 

Legal hierarchy /ˈliːɡl ˈhaɪərɑːki/ The structured ranking of 

legal norms within a legal 

system, determining which 

rules prevail in case of 

conflict. 

The legal hierarchy 

often places 

constitutional 

provisions above 

statutory law. 

National courts /ˈnæʃənl kɔːts/ Courts operating within a 

state’s legal system, 

responsible for applying 

domestic law and, in some 

cases, international law. 

National courts play a 

key role in enforcing 

international legal 

obligations. 

International 

obligation 

/ˌɪntəˈnæʃənl 

ˌɒblɪˈɡeɪʃən/ 

A duty imposed on a state 

under international law, 

arising from treaties, 

customary law, or general 

principles. 

Failure to fulfil an 

international 

obligation may result 

in state responsibility. 

Compliance /kəmˈplaɪəns/ The act of adhering to legal 

obligations, whether 

domestic or international, 

ensuring that rules are 

followed and enforced. 

Compliance 

mechanisms are 

essential for 

maintaining the 

effectiveness of 

international law. 
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Alias 

DOMESTIC LAW TRANSFORMATION 

INTERNATIONAL LAW CONFLICT OF LAWS 

MONISM SUPREMACY 

DUALISM CONSTITUTION 

INCORPORATION STATUTE 
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Alias 

DIRECT EFFECT TREATY OBLIGATION 

INDIRECT EFFECT LEGAL HIERARCHY 

JUDICIAL REVIEW NATIONAL COURTS 

HARMONISATION 
INTERNATIONAL 

OBLIGATION 

IMPLEMENTATION COMPLIANCE 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Which law should prevail in conflict? Can domestic law justify treaty violation? 

Card 3 Card 4 

How do states incorporate treaties? Why do legal systems differ? 

Card 5 Card 6 

Should constitutions adapt faster? Can courts directly apply treaties? 

Card 7 Card 8 

Why do some states resist legal 

incorporation? 
How does monism differ from dualism? 

Card 9 Card 10 

Can international courts influence domestic 

judges? 
What causes legal tension? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A domestic court refuses to apply a ratified treaty. 

Questions: 

• Which law prevails? 

• Is monism or dualism relevant? 

• What about other signatories to the treaty? 

Mini Case 2 

Parliament adopts a law conflicting with human rights obligations. 

Questions: 

• Can domestic law override treaty obligations? 

• Can the law be invalidated later? 

• Can individuals affected seek redress? 

Mini Case 3 

A constitution limits implementation of international judgments. 

Questions: 

• How should conflict be resolved? 

• Can the international tribunal intervene? 

• Does the constitution have to be changed? 
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Role Play 

Roles • constitutional judge 

• minister 

• international legal adviser 

• parliament member 

Situation Domestic law conflicts with treaty obligations. 

Task Decide which law should prevail. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should states solve conflict between constitutional norms and 

international judgments? 

You should • compare legal models 

• negotiate institutional solution 
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Critical Thinking 

Questiom Should international law take priority over domestic law in all cases? 

For Ensures uniform standards 

Protects rights 

Global consistency 

Legal certainty 

Against Limits sovereignty 

Ignores local context 

Political resistance 

Implementation issues 
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 Legal Diagram 

Task Compare monism and dualism visually. 

Two 

columns 

Monism | Dualism 

Fill in • treaty effect 

• court application 

• legal hierarchy 
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UNIT VII. 

COMPANY LAW 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Company /ˈkʌmpəni/ A legal entity incorporated 

under the law, separate from its 

shareholders and directors, 

capable of owning property, 

entering contracts, and being 

liable for its obligations. 

A company can sue and be 

sued in its own name 

without involving its 

shareholders directly. 

Shareholder /ˈʃeəhəʊldə/ A person or entity that owns 

shares in a company and holds 

rights such as voting, receiving 

dividends, and participating in 

major corporate decisions. 

Shareholders may vote on 

key issues such as mergers 

or changes to company 

structure. 

Director /dəˈrektə/ An individual appointed to 

manage and direct the affairs 

of a company, subject to 

statutory duties and fiduciary 

obligations. 

Directors must act in the 

best interests of the 

company and avoid 

conflicts of interest. 

Limited 

liability 

/ˌlɪmɪtɪd 

ˌlaɪəˈbɪləti/ 

A principle whereby 

shareholders are only liable for 

the company’s debts up to the 

amount of their investment, 

protecting personal assets. 

Limited liability 

encourages investment by 

reducing financial risk for 

shareholders. 

Incorporation /ɪnˌkɔːpəˈreɪʃən/ The legal process of forming a 

company and registering it as a 

separate legal entity under 

national law. 

Incorporation gives the 

company legal personality 

distinct from its founders. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Corporate 

governance 

/ˈkɔːpərət 

ˈɡʌvənəns/ 

The system of rules, practices, 

and processes by which a 

company is directed and 

controlled, ensuring 

accountability, transparency, 

and ethical conduct. 

Effective corporate 

governance helps prevent 

fraud and mismanagement. 

Fiduciary duty /fɪˈdjuːʃəri 

ˈdjuːti/ 

A legal obligation requiring 

directors to act in good faith, 

with loyalty and care, in the 

best interests of the company. 

Directors breach fiduciary 

duty if they use company 

information for personal 

gain. 

Dividend /ˈdɪvɪdend/ A distribution of a company’s 

profits to its shareholders, 

usually declared by the board 

of directors. 

The company declared a 

dividend after reporting 

strong annual profits. 

Capital /ˈkæpɪtl/ The financial resources of a 

company, including equity and 

debt, used to fund its 

operations and growth. 

The company raised 

capital through issuing 

new shares to investors. 

Merger /ˈmɜːdʒə/ The combination of two 

companies into a single entity, 

often to increase market share 

or efficiency. 

The merger created one of 

the largest firms in the 

industry. 

Acquisition /ˌækwɪˈzɪʃən/ The process by which one 

company purchases and takes 

control of another company. 

The acquisition allowed 

the company to expand 

into new markets. 

Corporate veil /ˈkɔːpərət veɪl/ The legal separation between a 

company and its shareholders, 

protecting individuals from 

personal liability for company 

obligations. 

Courts may lift the 

corporate veil in cases of 

fraud or abuse of the 

corporate structure. 

Insolvency /ɪnˈsɒlvənsi/ A financial state in which a 

company is unable to pay its 

debts as they become due or its 

liabilities exceed its assets. 

Insolvency proceedings 

may be initiated when a 

company cannot meet its 

obligations. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Liquidation /ˌlɪkwɪˈdeɪʃən/ The process of winding up a 

company’s affairs, selling its 

assets, and distributing the 

proceeds to creditors and 

shareholders. 

The company entered 

liquidation after failing to 

recover from financial 

losses. 

Compliance /kəmˈplaɪəns/ The act of adhering to legal, 

regulatory, and internal rules 

governing corporate conduct. 

Companies must maintain 

compliance with financial 

reporting and regulatory 

requirements. 

Regulation /ˌreɡjʊˈleɪʃən/ The system of rules and 

oversight imposed by 

governmental or regulatory 

bodies to control corporate 

activities and protect 

stakeholders. 

Financial regulation 

ensures transparency and 

stability in the market. 

Stakeholder /ˈsteɪkˌhəʊldə/ Any individual or group with 

an interest in or affected by a 

company’s activities, including 

employees, customers, 

investors, and the community. 

Modern corporate 

governance recognises the 

importance of stakeholder 

interests. 

Board of 

directors 

/bɔːd əv 

dəˈrektəz/ 

The governing body of a 

company responsible for 

strategic decisions, oversight, 

and ensuring compliance with 

legal duties. 

The board of directors 

approved the company’s 

long-term strategy. 

Share capital /ʃeə ˈkæpɪtl/ The total amount of money 

invested in a company by 

shareholders through the 

purchase of shares. 

The company increased its 

share capital to finance 

expansion. 

Corporate 

liability 

/ˈkɔːpərət 

ˌlaɪəˈbɪləti/ 

The legal responsibility of a 

company for its actions, 

including contractual breaches, 

torts, and regulatory violations. 

The company faced 

corporate liability for 

environmental damage 

caused by its operations. 
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Alias 

COMPANY 
CORPORATE 

GOVERNANCE 

SHAREHOLDER FIDUCIARY DUTY 

DIRECTOR DIVIDEND 

LIMITED LIABILITY CAPITAL 

INCORPORATION MERGER 
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Alias 

ACQUISITION REGULATION 

CORPORATE VEIL STAKEHOLDER 

INSOLVENCY 
BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 

LIQUIDATION SHARE CAPITAL 

COMPLIANCE 
CORPORATE 

LIABILITY 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Why is company law essential? Which company form is safest? 

Card 3 Card 4 

How do shareholders influence governance? Should directors bear wider responsibility? 

Card 5 Card 6 

What creates legal liability? Can company law prevent fraud? 

Card 7 Card 8 

How important is transparency? Should international standards dominate? 

Card 9 Card 10 

What weakens corporate regulation? Can digital companies require new regulation? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A company director hides financial losses from shareholders. 

Questions: 

• Which duties were violated? 

• Will the company or the director be sued? 

• How can the shareholders receive compensation? 

Mini Case 2 

Two shareholders dispute control over company strategy. 

Questions: 

• Which legal mechanisms exist? 

• Do all shareholders have the same voting power? 

• Does the director have a say? 

Mini Case 3 

A company operates without full registration. 

Questions: 

• What risks arise? 

• Does it still have all the features of a company as a legal person? 

• How should the government react? 
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Role Play 

Roles • company director 

• shareholder 

• regulator 

• external auditor 

Situation Financial losses were hidden before annual reporting. 

Task Decide legal consequences. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How can company law better prevent corporate fraud? 

You should • propose controls 

• define sanctions 
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Critical Thinking 

Question Should companies prioritise profit over social responsibility? 

For Economic growth 

Shareholder returns 

Clear objectives 

Market efficiency 

Innovation 

Against Environmental harm 

Worker exploitation 

Ethical concerns 

Long-term risks 

Social inequality 
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 Company Structure Chart 

Task Build a company governance chart. 

Include • shareholders 

• board of directors 

• executive management 

• auditors 

Explain who controls whom 
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UNIT VIII. 

CONTRACT LAW 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Contract /ˈkɒntrækt/ A legally binding 

agreement between two or 

more parties that creates 

enforceable rights and 

obligations, provided that 

essential elements such as 

offer, acceptance, 

consideration, and 

intention to create legal 

relations are present. 

The contract was 

enforceable in court 

because all essential 

elements were satisfied 

and both parties 

intended to be legally 

bound. 

Offer /ˈɒfə/ A clear and definite 

expression of willingness 

to enter into a contract on 

specific terms, made with 

the intention that it will 

become binding upon 

acceptance. 

The seller’s written 

proposal constituted a 

valid offer capable of 

acceptance by the 

buyer. 

Acceptance /əkˈseptəns/ An unconditional 

agreement to all the terms 

of an offer, resulting in the 

formation of a binding 

contract when 

communicated effectively. 

Acceptance must 

mirror the terms of the 

offer; any variation 

may be treated as a 

counter-offer. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Consideration /kənˌsɪdəˈreɪʃən/ Something of value 

exchanged between the 

parties, which constitutes 

the price for which the 

promise is bought and is 

essential for a valid 

contract under common 

law. 

Payment of money or 

provision of services 

can serve as valid 

consideration in a 

contractual agreement. 

Breach /briːtʃ/ The failure of a party to 

perform its contractual 

obligations, either by non-

performance, defective 

performance, or late 

performance. 

A breach of contract 

occurs when one party 

fails to deliver goods 

as agreed. 

Damages /ˈdæmɪdʒɪz/ A monetary remedy 

awarded by a court to 

compensate a party for 

loss suffered as a result of 

a breach of contract. 

The court awarded 

damages to place the 

claimant in the position 

they would have been 

in had the contract 

been properly 

performed. 

Clause /klɔːz/ A specific provision or 

section within a contract 

that defines rights, 

obligations, or procedures 

between the parties. 

The termination clause 

outlined the conditions 

under which the 

contract could be 

ended. 

Condition /kənˈdɪʃən/ A fundamental term of a 

contract, the breach of 

which entitles the 

innocent party to 

terminate the contract and 

claim damages. 

Failure to meet a key 

delivery obligation 

may amount to a 

breach of condition. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Warranty /ˈwɒrənti/ A secondary or minor 

term of a contract, the 

breach of which entitles 

the innocent party to claim 

damages but not to 

terminate the contract. 

Breach of warranty 

allows compensation 

but does not discharge 

the contract. 

Void contract /vɔɪd ˈkɒntrækt/ An agreement that has no 

legal effect from the 

outset, meaning it is 

unenforceable by law. 

A contract for an 

illegal purpose is 

considered void and 

cannot be enforced. 

Voidable contract /ˈvɔɪdəbl ˈkɒntrækt/ A valid contract that may 

be set aside by one party 

due to factors such as 

misrepresentation, duress, 

or undue influence. 

The contract was 

voidable at the option 

of the injured party due 

to misrepresentation. 

Misrepresentation /ˌmɪsreprɪzenˈteɪʃən/ A false statement of fact 

made by one party that 

induces the other party to 

enter into a contract. 

The buyer relied on a 

misrepresentation 

when agreeing to the 

contract. 

Duress /djʊˈres/ Illegitimate pressure or 

threats exerted on a party 

to force them into entering 

a contract, rendering the 

agreement voidable. 

The contract was set 

aside because it had 

been signed under 

duress. 

Undue influence /ʌnˈdjuː ˈɪnfluəns/ Improper use of power or 

trust by one party over 

another, resulting in an 

unfair agreement. 

The court found undue 

influence where one 

party exploited a 

position of trust. 

Remedy /ˈremədi/ A legal solution provided 

by the court to enforce 

rights or compensate for a 

breach, including 

damages, specific 

performance, or 

rescission. 

The claimant sought a 

remedy in the form of 

damages for breach of 

contract. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Specific 

performance 

/spəˌsɪfɪk 

pəˈfɔːməns/ 

An equitable remedy 

requiring a party to fulfil 

their contractual 

obligations rather than 

simply paying damages. 

Specific performance 

may be granted where 

damages are 

insufficient, such as in 

contracts involving 

unique goods. 

Termination /ˌtɜːmɪˈneɪʃən/ The lawful ending of a 

contract, either by 

agreement, performance, 

breach, or operation of 

law. 

The contract was 

terminated following a 

fundamental breach. 

Agreement /əˈɡriːmənt/ A mutual understanding 

between parties on the 

terms of a contract, 

forming the basis of 

legally binding 

obligations. 

An agreement becomes 

legally binding when 

all contractual 

elements are satisfied. 

Liability /ˌlaɪəˈbɪləti/ The legal responsibility 

for one’s actions or 

omissions, including the 

obligation to compensate 

for loss or damage. 

Liability arises when a 

party fails to fulfil its 

contractual duties. 

Intention to create 

legal relations 

/ɪnˈtenʃən tuː kriˈeɪt 

ˈliːɡl rɪˈleɪʃənz/ 

A requirement that parties 

must intend their 

agreement to have legal 

consequences, 

distinguishing binding 

contracts from social or 

domestic arrangements. 

Commercial 

agreements are 

generally presumed to 

involve an intention to 

create legal relations. 

  



 

87 

Alias 

CONTRACT DAMAGES 

OFFER CLAUSE 

ACCEPTANCE CONDITION 

CONSIDERATION WARRANTY 

BREACH VOID CONTRACT 
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Alias 

VOIDABLE CONTRACT 
SPECIFIC 

PERFORMANCE 

MISREPRESENTATION TERMINATION 

DURESS AGREEMENT 

UNDUE INFLUENCE LIABILITY 

REMEDY 

INTENTION TO 

CREATE LEGAL 

RELATIONS 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Why is offer and acceptance fundamental? What invalidates a contract? 

Card 3 Card 4 

Can verbal contracts be reliable? How important is consideration? 

Card 5 Card 6 

Should hardship clauses be broader? What happens after breach? 

Card 7 Card 8 

Can contracts fully prevent disputes? 
Why do international contracts need 

precision? 

Card 9 Card 10 

Should force majeure always excuse 

performance? 
What makes a clause unfair? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A supplier refuses delivery because prices doubled unexpectedly. 

Questions: 

• Is force majeure possible? 

• Is breach justified? 

• Can the client receive damages? 

Mini Case 2 

A contract was signed under pressure. 

Questions: 

• Can consent be challenged? 

• How can pressure be proven in court? 

• Can the contract still be fulfiled? 

Mini Case 3 

A verbal agreement leads to dispute. 

Questions: 

• Is it enforceable? 

• What mechanisms do the parties have to enforce the agreement? 

• Can a verbal agreement be supplemented by a written one? 
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Role Play 

Roles • buyer 

• seller 

• legal adviser 

• mediator 

Situation A supplier refuses delivery after market prices rise. 

Task Negotiate legal solution. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should law protect parties when economic conditions change 

dramatically? 

You should • define hardship 

• propose fair clauses 
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Critical Thinking 

Question Should the law strictly enforce all contractual obligations regardless of 

fairness? 

For Legal certainty 

Predictability 

Accountability 

Efficiency 

Trust in commerce 

Against Unfair outcomes 

Power imbalance 

Context ignored 

Rigidity 

Social injustice 
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 Contract Chain 

Task Arrange stages of contract formation. 

Chain Offer → Negotiation → Acceptance → Performance → Breach → 

Remedy 

Discuss where disputes usually begin 
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UNIT IX. 

COMMERCIAL LAW 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Commercial 

law 

/kəˈmɜːʃl lɔː/ The branch of law governing 

business transactions, trade, 

sales, and commercial 

relationships, including 

contracts, agency, and the sale 

of goods. 

Commercial law regulates 

the legal framework within 

which businesses operate 

and conduct transactions 

domestically and 

internationally. 

Sale of goods /seɪl əv ɡʊdz/ A contract in which ownership 

(title) in tangible movable 

goods is transferred from the 

seller to the buyer for a price, 

governed in many jurisdictions 

by specific legislation. 

A sale of goods contract 

imposes obligations on the 

seller to deliver conforming 

goods and on the buyer to 

pay the agreed price. 

Goods /ɡʊdz/ Tangible, movable property that 

can be bought and sold, 

excluding land and certain 

intangible rights. 

Goods supplied under a 

contract must correspond 

with their description and be 

of satisfactory quality. 

Merchant /ˈmɜːtʃənt/ A person or business entity 

engaged in commercial trading 

activities, particularly in the 

buying and selling of goods. 

Merchants are often subject 

to higher standards of 

conduct in commercial 

transactions. 

Buyer /ˈbaɪə/ A party who agrees to purchase 

goods under a contract of sale 

and is obliged to accept 

delivery and pay the agreed 

price. 

The buyer may reject goods 

that do not conform to the 

contract. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Seller /ˈselə/ A party who transfers or agrees 

to transfer ownership of goods 

to the buyer in exchange for 

payment. 

The seller must ensure that 

the goods delivered meet 

contractual standards. 

Title /ˈtaɪtl/ The legal ownership of goods, 

which determines who has the 

right to possess, use, and 

dispose of them. 

Title usually passes from 

seller to buyer at the time 

agreed in the contract. 

Risk /rɪsk/ The responsibility for loss or 

damage to goods, which may 

pass from the seller to the buyer 

independently of ownership. 

Risk may pass to the buyer 

upon delivery even if 

ownership has not yet 

transferred. 

Warranty of 

quality 

/ˈwɒrənti əv 

ˈkwɒləti/ 

An implied contractual term 

that goods must meet certain 

standards, such as being of 

satisfactory quality and fit for 

purpose. 

If goods are defective, the 

buyer may rely on the 

warranty of quality to claim 

damages. 

Delivery /dɪˈlɪvəri/ The voluntary transfer of 

possession of goods from the 

seller to the buyer in 

accordance with the contract. 

Delivery must take place at 

the agreed time and location. 

Payment /ˈpeɪmənt/ The transfer of money from the 

buyer to the seller as 

consideration for the goods 

supplied. 

Payment terms may specify 

whether payment is due in 

advance or upon delivery. 

Invoice /ˈɪnvɔɪs/ A commercial document issued 

by the seller to the buyer 

detailing the goods supplied, 

price, and payment terms. 

The invoice serves as 

evidence of the transaction 

and a request for payment. 

Credit /ˈkredɪt/ An arrangement allowing the 

buyer to receive goods or 

services immediately and pay 

for them at a later date. 

Businesses often extend 

credit to trusted customers to 

facilitate trade. 
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Debt /det/ A sum of money owed by one 

party to another, arising from 

contractual or other legal 

obligations. 

Failure to pay a debt may 

result in legal action or 

insolvency proceedings. 

Breach of 

contract 

/briːtʃ əv 

ˈkɒntrækt/ 

The failure to perform 

contractual obligations, 

entitling the innocent party to 

remedies such as damages or 

termination. 

A breach of contract occurs 

if the seller delivers non-

conforming goods. 

Remedy /ˈremədi/ A legal solution available to an 

aggrieved party, including 

damages, specific performance, 

or termination of the contract. 

The buyer may seek a 

remedy if the seller fails to 

deliver goods as agreed. 

Specific 

performance 

/spəˌsɪfɪk 

pəˈfɔːməns/ 

An equitable remedy requiring 

a party to perform its 

contractual obligations rather 

than paying compensation. 

Specific performance may be 

ordered where the goods are 

unique or irreplaceable. 

Termination /ˌtɜːmɪˈneɪʃən/ The lawful ending of a contract 

due to breach, agreement, or 

other legal grounds, releasing 

parties from future obligations. 

The buyer may terminate the 

contract if the breach is 

fundamental. 

Agency /ˈeɪdʒənsi/ A legal relationship in which 

one party (the agent) acts on 

behalf of another (the principal) 

and can create binding 

obligations. 

An agent may enter into 

contracts on behalf of the 

principal. 

Principal /ˈprɪnsəpl/ The person or entity who 

authorises an agent to act on 

their behalf and is bound by the 

agent’s actions within that 

authority. 

The principal is liable for 

contracts entered into by the 

agent within their authority. 
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Alias 

COMMERCIAL LAW SELLER 

SALE OF GOODS TITLE 

GOODS RISK 

MERCHANT 
WARRANTY OF 

QUALITY 

BUYER DELIVERY 
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Alias 

PAYMENT REMEDY 

INVOICE 
SPECIFIC 

PERFORMANCE 

CREDIT TERMINATION 

DEBT AGENCY 

BREACH OF 

CONTRACT 
PRINCIPAL 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Why does trade require regulation? 
How does commercial law differ from 

contract law? 

Card 3 Card 4 

Can international trade survive without legal 

certainty? 
Why are payment guarantees crucial? 

Card 5 Card 6 

How do sanctions affect commerce? Should digital trade rules expand? 

Card 7 Card 8 

What role do banks play? Can customs barriers distort trade? 

Card 9 Card 10 

How important is legal predictability? Should global standards dominate? 



 

100 

 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A bank freezes international payments during sanctions. 

Questions: 

• Are contractual obligations suspended? 

• Can the situation be disputed in domestic courts? an international tribunal? 

• Can exceptions be made on humanitarian grounds? 

Mini Case 2 

Imported goods fail customs inspection. 

Questions: 

• Which legal consequences follow? 

• Which party will be entitled to damages: the supplier, the recipient, or both? 

• Can the customs' decision be disputed on spot? 

Mini Case 3 

A foreign buyer refuses payment after delivery. 

Questions: 

• Which remedies apply? 

• Can the buyer's reason be justified? 

• Is it a ground for terminating the contract? 
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Role Pla 

Roles • exporter 

• customs officer 

• bank representative 

• importer 

Situation International payment is frozen during sanctions. 

Task Find lawful solution. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should commercial law adapt to sanctions and disrupted trade routes? 

You should • identify legal obstacles 

• negotiate alternatives 
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Critical Thinking 

Question Should commercial law prioritise efficiency over fairness in business 

transactions? 

For Economic growth 

Faster transactions 

Predictability 

Lower costs 

Market efficiency 

Against Unfair outcomes 

Consumer harm 

Power imbalance 

Ethical issues 

Reduced protection 
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 Trade Flow 

Task Complete a diagram of international trade transaction. 

Include • exporter 

• importer 

• carrier 

• customs 

• bank 

Students 

explain 

legal risks at each stage 
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UNIT X. 

CIVIL LITIGATION 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Civil 

litigation 

/ˈsɪvl 

ˌlɪtɪˈɡeɪʃən/ 

The formal legal process 

through which disputes between 

private parties (individuals or 

organisations) are resolved by 

courts, typically involving 

claims for damages, injunctions, 

or other remedies. 

Civil litigation is used to 

resolve disputes such as 

breach of contract, 

negligence, or property 

claims through structured 

court procedures. 

Claimant /ˈkleɪmənt/ The party who initiates legal 

proceedings by bringing a claim 

before a court, seeking a remedy 

such as damages or specific 

relief. 

The claimant must clearly 

set out the facts and legal 

basis of the claim in the 

pleadings. 

Defendant /dɪˈfendənt/ The party against whom a civil 

claim is brought and who must 

respond to the allegations, either 

by admitting or denying 

liability. 

The defendant may file a 

defence challenging both 

the facts and the legal 

arguments presented. 

Pleadings /ˈpliːdɪŋz/ Formal written statements 

submitted by the parties 

outlining their respective claims 

and defences, which define the 

issues to be decided by the 

court. 

Pleadings establish the 

framework of the dispute 

and limit the matters that 

can be argued at trial. 

Evidence /ˈevɪdəns/ Information presented to the 

court to establish facts, 

The strength of a case often 

depends on the quality and 
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including documents, witness 

testimony, and expert reports. 

credibility of the evidence 

presented. 

Burden of 

proof 

/ˈbɜːdən əv 

pruːf/ 

The obligation on a party, 

usually the claimant, to prove 

the facts necessary to establish 

their case. 

If the claimant fails to 

discharge the burden of 

proof, the claim will be 

dismissed. 

Standard of 

proof 

/ˈstændəd əv 

pruːf/ 

The level of certainty required 

to establish a fact in court, 

typically “on the balance of 

probabilities” in civil cases. 

The court must be satisfied 

that it is more likely than 

not that the claimant’s 

version of events is correct. 

Judgment /ˈdʒʌdʒmənt/ The final decision of a court 

resolving the dispute, 

determining liability and, where 

appropriate, awarding remedies. 

The judgment set out the 

court’s reasoning and the 

legal basis for its decision. 

Damages /ˈdæmɪdʒɪz/ A monetary award intended to 

compensate a party for loss or 

harm suffered as a result of 

another party’s wrongful 

conduct. 

Damages aim to restore the 

claimant to the position 

they would have been in 

had the breach not 

occurred. 

Injunction /ɪnˈdʒʌŋkʃən/ A court order requiring a party 

to do a specific act or to refrain 

from certain conduct, often used 

to prevent ongoing harm. 

The court granted an 

injunction to stop the 

defendant from continuing 

the unlawful activity. 

Appeal /əˈpiːl/ A legal process by which a party 

seeks review of a lower court’s 

decision by a higher court, 

usually on points of law or 

procedure. 

The defendant filed an 

appeal arguing that the trial 

judge had misapplied the 

law. 

Settlement /ˈsetlmənt/ An agreement reached between 

parties to resolve a dispute 

without proceeding to a full 

trial, often involving 

compromise. 

Most civil cases are 

resolved through settlement 

before reaching trial. 

Costs /kɒsts/ The expenses associated with 

legal proceedings, including 

legal fees and court charges, 

The losing party is often 

ordered to pay the legal 
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which may be awarded by the 

court. 

costs of the successful 

party. 

Procedure /prəˈsiːdʒə/ The set of rules governing how 

civil cases are conducted, 

including filing, disclosure, 

hearings, and trial processes. 

Strict procedural rules 

ensure fairness and 

efficiency in litigation. 

Disclosure /dɪsˈkləʊʒə/ The process by which parties are 

required to exchange relevant 

documents and information 

before trial to ensure 

transparency. 

Disclosure prevents parties 

from withholding important 

evidence. 

Witness /ˈwɪtnəs/ A person who provides evidence 

to the court, either through 

written statements or oral 

testimony under oath. 

Witness credibility is often 

crucial in determining the 

outcome of a case. 

Cross-

examination 

/krɒs 

ɪɡˌzæmɪˈneɪʃən/ 

The questioning of a witness by 

the opposing party to challenge 

their evidence and test its 

reliability. 

Effective cross-

examination can expose 

inconsistencies in a 

witness’s testimony. 

Trial /ˈtraɪəl/ The formal court hearing in 

which evidence is presented, 

witnesses are examined, and 

legal arguments are made before 

a judge (and sometimes a jury). 

The trial is the central stage 

of civil litigation where the 

dispute is adjudicated. 

Judge /dʒʌdʒ/ A legally qualified official who 

presides over court proceedings, 

interprets the law, and delivers 

decisions. 

The judge ensures that the 

trial is conducted fairly and 

in accordance with the law. 

Court /kɔːt/ The legal institution where 

disputes are heard and resolved, 

applying procedural and 

substantive law to reach binding 

decisions. 

The court has the authority 

to enforce its judgments 

through legal mechanisms. 
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Alias 

CIVIL LITIGATION BURDEN OF PROOF 

CLAIMANT STANDARD OF PROOF 

DEFENDANT JUDGMENT 

PLEADINGS DAMAGES 

EVIDENCE INJUNCTION 



 

108 

Alias 

APPEAL WITNESS 

SETTLEMENT CROSS-EXAMINATION 

COSTS TRIAL 

PROCEDURE JUDGE 

DISCLOSURE COURT 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Why is evidence crucial? Can litigation be avoided? 

Card 3 Card 4 

How does burden of proof work? Should mediation come first? 

Card 5 Card 6 

What delays proceedings? Why do parties settle? 

Card 7 Card 8 

Can judges influence fairness? Should procedure be simplified? 

Card 9 Card 10 

How important is precedent? Can digital courts improve justice? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A claimant files evidence too late. 

Questions: 

• Should the court accept it? 

• Does the claimant have any other options? 

• What can the defendant do? 

Mini Case 2 

A witness changes testimony. 

Questions: 

• How does this affect burden of proof? 

• Does the situation depend on the side on which the witness is testifying? 

• Can the witness' testimony be corroborated by extrinsic evidence? 

Mini Case 3 

The parties seek settlement before judgment. 

Questions: 

• What procedural options exist? 

• Are they more or less effective? time-consuming? 

• Are they used more or less often than judgments? 
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Role Play 

Roles • claimant 

• defendant 

• Judge 

• lawyer 

Situation Important evidence appears late. 

Task Decide procedural consequences. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How can civil procedure become faster without losing fairness? 

You should • suggest reforms 

• balance efficiency and rights 
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Critical Thinking 

Question Should civil litigation be replaced by alternative dispute resolution methods? 

For Faster resolution 

Lower cost 

Less formal 

Flexibility 

Reduced court burden 

Against Lack of transparency 

Limited appeal 

Unequal bargaining 

Less precedent 

Enforcement issues 
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 Court Procedure Chart 

Task Build a civil litigation chart. 

Stages Claim → Filing → Hearing → Evidence → Judgment → Appeal 

Students 

explain 

where delays occur 
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UNIT XI. 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Criminal 

procedure 

/ˈkrɪmɪnl 

prəˈsiːdʒə/ 

The body of law governing the 

investigation, prosecution, and 

adjudication of criminal 

offences, including the rights of 

suspects and the powers of law 

enforcement authorities. 

Criminal procedure 

ensures that prosecutions 

are conducted fairly 

while protecting the 

rights of the accused. 

Arrest /əˈrest/ The act of lawfully detaining a 

person by authorities on 

suspicion of involvement in a 

criminal offence, typically 

requiring reasonable grounds or 

a warrant. 

A suspect may be 

arrested if there is 

sufficient evidence to 

justify suspicion of a 

crime. 

Charge /tʃɑːdʒ/ A formal accusation made by the 

prosecution that a person has 

committed a specific criminal 

offence. 

The defendant was 

charged with fraud 

following a police 

investigation. 

Prosecution /ˌprɒsɪˈkjuːʃən/ The legal party responsible for 

bringing criminal proceedings 

against an accused person, 

representing the interests of the 

state. 

The prosecution must 

prove the defendant’s 

guilt beyond reasonable 

doubt. 

Defence /dɪˈfens/ The legal representation and 

arguments presented on behalf of 

the accused, aiming to challenge 

the prosecution’s case. 

The defence argued that 

the evidence was 

insufficient to establish 

guilt. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Evidence /ˈevɪdəns/ Material presented in court to 

establish facts, including witness 

testimony, documents, and 

forensic analysis. 

Reliable evidence is 

essential to securing a 

conviction. 

Beyond 

reasonable 

doubt 

/bɪˈjɒnd 

ˈriːznəbl daʊt/ 

The highest standard of proof in 

criminal law, requiring the jury 

or judge to be firmly convinced 

of the defendant’s guilt. 

If there is any reasonable 

doubt, the defendant 

must be acquitted. 

Presumption 

of innocence 

/prɪˈzʌmpʃən əv 

ˈɪnəsəns/ 

A fundamental principle that a 

person is considered innocent 

until proven guilty in a court of 

law. 

The burden of proof lies 

with the prosecution due 

to the presumption of 

innocence. 

Trial /ˈtraɪəl/ The formal court process in 

which evidence is presented, 

witnesses are examined, and the 

guilt or innocence of the accused 

is determined. 

The trial allows both 

parties to present their 

cases before a judge or 

jury. 

Jury /ˈdʒʊəri/ A group of citizens selected to 

hear evidence and determine the 

facts of a case, ultimately 

delivering a verdict. 

The jury must consider 

the evidence impartially 

before reaching a 

decision. 

Verdict /ˈvɜːdɪkt/ The formal decision of a jury or 

judge on whether the defendant 

is guilty or not guilty. 

The jury returned a 

unanimous verdict of not 

guilty. 

Sentence /ˈsentəns/ The punishment imposed by the 

court upon a defendant following 

a conviction. 

The judge imposed a 

custodial sentence due to 

the seriousness of the 

offence. 

Custody /ˈkʌstədi/ The state of being detained by 

law enforcement authorities, 

either before trial or after 

conviction. 

The suspect was held in 

custody pending further 

investigation. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Bail /beɪl/ The temporary release of a 

suspect or defendant pending 

trial, often subject to conditions 

to ensure their appearance in 

court. 

The defendant was 

granted bail on the 

condition that they 

surrender their passport. 

Warrant /ˈwɒrənt/ A legal document issued by a 

court authorising law 

enforcement to carry out specific 

actions, such as arrest or search. 

Police obtained a 

warrant before searching 

the premises. 

Search and 

seizure 

/sɜːtʃ ənd ˈsiːʒə/ The legal process by which 

authorities search property and 

confiscate evidence relevant to a 

criminal investigation. 

Search and seizure must 

be conducted in 

accordance with legal 

safeguards. 

Interrogation /ɪnˌterəˈɡeɪʃən/ The questioning of a suspect by 

law enforcement authorities, 

subject to legal protections such 

as the right to silence. 

Statements obtained 

during interrogation 

must comply with 

procedural safeguards. 

Confession /kənˈfeʃən/ A statement by a suspect 

admitting involvement in a 

criminal offence, which may be 

used as evidence if obtained 

lawfully. 

A confession obtained 

under duress may be 

excluded from evidence. 

Appeal /əˈpiːl/ A process by which a convicted 

person challenges the decision of 

a lower court in a higher court, 

usually on legal grounds. 

The defendant appealed 

against both conviction 

and sentence. 

Due process /djuː ˈprəʊses/ The legal requirement that all 

procedures and safeguards must 

be followed to ensure fairness 

and justice in the criminal 

process. 

Due process protects 

individuals from 

arbitrary or unlawful 

actions by the state. 
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Alias 

CRIMINAL 

PROCEDURE 
EVIDENCE 

ARREST 
BEYOND 

REASONABLE DOUBT 

CHARGE 
PRESUMPTION OF 

INNOCENCE 

PROSECUTION TRIAL 

DEFENCE JURY 
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Alias 

VERDICT SEARCH AND SEIZURE 

SENTENCE INTERROGATION 

CUSTODY CONFESSION 

BAIL APPEAL 

WARRANT DUE PROCESS 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Why is presumption of innocence essential? Should detention be limited? 

Card 3 Card 4 

How are rights protected during investigation? Can evidence be excluded? 

Card 5 Card 6 

Why is legal counsel vital? Should plea bargaining expand? 

Card 7 Card 8 

What makes trial fair? Can procedure prevent abuse? 

Card 9 Card 10 

Why do appeals matter? Should international standards dominate? 



 

120 

 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A suspect was questioned without legal counsel. 

Questions: 

• Is evidence admissible? 

• Can the charges be dismissed? 

• What redress can the suspect seek? 

Mini Case 2 

Police obtained evidence illegally. 

Questions: 

• Should it be excluded? 

• What might have been the reasoning behind the police's actions? 

• Does it matter if the defendant pleads guilty? 

Mini Case 3 

A defendant refuses to testify. 

Questions: 

• What reasons might be invoked? 

• Can silence affect judgment? 

• What can the prosecution do? 
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Role Play 

Roles • prosecutor 

• defense lawyer 

• judge 

• police investigator 

Situation Evidence was obtained without legal counsel. 

Task Debate admissibility. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should criminal procedure protect rights during emergencies? 

You should • define minimum guarantees 

• propose safeguards 
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Critical Thinking 

Question Should criminal justice systems prioritise punishment or rehabilitation of 

offenders? 

For Deters future crime 

Ensures justice for victims 

Maintains public order 

Provides clear consequences 

Reinforces legal authority 

Against Rehabilitation reduces reoffending 

Addresses root causes of crime 

More humane approach 

Cost-effective long term 

Supports reintegration into society 
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 Court Structure Chart 

Task Create a criminal court structure. 

Include • investigation 

• prosecution 

• trial court 

• appeal court 

Students 

explain 

functions of each level 

 



 

124 

UNIT XII. 

ARBITRATION 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Term IPA Definition Example 

Arbitration /ˌɑːbɪˈtreɪʃən/ A private method of dispute 

resolution in which parties 

agree to submit their dispute to 

one or more arbitrators instead 

of litigating before national 

courts, resulting in a binding 

decision. 

Arbitration is widely 

used in international 

commercial disputes 

due to its flexibility and 

enforceability. 

Arbitrator /ˈɑːbɪtreɪtə/ An independent and impartial 

individual appointed by the 

parties or an institution to hear 

and decide a dispute in 

arbitration proceedings. 

The arbitrator must 

remain neutral and base 

the decision solely on 

the evidence and 

applicable law. 

Arbitral award /ˈɑːbɪtrəl əˈwɔːd/ The final and binding decision 

issued by an arbitrator or 

tribunal resolving the dispute 

between the parties. 

The arbitral award 

determined the parties’ 

rights and obligations 

under the contract. 

Arbitration 

clause 

/ˌɑːbɪˈtreɪʃən 

klɔːz/ 

A contractual provision 

requiring that any disputes 

arising from the agreement be 

resolved through arbitration 

rather than litigation. 

The arbitration clause 

specified the seat and 

rules governing the 

proceedings. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Seat of 

arbitration 

/siːt əv 

ˌɑːbɪˈtreɪʃən/ 

The legal jurisdiction chosen 

by the parties where the 

arbitration is deemed to take 

place, determining the 

applicable procedural law and 

court supervision. 

The choice of seat 

affects issues such as 

enforcement and 

judicial intervention. 

Institutional 

arbitration 

/ˌɪnstɪˈtjuːʃənl 

ˌɑːbɪˈtreɪʃən/ 

Arbitration administered by a 

recognised organisation that 

provides procedural rules and 

administrative support. 

Institutional arbitration 

offers structured 

procedures and 

established rules. 

Ad hoc 

arbitration 

/æd hɒk 

ˌɑːbɪˈtreɪʃən/ 

Arbitration conducted without 

institutional involvement, 

where parties agree on 

procedures themselves or 

follow established rules such 

as UNCITRAL rules. 

Ad hoc arbitration 

provides flexibility but 

requires careful 

procedural planning. 

Confidentiality /ˌkɒnfɪdenʃiˈælɪti/ The principle that arbitration 

proceedings, evidence, and 

awards are generally kept 

private and not disclosed to 

the public. 

Confidentiality is a key 

advantage of arbitration 

over court litigation. 

Enforcement /ɪnˈfɔːsmənt/ The process of recognising 

and giving legal effect to an 

arbitral award, often through 

national courts. 

Enforcement ensures 

that the successful party 

can obtain the benefit of 

the arbitral award. 

New York 

Convention 

/njuː jɔːk 

kənˈvenʃən/ 

An international treaty (1958) 

that facilitates the recognition 

and enforcement of foreign 

arbitral awards across 

jurisdictions. 

The New York 

Convention allows 

arbitral awards to be 

enforced in over 160 

countries. 

Neutrality /njuːˈtræləti/ The principle that arbitration 

should be conducted in a 

neutral forum, with impartial 

arbitrators and without bias 

towards either party. 

Neutrality is 

particularly important 

in cross-border disputes 

involving parties from 

different jurisdictions. 
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Jurisdiction /ˌdʒʊərɪsˈdɪkʃən/ The authority of an arbitral 

tribunal to hear and decide a 

dispute, typically derived from 

the parties’ agreement. 

The tribunal must 

establish jurisdiction 

before proceeding with 

the case. 

Procedural 

rules 

/prəˈsiːdʒərəl 

ruːlz/ 

The set of rules governing 

how arbitration proceedings 

are conducted, including 

submission of evidence, 

hearings, and timelines. 

Procedural rules ensure 

fairness and efficiency 

in arbitration. 

Evidence /ˈevɪdəns/ Information presented by the 

parties to support their claims 

or defences, including 

documents, witness testimony, 

and expert reports. 

Evidence in arbitration 

may be handled more 

flexibly than in court 

proceedings. 

Hearing /ˈhɪərɪŋ/ A formal session in which 

parties present arguments, 

examine witnesses, and submit 

evidence before the arbitral 

tribunal. 

The hearing allows both 

sides to present their 

case in detail. 

Award 

enforcement 

/əˈwɔːd 

ɪnˈfɔːsmənt/ 

The legal process by which an 

arbitral award is recognised 

and executed by national 

courts. 

Award enforcement is 

essential to ensure 

compliance with the 

tribunal’s decision. 

Costs /kɒsts/ The expenses associated with 

arbitration, including 

arbitrators’ fees, 

administrative costs, and legal 

representation. 

The tribunal may 

allocate costs between 

the parties in its award. 

Settlement /ˈsetlmənt/ An agreement between the 

parties to resolve the dispute 

without a final arbitral award, 

often reached during 

proceedings. 

Parties may reach a 

settlement to avoid 

further costs and 

uncertainty. 
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Term IPA Definition Example 

Party 

autonomy 

/ˈpɑːti ɔːˈtɒnəmi/ The principle that parties are 

free to determine key aspects 

of the arbitration process, 

including rules, seat, and 

arbitrators. 

Party autonomy is a 

defining feature of 

arbitration compared to 

litigation. 

Finality /faɪˈnæləti/ The principle that arbitral 

awards are final and binding, 

with very limited grounds for 

appeal or review. 

Finality provides 

certainty and efficiency 

in dispute resolution. 
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Alias 

ARBITRATION ARBITRATOR 

ARBITRAL AWARD 
ARBITRATION 

CLAUSE 

SEAT OF 

ARBITRATION 

INSTITUTIONAL 

ARBITRATION 

AD HOC 

ARBITRATION 
CONFIDENTIALITY 

ENFORCEMENT 
NEW YORK 

CONVENTION 
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Alias 

NEUTRALITY 
AWARD 

ENFORCEMENT 

JURISDICTION COSTS 

PROCEDURAL RULES SETTLEMENT 

EVIDENCE PARTY AUTONOMY 

HEARING FINALITY 
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Discussion Cards 

Card 1 Card 2 

Why is arbitration preferred in business? How does arbitration differ from litigation? 

Card 3 Card 4 

Can arbitration always remain neutral? Why is confidentiality attractive? 

Card 5 Card 6 

Should arbitral awards be easier to enforce? What weakens arbitration? 

Card 7 Card 8 

Can states use arbitration effectively? Why do parties choose arbitrators carefully? 

Card 9 Card 10 

Should arbitration clauses be mandatory? Can arbitration replace courts? 
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 Legal Situations 

Mini Case 1 

A company refuses to comply with arbitral award. 

Questions: 

• How can enforcement occur? 

• Should the injured party resort to another tribunal? 

• Can the company have valid reasons for not complying? 

Mini Case 2 

A contract contains unclear arbitration clause. 

Questions: 

• Is arbitration still valid? 

• Can the situation be rectified unilaterally? 

• What happens when the need for an arbitration arises? 

Mini Case 3 

One party challenges arbitrator neutrality. 

Questions: 

• What proof can be submitted to support this claim? 

• How does this affect the arbitration procedure? 

• Can arbitrator be replaced? 
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Role Play 

Roles • arbitrator 

• claimant company 

• respondent company 

• enforcement lawyer 

Situation One party refuses to recognize arbitral award. 

Task Negotiate enforcement strategy. 

 

Problem-Solving 

Question How should arbitration remain effective in politically sensitive disputes? 

You should • identify risks 

• propose neutral safeguards 
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Critical Thinking 

Question Is arbitration a better method of dispute resolution than litigation? 

For Faster resolution 

Confidential proceedings 

Expert decision-makers 

Flexible procedure 

International enforceability 

Against Limited appeal rights 

High costs in complex cases 

Less transparency 

Potential bias concerns 

Inconsistent outcomes 
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 Arbitration Procedure Diagram 

Task Arrange arbitration stages. 

Chain Clause → Claim → Arbitrator Appointment → Hearing → Award → 

Enforcement 

Students 

discuss 

which stage causes most disputes 

 

 


