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Tpusanuii wac nousmms cymnigy y @inocoii pozensdanocs i sk decmabinizyioua
cuna, i AK cmumyn Ona IHMENeKMYanibHO20 3POCMAHHA Ma OOCASHEHHA icmuHu. Y
KOHMEKCMI  Cy4acHOCmi CYMHI6 € HeGIO'€EMHOI0 YACMUHOIO HAYKOBUX MIDKY6aHb,
NONIMUYHO20 OUCKYPCY MA NOBCAKOEHHO20 NPUUHAMMA pilieHb, 0e 8iH 8UCYNAE HOCIEM
CeHCI6 6a2amHs, HeOoB8IpU abo KpUMUYHO20 OCMUCIEHHA. Y pamKkax O0amoi cmammi ye
bacamocpanne  asuwge  OOCHIONCYEMbCS  KPi3b  NpUsMy  petimMogoi  cemMaHmuxu.
Emnipuunuii mamepian ckradaemvcsi 3 pociiicbKOMOSHUX JEKCUYHUX, hpA3eonoiuHux ma
CUHMAKCUYHUX 6epbanizayiti CymHigy, 8i0iOpanux wnsaxom cyyitouoi eubipku 3 38
penopmaoicie, onybnikoganux 6 ykpaincekux ounaun-3MI («lazema.ua», «Ce2o0usy,
«Cmenay) y nepioo 3 2000 no 2025 pp.. Incmpymenmu Oocniodcennss npeocmagnemi
KOMNOHEHMHUM, KOHMEKCMYAIbHUM Ma OUCKYPCUBHUM aHanizoM. Dpeiimosa modens
rxonyenmy COMHEHUE, pexoncmpytiogana 6 yboMy OOCHIONCEHHI, CKIAOAEMbCA 3
yomupwbox ocnognux cromis: HOJUA/CUTYALIA (npuuuna abo Odxcepeno cymmigy),
EMOLIA/CTAH (éwympiwmniii 0oceid), EKCIIEPICHTLIEP (axmanwm, wo 6uKoHye
acenmusni abo nayicumcoki poni) ma PEAKIIA (306niwini, enympiwmni, oyinouni ma
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n06edinko6i nposieu). Bowu 0odamkogo 30acaueHi 0OUHAOYAMbMA KOHYENMYATbHUMU
ampuOymusHUMU  XAPAKMEPUCMUKAMU:  CAPAMOBAHICMb, NPUYUHOBICMb, MPUBATICIb,
Gazosicmy, TOKAMUBHI XAPAKMEPUCMUKY, [HMEHCUBHICTb, SIKICMb, KIIbKICMb, 36'3KU 3i
cnputiHammsam, KomoOinamopuui nomenyian ma oyinka. Pezynbmamu oocniodcenns
NPOOEMOHCIMPYBATU, WO CYMHIB, X0Ud Ul NEPeSadCHO KOHYEenmyanizo8anui He2amueHo
(nos'sizanicme 3i cmpaxom, Hepiuyuicmio abo HeO08IPOI0),— MAE MAKONC NO3UMUGHULL
nomenyian, 6yOoyuu Mexaizmom payioOHANLHOCMI, ITHMENeKMYaIbHol eaubuHu ma
KOHCMpYKmueHo2o —camoananizy. Hozo Kkymemypua suawywjicms 6 YKpainCbKomy
MeOiaducKypci 8i000padicac wuputy coyianbHy OUHAMIKY HeGU3HAYEeHOCMI, NOAIMUYHO20
CKenmuyusmy ma KOJeKmugHoi mpugoau (adice 8UOIpKy 3po0aeHO 3a 4acieé pocilicbKo-
yKpaiucekoi eitinu). Lle Odocniddcenns pobumb 6HECOK y NiHSBOKOZHIMUBICMUKY Mda
OUCKYPCONIOZII0 | NPONOHYE NPAKMUYHO 3AAH2ANCOBAHI NEPCNEKMUBYU, AKMYAIbHI O
MediazHascmea ma KOMN''OMepHOi NIH2EICMUKU, 30Kpema, y HacmuHi MOOen06aHHs
HeBU3HAYEeHOCMI Ma 842aHb 3 OONOMO2010 KOMN TOMEPHUX NPOSPAM.
Knwouosi cnosa: ¢petinosa mooens, Konyenm, COMHeHue, MediadUucKypc.
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For a long time, the concept of doubt in philosophy has been considered both as a
destabilizing force and as an incentive for intellectual growth and the achievement of
truth. In the context of modernity, doubt is an integral part of scientific reasoning,
political discourse, and everyday decision-making, where it acts as a carrier of the
meanings of hesitation, distrust, or critical reflection. In the framework of this article, this
multifaceted phenomenon is studied through the prism of frame semantics. The empirical
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material consists of Russian-language lexical, phraseological, and syntactic
verbalizations of doubt, selected through a continuous sample of 38 reports published in
Ukrainian online media (“Gazeta.ua”, “Segodnya”, “Stena”) in the period from 2000 to
2025. The research tools are represented by component, contextual, and discursive
analysis. The frame model of the concept DOUBT, reconstructed in this study, consists of
four main slots: EVENT/SITUATION (cause or source of doubt), EMOTION/STATE
(internal experience), EXPERIENCER (actant performing agentive or patient roles), and
REACTION (external, internal, evaluative, and behavioral manifestations). They are
additionally enriched with eleven conceptual attributive characteristics: directionality,
causality, duration, phasicity, locative characteristics, intensity, quality, quantity,
connections with perception, combinatorial potential, and evaluation. The results of the
study demonstrated that doubt, although predominantly conceptualized negatively
(associated with fear, indecision, or distrust), also has positive potential, being a
mechanism of rationality, intellectual depth, and constructive introspection. Its cultural
significance in Ukrainian media discourse reflects broader social dynamics of
uncertainty, political skepticism, and collective anxiety (since the sample was taken
during the russo-Ukrainian War). This study contributes to linguistic cognitive science
and discourse studies and offers practically engaged perspectives relevant to media
studies and computational linguistics, in particular, in terms of modeling uncertainty and
hesitation using computer programs.
Keywords: frame model, concept, doubt, media discourse

If you would be a real seeker after truth, it is necessary that at least once
in your life you doubt, as far as possible, all things.”
René Descartes

Introduction. Doubt has long occupied a paradoxical position within human
cognition: simultaneously viewed as a barrier to knowledge and a catalyst for
deeper understanding. From the skeptical inquiries of ancient philosophers to the
methodological doubt of Descartes, the phenomenon has served as hoth a
philosophical tool and a psychological experience. In contemporary discourse,
doubt emerges not only in epistemological debates but also in scientific reasoning,
religious reflection, and everyday decision-making. Despite its often negative
connotation —associated with hesitation, indecision, or lack of confidence —doubt
also signals critical thinking, intellectual humility, and the potential for
transformation.
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This article seeks to explore the multifaceted nature of doubt, tracing its
conceptual development across disciplines and examining its constructive as well
as destabilizing roles in human thought.

The present study approaches cymuis — comunenue — doubt through the lens of
frame semantics, as developed in cognitive linguistics. This framework posits that
the meaning of a concept is inseparable from the background knowledge,
experiences, and inferential structures associated with it. In this regard, doubt is not
merely a lexical item denoting uncertainty or hesitation, but a dynamic mental
construct embedded within a broader conceptual frame. By modeling the frame
structure of comnenue-doubt, the article aims to uncover the underlying cognitive
architecture that governs its usage across diverse discursive contexts, revealing how
language users structure and interpret uncertainty.

Theoretical framework. A frame, as defined by Fillmore [Fillmore 1982,
p. 113], is a conceptual structure — an ordered combination of knowledge, beliefs,
and behavioral habits that shape human understanding. Frame semantics posits that
meaning is inseparable from the background knowledge and inferential structures
associated with it. Within this framework, doubt emerges as a dynamic mental
construct whose interpretation depends on its embeddedness in context. The present
study complements frame semantics with elements of conceptual metaphor theory
and corpus-based analysis, thus ensuring a multidimensional exploration of doubt
as a cognitive and discursive phenomenon. The investigation proceeds by
identifying and categorizing lexical units and constructions that evoke the DOUBT
frame in contemporary Ukrainian discourse represented by Russian-language texts
extracted from popular Ukrainian media sites.

Thus, the relevance of the article is due to the increased interest of modern
cognitivists in the anthropocentric characteristics of the DOUBT concept, its
distinctive signs, as well as their important role in the conceptual and lingual world
models.

Importantly, the frame-semantic approach to doubt resonates with research in
epistemic modality. The concept of DOUBT is intrinsically connected to the
category of epistemic modality, which expresses a speaker’s degree of commitment
to the truth of a proposition. As Palmer (1990) emphasizes, epistemic modality
concerns the linguistic encoding of certainty, probability, and possibility. It might
reflect, as it was shown in the collective monograph “Modality in Grammar and
Discourse” (1995), not only logical assessments of truth but also subjective stances
and attitudes toward knowledge. Within this tradition, doubt may be seen as a
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core epistemic operator, signaling hesitation, reduced commitment, or outright
refusal to endorse a proposition as true. The connection of cognitive semantics and
epistemic modality highlights that doubt is not only a cultural and discursive
construct but also a fundamental linguistic means of negotiating knowledge, belief,
and truth values in communication.

Methodology. The empirical material consists of Russian-language lexical,
phraseological, and syntactic verbalizations of doubt, sampled from 38 reports
published in Ukrainian online media outlets (“Gazeta.ua”, “Segodnia”, “Stena”)
between 2000 and 2025. The method of continuous sampling was employed,
followed by component, contextual, and discourse analysis. By identifying and
categorizing lexical units that evoke the doubt frame, the study reconstructs the
conceptual slots and attributes that structure this phenomenon in discourse. The
overall size of the lexical items, tokens/phrases analyzed, is 93.

The purpose of this article is to frame-model the concept of COMHEHHUE
/DOUBT based on the verbalizers of the concept — its direct and secondary
nominations, as they appear at the level of language and speech.

Results. The frame model of DOUBT / COMHEHHE consists of four main
slots and their extensions: 1. EVENT / SITUATION OF DOUBT - the triggering
conditions or REASONS/SOURCES of doubt. These may include lack of
confidence, uncertainty, disbelief, or suspicion. 2. EMOTIONS / STATE OF
DOUBT - the internal affective experience, characterized by temporal, locative,
qualitative, and quantitative dimensions. Doubt can be fleeting or prolonged, mild
or intense, localized in the “soul” or “heart,” and perceived bodily. 3.
EXPERIENCER (Subject of Doubt) —who may assume the roles of AGENT or
PATIENT, depending on context. 4. REACTION - the outcomes of doubt,
expressed through EXTERNAL IMAGE (gestures, facial expressions),
INTERNAL FEELINGS (psychological states), EVALUATION (positive/negative
polarity), and BEHAVIORAL REACTIONS (verbal and non-verbal strategies)
[Hixxnuix 2023, p. 135].

The EXPERIENCER of doubt can be an AGENT or a PATIENT, for
example: A ouenv commesarocv, umo >mo 6 Onudicailuiee epems Npugeoem K
cynepomeemy [gazeta.ua. 13.07.2024]. Omu unmosuu ueparom 6 Haul pasym,
3aCMABIAA HAC COMHEBAMbCA 6 Mom, umo mul 6udum [gazeta.ua. 22.08.2024].

The conceptual attribute ‘causality’ fills the slot “REASON/SOURCE OF
DOUBT” with some sentences. According to the component analysis of the lexeme
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comnenue, the reasons for doubt can be “lack of confidence in the truth, possibility
of something, lack of firm faith in someone, uncertainty, surprise in the course of
some work, when solving some issue.” The reason for doubt in the following
example is doubt about the effectiveness of the policy: ITosmomy eoznuxarom
COMHenUs 8 OelicmeeHHoCmu «canumaphou epanuysly, xoms X/[C yoce 3aneuna o
Kamez2opuueckom omkaze paccmampusames xoanuyuio ¢ «AoH» [gazeta.ua.
03.09.2024].

A generalization of the collected news texts shows that the reasons for doubts
are “uncertainty in value and suitability”, “uncertainty in honesty, reliability,
legitimacy”, “uncertainty in reputation, morality, decency”, “uncertainty in results”,
“uncertainty in self”, etc.

In the EMOTIONS/STATES OF DOUBT slot, an array of knowledge is
formed about the duration of an emotion and the complexity of its impact on the
subject of experience, the relationships between the emotional sphere and the
sphere of reason, thinking, cognition, sensuality, and the perception of the world.
[Bepburpka 2018, p. 118]. Slots are embedded with characteristics of time,
quantity, location, and quality.

Temporal characteristics. The concept of DOUBT /COMHEHHUE has the
conceptual feature of “duration”. For example: Hz6upamenu-oemoxpamoi
0agno comuesaromcea ¢ kanouoamype batidena [gazeta.ua. 03.07.2024]. Iipu
HANUCAHUU HEKOMOPLIX YKPAUHCKUX ClI06, HACHO COMHEAeMCA U OOUMCs
oonycmumv  owuoxy [gazeta.ua. 24.04.2024]. A uenosex,  komopwlil
HOCMOAHNO comHesaemca 6 ceoux nocmynxax [gazeta.ua. 06.02.2022]. CIIIA
00J120€ 8peMs COMHEBANUCH 8 NOCMABKAX HOBbIX pAKem, 6e0b NO UX MHEHUIO, MO
MO2no npusecmu K dcKanayuu KoH@auxkma, oouaxo 6 @eepare 2023 200a @
Ienmazone noomeepounu nepedauy Yxpaune paxem GLSDB [gazeta.ua.
26.04.2024].

By analyzing the predicative distribution of the lexeme comnenue, the phase
conceptual feature was revealed, which exposes the procedural nature of the
concept DOUBT / COMHEHUYE.

The first phase is the formation of doubt, entering a state objectified by the
following word combinations: eosnuxaem comnenue, svisvisaem comuenue, etc. For
example: «Oonaxo ¢ yuemom onetma HabmOOamev 3a  IPHeKmusHoCmbIO
gopcuposanus 600HbIX nomex poccuiickumu eotckamu 6 meyenue 2022-2023
20008, ¥ MeHsl 803HUKAIOM COMHEHUsA 8 YCNEeUWHOCMU MO GbIXOOKUY, — 000a8UL
Kosanenxo [gazeta.ua. 17.12.2023]. Ilo crosam ananumuxos, He3aéucumo om
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moeo, cozdaem iU €20 OMCYMCMEUe Onvlma NUIoma Kakue-iubo npobiemol OJis
POCCULICKUX B030YWHBIX ONEepayuii, 4mo 6bi3bléAem COMHEHUS, 20 Onblm padombl
6 Kauecmee npomuBo8030YULHOU 0O0POHBL Q0INHCEH ObIMb COOMBEMCMEYIOWUM OISl
moeo, uymobvl poccutickue 6olcka He cbuganu cobcmeenmvie Camonemvl
6030ywHozo  ynpasnenus [gazetaua. 16.01.2024]. B ceoem Instagram
3HAMEHUMOCTb OMMEMUIQ, Ymo npunsia msicenoe peutenue. OOHaKO nocie
Mmacumabuvix obcmpenos P®, 7 ¢heepans, y nee nossunuce comnenusn [gazeta.ua.
08.02.2024].

The second phase is the experience of doubt. The state of doubt changes
depending on the actions of the person who has doubts: the doubt increases or
decreases. For example: «Comnenusn pacmym. Kax omuasunas cumyayus Ha noje
005? CKOLKO OeHes Mbl GbLIbeM 6 MY YEPHYIO ObIPYY, — CKA3ANL OOUH YUHOBHUK
EC [gazeta.ua. 14.12.2023]. IInaner Jonanvoa Tpamna masnauume ceoum euiye-
npesudenmom cenamopa  [oxceiimca [u Beuca yycecmouunu coMHeHUA 8
OanvHetiweil noooepoicke CLIIA Vkpaunvl 6 ciyuae cmenvt enacmu 8 benom dome
[gazeta.ua. 19.07.2024].

The third phase is the elimination of doubts, the disappearance of doubts, or
immersion in doubt: Oxcyenmpuunoco nupama naunym odoneeams comHenus,
OeticmeumenbHo U 3mo 0606b, UlU 0e8YUIKA NPOCHO KOGAPHAS MOUIEHHUYA,
ucnoav3ylowas e2o, Ymobvl Hatimu aecenoapuviti @owman Monodocmu [gazeta.ua.
22.06.2020]. Hocne smoco ucuesnu cOMHeHUs, YMO UMEHHO OH OONJICEH GeCmu
CAMBLLL CTLOJICHBILL MPEK, YHACTe008AHHbIU NPE3UOEHMOM 3eNeHCKUM — Nepe2o8opbl
¢ poccusnamu [gazeta.ua. 23.08.2024]. Pazseeem kaxue-iuéo commenus 6 mom,
cywecmsyem osopey unu Hem [gazeta.ua. 20.01.2020].

Locative properties. Doubt usually occupies a specific part of a person's
body, for example: comuenue nponuxano ¢ cepoye, commenue noonumaemcs 6
Ooyuie, cOMHeHue u3006pas3unocy Ha uye. B dywe 6yoym Oypaumv comHenusn u
sonnenus [gazeta.ua. 06.02.2024].

Quantitative properties. The conceptual feature “intensity” of the concept
DOUBT/COMHEHME is highlighted in the category “quantity”. The intensifiers
are distributed on a scale of gradation:

— “low degree of manifestation of the feature” is expressed in the context by
the following phrase: Ecau y sac ecmov Oasice maneiimiue comnenus 6 ceesicecmu
auY, Iyue He puckosams u gviopocums ux [gazeta.ua. 30.10.2023].

— “average degree of manifestation of the trait” is verbalized in the following
contexts: «/Irodeii yousnsem, umo oas Lllannca smo 6ydem namoe Ha3HaueHue HA
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MUHUCMEPCKULL NOC MeHee ueM 3a 200. Eco 0okazannas cnocobHocme ynpagiims
OOLUUM OMOENOM, KANCEMCA, COMHUmENbHA», — TOBOPUT ApHOnbpa [gazeta.ua.
01.09.2023]. Dxrcnepmul norazaiom, umo Cenam own npotidem 0e3 3a0epiHcKu U
npenamcmeuti. A eom 6 omuowenuu Ilanamer npedcmagumeneii — Hemano
comnenun [gazeta.ua. 20.08.2024].

— “high degree of manifestation of a trait” appears in the following contexts:
A ouens commesarocb, umo nepegoyUKU celudc Mozym cebe NO360aUMb MAKue
pacxoowr [gazeta.ua. 03.03.2024). Cumyayuss maxosa, umo 3aKOHONPOEKM O
3anpeme MOCKOBCKOU YepKeu sAKOObl Obll NPUHAM, HO pearu3ayus e2o
docmamouno comuumensna [gazeta.ua. 31.10.2023]. Onpoc ceudemenvcmeyem,
umo amepuxanywvl HedogoabHul nosuyueti CILIA 6 sovne na bauscnem Bocmoke u
cepvesnble COMHEHUA OMHOCUMeNbHO cnocobrnocmu batidena yayuwumo dHcu3Hb
epasicoan [gazeta.ua. 13.05.2024].

In addition, doubt can grow, increasing its intensity: «Comuenus pacmym.
Kak omuasunas cumyayus na none 60sa? CKoIbKo OeHez Mbl GbLIbeM 8 INMY UEePHYIO
Ovipy», — ckazan odun yunosnux EC [gazeta.ua. 14.12.2023]. [Ipuzvie 3enencrozo
npo368yuanl Ha GOJHE POCHA COMHEHUNl OMHOCUMENbHO npedanHocmu JJonanvoa
Tpamna u eco nanapuuxa Joceii Ju Banca deny nodoepoicku Yrpaunsl. I'epmanus
makoce coxkpawjaem 6oeHHyio nomows Kuesy 606oe uz-3a  01002cemHbIx
mpyonocmet [gazeta.ua. 19.07.2024].

Conceptual feature “quality”. Qualitative characteristics of DOUBT are
distinguished from the context, which allows to clarify the essence of the concept.
The lexical verbalizer of the reason to doubt demonstrates the conceptual feature of
“connection with the mental sphere of intelligence” [Hixuix 2023, p.141]. For
example: Ecmbv ocnoeanus comuesamvcsa, umo >mo 0Obi10 CaMOyOULicCmeo
[gazeta.ua. 27.08.2021]. Ilpeoocmasnenue npasa Kadpogol KOMUCCUU 80 8DeMs.
nepeammecmayuyu Kaopog pPyKo8OOCMBOBAMbCA 0OOCHOBAHHBIM COMHEHUEM,
OCHOBAHHOM HA (axmax, OOKYMEHMAx — 60 6peMms NpoeepKu 00bpodemenu
rkanouoama [gazeta.ua. 11.04.2024].

The conceptual nature of the connection with the perceptual sphere indicates
the physical perception of doubt by the senses. [Hixxuix 2023, p.141]. Doubts may
be obvious: «A euden, umo nexomopwvie 100U Mo2ym umenv MHOZ0 COMHEHUN, U
He CcKazamv HUu4e20 2apanmupos8anHo, He CKazame Huue2o mouro. Ho naono eam,
yyeaxu, s 6oey», — cxkasanr Heanny. Hanpumep, «exuOHO YIblOHYACA», «NOCIAT
mak-moy, «umei Heygepennwlil éud» [gazeta.ua. 14.03.2023].
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The REACTION slot concentrates the amount of information about doubts.
Accordingly, the REACTION slot contains four extensions that describe
knowledge about the properties of the slot, namely: EXTERNAL IMAGE,
INTERNAL FEELING, EVALUATION, AND BEHAVIOR REACTION, which
is divided into NON-VERBAL and VERBAL.

The EXTERNAL IMAGE extension reflects information about the external
manifestations of the EXPERIENCER. The external expression of doubt is
conveyed in the form of a conceptual metonymy, represented as:
uzeubamoluzocrymo oposu, nogooumvlnosecmu 06posvIo (bpossamu),
CO8U2AMb/COBUHYMb OPOBU, COBUHYMbLE OPOBU, depeaemcs U HepsHuuaem, Ha oy
npocmynaem nom, CYmYAUmcs, CMOMPUm ucnoonodws, cynum Oposu, mpyoHo
omopeams 2iasza om cmoJa uiu nojda, Mopuiunm ]105, sbimscueaem 2y6bl, Hd B6UCKe
630V8AIOMCS  BEHbl, NOKOBLIPAMb NAAbYeM 6 HOCY, NONpasumv MUKpOQOH U
HECKOJIbKO pd3 noatkcamsv niedamu, 2010C cmdajil Xpunems, e2o 2id3d 6 3mo epems
bezanu 6 pasHvie CMOPOHBI.

The conceptual feature of the “combinatory” nature of the state of doubt
allows doubt to intersect with other feelings. For example: doubt with a touch of
mockery, irony: Bozmoscno, onu Hawiiu 20e-mo maxue upe3sbluaiiHo 0opozue
onmoebsle napmuu, s He 3HAl0. Ho moeoa s HE nonumaro, novemy OHuU 3aKynaiu no
makum panmacmuyeckum yenam [Crorommi. 12.10.2020]; doubt — distrust,
uncertainty in the reliability of a message; doubts in the truth, reality of a statement:
Omu unniozuu uepairom 6 Hawt pasym, 3acmaeisisi HAC COMHE6AmbCa 6 mom, 4mo
Mol suoum [gazeta.ua 22.08.2024]; doubt — admissibility, assumption, uncertain
indication of the possibility: Hcmopus yuum, umo xozoa napoo mepsiem eepy 6
«npasumeneily, o1 gvloupaem c60600y. U, Karcemes, 5mom MOMeHM Yice HACMAul
[gazeta.ua 16.08.2024]. Doubt as an assumption: «llymun, ecau e2o wne
ocCmaHoeunto, 0053ameNbHO NONLIMAEMCs 3aX6amumb MOJZ@O@)/, a 603MOXHCHO U
Pymvinuio», — npedynpeoun Makpon [gazeta.ua. 02.03.2025]; doubts as
disagreement, objection: doubts with a hint of reproach: Paszee mooicno max
pewams cyovdy nayuenma? [Crena. 10.10.2020]; doubt with a hint of reproach:
Pazee moocno max pewams cyovdy nayuenma? [Crena. 10.10.2020]; cymuiB 3
BIATIHKOM 3muBYBaHHs: Pazee smo ouepedw? [gazeta.ua. 09.05.2024].

The conceptual feature “evaluation” reflects the parameter “polarity of
emotions”, in which the subject evaluates his own emotional states and
events/situations using the symbols “+”/ “—>. The connotative meaning of the
lexemes-representatives of doubt is of an evaluative nature, conveying the
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desirability or undesirability of an emotion/event, a positive or negative impact on
the personality [Bep6umska 2018, p. 125]. In the framework of the expansion called
the EVALUATION, negative conceptualization is used to fill in the personal
attitude to doubt, because the name of the emotion of doubt — comnenue —is often
combined with verbs belonging to the group of active physical influence on an
object, which might even cause some harm to it — zpuisme, mepzams, myuums,
yapanamoe, CEepAUMb, HANAOAMb, HAKAMBIEAMb, HONCUPAMDL, PA3bLEOAMb,
momumbu, yeHemanisb, oxeamams. For example: Hnozoa mens Myduiu COMHEHUA, 5
noosepeancs Kpumuke, Ho 6 21yOuHe Oyulu s HUKO20a He Nepecmasasl 6epumv 6
yenex [gazeta.ua. 16.07.2024]. Conepnux — cmapas snaxomas «bopyccusy us
Menxenznaobaxa. Hoofcupaﬂu COMHERUA no noeody ncuxonocu4ecKkozo
cocmosinust komanowl [gazeta.ua. 16.08.2020]. Sometimes emotions of doubt arise
alongside other negative emotions: cmpax, 6ecnoxoiicmeo, mocka, yacac. For
example: Jluunas owcusus 6yoem enusims na pabomy u eawu nianvl. Hayuumeco
2080pumb «Hemy» napmuepam. Yoaurnoe epems, umobvl nobopoms ceou cmpaxu u
comnenus [gazeta.ua. 24.04.2024].

Thus, key conceptual features of the concept COMHEHHUE/DOUBT are:
1) causality: doubts arise from uncertainty about truth, value, reliability, morality,
or results; 2) phases: emergence of doubt — intensification — resolution or
persistence; 3) temporal and quantitative attributes: doubt can be brief or enduring,
minimal or overwhelming; 4) locative attributes: metaphorical embodiment (in the
heart, in the soul); 5) intensity and evaluation: ranging from minor hesitation to
existential uncertainty, with both destructive (negative) and constructive (positive)
implications; 6) combinatory nature: doubt often co-occurs with related emotions
such as fear, distrust, irony, or skepticism.

Doubt can sometimes play a positive role “+” in emotions: then doubt
appears as completely grounded and justified: IIpedocmaenenue npasa xkadposoti
KomMuccuu 60  8pems  nepeammecmayuu  KAOpog  PYKOBOOCME08aAMbCs
000CHOBAHHBIM COMHEHUEM, OCHOBAHHOM HA (Pakmax, OOKYMeHmax — 60 epeMs
npogepku dobpodemenu kawoudama [gazeta.ua. 11.04.2024]. Ecme ocnosanusn
comHesamuca, umo 3mo 6vL10 camoybuticmeo [gazeta.ua. 27.08.2021].

The expansion of the NON-VERBAL BEHAVIOR OF THE
EXPERIENCER focuses on behavioral and mental changes in people who are in a
state of doubt as a result of severe emotional stress, volitional actions taken by the
subject to relieve or exit this state, etc. [Hixuik 2023, p. 145].
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The nonverbal behavioral responses of a person who has doubts presuppose
taking measures to eliminate doubts, because doubts cause pain and the person is
not able to tolerate them any longer: geicnamos commenue, gviocamsv commenue,
3a0ymumb COMHEHUe, U3NCUnb COMHEHUe, UCKNI0OYUMb COMHEHUE, obeccunumso
COMHEHUe, nobeoums COMHeEHUe, npeodwzemb COMHeHUe, pas3peuiunto CcomHerue,
CHAMb COMHEHUe, y6u6amb COMHeHUue, yCmpaHums COMHeHUue, YACHUMb COMHEHUe.
On the other hand, the one may continue to endure doubts because there is no
possibility to eliminate them, far more, a person may develop self-doubt:
BbIHOCUNb COMHEHUEe, 6naAcChb 6 COMHEHUe, nocpy3umscst 6 COMHeRue, Ciusamuvcs 6
COMHEHUEe, COMHeHUe momunt, COMHeHUue yeHemaenmi.

The EXPERIENCER'S SPEECH BEHAVIOR is characterized by
indistinctness, stuttering, and pauses in speech. Pauses in speech are often filled
with “verbal fillers” —sounds, words, or phrases that can appear anywhere in a
sentence and can be removed without changing the meaning of the sentence
[Blakemore 2002, p. 25]. Verbal placeholders indicate uncertainty and hesitation,
used to express empathy and soften what was said [Navratilova 2015]:

— Bwvi nasvieaeme Ce6ﬂ nucameﬂeM-aMdmopoxw? Ymo 6wl Bma()blsaeme 6
amu crosea?

— Amamopom? ... Xm. A xoz0a a2 max cosopuna? Hem, xoneuno, kozoa s
donucana ceoti nepewvill poman — s U He dymana e2o evidasamv. Ilpocmo nokasana
ceoemy xopoutemy 3Hakomomy, Apocragy @anvky (kemamu, npogheccuoHaibHoMy
JICYPHANUCTTY, NOIMOMY, O0yMalo, OH Obl cebsi He HA3bIBANl AMAMmMoOpom) U OH
NOOMONKHY MEHs. OMNpPAeUmMb PYKONUCL 6 «YKpauHckuili  npuopumemy
[Viva.ua,19.06.2018].

Verbal placeholders are used when there is a pause in speech or silence.
Among the graphic symbols of silence, the main ones are the dash and the ellipsis,
which graphically create the effect of silence [Arnoxima 2008, p. 83].

Discussion. The cognitive interpretation of the empirical lingual material
confirms that doubt functions not merely as hesitation but as a complex conceptual
domain with deep cultural and psychological implications. While in many contexts
doubt appears negatively (linked to fear, insecurity, or pain), it can also function
positively as a mechanism for critical reflection and rational decision-making. This
ambivalence highlights its cultural salience in Ukrainian Russian-language media
discourse, where doubt often reflects public mistrust, political hesitation, and
collective uncertainty.
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Conclusion. Summarizing the analysis, we state thet the frame model of
COMHEHUE/DOUBT includes the following elements: 1. Cause/Source of
comuenue-doubt. 2. Emotion/State of doubt. 3. Experiencer (Actant or Patient).
4. Reaction (external, internal, evaluative, behavioral). Through this frame model,
doubt emerges as a multifaceted cognitive construct that bridges emotional,
rational, and discursive dimensions.

Beyond theoretical significance, the findings presented above carry applied
value for discourse analysis, media studies, and even computational linguistics,
particularly in the modeling of uncertainty and hesitation in natural language
processing.
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3. Nizhnik, L. I. (2023). Verbalizatsiya kontseptu SUMNIV v anhlomovhomu khudozhn'omu
dyskursi [Verbalization of the concept of DOUBTS in English-language artistic discourse]
(Dysertatsiia ... kand. filol. nauk). Chernivtsi: Chernivets'kyy natsional'nyy universytet imeni
Yuriya Fed’kovycha. (In Ukr.).

4. Blakemore, D. (2002). Relevance and linguistic meaning: The semantic and pragmatic
discourse markers (pp. 149-183). Cambridge University Press. (In Eng.).

5. Fillmore, C. J. (1982). Frame semantics. In Linguistics in the morning calm: Selected papers
from SICOL-1981 (pp. 111-137). Hanshin Pub. Co. (In Eng.).

6. Fillmore, C. J., & Baker, C. (2010). A frames approach to semantic analysis. In The Oxford
handbook of linguistic analysis (pp. 313-339). Oxford University Press. (In Eng.).

7. Navratilova, L. (2015). Fillers used by male and female students of English education study
program in argumentative talk. Linguists: Journal of Linguistics and Language Teaching,
2(1), 300-310. (In Eng.).

Sources of illustrative material:
1.Tsyfrova holovolomka: yakshcho u vas hostryy zir, znaydit' zayve chyslo sered velykoyi
kil'kosti chysel 1978 [Digital puzzle: If you have sharp eyesight, find the extra number among
the large number of numbers]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/science-life/ _sered-
chisel-1978-ye-zajve-sprobujte-rozgadati-cifrovu-golovolomku-za-5-sekund/1191304
2.Lomachenko — Kambosos: ekschempion napivseredn’oyi vahy Shon Porter nazvav svoho
favoryta boyu [Lomachenko — Kambosos: Former welterweight champion Sean Porter named

©JIe Cnomen, lexiaomeng0318@gmail.com, Ioayéosceka 1. O., igolubovska777@gmail.com
®peiivose MoaemoBaHus Konuenty COMHEHHE (na matepiaJi pociiicbkOMOBHHX eJIeKTPOHHUX
3MI Ykpainn) (Ykpaincbkoro)

59



ISSN 2411-1562 (Print); ISSN 2786-8206 (Online)
STUDIA LINGUISTICA, 2025. - Vol. 26 : 45-62

his favorite fight]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/sport/_ekschempion-nazvav-
favorita-boyu-lomachenko-kambosos/1180677

3.Pro shcho ne hovoryty z cholovikom, shchob ne zruynuvaty stosunky: try temy-tabu [What not
to talk about with a man so as not to ruin the relationship: Three taboo topics]. (2024).
Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/he-and-she/_tri-temi-yakih-krasche-unikati-v-rozmovi-z-
cholovikom/1192531

4.0laf Shol'ts zaklykav izolyuvaty ul'trapravykh u Nimechchyni [Olaf Scholz called for isolating
the far-right in Germany]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/_olaf-solc-
zaklikav-izolyuvati-ultrapravih-u-nimechchini/1192403

5.Bokser vidpravyv Stallone v nokaut na zyomkakh "Rokki" [Boxer knocked out Stallone on the
set of "Rocky"]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/world-newspaper/ bokser-
vidpraviv-stallone-v-nokaut-na-zjomkah-rokki/144632

6.Vybory: Mishel’ Obama vyperedyla Baydena i Trampa v opytuvanni [Elections: Michelle
Obama ahead of Biden and Trump in the poll]. (2024). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/world-life/_mishel-obama-viperedila-bajdena-i-trampa-v-
opituvanni/1186233

7.“Dekhto prykhodyt' v teatr, yak do psykhiatra” — rezhyser Stas Zhyrkov rozpoviv pro te, yakym
maye buty suchasnyy teatr v Ukrayini [“Some people come to the theater like to a
psychiatrist” — Director Stas Zhirkov spoke about what a modern theater in Ukraine should be
like]. (2022). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/ru/articles/culture/ _nekotorye-prihodyat-v-teatr-kak-
k-psihiatru-rezhisser-stas-zirkov-rasskazal-o-tom-kakim-dolzhen-byt-sovremennyj-teatr-v-
ukraine/1069454

8.Rezhyser Stas Zhyrkov rozpoviv pro zminy v Teatri na Livomu Berezi i mizhnarodni proyekty
[Director Stas Zhirkov spoke about changes in Theater on the Left Bank and international
projects]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/culture/ dehto-prihodit-v-teatr-yak-do-
psihiatra-rezhiser-stas-zirkov-rozpoviv-pro-te-yakim-maye-buti-suchasnij-teatr-v-
ukrayini/1069454

9.Rakety GLSDB ne spratsyuvaly v Ukrayini [GLSDB missiles did not work in Ukraine]. (2024).
Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/world-life/_boyepripasi-glsdb-yaki-ssa-peredali-ukrayini-
ne-spracyuvali-na-poli-boyu/1179358

10.Karta boyiv: rosiyany mozhut’ udaryty v nespodivanomu mistsi [Map of battles: Russians can
strike in an unexpected place]. (2023). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/np/ rosiyani-
mozhut-udariti-v-nespodivanomu-misci-vijskovij-ekspert/1165664

11.ZSU zbyly rosiys'ki litaky: v ISW proanalizuvaly versiyi ta naslidky [The Ukrainian Armed
Forces shot down Russian planes: ISW analyzed the versions and consequences]. (2024).
Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/np/_znischennya-rosijskih-litakiv-nad-azovskim-morem-
v-isw-proanalizuvali-versiyi-ta-naslidki/1168693

12.Yefrosinina povertaye syna ta matir zhyty v Ukrayinu [Efrosinina returns her son and mother
to live in Ukraine]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/celebrities/ efrosinina-
zayavila-scho-povertaye-sina-ta-matir-zhiti-v-ukrayinu/1171140

13.Krayiny YES vyrishuyut’ u Bryusseli, chy daty Ukrayini 50 mlrd yevro i zaprosyty do vstupu
[EU countries decide in Brussels whether to give Ukraine 50 billion euros and invite it to join].
(2023). Gazeta.ua.  https://gazeta.ua/articles/world-life/_viprobuvannya-dlya-es-chi-stav-
orban-drugom-putina-scho-pishut-svitovi-zmi/1165388

14.Tramp nadislav poslannya Ukrayini: pro shcho pyshut’ svitovi ZMI [Trump sent a message to
Ukraine:  What the world media are writing about]. (2024). Gazeta.ua.
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https://gazeta.ua/articles/life/_pogani-novini-iz-ssa-ta-poslannya-trampa-ukrayini-pro-scho-
pishut-svitovi-zmi/1187796

15.U chetvertykh "Piratakh" Dzhek Horobets' zustrine zhinku zi svoho mynuloho [In the fourth
"Pirates,” Jack Sparrow will meet a woman from his past]. (2020). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/ru/articles/culture/_v-chetvertyh-quotpiratahquot-dzhek-vorobej-vstretit-
zhenschinu-iz-svoego-proshlogo/344374

16.Andriy Yermak — shkidlyva zvychka zaperechuvaty real'nist’ [Andriy Yermak — A bad habit
of denying reality]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/ru/articles/poglyad/ andrej-ermak-
vrednaya-privychka-otricat-realnost/1191457

17.Pompeznishe, nizh na video: u merezhu zlyly novi foto "palatsu Putina" [More pompous than
on video: New photos of "Putin's palace” leaked online]. (2020). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/ru/articles/world-life/_pompeznee-chem-na-video-v-set-slili-novye-foto-
dvorca-putina/1067540

18.Yak vyznachyty svizhist’ yayets’ za 3 khv: zapam'yatayte tsi sposoby [How to determine the
freshness of eggs in 3 minutes: Remember these methods]. (2023). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/cookery/_ak-viznachiti-svizhist-yayec-za-3-hv-zapamyatajte-ci-
Sposobi/1162797

19.Novyy brytans'’kyy ministr oborony — ne viys'kovyy, i loyal'nyy do prem'yera [The new
British defense minister is not a military man and is loyal to the prime minister]. (2023).
Gazeta.ua.  https://gazeta.ua/articles/world-life/_grant-sapps-novij-ministr-oboroni-velikoyi-
britaniyi-so-ce-oznachaye-dlya-ukrayini-politico/1156241

20.Stavky pidvyshchuyut'sya. Yaku amerykans'ku zbroyu Ukrayina mozhe otrymaty nastupnoho
roku [The stakes are rising. What American weapons Ukraine can get next year]. (2024).
Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/_stavki-pidvischuyutsya-aku-amerikansku-
zbroyu-ukrayina-mozhe-otrimati-nastupnogo-roku/1191084

21.Marshrutky: u marshrutkakh Kyyeva khochut’ zminyty systemu oplaty proyizdu — shcho
kazhut' pereviznyky [Minibuses: Kyiv minibuses want to change the fare system — what
carriers say]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/kiev-life/ u-marshrutkah-kiyeva-
hochut-zminiti-sistemu-oplati-proyizdu/1135368

22.Vybory 2024-ho ta vymohy Zakhodu — shcho vidbuvayet'sya v ukrayins’kiy politytsi [2024
elections and Western demands — What is happening in Ukrainian politics]. (2023). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/_vibori-vidbudutsya-nastupnogo-roku-ce-najkraschij-shans-
zelenskogo-na-drugij-termin-valerij-klochok/1162786

23.Tramp lidyruye u bil'shosti klyuchovykh shtativ — ZMI [Trump leads in most key states —
Media]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/ tramp-lidiruye-u-bilshosti-
klyuchovih-shtativ-zmi/1180981

24.Zamakh na Trampa: ochil'nyk FBR Kristofer Rey ne vpevnenyy u tomu, shcho Trampa
poranyla kulya abo oskolok [Assassination attempt on Trump: FBI Director Christopher Wray
is not sure whether Trump was injured by a bullet or shrapnel]. (2024). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/world-life/ _u-fbr-ye-pevni-sumnivi-schodo-poranennya-
trampa/1188481

25.Novyny bokusu: Nhannu zayavyv pro novyy biy [Boxing news: Ngannou announced a new
fight]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/sport/_ngannu-pislya-drugoyi-porazki-
pospil-zayaviv-pro-novij-bij/1174914

26.Rada proholosuvala za perezavantazhennya BEB. Arakhamiya "vzyav na sebe
zobov'yazannya" [The Council voted to reboot the BEB. Arakhamia "took on obligations"].
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(2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/_rada-progolosuvala-za-
perezavantazhennya-beb-arahamiya-vzyav-na-sebe-zobovyazannya/1177688

27 Nastup u Kurs'kiy oblasti: biytsi lehionu "Svoboda Rosiyi" zvernulys’ do viys'’kovykh RF
[Offensive in Kursk region: Fighters of the “Freedom of Russia” legion appealed to the
Russian military]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/life/_obernuti-zbroyu-na-kreml-
bijci-legionu-svoboda-rosiyi-zvernulis-do-vijskovih-rf/1190656

28.Putin ne zupynyt'sya: Makron nazvav krayiny, yaki zakhopyt' dyktator [Putin will not stop:
Macron named the countries that the dictator will seize]. (2025). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/_putin-ne-zupinitsya-makron-nazvav-krayini-yaki-zahopit-
diktator/1210084

29.Cherhy v TTSK — choloviky po kil'ka dniv chekayut’, shchob onovyty dani [Queues at the
TCC - Men wait for several days to update their data]. (2024). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/reportage/ _cergi-bilya-tck-pro-scho-tam-govoryat-choloviki-yaki-
prijshli-onoviti-dani/1180494

30.Komu tsya dzerkal'na data prynese hroshi, lyubov ta uspikh [To whom will this mirror date
bring money, love and success]. (2024). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/life/ 24042024-
komu-cya-dzerkalna-data-prinese-groshi-lyubov-ta-uspih/1179003

31.Futbol: Zhiru zavershyv vystupy za zbirnu Frantsiyi [Football: Giroud ended his performance
for the French national team]. (2020). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/sport/_ziru-
zavershiv-vistupi-za-zbirnu-franciyi/1187405

32.Kevin Kihan dva roky pospil’ zabyrav "Zolotyy m'yach" [Kevin Keegan won the "Golden
Ball" for two years in a row]. (2024). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/sport/ _najkraschogo-futbolista-evropi78-nazivali-mogutnim-
mishenyam/979095

33.Ekschynovnytsyu znayshly z prostrelenoyu holovoyu [Former official was found with a bullet
in the head]. (2021). Gazeta.ua. https://gazeta.ua/articles/np/_ekschinovnicyu-znajshli-z-
prostrelenoyu-golovoyu/1049162

34.Pysatel'nytsa Halyna Horytskaya o lyubvy k Ukrayne, vdokhnovenyy vy sekretakh
tvorcheskoho uspekha [Writer Galina Goritskaya about love for Ukraine, inspiration and the
secrets of creative success]. (2018). Viva.ua. https://viva.ua/ru/stars/3388-pisatelnitsa-galina-
goritskaya-nikogda-ne-znayu-zaranee-o-chem-budet-kniga

35.Zakonoproyekt pro demobilizatsiyu napyshut’ do seredyny oseni — nardep [The bill on
demobilization will be written by mid-autumn — People’s deputy]. (2024). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/_zakonoproyekt-pro-demobilizaciyu-napishut-do-seredini-
oseni-nardep/1194093

36.Sehodnya [Today]. (2020). Segodnya.ua.
https://economics.segodnya.ua/economics/enews/ukraincev-pugayut-podorozhaniem-hleba-
chto-proishodit-s-cenami-nasamom-dele-1482079.html

37.Stena [The wall]. (2020, February 18). Ukrainianwall.com.
https://kyiv.ukrainianwall.com/51620-pust-umiraet-doma-v-set-popal-razgovor-medikov-
vershashchih-sudbu-tyazhelobolnogo-pacienta-eto-polnoe-dno

38.Shche ne peklo. Chy vdast'sya unyknuty velykoyi viyny na Blyz'komu Skhodi [Not hell yet:
Will it be possible to avoid a major war in the Middle East]. (2024). Gazeta.ua.
https://gazeta.ua/articles/politics/_se-ne-peklo-ci-vdastsya-uniknuti-velikoyi-vijni-na-
blizkomu-shodi/1189060
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